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ADVERTISEMENT. 


I  HE  Proprietors  of  this  Work-  refpe&fully 
inform  the  Public  that  the  Edition  now  offered 
to  their  acceptance  has  been  many  years  in 
contemplation,  but  has  been  delayed  by  par- 
ticular circumstances  which  they  could  neither 
forefee*  nor  prevent,  and  which  it  cannot  be 
neceflary  to  detail. 

It  contains  the  Poetical  Works  of  Dryden, 
with  notes  left  for  publication  by  the  late  re- 
verend and  learned  Dr.  Jofeph  Warton,  with 
fome  alfo  by  his  fon  the  Reverend  John 
Warton,  and  others  with  which  they  have 
been  favoured  by  Mr.  Walton's  and  their 
literary  friends.  A  feleflion  has  alfo  been 
made  of  notes  in  the  edition  publifhed  by  the 
late  Mr.  Derrick,  and  Dr.  Johnfon's  admira- 
ble Life  of m Dryden  is  prefixed;  than  which, 
as  Mr.  Malone  has  obferved,  "  a  more  beauti- 
ful .and  judicious  piece  of  criticifm  perhaps  ha* 
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ADVERTISEMENT* 

not  appeared  fince  the  d^ys  of  Ariflotle." 
To  the  whole  is  added  a  copious  Index. 

It  may  be  proper  to  ftate  that  the  text  of  the 
prefent  edition  is  not  a  mere  copy  of  that  edited 
by  Mr.  Derrick,  and  publifhed  by  Tonfon 
in  1 760,  but  has  derived  advantage  from  col* 
lation;  and  from  the  addition  of  feveral  pieces 
fele&ed  from  the  poet's  dramatic  works.  Some 
omiffions  have  alfo  been  made,  which  it  is 
prefumed,  will  not  be  regretted. 

The  work  is  printed  in  an  uniform  fize  with 
the  four  volumes  of  Dryden's  Profe  Works 
edited  by  Mr.  Malone,  and  together  compre- 
hend the  nioft  interefting  parts  pf  this  eminent 
writer's  works. 

Q$ober,  1811, 
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ADDENDA. 


The  following  Notes  uere  received  too  late  to  be  inferted  in  their 
proper  places. 


Vol.  I.  p.  1.  After  Mr.  Malone's  note,  add9  On  examining 
the  Lacrym*  Musarum,  itlhould  fcem  that  Mr.  Collins  was 
led  into  an  error,  concerning  the  number  of  elegies  on  the  death  t 
of  Lord  Haftiugs,  by  glancing  his  eye  on  the  Table  of  Con- 
tents, in  which  the  laft  elegy  has  a  reference  to  p.  98 ;  which  he 
haftily  fuppofed  was  the  number  of  elegies  in  the  book. 

p.  246  1.  595.  His  hand  a  vare  ofjvJHce  did  uphold]  Doubts 

have  been  entertained  concerning  the  word  Vare  in  this  line, 
which  fome  perfons  have  fuppofed  an  error  of  the  prefs ;  and 
Derrick  fubftfrutect  vase  for  it.  But  the  text  is  perfectly  cor- 
rect, and  vare  is  the  true  reading  ;  the  meaning  of  which  un- 
common word  is  ascertained  by  the  following  pafiage  in  How. 
ell's  Letters,  p.  l6l,  edit.  1728,  which  has  been  communi- 
cated by  James  Bofwell,  of  the  Inner  Temple,  Efq. 

"  He  [the  Spaniard]  is  wonderfully  obedient  to  government ; 
for  the  proudeft  Don  of  Spain,  when  he  is  prancing  upon  his 
ginet  in  the  ftreet,  if  an  alguazil  (a  ferjeant)  (hew  him  his 
vare,  that  is,  a  little  white  flaffe  he  carrieth  as  a  badge  of  his 
office,  my  Don  will  prefently  off  his  horfe,  and  yield  himfelf  his 
prifoner.M 

Vara  in  Spanifli  fignifies  a  wand.  In  a  note  on  one  of  Dry- 
den's  Profe  Pieces,  Mr.  Malone  has  obferved,  that  he  was  a 
great  reader  of  Spanifh  authors. 

Vol.  I.  p.  400.  Dr.  Warton's  authority  for  calling  Dryden's 
young  friend  by  the  name  of  Hampden  is  probably  .derived  from 
Derrick's  aflertion ;  for  which  there  appears  no  authority  ;  the 
initials  of  this  young  friend  being  given  as  H.  D. 

Vol.  III.  p.  41.  The  name  of  its  author  being  wholly  lojl,]  Not 
fo :  for,  as  Mr.  Malone  has  obferved,  Boccace  alluded  to  the 
The/eida9  which  was  written  by  himfelf*  See  Malone's  life, 
&c»  of  Dryden,  vol.  iii.  p.  641. 
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LIFE  OF    DRYDEN, 


BT 


DR.    JOHNSON. 


\J  F  the  great  poet  whole  life  I  am  about  to  delineate,  the 
cnriofity  which  his  reputation  muft  excite  will  require  a  dif- 
pfoy  more  ample  than  can  now  be  given.  His  contempora- 
ries, however  the;  reverenced  his  genius,  left  his  life  unwrit- 
ten ;  and  nothing  therefore  can  be  known  beyond  what  cafual 
mention  and  uncertain  tradition  have  fupplied. 

John  Dryden  was  born  Auguft  9,  1631  *,  at  Aldwin- 
kle  near  Oundle,  the  fon  of  Erafinus  Dryden  of  Tltchmerfh ; 
who  was  the  third  fen  of  Sir  Erafinus  Dryden,  baronet,  of 
Canons  Aihby.  All  thefe  places  are  in  Northamptonihire ; 
but  the  original  ftock  of  the  family  was  in. the  county  of  Hun- 
tingdon f- 

He  is  reported  by  his  laft  biographer,  Derrick,  to  have  in- 
herited from  his  father  an  eftate  of  two  hundred  a  year,  and 
to  have  been  bred,  as  was  laid,   an  Anabaptift.     For  either 

9  Mr.  Malone  has  lately  proved  that  there  it  no  fatisfa&ory  evidence  for 
this  date.  The  inscription  on  Dryden's  monument  (ays  only  natus  1631. 
See  Malone1*  life  of  Dryden,  prefixed  to  his  «  Critical  and  MUcellantoot 
Profc  Works."    p.  5.  note.  C. 

+  Of  Cumberland.    Ibid.  p.  10.  C. 
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ii  LIFE  OF  DRYDEN. 

of  thefe  particulars  no  authority  is  given.  Such  a  fortune 
ought  to  have  fecured  him  from  that  poverty  which  feems  al- 
ways to  have  opprefied  him ;  or,  if  he  had  wafted  it,  to  have 
made  him  afliamed  of  publifhing  his  neceffities.  But  though 
he  had  many  enemies,  who  undoubtedly  examined  his  life 
with  a  fcrutiny  fufficiently  malicious,  I  do  not  remember  that 
he  is  ever  charged  with  wafte  of  his  patrimony.  He  was  in- 
deed fometimes  reproached  for  his  firft  religion.  I  am  there- 
fore inclined  to  believe  that  Derrick's  intelligence  was  partly 
true,  and  partly  erroneous  *• 

From  Weftminfter  School,  where  he  was  inftru&ed  as  one 
of  the  King's  Scholars  by  Dr.  Buiby,  whom  he  long  after 
continued  to  reverence,  he  was  in  1650  ele&ed  to  one  of  the- 
Weftminfter  fcholarfhips  at  Cambridge  f. 

Of  his  fchool  performances  has  appeared  only  a  poem  on 
the  death  of  Lord  Haftings,  compofed  with  great  ambition 
of  fuch  conceits  4s,  notwithftanding  the  reformation  begun 
by  Walter  and  Deoham,  the  example  of  Cowley  ftill  kept  in 
reputation.  Lord  Haftings  died  of  the  fmall  pox  ;  and  his 
Jpoet  had  rnatfe  of  the  puihiles  firft  rofebuds,  and  then  gems ; 
at  laft  he  exalts  them  into  ftars ;  and  fays, 

No  comet  need  foretel  his  change  drew  on, 
Whofe  corpfe  might  feem  a  conftellation. 

A\  the  uhiVerfity  he  *»es  not  appear  to  have  been  eager  of 
poetical  diftfa&km,  or  to  have  laviflied  his  early  wit  either  6h 
fiftrtions  fubje&a  or  fcwWick  occafiona.  He  probably  confi- 
dered,  that  he,  who  propofed  to  be  an  author,  ought  firft  to 
fce  a  ftudeht.  He  obtained,  whatever  was  the  refcfon,  no  fel- 
lowfhip  in  the  College.    Why  he  wte  excluded  cannot  now 


*  Mr.  l>errick'a  life  of  Dryden  wis  prefixed  to  a  very  beautiful  and  eor- 
xt€t  edition  of  Dryden's  Mifcellanies,  published  by  the  Tonfons  in  1760,  4 
vols.  8vo.  Derrick's  part»  however*  was  poorly  executed,  and  the  edition 
never  became  popular.    C. 

+  He  went  off  to  Trinity  College,  and  was  admitted  to  a  Bachelor's  Dc* 
$ree  in  Jan.  1653-4,  and  in  1657  was  made  M.  A.    C#  < 
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LIFE  OF  DRYDEN.  iii 

t>e  known,  ami  it  is  vain  to  guefi ;  had  be  thought  hiriifelf 
injured,  he  knew  how  to  complain.  In  the  life  of  Plutarch 
he  mentions  his  education  in  the  College  with  gratitude; 
but,  in  a  prologue  at  Oxford,  he  has  thefe  lines : 

Oxford  to  him  a  dearer  name  (ball  be 
Than  his  own  mother-univerfity ; 
Thebes  did  his  rude,  unknowing  youth  engage  ; 
He  choofes  Athens  in  his  riper  age. 

It  was  not  till  the  death  of  Cromwell,  in  1658,  that  be 
became  a  public  candidate  for  fame,  by  publiihing  Heroic 
Stanzas  on  the  late  Lord  ProteSor;  which,  compared  with 
the  verfes  of  Sprat  and  Waller  on  the  lame  occafion,  wer? 
fiifficient  to  raife  great  expe&ations  of  the  riling  poet. 

When  the  King  was  reftored,  Dryden,  like  the  other  pa- 
Mfyrifts  of  ufurpation,  changed  his  opinion,  or  his  profeffion, 
and  pubU&ed  A»t*ba  Redux  ;  apoem  on  the  happy  Me- 
Jtoration  and  Return  of  his  rnofl  facred  Majefiy  King 
darks  the  Second. 

The  reproach  of  incooftancy  was,  on  this  occafion,  ibarajl 
with  inch  numbers,  tfeat  it  produced  neither  hatred  nor  di£» 
grace !  if  he  changed,  he  changed  with  the  nation.  It  was, 
however,  not  totally  forgotten  when  his  reputation  raifedhim 


The  lame  year  he  praifed  the  new  King  in  a  fecoad  poem 
<mhi*  rafteratio*.    La  the  Astrea  was  the  line, 

An  horrid  JUUnefs  firft  invades  the  ear> 
And  in  that  filence  we  a  temped  fear— 

for  which  he  was  perfecuted  with  perpetual  ridicule,  perhaps 
with  more  than  was  deferred.  Silence  is  indeed  mere  priva- 
tion ;  and,  fo  confidered,  cannot  invade;  but  privation  like- 
^rife  certainly  is  darknefs,  and  probably  cold  ;  yet  poetry  has 
never  been  refined  the  right  of  afcribing  effe&s  or  agency  to 
them  as  to  pofirive  powers.  No  man  fcruples  to  fay  that 
darknefs  hinders  him  from  his  work ;  or  that  co-d  has  killed 
the  plants.    Death  is  alfo  privation ;  yet  who  has  made  an/ 

a« 
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iv  LIFE  OF  DRYDEN. 

di$eaky  of  affiguing  to    Death  a  dart  and  the  power  of 

(hiking  ? 

In  fettling  the  order  of  his  works  (here  is  fome  difficulty ; 
for,  even  when  they  are  important  enough  to  be  formally 
offered  to  a  patron,  he  does  not  commonly  date  his  dedica- 
tion ;  the  time  of  writing  and  publifhing  is  not  always  the 
fame ;  nor  cau  the  firit  editions  be  eafily  found,  if  even  from 
them  could  be  obtained  the  neceffary  information  #. 

The  time  at  which  his  firft  play  was  exhibited  is  not  cer- 
tainly known,  becaufe  it  was  not  printed  till  it  was,  fome 
years  afterwards,  altered  and  revived ;  but  fince  the  plays  are 
faid  to  be  printed  in  the  order  in  which  they  were  written, 
from  the  dates  of  fome,  thofe  of  others  may  be  inferred ;  and 
thus  it  may  be  collected,  that  in  1663,  in  the  thirty-fecond 
year  of  his  life,  he  commenced  a  writer  for  the  ftage ;  com- 
pelled undoubtedly  by  neceflity,  for  he  appears  never  to  have 
loved  that  exercife  of  his  genius,  or  to  have  much  pteafed 
himfelf  with  his  own  dramas. 

Of  the  ftage,  when  he  had  once  invaded  it,  he  kept  po£ 
feflion  for  many  years ;  not  indeed  without  the  competition 
of  rivals  who  fometimes  prevailed,  or  the  cenftrre  of  criticks, 
which  was  often  poignant  and  often  juft ;  but  with  fuch  a  de- 
gree of  reputation  as  made  him  at  leaft  fecure  of  being  heard, 
whatever  might  be  the  final  determination  of  the  publick. 

His  firft  piece  was  a  comedy  called  the  Wild  Gallant.  He 
began  with  no  happy  auguries ;  for  his  performance  was  fo 
much  difapproved,  that  he  was  compelled  to  recal  it,  and 
change  it  from  its  imperfeft  ftate  to  the  form  in  which  it  now 
appears,  and  which  is  yet  fufliciently  defective  to  vindicate  the 
criticks. 

1  wifh  that  there  were  no  neceflity  of  following  the  pro- 
grefs  of  his  theatrical  fame,  or  tracing  the  meanders  of  his 
mind  through  the  whole  feries  of  his  dramatick  performances; 
it  will  be  fit,  however,  to  enumerate  them,  and  to  take  efpe- 

*  The  order  of  his  plays  hat  teen  acourately  afcertained  by  Mr,  M»- 
tone.  C 
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rial  notice  of  thofe  that  are  diftinguiihed  by  any  peculiarity, 
iatrinfick  or  concomitant ;  for  the  compofition  and  fate  of 
eight-and-twenty  dramas  include  too  much  of  a  poetical  life 
to  be  omitted. 

In  1664,  he  publifhed  the  Rival  Ladies,  which  he  dedi- 
cated to  die  Earl  of  Orrery,  a  man  of  high  reputation  both 
as  a  writer  and  as  a  ftatefman.  In  this  play  he  made  his 
eflay  of  dramatick  rhyme,  which  he  defends,  in  his  dedica- 
tion, with  fufficient  certainty  of  a  favourable  hearing ;  for 
Orrery  was  himfelf  a  writer  of  rhyming  tragedies. 

He  then  joined  with  Sir  Robert  Howard  in  the  Indian 
Queen,  a  tragedy  in  rhyme.  The  parts  which  either  of  them4 
wrote  are  not  diftinguimed. 

The  Indian  Emperor  was  publifhed  in  1667.  It  is  a  tra- 
gedy in  rhyme,  intended  for  a  fequel  to  Howard!*  Indian 
Queen.  Of  this  connexion  notice  was  given  to  the  audience 
by  printed  bills,  distributed  at  the  door;  an  expedient  fup- 
pofed  to  be  ridiculed  in  the  Rehearfal,  where  Bayes  tells 
how  many  reams  he  has  printed,  to  inftill  into  the  audience 
fome  conception  of  his  plot. 

In  this  play  is  the  defcription  of  Night,  which  Rymer  has 
made  famous  by  preferring  it  to  thofe  of  all  other  poets. 

The  pra&ice  of  making  tragedies  in  rhyme  was  introduced 
Coon  after  die  Restoration,  as  it  feems  by  the  Earl  of  Orrery, 
in  compliance  with  the  opinion  of  Charles  the  Second,  who 
had  formed  his  tafte  by  the  French  theatre;  and  Dryden, 
who  wrote,  and  made  no  difficulty  of  declaring  that  he  wrote 
only  to  pleafe,  and  who  perhaps  knew  that  by  his  dexterity 
of  verification  he  was  more  likely  to  excel  others  in  rhyme 
than  without  it,  very  readily  adopted  his  mailer's  preference. 
He  therefore  made  rhyming  tragedies,  till,  by  the  prevalence 
of  manifeft  propriety,  he  feems  to  have  grown  afhained  of 
making  them  any  longer. 

To  this  play  is  prefixed  a  very  vehement  defence  of  dra- 
matic rhyme,  in  confutation  of  the  preface  to  the  Duke  of 
Jjtrma,  in  which  Sir  Robert  Howard  bad  cenfured  it. 
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In  1667  hcpublilhed  Annus  Mirabili*  the  Year  of  Won- 
ders, tf  hich  may  be  efteemed  one  of  his  moft  elaborate 
works. 

It  is  addreffied  to  Sir  Robert  Howard  by  a  letter,  which  is 
not  properly  a  dedication;  and,  writing  to  a  poet,  he  has  in- 
terfperfed  many  critical  obfervations,  of  which  fome  are  com- 
mon, and  fome  perhaps  ventured  without  much  confidera- 
tion.  He  began,  even  now,  to  exercife  the  domination  of 
confcious  genius,  by  recommending  his  own  performance : 
"  I  am  fatisfied  that  as  the  Prince  and  General  [Rupert  and 
"  Monk]  are  incomparably  the  beft  fubje&s  I  ever  had,  fo 
" "  what  I  have  written  on  them  is  much  better  than  what  I 
u  have  performed  on  any  other.  As  I  have  endeavoured  to 
"  adorn  my  poem  with  noble  thoughts,  fo  much  more  to  ex- 
€S  prefs  thofe  thoughts  with  elocution." 

It  is  written  in  quatrains,  or  heroic  ftanzas  of  four  Knes:  a 
meafure  which  he  had  learned  from  the  Gondibert  of  Dave* 
nant,  and  which  he  then  thought  the  moft  majeftick  that  the 
Englifh  language  affords.  Of  this  ftanza  he  mentions  the 
incumbrances,  encreafed  as  they  were  by  the  exa&nefs  which 
the  age  required.  It  was,  throughout  his  life,  very  much 
his  cuftom  to  recommend  his  works  by  representation  of  the 
difficulties  that  he  had  encountered,  without  appearing  to 
have  fufficiently  confidered,  that  where  there  is  no  difficulty 
there  is  no  praife. 

There  feems  to  be,  in  the  conduft  of  Sir  Robert  Howard 
and  Dryden  towards  each  other,  Something  that  is  not  now 
-eafily  to  be  explained.  Dryden,  in  his  dedication  to  the  Earl 
of  Orrery,  had  defended  dramatick  rhyme ;  and  Howard,  in 
the  preface  to  a  colle&ion  of  plays  had  cenfured  his  opinion. 
Pryden  vindicated  himfelf  in  his  Dialogue  on  Dramatick 
Poetry :  Howard,  in  his  preface  to  the  Duke  of  Lernut, 
animadverted  on  the  Vindication ;  and  Dryden,  in  a  preface 
to  the  Indian  Emperor,  replied  to  the  Animadverfions  with 
great  afperity,  and  almolt  with  contumely.  The  dedication 
to  this  play  is  dated  the  year  in  which  the  Annus  Mirabili* 
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was  publiflicd.  Here  appears  a  ftrange  inconiiftency ;  but 
Langbaine  affords  forae  help,  by  relating  that  the  anfwer  to 
Howard  was  not  publifhed  in  the  firft  edition  of  the  play,  but 
was  added  when  it  was  afterwards  reprinted ;  and  as  the 
Duke  of  Lerma  did  not  appear  till  1668,  the  fame  year  in 
which  the  dialogue  was  publifhed,  there  was  time  enough  for 
enmity  to  grow  up  between  authors,  who,  writing  both  for 
the  theatre,  were  naturally  rivals. 

He  was  now  fo  much  diftinguifhed,  that  in  1668  *  he  fuc- 
ceeded  Sir  William  Davenant  as  poetlaureat.  The  falary  of 
the  laureat  had  been  raifed  in  favour  of  Jonfon,  by  Charles 
the  Firft,  from  an  hundred  marks  to  one  hundred  pounds  a 
year,  and  a  tierce  of  wine ;  a  revenue  in  thofe  days  not  in- 
adequate to  the  conveniences  of  life. 

The  fame  year,  he  publiflied  his  effay  on  Dramatick 
Poetry,  an  elegant  and  inftru£Uve  dialogue,  in  which  we  are 
told,  by  Prior,  that  the  principal  chara&er  is  meant  to  re- 
ptefent  the  Duke  of  Dorfet.  This  work  feems  to  have  given 
Addifon  a  model  for  his  Dialogues  upon  Medals. 

Secret  Love,  or  the  Maiden  Queen  (1 668),  is  a  tragi-cor 
medy.  In  the  preface  he  difcufles  a  curious  queftion,  whe- 
ther a  poet  can  judge  well  of  his  own  produ&ions  ?  and  de- 
termines very  juftly,  that,  of  the  plan  and  dilpofition,  and  all 
that  can  be  reduced  to  principles  of  fcience,  the  author  may 
depend  upon  his  own  opinion ;  but  that,  in  thofe  parts  where 
fancy  predominates,  felf-love  may  eafily  deceive.  He  mighjt 
have  obferved,  that  what  is  good  only  becaufe  it  pleafes,  can- 
not be  pronounced  good  till  it  has  been  found  to  pleafe. 

Sir  Martin  Marr-all  (1668)  is  a  comedy,  publiflied  with- 
out preface  or  dedication,  and  at  firft  without  the  name  of  the 
author.  Langbaine  charges  it,  like  moft  of  the  reft,  with 
pfegiarifm;  and  obferves,  that  the  fong  w  tranflated  from 


•  0e  did  Dot  obtain  the  Laurel  till  Anguft  18, 16T0,  bat,  Mr.  Melon*  in- 
forn»  «*  the  patent  bad  a  retr«Cpec"t,  and  the  {alary  commenced  from  toe 
Midfummer  after  D'Ayenant's  death.   C 
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Voiture,  allowing  however  that  both  the  fenfe  and  meafure 
are  exa&ly  obferved. 

The  Tempefl  (1670)  is  an  alteration  of  Shakfpeare's  play, 
made  by  Dryden  in  conjun&ion  with  Davenant ;  "  whom/ 
fays  he,  €t  I  found  of  fo  quick  a  fancy,  that  nothing  was  pro- 
4t  pofed  to  him  in  which  he  could  not  fuddenly  produce  a 
u  thought  extremely  pleafant  and  furprifing ;  and  thofe  firft 
€t  thoughts  of  his,  contrary  to  the  Latin  proverb,  were  not 
i€  always  the  leaft  happy ;  and  as  his  fancy  was  quick,  fo  like- 
"  wife  were  the  produ&s  of  it  remote  and  new.  He  bor- 
"  rowed  not  of  any  other;  and  his  imaginations  were  fuch  as 
u  could  not  eafily  enter  into  any  other  man." 

The  efFeft  produced  by  the  conjunSion  of  thefe  two  pow- 
erful minds  was,  that  to  Shakfpeare's  monfter,  Caliban,  is 
added  a  lifter  monfter,  Sycorax ;  and  a  woman,  who,  in  the 
original  play,  had  never  feen  a  man,  is  in  this  brought  ac- 
quainted with  a  man  that  had  never  feen  a  woman. 

About  this  time,  in  1(373,  Dryden  feems  to  have  had  his 
quiet  much  difturbed  by  the  fuccefe  of  the  Emprefs  of  Mo- 
rocco, a  tragedy  written  in  rhyme  by  Elkanah  Settle ;  which 
was  fo  much  applauded,  as  to  make  him  think  his  fupremacy 
of  reputation  in  fome  danger.  Settle  had  not  only  been  pros- 
perous on  the  ftage,  but,  in  the  confidence  of  fuccefs,  had 
publifhed  his  play,  with  fculptures  and  a  preface  of  defiance. 
Here  was  one  offence  added  to  another;  and,  for  the  laft 
blaft  of  inflammation,  it  was  afted  at  Whitehall  by  the  court* 
ladies. 

Dryden  could  not  now  reprefe  thofe  emotions,  which  he 
called  indignation,  and  others  jealoufy ;  but  wrote  upon  the 
play  and  the  dedication  fiich  criticifin  as  malignant  impatience 
could  pour  out  in  hafte. 

Of  Settle  he  gives  this  charafter :  "He's  an  animal  of* 
"  moft  deplored  understanding,  without  reading  and  convert 
"  iation.  His  being  is  in  a  twilight  of  fenfe,  and  fome  giirn- 
u  mering  of  thought  which  he  can  never  fafliion  into  wit  or 
"  Engliih.     His  ftyle  is  boifterous  and  rough-hewn,  bi* 
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*  rbyme  incorrigibly  lewd,  and  his  numbers  perpetually 
tf  haHh  and  ill-founding.  The  little  talent  which  he  has,  is 
u  fancy.  He  foraetimes  labours  with  a  thought;  but,  with 
u  the  pudder  he  makes  to  bring  it  into  the  world,  'tis  com- 
u  monlyftill-born;  fo  that,  for  want  of  learning  and  elocu- 
K  tion,  he  will  never  be  able  to  exprefs  any  thing  either  na- 
"  turallyorjuftly." 

This  is  not  very  decent ;  yet  this  is  one  of  the  pages  is 
which  criticifm  prevails  over  brutal  fury. 

He  proceeds :  <(  He  has  a  heavy  hand  at  fools,  and  a  great 
t€  felicity  in  writing  nonfenfe  for  them.  Fools  they  will  .be 
u  in  fpite  of  him.  His  King,  his  two  Empreffes,  his  Villain, 
u  and  his  Sub-villain,  nay  his  Hero,  have  all  a  certain  natu- 
"  ral  caft  of  the  father — their  father  was  born  and  bred  in 
"  them,  and  fomething  of  the  Elkanah  will  be  vifible." 

This  is  Dryden's  general  declamation  ;  I  will  not  withhold 
from  the  reader  a  particular  remark.  Having  gone  through 
thefirfta&,  he  fays,  "To  conclude  this  aft  with  themoft 
"  rumbling  piece  of  nonfenfe  fpoken  yet : 

u  To  flattering  lightning  our  feign'd  fmiles  conform, 
44  Which,  back'd  with  thunder,  do  but  gild  a  ftorm. 

"  Conform  a J mile  to  lightning,  make  &fmile  imitate  light- 
H  ning,  and  flattering  lightning :  lightning  fure  is  a  threat- 
"  ening  thing.  And  this  lightning  muft  gild  a  ftorm.  Now, 
t€  if  I  muft  conform  my  fmiles  to  lightning,  then  my  fmilet 
'<  muft  gild  a  ftorm  too :  to  gild  with  fmiles,  is  a  new  inven- 
"  tion  of  gilding.  And  gild  a  ftorm  by  being  backed  with 
"  thunder.  Thunder  is  part  of  the  ftorm  ;  fo  one  part  of 
"  the  ftorm  muft  help  to  gild  another  part,  and  help  by 
"  hacking  ;  as  if  a  man  would  gild  a  thing  the  better  for  be- 
"  ing  backed,  or  having  a  load  upon  his  back.  So  that  here 
"  is  gilding  by  conforming,  fmiling,  lightning,  backing, 
"  and  thundering.  The  whole  is  as  if  I  fhould  fay  thus : 
"  I  will  make  my  counterfeit  fmiles  look  like  a  flattering 
"  ftooe-borfe,  which,  being  backed  with  a  trooper,  does  but 
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"  gild  the  battle.  I  am  miftaken  if  nonfenfe  is  not  here  pretty 
"  thick  (own.  Sure  the  poet  writ  thefe  two  lines  a-board 
"  fome  fmack  in  a  ftorm,  and,  being  fea-fick,  fpewed  up  a 
€€  good  lump  of  clotted  nonfenfe  at  once.'* 

Here  is  perhaps  a  fufficient  fpecimen ;  but  as  the  pamphlet, 
though  Dryden's,  has  never  been  thought  worthy  of  repub- 
lication, and  is  not  eafily  to  be  found,  it  may  gratify  curiofity 
to  quote  it  more  largely : 

■  ■  Whene'er  fhe  bleeds. 
He  no  feverer  a  damnation  needs. 
That  dares  pronounce  the  fentence  of  her  death, 
Than  the  infc&ion  that  attends  that  breath. 

u  That  attends  that  breath. — The  poet  is  at  breath  again; 
€t  breath  can  never  'fcape  him ;  and  here  he  brings  in  a 
, "  breath  that  muft  be  infectious  with  pronouncing  a  fen- 
"  tence ;  and  this  fentence  is  not  to  be  pronounced  till  the 
t€  condemned  party  bleeds^  that  is,  flie  muft  be  executed  firft, 
"  and  fentenced  after ;  and  the  pronouncing  of  this  fentence 
"  will  be  infe&ious ;  that  is,  others  will  catch  the  difeafe  of 
"  that  fentence,  and  this  infe&ing  of  others  will  torment  a 
4<  man's  felf.  The  whole  is  thus ;  when  Jhe  bleeds,  thou 
u  needeft  no  greater  hell  or  torment  to  thyfelf,  than  infed- 
u  wg  of  others  by  pronouncing  a  fentence  upon  her.  What 
"  hodge  podge  does  he  make  here !  Never  was  Dutch  grout 
"  fuch  clogging,  thick,  indigestible  fluff.  But  this  is  but  a 
"  tafte  to  flay  the  ftomach ;  we  (hall  have  a  more  plentiful 
u  mefs  prefently." 

"  Now  to  dim  up  the  poet's  broth,  that  t  promifed : 

For  when  we're  dead,  and  our  freed  fouls  enlarg'd, 

Of  nature's  grofier  burden  we're  difcharg'd. 

Then,  gentle  as  a  happy  lover's  figh, 

Like  wand'ring  meteors  through  the  air  we'll  fly, 

And  in  our  airy  walk,  as  fubtle  guefts, 

We'll  fteal  into  our  cruel  fathers'  breads, 

There  read  their  fouls,  and  track  each  paflion's  fphere, 

See  how  Revenge  moves  there?  Ambition  here  -r 
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And  in  their  orbs  view  the  dark  chara&crs 

Of  fieges,  ruins,  murders,  blood,  and  wars. 

Well  blot  out  all  thofe  hideous  draughts,  and  write 

Pure  and  white  forms ;  then  with  a  radiant  light 

Their  breads  encircle,  till  their  paffions  be 

Gentle  as  nature  in  its  infancy ; 

Till,  foften'd  by  our  charms,  their  furies  ceafe, 

And  their  revenge  refolves  into  a  peace. 

Thus  by  our  death  their  quarrel  ends, 

Whom  living  we  made  foes,  dead  well  make  friends. 

*  If  this  be  not  a  very  liberal  mefe,  I  will  refer  myfelf  to  the 
"  ftomach  of  any  moderate  gueft.  And  a  rare  mefs  it  is,  far 
u  excelling  any  Weftminfter  white-broth.  It  is  a  kind  of 
"  gibiet  porridge,  made  of  the  giblets  of  a  couple  of  young 
a  geefe,  flogged  full  of  meteori,  orbs,  fpheres,  track,  hidt- 
u  ous  draughts,  dark  chara&ers,  white  forms,  and  radiant 
"  Ughts,  defigned  not  only  to  pleafe  appetite,  and  indulge 
''  luxury,  but  it  is  alfo  phyfical,  being  an  approved  medi- 
4(  cine  to  purge  choler ;  for  it  is  propounded,  by  Morena,  as 
''  a  receipt  to  cure  their  fathers  of  their  choleric  humours; 
"  and,  were  it  written  in  characters  as  barbarous  as  the 
"  words,  might  very  well  pais  for  a  doctor's  bill.  To  con- 
"  elude:  it  is  porridge,  'tis  a  receipt,  'tis  a  pig  with  a  pud- 
"  ding  in  the  belly,  'tis  I  know  not  what :  for,  certainly,  ue- 
"  ver  any  one  that  pretended  to  write  fenfe  had  the  impu- 
"  dence  before  to  put  fuch  fluff  as  this  into  the  mouths  of 
"  thofe  that  were  to  fpeak  it  before  an  audience,  whom  he 
"  did  not  take  to  be  all  fools;  and  after  that  to  print  it  too, 
"  and  expofe  it  to  the  examination  of  the  world.  But  let 
"  us  fee  what  we  can  make  of  this  fluff: 

For  when  we're  dead,  and  our  freed  fouls  enlarg'd — 
"  Here  be  tells  us  what  it  is  to  be  dead ;  it  is  to  have  our 
u  freed  fouls  fet free.    Now,  if  to  have  a  foul  fet  free,  is  to 
"  be  dead ;  then  to  have  a  freed foul  fet  free,  is  to  have  a 
*  dead  man  die. 

Then,  gently  as  a  happy  lover's  figh—— 
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*  They  two  like  onejigh,  and  that  one  Jigh  like  twowander- 
"  ing  meteors, 

" — Shall  fly  through  the  air— 

€t  That  is,  they  (hall  mount  above  like  falling  (tars,  or  elfe 
u  they  (hall  (kip  like  two  jacks  with  lanthorns,  or  Will  with  a 
€t  whifp,  and  Madge  with  a  candle." 

And  in  their  airy  walk  Jleal  into  their  cruel  fatliers9 
breajls,  like  fubtle  guejls.  So  "  that  their  fathers9  breqfls 
"  muft  be  in  an  airy  walk,  an  airy  walk  of  a  flier.  And 
€t  there  they  will  read  their  fouls,  and  track  the  fpheres  of 
u  their  pajjions.  That  is,  thefe  walking  fliers,  Jack  with  a 
"  lanthoru,  &c.  will  put  on  his  fpeftacles,  and  fall  a  reading 
"fouls,  and  put  on  his  pumps  and  fall  a  tracking  of 
"  fpheres :  fo  that  he  will  read  and  run,  walk  and  fly,  at  the 
u  fame  time !  Oh !  nimble  Jack !  Then  he  will  fee,  how  re- 

€l  venge  here,  how  ambition  there The  birds  will  hop 

<c  about.  And  then  view  the  dark  charaSlers  offieges,  ruins, 
€t  murders,  blood,  and  wars,  in  their  orbs:  Track  the  cha- 
€t  ratters  to  their  forms !  Oh !  rare  fport  for  Jack !  Never 
"  was  place  fo  full  of  game  as  thefe  breads !  You  cannot 
"  ftir,  but  fluih  a  fphere,  ftart  a  character,  or  unkennel  an 
«  orb!" 

Settle's  is  faid  to  have  been  the  firft  play  embellHhed  with 
fculptures ;  thofe  ornaments  feem  to  have  given  poor  Dryden 
great  difturbance.  He  tries  however Xo  eafe  his  pain  by  vent- 
ing his  malice  in  a  parody. 

"  The  poet  has  not  only  been  fo  imprudent  to  expofe  all 
"  this  fluff,  but  fo  arrogant  to  defend  it  with  an  epiftle ;  like 
{t  a  faucy  booth-keeper,  that,  when  he  had  put  a  cheat  upon 
u  the  people,  would  wrangle  and  fight  with  any  that  would 
<(  not  like  it,  or  would  offer  to  difcover  it ;  for  which  arro- 
"  garice  our  poet  receives  this  correction ;  and,  to  jerk  him 
"  a  little  the  (harper,  I  will  not  tranfpofe  his  verfie,  but  by 
€€  the  help  of  his  own  words  tranfnonfenfe  fenfe,  that  by  my 
"  (tuff,  people  may  judge  the  better  what  is  his ; 
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"  Great  Boy,  thy  tragedy  and  fculptures  done, 

"  From  prefs  and  plates,  in  fleets  do  homeward  run ; 

"  And,   in  ridiculous,  and  humble  pride, 

"  Their  courfe  in  ballad-fingers'  baflcets  guide, 

"  Whofe  greafy  twigs  do  all  new  beauties  take, 

"  From  the  gay  (hews  thy  dainty  fculptures  make. 

"  Thy  lines  a  mefs  of  rhyming  nonfenfe  yield, 

"  A  fcnfelefs  tale,  with  flattering  fuftian  fill'd. 

"  No  grain  of  fenfc  does  in  one  line  appear, 

"  Thy  words  big  bulks  of  boifterous  bom  baft  bear. 

"  With  noife  they  move,  and   from  players'  mouths  re* 

st  bound, 
H  When  their  tongues  dance  to  thy  words'  empty  found, 
"  By  thee  infpir'd  the  rumbling  verfes  roll, 
"  As  if  that  rhyme  and  bombaft  lent  a  foul; 
"  And  with  that  foul  they  feem  taught  duty  too ; 
"  To  huffing  words  does  humble  nonfenfe  bow, 
"  "  As  if  it  would  thy  worthlefs  worth  enhance, 
"  To  th'  loweft  rank  of  fops  thy  praife  advance, 
"  To  whom,  by  inftinft,  all  thy  fluff  is  dear  2 
H  Their  loud  claps  echo  to  the  theatre. 
"  From  breaths  of  fools  thy  commendation  fpreads, 
"  Fame  fings  thy  praife  with  mouths  of  logger-heads. 
"  With  noife  and  laughing  each  thy  fuftian  greets, 
11  Tis  clapt  by  choirs  of  empty-headed  cits, 
"  Who  have  their  tribute  fent,  and  homage  given, 
"  As  men  in  whifpers  fend  loud  noife  to  Heaven. 

"  Thus  I  have  daubed  him  with  his  own  puddle :  and  now 
u  we  are  come  from  aboard  his  dancing,  malking,  rebound- 
"  ing,  breathing  fleet :  and,  as  if  we  had  landed  at  Gotliany 
u  we  meet  nothing  but  fools  and  nonfenfe." 

Such  was  the  criticifm  to  which  the  genius  of  Dryden 
could  be  reduced,  between  rage  and  terrour;  rage  with  little 
provocation,  and  terrour  with  little  danger.  To  fee  the  high- 
eft  mind  thus  levelled  with  the  meaneft,  may  produce  fome 
iblace  to  the  confeioufnefs  of  weaknefs,  and  fome  mortifica- 
tion to  the  pride  of  wifdom.    But  let  it  be  remembered,  that 
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minds  are  not  levelled  in  their  powers  but  when  they  are  firft 
levelled  in  their  defires.  Dryden  and  Settle  had  both  placed 
their  happinefs  in  the  claps  of  multitudes. 

An  Evenings  Love,  or  The  Mock  Ajhologer,  a  comedy 
(1671)  is  dedicated  to  the  illuftrious  Duke  of  Newcaftle, 
whom  he  courts  by  adding  to  his  praifes  thofe  of  his  lady,  not 
only  as  a  lover,  but  a  partner  of  his  ftudies.  It  is  unplea- 
fing  to  think  bow  many  names,  once  celebrated,  are  fince 
forgotten.  Of  NewcafUe's  works  nothing  is  now  known  but 
his  Treatife  on  Horfemanihip. 

The  Preface  feems  very  elaborately  written,  and  contains 
many  juft  remarks  on  the  Fathers  of  the  Englifli  drama.  Shak- 
ipeare's  plots,  he  fays,  are  in  the  hundred  novels  of  Cinthio; 
thofe  of  Beaumont  and  Fletcher  in  Spaniih  Stories ;  Jonfon 
only  made  them  for  himfelf.  His  criticifms  upon  tragedy, 
comedy,  and  force,  are  judicious  and  profound.  He  endea- 
vours to  defend  the  immorality  of  fome  of  his  comedies  by 
the  example  of  former  writers ;  which  is  only  to  fay,  that  lie 
was  not  the  firft  nor  perhaps  the  greateft  offender.  Againft 
thofe  that  accufed  him  of  plagiarifm  he  alleges  a  favourable 
expreflion  of  the  king :  t€  He  only  defired  that  they,  who  ac- 
«  cufe  me  of  thefts,  would  fteal  him  plays  like  mine;"  and 
then  relates  how  much  labour  he  fpeods  m  fitting  for  the 
Englifli  ftage  what  he  borrows  from  others. 

Tyrannic*.  Love,  or  tie  Virgin  Martyr  (1672),  was  ano- 
ther tragedy  in  rhyme,  confpicuous  for  many  paffages  of 
ftrength  and  elegance,  and  many  of  empty  noife  and  ridicu- 
lous turbulence.  The  rants  of  Maximin  have  been  always 
ttie  fport  of  criticifm ;  and  were  at  length,  if  his  own  confef- 
fion  may  be  trufted,  the  ihame  of  the  writer. 

Of  this  play  he  has  taken  care  to  let  the  reader  know,  that 
it  was  contrived  and  written  in  feven  weeks.  Want  of  time 
was  often  his  excufe,  or  perhaps  fhortnefe  of  time  was  his 
private  boaft  in  the  form  of  an  apology. 

It  was  written  before  The  Conquefi  of  Granada,  but 
publifhed  after  it.    Hie  defign  is  to  recommend  piety.    « I 
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u  conGdered  that  pleafure  was  not  the  only  end  of  Poefy ;  and 
"  that  even  the  inftru&ions  of  morality  were  not  fo  wholly 
a  the  bufmefe  of  a  poet,  as  that  the  precepts  and  examples 
u  of  piety  were  to  be  omitted ;  for  to  leave  that  employment 
u  altogether  to  the  clergy,  were  to  forget  that  religion  was 
"  firft  taught  in  verfe,  which  the  lazinefs  or  dullnefe  of  fuc- 
"  ceeding  priefthood  turned  afterwards  into  profe."  Thus 
fooliflily  could  Dryden  write,  rather  than  not  fliew  his  ma- 
lice to  the  parfons  #. 

The  two  parts  of  The  Conqueft  of  Granada  (1672),  are 
written  with  a  feeming  determination  to  glut  the  publick 
with  dramatick  wonders,  to  exhibit  in  its  higheft  elevation 
a  theatrical  meteor  of  incredible  love  and  impoffible  valour, 
and  to  leave  no  room  for  a  wilder  flight  to  the  extravagance 
of  posterity.  All  the  rays  of  romantick  heat,  whether  amo- 
rous or  warlike,  glow  in  Almanzor  by  a  kind  of  concentra- 
tion. He  is  above  all  laws ;  he  is  exempt  from  all  reftraints; 
he  ranges  the  world  at  will,  and  governs  wherever  he  ap- 
pears* He  fights  without  enquiring  the  caufe,  and  loves  in 
fpight  of  the  obligations  of  juftice,  of  reje&ion  by  his  mif- 
trefi,  and  of  prohibition  from  the  dead.  Yet  the  fcenes  are, 
for  the  moft  part,  delightful ;  they  exhibit  a  kind  of  illuftrious 
depravity,  and  majeftick  madneis,  fuch  as,  if  it  is  fometimes 
defpifed,  is  often  reverenced,  and  in  which  the  ridiculous  is 
mingled  with  the  aftonilhing. 

In  the  Epilogue  to  the  fecond  part  of  The  Conqueft  of 
Granada,  Dryden  indulges  his  favourite  pleafure  of  diicre- 

*  So  fond  was  he  of  opportunity  to  gratify  his  fpleen  againft  the  clergy, 
that  he  fcrupled  not  to  convert  Chaucer's  images,  in  the  Knightes  TaU,  of 
*  The  fmiler  with  the  knif  under  the  cloke,"  and  of  "Conteke  with  Wody 
ta»V  into  thefe  firtires  on  the  church.  See  Warton's  Hijt.  Eng.  Poetry,  vol 
l.p»35t* 

"  Next  ftood  Hypocrify  with  holy  Jeer, 

M  Soft-lmiling,  and  demurely  looking  down, 

"  But  hid  the  dagger  underneath  the  gown" 

«  Conteft  with  flmrpened  knives  in  cloyfiert  drawn* 

«  And  all  with  Mood  befpread  the  hoi*/  lawn."    T. 
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diting  his  predeceflbrs ;  and  this  Epilogue  he  has  defended 
by  a  long  poftfcript.  He  had  prom i fed* a  fecond  dialogue,  in 
which  he  fliould  more  fully  treat  of  the  virtues  and  faults  of 
the  Engliih  poets,  who  have  written  in  the  dramatick,  epick, 
or  lyrick  way.  This  promife  was  never  formally  performed; 
but,  with  refpeft  to  the  dramatick  writers,  he  has  given  us  in 
his  prefaces,  and  in  this  poftfcript,  fomething  equivalent ;  but 
his  purpofe  being  to  exalt  himfelf  by  the  comparifon,  he  fhewg 
faults  diftin£My,  and  only  praifes  excellence  in  general  terms. 

A  play  thus  written,  in  profeffed  defiance  of  probability, 
naturally  drew  upon  itfelf  the  vultures  of  the  theatre.  One 
of  the  criticks  that  attacked  it  was  Martin  Clifford,  to  whom 
Sprat  addreffed  the  Life  of  Cowley,  with  fuch  veneration  of 
his  critical  powers  as  might  naturally  excite  great  expeftations 
of  inftru&ions  from  his  remarks.  But  let  honeft  credulity 
beware  of  receiving  charaders  from  contemporary  writers. 
Clifford's  remarks,  by  the  favour  of  Dr.  Percy,  were  at  lait 
obtained ;  and,  that  no  man  may  ever  want  them  more,  I  will 
extraft  enough  to  Satisfy  all  reafonable  defire. 

In  thefirft  Letter  his  obfervation  is  only  general;  "  You 
u  do  live,"  fays  he,  "  in  as  much  ignorance  and  darknefs  as 
u  you  did  in  the  wpmb ;  your  writings  are  like  a  Jack-of-all- 
u  trade's  {hop ;  tliey  have  a  variety,  but  nothing  of  value ; 
"  and  if  thou  art  not  the  dulleft  plant-animal  that  ever  the 
"  earth  produced,  all  that  I  have  converted  with  are  ftrangely 
€t  miftaken  in  thee.*' 

In  the  fecond  he  tells  him  that  Almanzor  is  not  more  co- 
pied from  Achilles  than  from  Ancient  Piftol.  "  But  I  am,* 
fays  he,  "  ftrangely  miftaken  if  I  have  not  feen  this  very  Al- 
u  manzor  of  yours  in  fome  difguife  about  this  towrn,  andpais- 
u  ing  under  another  name.  Pr  ythee  tell  me  true,  was  not 
u  this  Huffcap  once  the  Indian  EmperorV  and  at  another 
"  time  did  he  not  call  himfelf  Maximin  ?  Was  not  Lynda- 
u  rata  once  called  Almeria  ?  I  mean  under  Montezuma 
"  the  Indian  Emperor.  I  proteft  and  vow  they  are  either 
"  the  fame,  or  fo  alike,  that  I  cannot,  for  my  heart,  diftin- 


Digitized  by  VjOOQlC 


LIFE  OF  DRYDEN.  xvii 

"  guifh  one  from  the  other.  You  are  therefore  a  ftrange 
"  unconfciooable  thief;  thou  art  not  content  to  fteal  from 
"  others,  bat  doft  rob  thy  poor  wretched  felf  too." 

Now  was  Settle's  time  to  take  his  revenge.  He  wrote  a 
vindication  of  his  own  lines ;  and,  if  he  is  forced  to  yield  any 
thing,  makes  his  reprisals  upon  his  enemy.  To  iky  that  his 
anfwer  is  equal  to  the  cenfure,  is  no  high  commendation. 
To  expofe  Dryden's  method  of  analyfing  his  expreffions,  he 
tries  the  fame  experiment  upon  the  fame  defcription  of  the 
Slips  in  the  Indian  Emperor,  of  which  however  he  does  not 
deny  the  excellence ;  but  intends  to  fhew,  that  by  ftudied 
miiconftru&ion  every  thing  may  be  equally  reprefented  as  ri- 
,  diculoas.  After  fo  much  of  Drydeu's  elegant  animadverfions, 
juftice  requires  thatfomething  of  Settle's  mould  be  exhibited. 
The  following  obfervations  are  therefore  extracted  from  a 
qouto  pamphlet  of  ninety  five  pages : 

"  Fate  after  him  below  with  pain  did  move, 
"  And  victory  could  fcarce  keep  pace  above. 

"  Tbefe  two  lines,  if  be  can  fhew  me  any  fenfe  or  thought  in, 
"  or  any  thing  but  bombaft  and  noife,  he  fhall  inake  me  be- 
K  Beve  every  word  in  his  obfervations  on  Morocco  fenfe. 
In  The  Smprefs  of  Morocco  were  thefe  lines : 

"  111  travel  then  to  fome  remoter  fphere, 

•*  Till  I  find  out  new  worlds,  and  crown  you  there." 

On  which  Dryden  made  this  remark : 

"  I  believe  our  learned  author  takes  a  fphere  for  a  coun- 
"  try;  the  fphere  of  Morocco;  as  if  Morocco  were  th* 
"  globe  of  earth  and  water;  but  a  globe  is  no  fphere  neither, 

*  hy  his  leave.  &c."    "  So  fphere  muft  not  be  fenfe,  unlefi- 

*  it  relates  to  a  circular  motion  about  a  globe,  in  which  fenfe 

*  the  aftrooomers  ufe  it    I  would  defire  him  to  expound 

*  thofe  lines  in  Granada : 

w  IH  to  the  turrets  of  the  palace  go, 

*  And  add  new  fire  to  thofe  that  fight  below. 

TOL.U  b 
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44  Thence,  Hero- like,  with  torches  by  my  fide, 

"  (Far  be  the  omen  though)  my  Love  Til  guide. 

44  No,  like  his  better  fortune  I'll  appear, 

44  With  open  arms,  loofe  veil,  and  flowing  hair,  \ 

€t  Juft  flying  forward  from  my  rowliug  fpherc.  3 

"  I  wonder,  if  lie  be  fo  ftri&,  how  he  dares  make  fo  bold 
"  withJpAere  himfelf,  and  be  fo  critical  in  other  men's  writ- 
tc  ings.     Fortune  is  fancied  (landing  on  a  globe,  not  on  i 

u  fp^ref  M  ne  to'd  us  *n  tne  &*&  a&« 

€€  Becaufe  ElkanaKs  Similies  are  the  moft  unlike  thing* 
€(  to  what  they  are  compared  in  the  world,  I'll  venture  to  dart' 
u  a  fimile  in  his  Annus  Mirabilis :  he  gives  this  poetical  de- 
cr  fcription  of  the  (hip  called  the  London ; 

44  The  goodly  London  in  her  gallant  trim,    . 

44  The  Phoenix-daughter  of  the  vanquiflit  old, 

44  Like  a  rich  bride  does  on  the  ocean  fvvim, 

41  And  on  her  fliadow  rides  in  floating  gold. 

44  Her  dag  aloft  fpread  ruffling  in  the  wind, 

14  And  fanguine  ftreainers  feem'd  the  flood  to  fire : 

44  The  weaver,  charm'd  with  what  his  loom  defign'd, 

•4  Goes  on  to  fea,  and  knows  not  to  retire* 

44  With  roomy  decks  her  guns  of  mighty  ftrength 

44  Whofe  low-laid  mouths  each  mounting  billow  laves, 

«f  Deep  in  her  draught,  and  warlike  in  her  length, 

<4  She  feeros  a  fea-wafp  flying  in  the  waves. 

"  What  a  wonderful  pother  is  here,  to  make  alt  tliefe  poetical 
'u  beautifications  of  a  fliip ;  that  is,  a  pheniv  in  the  firft 
u  ftanza,  and  but  a  wafp  in  the  laft ;  nay,  to  make  his  hum- 
u  ble  comparifon  of  a  wafp  more  ridiculous,  he  does  not 
.  <**  fay  it  flies  upon  the  waves  as  nimbly  as  a  wafp,  or  the 
"  like,  but  it  feemed  a  wafp.  But  our  author  at  the  writing 
€f  of  tliis  was  not  in  his  altitudes,  to  compare  (hips  to  floating 
c(  palaces :  a  comparifon  to  the  purpofe,  was  a  perfection  he 
"  did  not  arrive  to  till  the  Indian  Emperor's  days.  But  per- 
"  haps  his  fimttitudc  has  more  in  it  than  we  imagine;   this 
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u  fliip  had  a  great  many  guns  in  her,  and  they,  ptit  all  toge- 
t€  ther,  made  the  fting  in  the  wafp's  tail :  for  this  is  all  the 
"  reafon  lean  guefa,  why  it  feemed  a  wafp.  But,  becaufe 
"  we  will  allow  him  all  we  can  to  help  out,  let  it  be  upktnix 
"  fea-wqfp,  and  the  rarity  of  fiich  an  animal  may  do  much 
"  towards  heightening  the  fancy. 

"  It  had  been  much  more  to  his  purpofe,  if  he  had  de- 
"  figned  to  render  the  fenfeleis  play  little,  to  have  fearched 
"  for  fome  fuch  pedantry  as  this : 

"  Two  ifs  fcarce  make  onfe  pofllbility. 

"  If  juftice  will  take  all,  and  nothing  give* 

"  Juftice,  roethink*,  is  not  diftributive. 

u  To  die  or  kill  you  is  the  alternative. 

"  Rather  than  take  your  life,  I  will  not  live* 

"  Obferve  how  prettily  our  author  chops  logick  in  heroick 
"  verfe.  Three  fuch  fuftian  canting  words  as  diftributive,  aU 
a  tentative,  and  two  ifs,  no  man  but  himfelf  would  have 
"  come  within  the  noife  of.  But  he's  a  man  of  general 
"  learning,  and  all  comes  into  his  play. 

"  T  would  have  done  well  too  if  he  could  have  met  with 
"  the  rant  or  two,  worth  the  obfervation :  fuch  as, 

"  Move  fwiftly,  Sun,  and  fly  a  lover's  pace* 

"  Leave  months  and  weeks  behind  thee  iu  thy  race. 

"  But  furely  the  Sun,  whether  he  flies  a  lover's  or  not  a 
"  lover's  pace,  leaves  weeks  and  months,  nay  yean  too,  be* 
"  hind  him  in  his  race. 

"  Poor  Robin,  or  any  other  of  the  Philo-mathematicks> 
"  would  have  given  him  latisfa&ion  in  the  point, 

11  If  I  could  kill  thee  now,  thy  fate's  fo  low, 
"  That  I  mud  ftoop,  etc  I  can  give  the  blow.    . 
"  But  mine  is  fixt  fo  far  above  thy  crown, 
"  That  all  thy  men, 
"  Piled  on  thy  back,  can  never  pull  it  down. 

"  Now  where  that  is,  Almanzor's  fate  is  fixt,  I  cannot 
bfi 
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"  guefe :  but,  wherever  it  is,  I  believe  Almanzor,  and  think 
"  that  all  Abdalla's  fubjeAs,  piled  upon  one  another,  might 
"  not  pull  down  hw  fate  fo  well  as  without  piling :  befides  I 
"  think  Abdalla  fo  wife  a  man,  that,  if  Almanzor  had  told 
"  him  piling  his  men  upon  his  back  might  do  the  feat,  he 
"  would  fcarcely  bear  fuch  a  weight,  for  the  pleafure  of  the 
"  eiploit ;  but  it  is  a  huff,  and  let  Abdalla  do  it  if  he  dare. 


"  The  people  like  a  headlong  torrent  go, 
•*  And  every  dam  they  break  or  overflow. 
M  But,  unoppos'd,  their  either  lofe  their  force, 
*'  Or  wind  in  volumes  to  their  former  courfe : 

«  a  very  pretty  allufion,  contrary  to  all  fenfe  or  reafon.  Toiv 
"  rents,  I  take  it,  let  them  wind  never  fo  much,  can  nevet 
"  return  to  their  former  courfe,  unlets  he  can  fuppofe  that 
"  fountains  can  go  upwards,  which  is  impoflible ;  nay  more, 
"  in  the  foregoing  page  he  tells  us  lb  too ;  a  trick  of  a  very 
"  unfaithful  memory* 

"  But  can  no  more  than  fountain?  upward  flow ; 

"  which  of  a  torrent,  which  fignifies  a  rapid  ftr#am,  is  much 
"  more  impoflible.  Befides,  if  he  goes  to  quiSbte,  and  fay, 
"  that  it  is  poflible  by  art  water  may  be  made  return,  and 
"  the  fame  water  run  twice  in  one  and  the  fame  channel ;  then 
"  he  quite  confates  what  he  fays :  for  it  is  by  being  oppofed, 
"  that  it  runs  into  its  former  courfe ;  for  all  engines  mat  make 
"  water  fo  return,  do  it  by  compulfion  and  opposition.  Or, 
"  H  he  means  a  headlong  torrent  for  a  tide,  which  would  be 
"  ridiculous,  yet  they  do  not  wind  in  volumes,  but  come 
u  fore-right  back  (if  their  upright  lies  ftraight  to  their  former 
"  courfe),  and  that  by  oppofition  of  the  fea-water,  that 
«  drives  them  back  again. 

"  And  tor  fancy,  when  he  lights  of  any  thing  like  it,  'tis  a 
c'  wonder  if  it  be  not  borrowed.  As  here,  ibr  example  of,  I 
"  find  this  fanciful  thought  in  his  Ann.  Mirai. 
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u  Old  father  Thames  rais'd  up  his  reverend  head : 
"  But  fearM  the  fate  of  Simoeis  would  return; 
"  Deep  in  his  ooze  he  fought  his  fcdgy  bed ; 
"  And  fhrunk  his  waters  hack  into  his  urn. 

"  This  b  ftolen  from  Cowley's  Davideis,  p.  9* 

"  Swift  Jordan  darted,  and  ft  rait  backward  fled, 
"  Hiding  amongft  thick  reeds  his  aged  head." 

"  And  when  the  Spaniards  their  aflault  begin, 
"  At  once  beat  thofe  without  and  thofe  within. 

"  This  Almanzor  fpeaks  of  himfelf ;  and  Aire  for  one  mail 

*  to  conquer  an  army  within  the  city,  and  another  without 
"  the  city,  at  once,  is  fomething  difficult :  but  this  flight  is 
"  pardonable  to  fome  we  meet  with  in  Granada :  Ofmin, 
"  fpeaking  of  Almanzor, 

"  Who,  like  a  temped  that  outrides  the  wind, 
u  Made  a  juft  battle,  ere  the  bodies  joined* 

"  Pray,  what  does  this  honourable  perfon  mean  by  a  tempejl 
u  that  outrides  the  wind  ?  a  temped  that  outrides  itfelf.    To 

*  fuppofe  a  tempeft  without  wind,  is  as  bad  as  fuppofmg  a 

*  man  to  walk  without  feet;    for  if  he  fuppofes  the  tempeft 

*  to  be  fomething  diftinft  from  the  wind,  yet,  as  bqing  the 

*  efleft  of  wind  only,  to  come  before  the  caufe  is  a  little  pre* 
"  pofterous ;  fo  that,  if  he  takes  it  one  way,  or  if  he  takes  it 
u  the  other,  thofe  two  ifs  will  fcarcely  make  one  pojftbi lit y." 
Enough  of  Settle. 

Marriage  a-la-rnode  (1673)  is  a  comedy  dedicated  to  the 
Eirlof  Rochefter;  whom  he  acknowledges  not  only  as  the 
defender  of  his  poetry,  but  the  promoter  of  his  fortune. 
Lmgbaine  places  this  play  in  1673.  The  Earl  of  Rochefter, 
therefore,  was  the  famous  Wilmot,  whom  yet  tradition  al- 
ways represents  as  an  enemy  to  Dryden,  and  who  is  mentioned 
by  him  with  fome  difrefpeft  in  the  preface  to  Juvenal. 

The  Affignation,  or  Love  in  a  Nunnery,  a  comedy  (1673) 
*tt  driven  off  the  ftage,  again/l  the  opinion,  as  the  autjxar 
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fays,  of  the  beji  judges.  It  is  dedicated,  in  a  very  elegant 
addrefe,  to  Sir  Charles  Sedley  ;  in  which  he  finds  an  oppor- 
tunity for  his  ufuai  complaint  of  hard  treatment  and  uurea- 
fonablecenfuie. 

Amboyna  (1673)  is  a  tiffue  of  mingled  dialogue  in  verfe 
and  profe,  and  was  perhaps  written  in  lefs  time  than  The  Vir- 
gin Martyr ;  though  the  author  thought  not  fit  either  often- 
tatioufly  or  mournfully  to  tell  how  little  labour  it  coft  him,  or 
at  how  ihort  a  warning  he  produced  it.  It  was  a  temporary 
performance,  written  in  the  time  of  the  Dutch  war,  to  in- 
flame the  nation  againft  their  enemies ;  to  whom  he  hopes,  as 
he  declares  in  his  Epilogue,  to  make  his  poetry  not  lefs  de- 
ftru&ive  then  that  by  which  Tyrtaeus  of  old  animated  the 
Spartans.  This  play  was  written  m  the  fecond  J)utch  war, 
Ui  1673. 

Troilus  and  Crejfida  (1679)  is  a  play  altered  from  Shak^ 
fpeare;  but  fo  altered,  that,  even  in  Langbaine's  opipion, 
"  the  laft  fcene  in  the  third  aft  is  a  mafter-piece."  It  is  in- 
troduced by  a  difcourfe  on  "  the  Grounds  of  Criticifm  in 
Tragedy,"  to  which  I  fufpe&  that  Rymer*s  book  had  given 
occafion. 

The  Spani/h  Fryar  (l6Bl)  is  a  tragi-comedy,  eminent 
for  the  happy  coincidence  and  coalition  of  the  two  plots.  As 
It  was  written  againft  the  Papifts,  it  would  naturally  at  that 
time  have  friends  and  enemies ;  and  partly  by  the  popularity 
which  it  obtained  at  firft,  and  partly  by  the  real  power  both 
of  the  ferious  and  rifible  part,  it  continued  long  a  favourite  of 
the  publick. 

It  was  Dryden's  opinion,  at  lead  for  fome  time,  and  he 
maintains  it  in  the  dedication  of  this  play,  that  the  drama  re- 
quired  an  alternation  of  comick  and  tragick  fcenes;  and  that 
it  is  neceffary  to  mitigate  by  alleviations  of  merriment  the 
preffure  of  ponderous  events,  and  the  fatigue  of  toilfome  paf- 
fions.  "  Whoever,"  feys  he,  "  cannot  perform  both  parts,  ts 
hit  half  a  writer  for  thejlage" 

The  Duke  of  Guife,  a  tragedy  (1683),  written  in  conp 
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juu&ioa  with  Lee>  as  Oedipus  had  been  before,  feems  to 
deferve  notice  only  for  the  offence  which  it  gave  to  the  rem- 
nant of  the  Covenanters,  and  in  general  to  the  enemies  of  the 
court,  who  attacked  him  with  great  violence,  and  were  an- 
fwered  by  him ;  though  at  laft  he  feem3  to  withdraw  from  the 
cooflift,  by  transferring  the  greater  part  of  the  blame  or  me- 
rit to  his  partner.  It  happened  that  a  contract  had  been 
made  between  them,  by  which  they  were  to  join  in  writing  a 
play :  and  •'  he  happened,"  fays  Dryden,  "  to  claim  the  pro- 
"  mife  juft  upon  the  finiihing  of  a  poem,  when  I  would  have 
"  been  glad  of  a  little  refpite.  Tao-thirds  of  it  belonged  to 
"  him  ;  and  to  me  only  the  firft  fcene  of  the  play,  the  whole 
"  fourth  a&,  and  the  firft  half,  or  fomewhat  more,  of  the 
«  fifth." 

This  was  a  play  written  profeffedly  for  the  party  of  the 
Duke  of  York,  whofe  fucceffion  was  then  oppofed.  A  pa- 
rallel is  intended  between  the  Leaguers  of  France  and  the 
Covenanters  of  England :  and  this  intention  produced  the 
coutroverfy, 

Albion  and  Albanius  (1685)  is  a  muiical  drama  or  opera, 
written,  like  The  Duke  of  Guife,  agaioft  the  Republicans* 
With  what  fuccefe  it  was  performed,  I  have  not  found  *• 

The  State  of  Innocence  and  Fall  of  Man,  (1675)  is  term- 
ed  by  him  an  opera :  it  is  rather  a  tragedy  in  beroick  rhyme, 
but  of  vihich  the  perfonages  are  fuch  as  cannot  decently  be 
exhibited  on  the  ftage.  Some  fuch  production  was  forefeea 
by  Marvel,  who  writes  thus  to  Milton : 

w  Or  if  a  work  fo  infinite  be  fpann'd, 
u  Jealous  I  was  left  fome  lefe  fkilful  hand 
"  (Such  as  difquiet  always  what  is  well, 
"And  by  ill-imitating  would  excel  ) 

•  Downes  fays,  it  was  performed  on  a  very  unlucky  day,  via.  that  on  which, 
the  Bake  of  Monmouth  landed  in  the  Weft;  and  be  intimates,  that  the  con- 
sternation into  which  the  kingdom  was  thrown  by  this  event  was  a  r«a£*n  why 
fe  wis  Derforaed  bat  fix  tunes,  and  was  in  general  ill  received.    Us 
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"  Might  hence  prefume  the  whole  creation's  day 
"  To  change  in  fcenes,  and  (hew  it  in  a  play." 

It  is  another  of  his  hafty  productions ;  for  the  heat  of  his  ima- 
gination raifed  it  in  a  month. 

This  compofition  is  addreffed  to  the  Princefe  of  Modena, 
then  Dutchefs  of  York,  in  a  drain  of  flattery  which  difgraces 
genius,  and  which  it  was  wonderful  that  any  man  that  knew 
the  meaning  of  his  own  words  could  ufe  without  felf-detefta- 
tion.  It  is  an  attempt  to  mingle  Earth  and  Heaven,  by 
praifing  human  excellence  in  the  language  of  religion. 

The  preface^  contains  an  apology  for  heroick  verfe  and 
poetic  licence ;  by  which  is  meant  not  any  liberty  taken  in 
contracting  or  extending  words,  but  the  ufe  of  bold  fictions 
and  ambitious  figures. 

.  The  reafon  which  he  gives  for  printing  what  was  never 
afted  cannot  be  overpafled :  "  I  was  induced  to  it  in  my  own 
"  defence,  many  hundred  copies  of  it  being  difperfed  abroad 
u  without  my  knowledge  or  confent ;  and  every  one  gather- 
"  in*  new  faults,  it  became  at  length  a  libel  againft  me." 
Theie  copies,  as  they  gathered  faults,  were  apparently  ma- 
uufcript ;  and  he  lived  in  an  age  very  unlike  ours,  if  many 
hundred  copies  of  fourteen  hundred  lines  were  likely  to  be 
tranfcribed.  An  author  has  a  right  to  print  his  own  works, 
and  need  not  feek  an  apology  in  falfehood ;  but  he  that  could 
bear  to  write  the  dedication,  felt  no  pain  in  writing  the  pre- 
face. 

Aureng  Zebe  (1676)  is  a  tragedy  founded  on  the  actions  of 
ft  great  prince  then  reigning,  but  over  nations  not  likely  to 
employ  their  criticks  upon  the  tranfaftions  of  the  Englifh 
fiage.  If  he  had  known  and  difliked  his  own.  character,  our 
trade  was  not  in  thofe  times  fecure  from  his  refentment.  His 
country  is  at  fuch  a  diftance,  that  the  manners  might  he  fafely 
faliified,  and  the  incidents  feigned ;  for  the  remotenefi  of , 
place  is  remarked,  by  Racine,  to  afford  the  fame  conveni- 
ences to  a  poet  as  length  of  time. 

This  play  is  written  in  rhyme;  and  has  the  appearance  p£ 
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bong  die  moft  elaborate  of  all  the  dramas.  The  perfonages 
are  imperial ;  bat  the  dialogue  is  often  domeftick,  and  there*- 
fore  fufceptible  of  fentiments  accommodated  to  familiar  inci- 
dents. The  complaint  of  life  is  celebrated ;  and  there  are 
many  other  paftages  that  may  be  read  with  pleafure. 

This  play  is  addreffed  to  the  Earl  of  Mulgrave,  afterwards 
Duke  of  Buckingham,  himfelf,  if  not  a  poet,  yet  a  writer  of 
verfes,  and  a  critick.  In  this  addrefe  Drydeu  gave  the  firft 
hints  of  his  intention  to  write  au  epick  poem.  He  mentions 
his  defigo  in  terms  lb  obfcure,  that  he  feems  afraid  left  his 
plan  Jhould  be  purloined,  as,  he  fays,  happened  to  him  when 
he  told  it  more  plainly  in  his  preface  to  Juvenal.  "  The  de- 
u  fign,"  lays  he,  "  you  know  is  great,  the  ftory  Engliih,  and 
u  neither  too  near  the  prefent  times,  nor  too  diftant  from 
*  them  * 

J  U for  Love,  or  the  World  well Loft  (1678),  a  tragedy 
founded  upon  the  ftory  of  Anthony  and  Cleopatra,  he  tefis 
us,  "  is  the  only  play  which  he  wrote  for  himfelf:"  the  reft 
were  given  to  the  people.  It  is  by  univerfal  confent  accounted 
die  work  in  which  he  has  admitted  the  feweft  improprieties 
of  ftyleor  character;  but  it  has  one  fault  equal  to  many, 
though  rather  moral  than  critical,  that,  by  admitting  the  ro* 
mantick  omnipotence  of  Love,  he  has  recommended,  a* 
laudable  and  worthy  of  imitation,  thatconduft  which,  through 
all  ages,  the  good  have  cenfured  as  vicious,  and  the  bad  de- 
jpifcd  as  foolifli. 

Of  this  play  the  prologue  and  the  epilogue,  though  writ* 
ten  upon  the  common  topicks  of  malicious  and  ignorant  cri- 
tkifin,  and  without  any  particular  relation  to  the  chara&era 

are  defervedly  celebrated  for  their 

nd  Keeper  (1680),  is  a  comedy, 
at,  was  prohibited  as  too  indecent 
:  offence,  was  in  the  printing,  as 
omitted.  Dryden  confeffes  that 
to  i  but  Langbaine,  who  yet  fel- 
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dora  favours  him,   imputes  its  expulfion  to  refentment,  be- 
caufe  it  "  to  much  expofed  the  keeping  part  of  the  town." 

Oedipus  (1679)  is  a  tragedy  formed  by  Dryden  and  Lee, 
in  conjunction,  from  the  works  of  Sophocles,  Seneca,  and 
Corneille.  Dryden  planned  the  fcenes,  and  compofed  the 
firft  and  third  a&s. 

Don  Sebaftian(\GQO)  is  commonly  efteemed  either  the 
firft  or  fecond  of  his  dramatick  performances.  It  is  tco  long 
to  be  all  a&ed,  and  has  many  charafiers  and  many  incidents ; 
and  though  it  is  not  without  fallies  of  frantick  dignity,  and 
more  noife  than  meaniug,  yet,  as  it  makes  approaches  to  the 
poffibilities  of  real  life,  and  has  fome  fentiments  which  leave 
a  ftrong  impreflion,  it  continued  long  to  attra&  attention. 
Amidft  the  diftreffes  of  princes,  and  the  vicifiitudes  of  em- 
pire, are  inferted  feveral  fcenes  which  the  writer  intended  for 
comick ;  but  which,  I  fuppofe,  that  age  did  not  much  com- 
mend, and  this  would  not  endure.  There  are,  however, 
paffages  of  excellence  univerfally  acknowledged:  the  difpute 
and  the  reconciliation  of  Dorax  and  Sebaftian  has  always  been 
admired. 

This  play  was  firft  afted  in  1690,  after  Dryden  had  for 
fome  years  difcontinued  dramatick  poetry. 

Amphitryon  is  a  comedy  derived  from  Plautus  and  Mo- 
liere.  The  dedication  is  dated  Oft.  1690.  This  play  feems 
to  have  fucceeded  at  its  firft  appearance ;  and  was,  I  think, 
long  confidered  as  a  very  diverting  entertainment. 

Cleomenes  (1692)  is  a  tragedy,  only  remarkable  as  it  oc- 
casioned an  incident  related  in  the  Guardian,  and  allufively 
mentioned  by  Dryden  in  his  preface.  As  he  came  out  from 
the  representation,  he  was  accofted  thus  by  fome  airy  (trip- 
ling :  "  Had  I  been  left  alone  with  a  young  beauty,  I  would 
€i  not  have  fpent  my  time  like  your  Spartan/'  "  That,  Sir,'* 
fiud  Drjden,  "  perhaps  is  true ;  but  give  me  leave  to  tell  you 
u  that  you  are  no  hero." 

King  Arthur  (1690  w  another  opera.  It  was  die  laft 
work  that  Dryden  performed  for  King  Charles,,  who  did  uvt 
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live  to  fee  it  exhibited,  and  it  does  not  feem  to  have  been; 
ever  brought  upon  the  ftage  *.  In  the  dedication  to  the 
Marquis  of  Halifax,  there  is  a  very  elegant  charader  of 
Charles,  and  a  pleafing  account  of  his  latter  life.  When  this 
was  firft  brought  upon  the  ftage,  news  that  the  Duke  of  Mon- 
mouth had  landed  was  told  in  the  theatre;  upon  which  the 
company  departed,  and  Arthur  was  exhibited  no  more. 

His  laft  drama  was  Love  Triumphant,  a  tragi-comedy. 
In  his  dedication  to  the  Earl  of  Salifbury  he  mentions  "  the 
"  lownefs  of  fortune  to  which  he  has  voluntarily  reduced 
"  himfelf,  and  of  which  he  has  no  reafon  to  be  aihamed." 

This  play  appeared  in  1694.  It  is  laid  to  have  been  un- 
fuccefsful.  The  cataftrophe,  proceeding  merely  from  a 
change  of  mind,  is  confefled  by  the  author  to  be  defe&ive. 
Thus  he  began  and  ended  his  dramatick  labours  with  ill  fuc* 
eels. 

From  fuch  a  number  of  theatrical  pieces,  it  will  be  fup- 
pofed,  by  moil  readers,  that  he  muft  have  improved  his  for- 
tune ;  at  leaft,  that  fuch  diligence  with  fuch  abilities  muft 
have  fet  penury  at  defiance.  But  in  Dryden's  time  the  drama 
was  very  far  from  that  universal  approbation  which  it  has  now 
obtained.  The  playhoufe  was  abhorred  by  the  Puritans,  and 
avoided  by  thofe  who  defired  the  chara&er  of  feriouihefs  or, 
decency.  A  grave  lawyer  would  have  debafed  his  dignity, 
and  a  young  trader  would  have  impaired  his  credit,  by  ap- 
pearing in  thofe  manfions  of  difiblute  licentiouihefs.  The 
profits  of  the  theatre,  when  fo  many  clafles  of  the  people 
were  dedu&ed  from  the  audience,  were  not  great;  and  the 
poet  had,  for  a  long  time,  but  a  Jingle  night.  The  firft  that 
had  two  nights  was  Southern ;  and  the  firft  that  had  three  was 
Rowe.  There  were,  however,  in  thofe  days,  arts  of  im- 
proving a  poet's  profit,  which  Dryden  forbore  to  pradife; 
and  a  play  therefore  feldom  produced  him  more  than  a  hun- 

•  This  is  a  miftake.  It  was  fet  to  mufick  by  Purcell,  and  w«U  received, 
agd  is  yet  a  fowufa  entertaiojaenU    H. 
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dred  pounds,  by  the  accumulated  gain  of  the  thjrd  night,  th# 
dedication,  and  the  copy. 

Almoft  every  piece  had  a  dedication,  written  with  fach  ele- 
gance and  luxuriance  of  praiie,  as  neither  haughtinefs  nor  ava- 
rice could  be  imagined  able  to  refift.  But  he  feems  to  have 
made  flattery  too  cheap.  That  praife  is  worth  nothing  of 
which  the  price  is  known. 

To  increafe  the  value  of  his  copies,  he  often  accompanied 
his  work  with  a  preface  of  criticifin ;  a  kind  of  learning  then 
almoft  new  in  the  Englifh  language,  and  which  he  who  had 
confidered  with  great  accuracy  the  principles  of  writiug,  was 
able  to  diftribute  copioufly  as  occafions  aroie.  By  thefe  dif- 
fertations  the  publkk  judgment  muft  have  been  much  im- 
proved ;  and  Swift,  who  converted  with  Dryden,  relates  that 
he  regretted  the  fuccefe  of  his  own  inftru&ions,  and  found  hk 
readers  made  fuddenly  too  fkilful  to  be  eafily  fatisfied. 

His  prologues  had  fuch  reputation,  that  for  fome  time  a 
play  was  confidered  as  lefe  likely  to  be  well  received,  if  fome 
of  his  verfes  did  not  introduce  it.  The  price  of  a  prologue 
was  two  guineas,  till,  being  afked  to  write  one  for  Mr. 
Southern,  he  demanded  three :  "  Not,"  &id  he,  "  young 
"  man,  out  of  difrefpeft  to  you ;  but  the  players  have  had  my 
**  goods  too  cheap.1' 

Though  he  declares,  that  in  his  own  opinion,  his  genius 
was  not  dramatick,  he  had  great  confidence  in  his  own  ferti- 
lity ;  for  he  is  laid  to  have  engaged,  by  contract,  to  furaifh 
four  plays  a  year. 

It  is  certain  that  in  one  year,  1678  *>  he  publilhed  AH 
for  hove,  The  AQignation,  two  parts  of  the  Conqwefi  of 
Granada,  Sir  Martin  Marr-all,  and  the  State  of  Innocence, 
fix  complete  plays,  with  a  celerity  of  performance,  which, 
though  all  Langbaine's  charges  of  plagiarism  fliould  be  al- 

•  Dr.  Johnfon  in  this  aflertion  was  milled  by  Langbaine.  Only  one  of 
thefe  plays  appeared  in  1678.  Nor  were  there  more  than  three  la  any  ont 
year.    The  dates  are  now  added  from  the  original  edilioas.    R. 
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lowed,  fljcws  fitch  facility  of  composition,  foch  readioefe  of 
language,  awl  fuch  copiouftiefe  of  fentiment,  as,  fince  die 
time  of  Lopez  de  Vega,  perhaps  no  other  author  has  ever 
pofleffed. 

He  did  not  enjoy  his  reputation,  however  great,  nor  his 
profits,  however  fmall,  without  moleftation.  He  had  cri- 
ticks  to  endure,  and  rivals  to  oppofe.  The  two  moil  diftin- 
geimed  wits  of  the  nobility,  the  Duke  of  Buckingham  and 
Earl  of  Rochester,  declared  themfelves  his  enemies. 

Buckingham  chara&erifed  him,  in  1671*  by  the  name  of 
Bayes  in  the  ReJuarfal;  a  farce  which  he  is  laid  to  have 
written  with  the  affiftance  of  Butler,  the  author  of  Hudi- 
kras ;  Martin  Clifford,  of  the  Cbarter-houfe ;  and  Dr.  Sprat, 
the  friend  of  Cowley,  then  his  Chaplain.  Dryden  and  his 
friends  laughed  at  the  length  of  time,  and  the  number  of 
hands,  employed  upon  this  performance ;  in  which,  though 
by  feme  artifice  of  a&ion  it  yet  keeps  poffeffion  of  the  Cage, 
it  is  not  poffible  now  to  find  any  thing  that  might  not  have 
been  written  without  fo  long  delay,  or  a  confederacy  fo  nu- 


To  adjuft  the  minute  events  of  literary  hiftory,  is  tedious 
and  troublefome ;  it  requires  indeed  no  great  force  of  under- 
Aandmg,  but  often  depends  upon  enquiries  which  there  is  no 
opportunity  of  making,  or  is  to  be  fetched  from  books  and 
pamphlets  not  always  at  hand. 

Hie  Rchearfal  was  played  in  1071  *,  and  yet  is  repre- 
fented  as  ridiculing  paflages  in  the  Conqueft  of  Granada  f 
end  Affignationy  which  were  not  publiihed  till  J  878;  in 
Marriage  i-kunfU,  publiihed  in  1073;  and  in  Tyrmnmck 
Lace,  in  1077.  Thefe  coutradiftbiis  (hew  how  rafldy  latin* 
is  applied  £ 


•Itwupablilhedinl67S.    B. 

t  The  Cmqutf  of  GrtauuU  us  publiihed  fo  16TS ;  The  JJJtgnatum,  in 
1ST3:  Umriagei  Umode in  the frmc year ;  and  Tyrannick  Love  in  1671. 
t  Tbtrt  it  bo  contradiftfony  according  to  Mr.  Malone,  bat  wbat  antes  from 
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It  is  faid  that  this  farce  was  originally  intended  againft  Da- 
Tenant,  who,  in  the  firft  draught,  was  charafterifed  by  the 
name  of  Bilboa.  Davenant  had  been  a  foldier  and  an  ad- 
venturer. 

There  is  one  paflage  in  the  Rekearfal  ftill  remaining, 
which  feems  to  have  related  originally  to  Davenant  Baye* 
hurts  his  nofe,  and  comes  in  with  brown  paper  applied  to  the 
bruife :  how  this  affe&ed  Dryden,  does  not  appear.  Dave- 
nant's  nofe  had  fuffered  fuch  diminution  by  mUhaps  among 
the  women,  that  a  patch  upon  that  part  evidently  denoted 
him. 

It  is  faid  likewife  that  Sir  Robert  Howard  was  once  meant 
The  defign  was  probably  to  ridicule  the  reigning  poet,  what* 
ever  lie  might  be. 

Much  of  the  perfonal  fatire,  to  which  it  might  owe  its  firft 
reception,  is  now  loft  or  obfcured.  Bayes  probably  imi- 
tated the  drefs,  and  mimicked  the  manner,  of  Dryden ;  the 
cant  words  which  are  fo  often  in  his  mouth  may  be  fuppofed 
tp  have  been  Dryden's  habitual  phrafes,  or  cuftomary  excla- 
mations. Bayes,  when  he  is  to  write,  is  blooded  and  purged; 
this,  as  Lamotte  relates  himfelf  to  have  heard,  was  the  real 
prafitice  of  the  poet 

There  were  other  ftrokes  in  the  Rchcarfai  by  which  ma- 
lice was  gratified ;  the  debate  between  Love  and  Honour, 
which  keeps  prince  Volfcius  in  a  (ingle  boot,  is  feid  to  have 
alluded  to  the  mifcondu&  of  the  Duke  of  Ormond,  who  loft 
Dublin  to  the  rebels  while  be  was  toying  with  a  miftreia. 

The  earl  of  Rochefter,  to  fupprefe  the  reputation  of  Dry- 
den, took  Settle  into  his  protection,  and  endeavoured  to  per- 
fuade  the  publick  that  its  approbation  had  been  to  that  time 
mifplaced.  Settle  vyas  a  while  in  high  reputation ;  his  22f»- 
prcfs  of  Morocco,  having  firft  delighted  the  town,  was  car- 
ried in  triumph  to  Whitehall,  and  played  by  the  ladies  of 


Dr.  Johnfan'g  having  copied  the  erroneous  dates  affigncd  to  thefe  plays  by 
Langbaine.    C. 
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the  court.  Now  was  the  poetical  meteor  at  the  higheft :  the 
next  moment  began  its  fall.  Rochefter  withdrew  his  pa- 
tronage ;  feeming  refolved,  fays  one  of  his  biographers,  €(  to 
have  a  judgment  contrary  to  that  of  the  town  ;"  perhaps  be- 
iog  unable  to  endure  any  reputation  beyond  a  certain  height, 
even  when  he  had  himfelf  contributed  to  raife  it. 

Neither  criticks  nor  rivals  £id  Dryden  much  miichief,  un- 
let they  gained  froifrfcis  own  temper  the  power  of  vexing  him, 
which  his  frequent  burfts  of  refentment  give  reafon  to  fufped. 
He  is  always  angry  at  fome  paft,  or  afraid  of  fome  future  cen- 
fure;  but  he  lefiens  the  (mart  of  his  wounds  by  die  balm  of 
his  own  approbation,  and  endeavours  to  repel  the  fhafts  of 
criticifm  by  oppofing  a  fliield  of  adamantine  confidence. 

The  perpetual  accu&tion  produced  againft  him,  was  that  of 
plagiarifm,  againft  which  he  never  attempted  any  vigorous 
defence ;  for  though  he  was  perhaps  fometimes  injuriouflj 
cenfured,  he  would,  by  denying  part  of  the  charge,  have  con- 
feffed  tlie  reft ;  and,  as  his  adverfaries  had  the  proof  in  their 
own  hands,  he,  who  knew  that  wit  had  little  power  againft 
fads,  wifely  left,  in  that  perplexity  which  it  generally  pro- 
duces, a  queftion  which  it  was  his  intereft  to  fupprefe,  and 
which,  unle&  provoked  by  vindication,  few  were  likely  to 
examine. 

Though  the  life  of  a  writer,  from  about  thirty-five  to  fixty- 
three,  may  be  fuppofed  to  have  been  fufficiently  bufied  by 
the  compofition  of  eight-and-twenty  pieces  for  the  ftage, 
Dryden  found  room  in  the  fame  fpace  for  many  other  under* 
takings. 

But,  how  much  foever  he  wrote,  he  was  at  leaft  once  fuf- 
pe8ed  of  writing  nfore;for,  in  1679/  a  paper  of  verfes, 
called  An  Effay  on  Satire,  was  fhewn  about  in  manuicript; 
by  which  the  Earl  of  Rochefter,  the  Dutcbefe  of  Portfc 
mouth,  and  others,  were  fo  much  provoked,  that,  as  was 
fuppofed  (for  the  a&ors  were  never  difcovered),  they  pro- 
cured Dryden,  whom  they  fufpe6ted  as  the  author,  to  be 
waylaid  and  beaten.    This  incident  is  mentioned  by  the  Duke 
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of  Btickinghamfliire  *,  the  true  writer,  in  his  Art  of  Poetry  j 
where  he  feys  of  Dryden, 

Though  prais'd  and  beaten  for  another's  rhymes. 
His  own  deferve  as  great  applaufe  fomctimes. 

His  reputation  in  time  was  fuch,  that  his  name  was  thought 
neceffary  to  the  fuccefs  of  every  poetical  or  literary  perform* 
ance,  and  therefore  he  was  engaged  to  tftntribute  fbmething, 
whatever  it  might  be,  to  many  publications.  He  prefixed 
die  Life  of  Polybius  to  the  tranflation  of  Sir  Henry  Sheers : 
and  thofe  of  Lucian  and  Plutarch,  to  verfions  of  their  works 
by  different  hands.  Of  the  Englifh  Tacitus  be  tranflated  the 
firft  book ;  and,  if  Gordon  be  credited,  tranflated  it  from  the 
French.  Such  a  charge  can  hardly  be  mentioned  without 
fome  degree  of  indignation;  but  it  is  not,  I  fuppofe,  fo  much 
to  be  inferred,  that  Dryden  wanted  the  literature  neceffary  to 
the  peru&lof  Tacitus,  as  that,  confidering  himfelf  as  hidden 
in  a  crowd,  he  had  no  awe  of  the  publick;  and,  writing 
merely  for  money,  was  contented  to  get  it  by  the  neareft  way. 

In  1680,  the  Epiftles  of  Ovid  being  tranflated  by  the  poets 
of  the  time,  among  which  one  was  the  work  of  Dryden,  and 
another  of  Dryden  and  Lord  Mulgrave,  it  was  neceffary  to 
introduce  them  by  a  preface ;  and  Dryden,  who  on  fuch  oc» 
cations  was  regularly  fummoned,  prefixed  a  difcourie  upon 
tranflation,  which  was  then  ftruggHng  for  the  liberty  that  it 
now  enjoys.  Why  it  fhould  find  any  difficulty  in  breaking  the 
{hackles  of  verbal  interpretation,  which  muft  for  ever  debar 
it  from  elegance,  it  would  be  difficult  to  conje&ure,  were 
not  the  power  of  prejudice  every  day  obferved.  The  autho- 
rity of  Jonfbn,  Sandys,  and  Holiday,  had  fixed  the  judgment 
of  the  nation;  and  it  was  not  eafily  believed  that  a  better  way 
could  be  found  than  they  had  taken,  though  Fanfhaw,  Den- 
ham,  Waller,  and  Cowley,  had  tried  to  give  examples  of  a 
different  pra&ice. 

*  It  k  mentioned  by  A.  Wood,  Athea.  Own.  roi.  II.  p.  804.  *d£d.C 
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Id  1681,  Dryden  became  yet  more  confpicuous  by  uniting 
politicks  with  poetry,  in  the  memorable  fatire  called  Abfa- 
lom and  Achitophel,  written  againft  the  faSion  which,  by 
Lord  Shafteibury's  incitement,  fet  the  Duke  of  Monmouth  at 
its  head. 

Of  this  poem,  in  which  perfonal  fatire  was  applied  to  the 
import  of  public  principles,  and  in  which  therefore  every 
mind  was  interested,  the  reception  was  eager,  and  the  fale  fo 
large,  that  my  father,  an  old  bookfeller,  told  me,  he  had  not 
knowp  it  equalled  but  by  SaeheverelTs  trial. 

The  reafon  of  this  general  perufal  Addifon  has  attempted 
to  derive  from  the  delight  which  the  mind  feels  in  the  inveftU 
gation  of  fecrets ;  and  thinks  that  curiofity  to  decipher  the 
names  procured  readers  to  the  poem.  There  is  no  need  to 
enquire  why  thofe  verfes  were  read,  which,  to  all  the  attrac- 
tions of  wit,  elegance,  and  harmony,  added  the  co-operation 
of  all  the  factious  paffions,  and  filled  every  mind  with  tri- 
umph or  refentment. 

It  could  not  be  fuppofed  that  all  the  provocation  given  by 
Dryden  would  be  endured  without  refinance  or  reply.  Both 
his  perfon  and  his  party  were  expofed  in  their  turns  to  the 
fhafts  of  fatire,  which,  though  neither  fo  well  pointed,  nor 
perhaps  fo  well  aimed,  undoubtedly  drew  blood. 

One  of  thefe  poems  is  called  Dryden  9  Satire  on  his  Mufe; 
afcriked,  though,  as  Pope  lays,  falfely,  to  Somers,  who  was 
afterwards  chancellor.  The  poem,  whofefoever  it  was,  has- 
much  virulence,  and  feme  fprightlineft.  The  writer  tells  all 
the  ill  that  he  can  collect  both  of  Dryden  and  his  friends. 

The  poem  of  Abfalom  and  Ackitophel  had  two  anfwers, 
now  both  forgotten ;  one  called  Azaria  and  Hu/hai;  the 
other  Abfalom  fenior*  Of  thefe  hoftile  compofitioas,  Dry- 
den apparently  imputes  Abfalom  fenior  to  Settle,  by  quoting 
in  his  verfes  againft  him  the  fecond  line.  Azaria  and  Hu- 
Jkai  was,  as  Wood  fays,  imputed  to  him,  though  it  is  feme- 
what  unlikely  that  he  ihould  write  twice  ou  the  feme  occa« 
vol.  1.  c 


Digitized  by  VjOOQlC 


mxiv  LIFE  OF  DRYDEN. 

fion.    This  is  a  difficulty  which  I  cannot  remove,  for  want 
of  a  minuter  knowledge  of  poetical  tranfa&ions  *• 

The  lame  year  he  publifhed  The  Medal,  of  which  the  fub- 
je&  is  a  medal  ftruck  on  Lord  ShafteJbury's  efcape  from  a 
profecution,  by  the  ignoramus  of  a  grand  jury  of  Londoners* 
.  In  both  poems  he  maintains  the  feme  principles,  and  few 
them  both  attacked  by  the  fame  antagonift.  Elkanah  Settle, 
who  had  anfwered  Abfalom,  appeared  with  equal  courage  in 
oppofition  to  The  Medal,  and  publifhed  an  anfwer  called 
The  Medal  rever/ed,  with  fo  much  fuccefe  in  both  encoun- 
ters, that  he  left  the  palm  doubtful,  and  divided  the  fuflrages 
of  the  nation.  Such  are  the  revolutions  of  fame,  or  fuch  is 
the  prevalence  of  faihion,  that  the  man,  whofe  works  have 
not  yet  been  thought  to  deferve  the  care  of  colle&ing  them, 
who  died  forgotten  in  an  hofpital,  and  whofe  latter  years  were 
Jpent  in  contriving  fhows  for  fairs,  and  carrying  an  elegy  or 
epithalamium,  of  which  the  beginning  and  end  were  occa- 
fionally  varied,  but  the  intermediate  parts  were  always  the 
fame,  to  every  houfe  where  there  was  a  funeral  or  a  wedding, 
might  with  truth  have  had  inferibed  upon  his  ftone, 

Here  lies  the  Rival  and  Antagonift  of  Dryden. 

Settle  was,  for  his  rebellion,  feverely  cbaftifed  by  Dryden 
under  the  name  of  Doeg,  in  the  fecond  part  of  Abfalom  and 
Aekkophel;  and  was  perhaps  for  his  fa&ious  audacity  made 
the  city  pott,  whofe  annual  office  was  to  describe  the  glories 
of  the  Mayor's  day.  Of  thefe  bards  he  was  the  laft,  and 
fee  ins  not  modi  to  have  deferred  even  this  degree  ot  regard, 
if  it  wa*  paid  to- his  political  opinions:  lor  >he  afterwards 
wfote  »  paiwgy  rick  on  Ae  virtues  of  judge  J  eflferies;  and  what 
more  could  have  been  done  by  the  meaneft  zealot  for  prero- 
gative? * 

Of  tranflated  fragments,  or  occafional  poems,  to  enume- 
rate the-titles,  or  fettle  the  dates,  would  be  tedious,  with  tift* 

•  Azaria  and  Hufliai  was  written  by  Samuel  Pordage,  a  dramatiek  writer 
of  that  time.    C. 
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de  ttfe.  It  may  be  obferved,  that,  as  Dryden's  genius  was 
commonly  excited  by  fome  perfonal  regard,  he  rarely  writes 
upon  m  general  topick. 

.   Soon  .after  the  acceffion  of  King  James,  when  the  deftgn 
of  reconciling  the  nation  to  the  Church  of  Rome  became  ap* 
parent,  and  the  religion  of  the  court  gave  the  only  efficacious 
title  to  its  favours,  Dryden  declared  himfelf  a  convert  to 
Popery.     This  at  any  other  time  might  have  paffed  with  little 
eenfure.     Sir  Kcnelm  Digby  embraced  Popery;    the  two 
Reynolds  reciprocally  converted  one  another* ;  and  Chilling* 
worth  himfelf  was  a  while  fo  entangled  in  the  wilds  of  contro- 
verfy,  as  to  retire  for  quiet  to  an  infallible  Church.    If  men 
ef  argument  and  ftudy  can  6nd  fuch  difficulties,  or  fuch  mo* 
toes,  as  may  either  unite  them  to  the  Church  of  Rome,  or 
detain  them  in  uncertainty,   mere  can  be  no  wonder  that  a 
man,  who  perhaps  never  enquired  why  he  was  a  Proteftant, 
mould  by  an  artful  and  experienced  difputant  be  made  a  Pa- 
pift,  overborne  by  the  fudden  violence  of  new  and  unexposed 
arguments,  or  deceived  by  a  representation  which  thews  only 
the  doubts  on  one  part,  and  only  the  evidence  on  the  other. 
.   That  converfion  will  always  be  fufpe&ed  that  apparently 
concurs  with  intereft.  He  that  never  finds  his  error  till  it  hin- 
ders bis  progrefe  towards  wealth  or  honour,  will  not  be 
thought  to  love  Truth  only  for  herfelf.     Yet  it  may  eafily 
happen  that  information  may  come  at  a  commodious  time ; 
and,  as  truth  and  intereft  are  not  by  any  fatal  neceffity  at  va- 
riance, that  one  may  by  accident  introduce  the  other     When 
opinions  are  ftruggting  into  popularity,    the  arguments  by 
which  they  are  oppofed  or  defended  become  more  known; 
and  he  that  changes  his    profeffion  would  perhaps  have 
changed  it  before,  with  the  like  opportunities  of  inftruftion. 
This  was  die  then  ftate  of  Popery;  every  artifice  was  ufed  to 

*Dr.  John  Reynolds,  who  lived  temp.  Jac  I.  wis  at  firft  a  cealoaf  Papift, 
and  his  brother  William  aa  earneft  a  Proteftant  5  hot,  by  mutual  deputation* 
each  converted  the  ot)tfr.    See  FoUer's  Church  Hiftory,  p.  47.  book  X*    H. 

C« 
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Jhew  it  in  its  faireft  form  ;  and  it  muft  be  owned  to  be  a  reli- 
gion of  external  appearance  fufficiently  atti  a&ive. 

It  is  natural  to  hope  that  a  comprehenfive  is  likewife  an 
elevated  foul,  and  that  whoever  is  wife  is  alfo  honeft.  I  am 
willing  to  believe  that  Dryden,  having  employed  his  mind, 
a&ive  as  it  was,  upon  different  ftudies,  and  filled  it,  capa- 
cious as  it  was,  with  other  materials,  came  unprovided  to  the 
controverfy,  and  wanted  rather  fkill  to  difcover  the  right, 
than  virtue  to  maintain  it.  But  enquiries  into  the  heart  are 
not  for  man;  we  muft  now  leave  him  to  his  Judge. 

The  priefts,  having  ftrengthened  their  caufe  by  fo  powerful 
an  adherent,  were  not  long  before  they  brought  him  into  ac- 
tion. They  engaged  him  to  defend  the  controverfial  papers 
found  in  the  ftrong  box  of  Charles  the  Second;  and,  what  yet 
was  harder,  to  defend  them  againft  Stillingfleet. 

With  hopes  of  promoting  Popery,  he  was  employed  to 
tranflate  Maimbourg's  Hiftory  of  the  League;  which  he 
published  with  a  large  introduction.  His  name  is  likewife 
prefixed  to  the  Engliih  Life  of  Francis  Xavier;  but  I  know 
not  that  he  ever  owned  himfelf  the  tranflator.  Perhaps  the 
ufe  of  his  name  was  a  pious  fraud,  which  however  feems  not 
to  have  had  much  effeft ;  for  neither  of  the  books,  I  believe, 
was  ever  popular. 

The  verfion  of  Xavier's  life  is  commended  by  Brown,  in 
a  pamphlet  not  written  to  flatter;  and  the  occafion  of  it  is' 
faid  to  have  been,  that  the  Queen,  when  (he  folicited  a  fon, 
made  vows  to  him  as  her  tutelary  faint. 

He  was  fuppofed  to  have  undertaken  to  tranflate  Varittas's 
Hijlory  of  Herefies ;  and,  when  Burnet  pubiifhed  remarks 
upon  it,  to  have  written  an  Jiifaer* ;  upon  which  Burnet 
makes  the  following  obfervation : 

"  I  have  been  informed  from  England,  that  a  gentleman, 
"  who  b  famous  both  for  poetry  and  feveral  other  things,  had 
"  fpent  three  months  in  tranflating  M.  VariHas's  Hiftory ; 

•  Tbbis  a  miiUkc    See  Maloife  p.  194,  &c»    C, 
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w  but  that,  as  loon  as  my  Refle&ions  appeared,  he  difcbn- 

"  tinued  his  labour,  finding  the  credit  of  his  author  was 

u  gone.     Now,  if  he  thinks  it  is  recovered  by   his  Anfwer, 

u  he  will  perhaps  go  on  with  his  tranflation ;  and  this  may 

"  be,  for  aught  I  know,  as  good  an  entertainment  for  him  as 

"  the  converfation  that  he  had  fet  on  between  the  Hinds  and 

u  Panthers,  and  all  the  reft  of  animals,  for  whom   M.  Va- 

"  rillas  may  ferve  well  enough  as  an  author:  and  this  hiftory 

"  and  that  poem  are  fuch  extraordinary  things  of  their  kind, 

"  that  it  will  be  but  fuitable  to  fee  the  author  of  the  worft 

"  poem  become   likewife  the  tranflator  of  the  worft  hiftory 

"  that  the  age  has  produced.     If  his  grace  and  his  wit  im- 

u  prove  both  proportionably,  he  will  hardly  find  that  he  has 

"  gamed  much  by  the  change  he  has  made,  from  having  no 

"  religion,  to  chufe  one  of  the  worft.     It  is  true,  he  had 

"  fomewhat  to  fink  from  in  matter  of  wit ;    but,  as  for  his 

"  morals,  it  is  fcarcely  poflible  for  him  to  grow  a  worfe  man 

"  than  he  was.     He  has  lately  wreaked  his  malice  on  me  for 

u  fpoiling  his  three  months  labour;  but 'in  it  he  has  done  me 

"  all  the  honour  that  any  man  can  receive  from  him,  which 

a  is  to  be  railed  at  by  him     If  I  had  ill-nature  enough  to 

"  prompt  me  to  wiih  a  very  bad  wHh  for  him,  it  fhould  be, 

"  that  he  would  go  on  and  finifh  his  tranflation.     By  that  it 

"  will  appear,  whether  the  EnglMh  nation,  which  is  the  mod 

*  "  competent  judge  in  this  matter,  has,  upon  the  feeing  our  de- 

"  bate,  pronounced  in  M.  Varillas's  favour,  or  in  mine.    It 

"  is  true,  Mr.  D.  will  fuffera  little  by  it ;   but  at  leaft  it  will 

"  ferve  to  keep  him  in  from  other  extravagances;  and  if  he 

"  gains  little  honour  by  this  work,    yet  he  cannot  lofe  fo 

u  much  by  it  as  he  has  done  by  his  laft  employment." 

Having  probably  felt  his  own  inferiority  in  theological  con* 
troverfy,  he  was  defirous  of  trying  whether,  by  bringing  poetry 
to  aid  bis  arguments,  he  might  become  a  more  efficacious  de- 
fender of  his  new  profeffion.  To  reafon  in  verfe  was,  indeed, 
one  of  his  powers ;  but  fubtilty  and  harmony,  united,  arefttt) 
feeble,  when  opJ>ofed  to  truth. 
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Actuated  therefore  by  zeal  for  Rome,  or  hope  of  fame,  lie 
puUiflbed  the  Hind  and  Panther,  a  poem  in  which  the 
Church  of  Rome,  figured  by  the  milk-white  Hind,  defends 
her  tenets  againft  the  Church  of  England,  reprefented  by  the 
Panther,  a  beaft  beautiful,  but  fpotted. 

A  fable,  which  exhibits  two  beafis  talking  Theology,  ap- 
pears at  once  full  of  abfurdity ;  and  it  was  accordingly  ridi- 
culed in  the  City  Moufe  and  Country  Moufe,  a  parody, 
written  by  Montague,  afterwards  Earl  of  Halifax,  and  Prior, 
who  then  gave  the  firft  fpecimen  of  bis  abilities. 

The  converfion  of  fuch  a  man,  at  fuch  a  time,  was  not 
likely  to  pafs  uncenfiired.  Three  dialogues  were  publttbed 
by  the  facetious  Thomas  Brown,  of  which  the  two  firft  were 
called  Keajvns  of  Mr.  Bat/et's  changing  his  Religion:  and 
the  third,  the  Reajons  of  Mr.  Hains  the  Players  Conver- 
fion and  Re-converfton.  The  firft  was  printed  in  1688,  the 
Second  not  till  1690,  the  third  in  1691 .  The  clamour  feem* 
to  have  been  long  continued,  and  the  fubjeft  to  have  ftrongly 
fixed  the  publick  attention. 

In  the  two  firft  dialogues  Bayes  is  brought  into  the  company 
of  Crites  and  Eugenius,  with  whom  be  had  formerly  debated 
on  dramatick  poetry.  The  two  talkers  in  the  third  are  Mr. 
Bayes  and  Mr.  Hains. 

Brown  was  a  man  not  deficient  in  literature,  nor  destitute 
ef  fancy ;  but  he  teems  to  have  thought  it  the  pinnacle  of 
excellence  to  be  a  merry  fellow  ;  and  therefore  laid  out  his 
powers  upon  (mall  jefts  or  grofc  buffoonery ;  fo  that  his  per- 
formances have  little  intrinfick  value,  and  were  read  only 
while  they  were  recommended  by  the  novelty  of  the  event 
that  occafioned  them. 

Thefe  dialogues  are  like  his  other  works :  what  fenfe  or 
knowledge  they  contain  is  difgraced  by  the  garb  in  which  it  is 
exhibited.  One  great  fource  of  pleafiire  is  to  call  Dryden 
little  Bayes,  Ajax,  who  happens  to  be  mentioned,  is  "  ha 
<*  that  wore  as  many  cow-hides  upon  his  Oiidd  as  would  have 
«  furniflied  half  the  King's  army  with  {hoe-leather." 
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Being  aflted  whether  he  bad  feen  die  Hind  and  Panther, 
Crites  anfwers :  u  Seen  it !  Mr.  Bayes,  why  I  Can  ftir  no 
"  where  but  it  purines  me :  it  haunts  me  worfe  than  a  pew- 
"  ter-buttoned  ferjeant  does  a  decayed  cit.  Sometimes  I 
"  meet  it  in  a  band-box,  when  my  laundrefs  brings  home  my 
"  linen ;  fometimes,  whether  I  will  or  no,  k  lights  my  pipe 
u  at  a  coffee-houfe;  fometimes  it  furprifes  me  in  a  trunk- 
u  maker's  Aop ;  and  fometimes  it  refreshes  my  memory  for 
"  me  on  the  backfide  of  a  Chancery-lane  parcel.  For  your 
"  comfort  too,  Mr.  Bayes,  I  have  not  ouly  feen  it,  as  you 
"  may  perceive,  but  have  read  it  too,  and  can  quote  it  as 
"  freely  upon  occafion  as  a  frugal  tradefinan  can  quote  that 
"  noble  treatife  the  Worth  of  a  Penny  to  his  extravagant 
"  'prentice,  that  revels  in  ftewed  apples  and  penny  cuftards." 

The  whole  animation  of  thefe  compofitions  arifes  from  a 
profafion  of  ludicrous  and  affe&ed  comparifons.  "Tofe- 
"  cure  one's  chaftity,"  fays  Bayes,  "  little  more  is  neceffary 
a  than  to  leave  off  a  correfpondence  with  the  other  fex, which, 
(<  to  a  wife  man,  is  no  greater  a  punMhment  than  it  would 
"  be  to  a  fanatick  perfon  to  be  forbid  feeing  The  Cheats 
"  and  The  Committee ;  or  for  my  Lord  Mayor  and  Alder- 
*  men  to  be  interdicted  the  fight  of  The  London  Cuckolds." 
This  is  the  general  ftrain,  and  therefore  I  fhall  be  eafily  ex- 
cufed  the  labour  of  more  tranicription. 

Brown  does  not  whoHy  forget  paft  tran&ftions:  <e  You  be- 
a  gan,"  fays  Crites  to  Bayes,  "  a  very  different  religion,  and 
a  have  not  mended  the  matter  in  your  laft  choice.  It  was  but 
"  reafon  that  your  Mufe,  which  appeared  firft  in  a  tyrant's 
"  quarrel,  fhould  employ  her  laft  efforts  to  juftify  the  ufurpa- 
"  tion  of  the  Hind" 

Next  year  the  nation  was  fummoned  to  celebrate  the  birth 
of  the  Prince.  Now  was  the  time  for  Dryden  to  roufe  his 
imagination,  and  ftrain  his  voice.  Happy  days  were  at  hand, 
and  he  was  willing  to  enjoy  and  diffufe  the  anticipated  blef- 
$ngs.    He  publifhed  a  poem,  filled  with  predictions  c  great- 
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neb  and  profperity;  predi&kms,  of  which  it  is  not  necdffiary 
to  tell  how  they  have  been  verified. 

A  few  months  patted  after  thefe  joyful  notes,  and  every 
bloffom  of  PopiQi  Hope  was  blafted  for  ever  by  the  Revolu- 
tion. A  Papift  now  could  be  no  longer  laureat.  The  reve- 
nue, which  he  had  enjoyed  with  fo  much  pride  and  praife, 
was  transferred  to  Shadwell,  ao  old  enemy,  whom  he  had 
formerly  ftigmatifed  by  the  name  of  Og.  Drydeu  could  not 
decently  complain  that  he  was  depofed ;  but  feemed  very  an- 
gry that  Shad  well  fucceeded  him,  and  has  therefore  cele- 
brated the  intruder's  inauguration  in  a  poem  exquifitely  fati- 
rical,  called  Mac  Flecknoe* ;  of  which  the  Dunciad,as  Pope 
himfelf  declares,  is  an  imitation,  though  more  extended  in 
its  plan,  and  more  diverfified  in  its  incidents. 

It  is  related  by  Prior,  that  Lord  ,  Dorfet,  when  as  cham- 
berlain he  was  conftrained  to  ejeft  Dryden  from  his  office, 
gave  him  from  his  own  purfe  an  allowance  equal  to  the  fa- 
lary.  This  is  no  romantick  or  incredible  aft  of  generofity ; 
an  hundred  a  year  is  often  enough  given  to  claims  lefc  cogent 
by  men  lefs  famed  for  liberality.  Yet  Dryden  always  repre- 
fented  himfelf  as  fuffering  under  a  public  infli&ion ;  and  once 
particularly  demands  refpeft  for  the  patience  with  which  he 
endured  the  Lfs  of  his  little  fortune.  His  patron  might,  in- 
deed, enjoin  him  to  fupprefs  his  bounty ;  but,  if  he  fuffered 
nothing,  he  Ihould  not  have  complained. 

During  the  fhort  reign  of  King  James,  he  had  written  no- 
thing for  the  Aage  f,  being,  in  his  opinion,  more  profitably 
employed  in  controverfy  aud  Battery.  Of  praife  he  might 
perhaps  have  been  lefs  lavtfh  without  inconvenience,  for 
James  was  never  faid  to  have  much  regard  for  poetry:  he 
was  to  be  flattered  only  by  adopting  his  religion. 

Times  were  now   changed:  Dryden  was  no  longer  the 

*  All  Dry  den's  biographers  have  mifcjated  thb  poejn,  which  Mr.  Malone'a 
iqpre  accurate  rafearches  prove  to  have  been  published  on  the  4th  of  October^ 
1682.     C. 

t  Albion  and  Albaniui  muft  however  be  excepted*    B* 
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court-poet,  and  was  to  look  back  for  fupport  to  his  former 
trade ;  and  having  waited  about  two  years,  either  coofidering 
himfelf  as  difcountenanced  by  the  publick,  or  perhaps  ex- 
pe&ing  a  fecond  Revolution,  he  produced  Don  StbajHan  in 
1690 ;  and  in  the  next  four  years  four  dramas  more. 

In  1693  appeared  a  new  verfion  of  Juvenal  and  Perfius. 
Of  Juvenal  he  tranflated  the  firft,  third,  fixth,  tenth,  and  fix- 
teenth  fetires ;  and  of  Perfius  the  whole  work.  On  this  00 
cafion  he  introduced  his  two  fons  to  the  publick,  as  nurfe- 
lings  of  the  Mufes.  The  fourteenth  of  Juvenal  was  the  work 
of  John,  and  the  feventh  of  Charles  Dryden  •  He  prefixed 
a  very  ample  preface,  in  the  form  of  a  dedication  to  Lord 
Dorfet ;  and  there  gives  an  account  of  the  defign  which  he 
had  once  formed  to  write  an  epick  poem  on  the  a&ions  ei- 
ther of  Arthur  or  the  Black  Prince.  He  considered  the  epick 
as  neceifarily  including  fome  kind  of  fupernatural  agency,  and 
bad  imagined  a  new  kind  of  conteft  between  the  guardian  an- 
gels of  kingdoms,  of  whom  he  conceived  that  each  might  be 
reprefented  zealous  for  his  charge,  without  any  intended  op* 
pofition  to  the  purpofes  of  the  Supreme  Being,  of  which  all 
created  minds  muft  in  part  be  ignorant. 

This  is  the  mod  reafonable  fcheme  of  celeftial  interpofition 
that  ever  was  formed.  The  furprizes  and  terrors  of  enchant- 
ments, which  have  fucceeded  to  the  intrigues  and  oppofitions 
of  Pagan  deities,  afford  very  linking  fcenes,  and  open  a  vaft 
extent  to  the  imagination;  but,  as  Boileau  obferves  (and 
Boileau  will  be  feldom  found  miftaken),  with  this  iucurable 
defied,  that,  in  a  conteft  between  Heaven  and  Hell,  we  know 
at  the  beginning  which  is  to  prevail ;  for  this  reafon  we  fol- 
low Rinaldo  to  the  enchanted  wood  with  more  curiofity  than 
terror. 

In  the  fcheme  of  Dryden  there  is  one  great  difficulty,  which 
yet  be  would  perhaps  have  had  addrefe  enough  to  furmount. 
In  a  war  juftice  can  be  but  on  one  fide ;  and,  to  entitle  the 
hero  to  the  protection  of  angels,  he  muft  fight  in  defence  of 
Jpdubitable  right.     Yet  fome  of  the  celeftial  beings,  thus  op- 
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pofed  to  each  other,  muft  have  been  reprefented  as  defend- 
ing  guilt. 

That  this  poem  was  never  written,  is  reafonably  to  be  la- 
mented. It  would  doubtlefs  have  improved  our  numbers,  and 
enlarged  our  language ;  and  might  perhaps  have  contributed 
by  pleafing  inftru&ions  to  rectify  our  opinions,  and  purify 
our  manners. 

What  he  required  as  the  indifpenfable  condition  of  fijch  an 
undertaking,  a  publick  ftipend,  was  not  likely  in  thefe  times 
to  be  obtained.  Riches  were  not  become  familiar  to  us ; 
nor  had  the  nation  yet  learned  to  be  liberal. 

This  plan  he  charged  Blackmore  with  Healing :  "  only,* 
feys  he,  '*  the  guardian  angels  of  kingdoms  were  machines 
u  too  ponderous  for  him  to  manage." 

In  1694,  he  began  the  mod  laborious  and  difficult  of  all 
his  works,  the  tranflation  of  Virgil ;  from  which  he  borrowed 
two  months,  that  he  might  turn  "  Frefnoy's  Art  of  Painting* 
into  Englifli  profe.  The  preface,  which  he  boafts  to  have 
written  in  twelve  mornings,  exhibits  a  parallel  of  poetry  and 
painting,  with  a  mifcellaneous  collection  of  critical  remarks, 
fuch  as  coft  a  mind  ftored  like  his  no  labour  to  produce  them. 

In  1697,  he  publiihed  his  verfion  of  the  works  of  Virgil ; 
and,  that  no  opportunity  of  profit  might  be  loft,  dedicated 
the  Paftorals  to  the  Lord  Clifford,  the  Georgicks  to  the  Earl 
of  Chefterfield,  and  the  jEneid  to  the  Earl  of  Mulgrfve. 
This  ceconomy  of  flattery,  at  once  laviih  and  difcreet,  did 
not  pals  without  obfervation. 

This  tranflation  was  cenfured  by  Milbourne,  a  clergyman, 
ftyled,  by  Pope,  "  the  faireft  of  criticlcs,"  becaufe  he  exhi- 
bited his  own  verfion  to  be  compared  with  that  which  he 
condemned. 

His  laft  work  was  his  Fables,  publiihed  in  confequence,  as 
is  fuppofed,  of  a  contract  now  in  the  hands  of  Mr.  Tonfon  : 
by  which  he  obliged  himfelf,  in  confideration  of  three  hun- 
dred pounds,  to  finifli  for  the  prefs  ten  thoufand  verfes. 

In  this  volume  is  comprifed  the  well-known  ode  on  St.  Co- 
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cilia's  day,  which,  as  appeared  by  a  letter  communicated  to 
Dr.  Birch,  be  fpent  a  fortnight  in  compofing  and  corre&ing. 
Bat  what  is  this  to  the  patience  and  diligence  of  Boileau, 
whofe  Equivoque,  a  poem  of  only  three  hundred  and  forty* 
fix  lines,  took  from  his  life  eleven  months  to  write  it,  and 
three  years  to  revife  it?  a 

-  Put  of  his  book  of  Fables  is  the  firft  Iliad  in  EngKib,  in* 
teoded  as  a  Specimen  of  a  verfion  of  the  whole.  Considering 
into  what  hands  Homer  was  to  fall,  the  reader  cannot  but  re- 
joice that  thisprojeft  went  no  further. 

The  time  was  now  at  hand  which  was  to  put  an  end  to  all 
his  tchemes  and  labours.  On  the  firft  of  May,  1701,  ha** 
kg  been  feme  time,  as  he  tells  us,  a  cripple  in  his  limbs,  be 
died,  in  Genurd-ftreet,  of  a  mortification  in  his  leg. 

There  i*  extant  a  wild  ftory  relating  to  fome  vexatious 
events  that  happened  at  his  funeral,  which,  at  the  end  of 
Coogreve's  Life,  by  a  writer  of  I  know  not  what  credit,  are 
tea  related,  as  I  find  the  account  transferred  to  a  biogra- 
phical didiopary* 

"  Mr.  Dryden  dying  on  the  Wedneiday  morning,  Dr. 
"  Thomas  Sprat,  then  Bifliop  of  Rochefter  and  Dean  of 
44  Weftminfter,  fent  the  next  day  to  the  Lady  Elizabeth 
**  Howard,  Mr.  Dryden's  widow,  that  he  would  make  a  pre* 
H  fent  of  the  ground,  which  was  forty  pounds,  with  all  the 
"  ether  Abbey-fees.  The  Lord  Halifax  likewife  fent  to  the 
"  Lady  Elizabeth,  and  Mr.  Charles  Dryden  her  ion,  that, 
a  if  they  would  give  him  leave  to  bury  Mr.  Dryden,  he 
"  would  inter  him  with  a  gentleman's  private  funeral,  and 
"  afterwards  beftow  five  hundred  pounds  on  a  monument  in 
*  the  Abbey ;  which,  as  they  had  no  reafon  to  refufe,  they 
44  accepted.  On  the  Saturday  following  the  company  came ; 
m  the  corpfe  was  put  into  a  velvet  hearfe ;  and  eighteen 
"  mourning  coaches,  filled  with  company,  attended.  When 
**  they  were  juft  ready  to  move,  the  Lord  Jefieries,  fon  of 
m  the  Lord  Chancellor  Jefieries,  with  fome  of  his  rakifli 
m  companions,  comjng  by,  aflced  whofe  funeral  it  was ;  and 
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«  being  told  Mr.  Dryden's,  he  faid,  '  What,  £hatl  Drydett, 
"  the  greateft  honour  and  ornament  of  the  nation,  be  buried 
u  after  this  private  manner!  No,  gentlemen,  let  all  that 
"  loved  Mr.  Dry  den,  and  honour  his  memory,  alight  and 
u  join  with  me  iu  gaining  my  lady's  confent  to  let  me  have. 
"  the  honour  of  his  interment,  which  ihall  be  after  another 
"  manner  than  this ;  and  I  will  beftow  a'thoufimd  pounds  on 
u  a  monument  in  the  Abbey  for  him/  The  gentlemen  in  the 
"  coaches,  not  knowing  of  the  Bifhop  of  Rochefter's  favour, 
"  nor  of  the  lord  Halifax's  generous  defign  (they  both  having, 
"  oat  of  refpeft  to  the  family,  enjoined  the  Lady  Elizabeth, 
"  and  ber  fon,  to  keep  their  favour  concealed  to  the  world, 
01  and  let  it  pafs  for  their  own  expence),  readily  came  out  of 
"  their  coaches,  and  attended  Lord  Jefferies  up  to  the  lady's 
u  bedfide,  who  was  then  fick.  He  repeated  the  purport  of 
"  what  he  had  before  (aid  ;  but  (he  abfolutely  refining,  he 
u  fell  on  his  knees,  vowing  never  to  rife  till  his  requeft  was 
$(  granted.  The  reft  of  the  company  by  his  defire  kneeled 
"  alfo ;  and  the  lady,  being  under  a  fudden  furprize,  fainted 
"  away.  As  foon  as  (he  recovered  her  fpeecb,  (be  cried, 
"  No,  no.  Enough,  gentlemen,  replied  he ;  my  lady  is 
u  very  good,  (he  fays,  Go,  go.  She  repeated  her  former 
"  words  with  all  her  ftrength,  but  in  vain,  for  her  feeble 
"  voice  was  loft  in  their  acclamations  of  joy ;  and  the  Lord 
«  JefTeries  ordered  the  hearfemeu  to  carry  the  corpfe  to  Mr* 
"  Rufiel's,  an  undertaker  in  Cheapfide,  and  leave  it  there 
"  till  he  (hot  ild  fend  orders  for  the  embalment,  which,  be 
"  added,  (hsuld  be  after  the  royal  manner.  His  directions 
"  were  obeyed,  the  company  difperfed,  and  Lady  Elizabeth 
"  and  her  fon  remained  inconfolable.  The  next  day  Mr. 
«  Charles  Dryden  waited  on  the  l^ord  Halifax  and  the 
<'  Bifliop,  to  excufe  his  mother  and  himfelf,  by  relating  the 
u  real  truth.  But  neither  his  Lordmip  nor  the  Bifliop  would 
"  admit  of  any  plea ;  efpecially  the  latter,  who  had  the  Ab- 
"  bey  lighted,  the  ground  opened,  the  choir  attending,  an 
"  anthem  ready  fet,  and  himfelf  waiting  for  fome  time  with* 
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H  out  any  corpfe  to  bury.    The  undertaker,  after  three  days 

u  expectance  of  orders  for  embalment  without  receiving  any, 

€C  waited  on  the  Lord  Jefferies ;  who,  pretending  ignorance 

u  of  the  matter,  turned  it  off  with  an  ill-natured  jeft,  fey- 

u  ing,  tliat  thofe  who  obferved  the  orders  of  a  drunken  fro- 

u  lick  deierved  no  better ;  that  he  remembered  nothing  at 

"  all  of  it ;  and  that  he  might  do  what  he  pleafed  with  the 

u  corpfe.     Upon  this,  the  undertaker  waited  upon  the  Lady 

"  Elizabeth  and  her  fon,  and  threatened  to  bring  the  corpfe 

"  home,  and  fet  it  before  the  door.     They  defired  a  day's 

u  refpite,  which  was  granted.     Mr.  Charles  Dryden  wrote. 

"  a  handfome  letter  to  the  Lord  Jefferies,  who  returned  it 

u  with  this  cool  anfwer : '  That  he  knew  nothing  of  the  mat- 

"  ter,  and  would  be  troubled  no  more  about  it.'     He  then 

"  addreffed  the  Lord  Halifax  and  the  bUhop  of  Rochefter, 

"  who  abfolutely  refufed  to  do  any  thing  in  it.      In  this  dif- 

tf  trefe  Dr.  Garth  fent  for  the  corpfe  to  the  College  of  Pby- 

"  ficians,  and  propofed  a  funeral  by  fubfcription,  to  which 

"  himfelf  fet  a  moft  noble  example.     At  laft  a  day,    about 

€t  three  weeks  after  Mr.  Dryden's  deceafe,  was   appointed 

"  for  the  interment.     *  Dr.  Garth  pronounced  a  fine  Latin 

"  oration,  at  the  College,  over  the  corpfe ;    which  was  at- 

u  tended  to  the  Abbey  by  a  numerous  train  of  coaches. 

Cf  When  the   funeral  was  over,  Mr.  Charles  Dryden  fent  a 

u  challenge  to  the  Lord  Jefferies,  who  refufing  to  anfwer  it, 

".  he  fent  feveral  others,  and  went  often  himfelf;  but  could 

"  neither  get  a  letter  delivered,  nor  admittance  to  fpeak  to 

"  him ;  which  fo  incenfed  him,  that  he  refolved,  fince  his 

"  Lordfhip  refufed  to  anfwer  him  like  a  gentleman,  that  he 

"  would  watch  an  opportunity  to  meet   and  fight  off-hand, 

"  though  with  all  the  rules  of  honour ;  which  his  Lordfhip 

•  In  a  fetrrtcal  poem,  entitled  «  The  Apparition,  &c  "  of  which  there  were 
two  editions  in  1710,  Garth's  eloquence,  on  this  occafion,  u  thus  described : 
"  John  Dryden,  with  his  brethren  of  the  bays, 
«  His  lore  te  Garth,  blafpbeining  Garth,  conveys, 
"  And  thanks  him  ior  his  Pagan  i iweral  pratfe."    T. 
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"  hearing,  left  die  town :  and  Mr.  Charles  Dryden  could 
"  never  Lave  the  fati&fa&ion  of  meeting  him,  though  h* 
"  fought  it  till  his  death  with  the  utmoft  application." 

Thus  ftory  I  once  intended  to  omit,  as  it  appears  with  no 
great  evidence  ;  nor  have  I  met  with  any  confirmation,  but 
in  a  letter  of  Farquhar ;  and  he  only  relate*  that  the  funeral 
of  Dryden  was  tumultuary  and  confuted  *  • 

Supporting  the  ftory  true,  we  may  remark,  that  the  gradual 
change  of  manners,  though  imperceptible  in  the  procefe,  ap- 
pears great  when  different  times,  and  thofe  not  very  diftant, 
are  compared*  If  at  this  time  a  young  drunken  Lord  Jhotrid 
interrupt  the  pompous  regularity  of  a  magnificent  funeral, 
what  would  be  the  event,  but  that  he  would  be  juftkd  out  of 
the  way,  and  compelled  to  be  quiet  ?  If  be  fhouU  fhruft  faim^ 
felf  into  an  houfe,  he  would  be  fent  roughly  away ;  and, 
what  is  yet  more  to  the  honour  of  the  prefect  time,  I  believe 
that  thofe,  who  had  fubfcribed  to  die  funeral,  of  a  man  like 
Dryden,  would  not,  for  fuch  an  accident,  have  withdrawn 
their  contributions  f. 


*  An  earlier  account  of  Dryden's  funeral  than  that  above  cited,  though 
without  the  circumftances  that  preceded  it,  is  given  by  Edward  Ward,  who  in 
his  London  Spy,  publiihed  in  1706,  relates,  that  on  the  occafion  there  waa  a 
performance  of  folemn  Mufick  at  the  College,  and  that  at  the  proceffion,  which 
himfelffaw,  Handing  at  the  end  of  Chancery-lane,  Fleet-ftreet,  there  was  a 
concert  of  hautboys  and  trumpets.  The  day  of  Dryden's  interment,  he  fays, 
was  Monday  the  13th  of  May,  which,  according  to  Johtifon,  waa  twelve  days 
after  his  deceafe,  and  (hews  how  long  his  funeral  was  in  fulpenfe.  Ward  knew 
not  that  the  expence  of  it  was  defrayed  by  fubfeription ;  but  compliments  LonJ 
Jefieries  for  fo  pious  an  undertaking.  He  alfo  fays,  that  the  caufe  of  Dry* 
den's  death  was  an  inflammation  in  his  toe,  occafioned  by  the  flefh  growing 
over  the  nail,  which  being  neglected  produced  a  mortification  in  his  leg.     H. 

+  In  the  Regifter  of  the  College  of  Phyficians,  is  the  following  Entry  :— 
"  May  3,  1700.  Comitiis  Cenforiis  ordinarii.s.  At  the  requeft  of  feveral 
«  perfons  of  quality,  that  Mr.  Dryden  might  be  carried  from  the  College  of 
«  Phyficians  to  be  interred  at  Weftminfter,  it  waa  unanimoufly  granted  by 
«  the  PfefideutandCenfon."    • 

This  entry  is  not  calculated  to  afford  any  credit  to  the  narrative  concern* 
ing  Lord  Jefieries.    H  ,  „  Jt 
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He  was  buried  among  the  poets  in  Weftminfter  Abbey, 
where,  though  the  Duke  of  Newcaftle  bad,  in  a  general  de« 
dicatioii  prefixed  by  Congreve  to  his  dramatick  works,  ao 
cepted  thanks  for  his  intention  to  ere&ing  him  a  monument, 
he  lay  long  without  diftin&ion,  till  the  Duke  of  Buckings 
hamfhire  gave  him  a  tablet,  infcribed  only  with  the  name  of 
Drtden. 

He  married  the  Lady  Elizabeth  Howard,  daughter  of  the 
Earl  of  Berkshire,  with  circumfiances,  according'  to  the  £h 
tire  imputed  to  Lord  Somen*,  not  very  honourable  to  eithe* 
party ;  by  her  he  had  three  fons,  Charles,  John,  and  Henry* 
Charles  was  uiher  of  the  palace  to  Pope  Clement  the  Xlth  ; 
and,  vifiting  England  in  1704,  was  drowned  in  an  attempt  to 
fwim  acroft  the  Thames  at  Windfor. 

John  was  author  of  a  comedy  called  The  Hufband  his 
own  Cuckold.  He  is  laid  to  have  died  at  Rome.  Henry 
entered  into  fome  religious  order.  It  is  fome  proof  of  Dry- 
den's  fincerity  in  his  fecond  religion,  that  he  taught  it  to  his 
fons.  A  man,  confcious  of  hypocritical  profeffion  in  him* 
felf,  is  not  likely  to  convert  others ;  and,  as  his  fons  were 
qualified  in  1693  to  appear  among  the  tranflators  of  Juvenal, 
they  muft  have  been  taught  fome  religion  before  their  father's 
change. 

Of  the  pcrfon  of  Dryden  I  know  not  any  account ;  of  Us 
mind,  the  portrait  which  has  been  left  by  Congreve,  who 
knew  him  with  great  familiarity,  is  fuch  as  adds  our  love  of 
his  manners  to  our  admiration  of  his  genius.  "  He  was," 
we  are  told,  "  of  a  nature  exceedingly  humane  and  compef- 
"  fionate,  ready  to  forgive  injuries,  and  capable  of  a  fincere 
"  reconciliation  with  thofe  who  had  offended  him.  His 
"  friendfhip,  where  he  profeffed  it,  went  beyond  his  pro* 
u  feffions.  He  was  of  a  very  eafy,  of  very  pleafing  acceis ; 
"  but  fomewhat  flow,  and,  as  it  were  diffident,  in  his  ad* 
"  vances  to  others :  he  had  that  in  nature  which  abhorred  in* 
"  trufion  into  any  fociety  whatever.  He  was  therefore  left 
"  known,  and  confequently  his  chara&er  became  more  liable 
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"  to  mifapprehenfions  and  mifreprefentations :  he  was  very 
"  modeft,  and  very  eafily  to  be  difcountenanced  in  his  ap- 
u  preaches  to  his  equals  or  fuperiors.  As  his  reading  had 
t€  been  very  extenfive,  fo  was  he  very  happy  in  a  memory 
€€  tenacious  of  every  thing  that  he  had  read.  He  was  not 
u  more  poffefled  of  knowledge  than  he  was  communicative  of 
"  it ;  but  then  his  communication  was  by  no  means  pedan- 
t€  tick,  or  impofed  upon  the  converfation,  but  juft  fiich,  and 
€(  went  fo  far,  as,  by  the  natural  turn  of  the  converfation  in 
"  which  he  was  engaged,  it  was  neceflarily  promoted  or  re- 
€t  quired.  He  was  extremely  ready  and  gentle  in  his  corree- 
u  tion  of  the  errors  of  any  writer  who  thought  fit  to  confult 
"  him,  and  full  as  ready  and  patient  to  admit  the  reprehen- 
€f  fions  of  others,  in  refpeft  of  his  own  overfights  or  mif- 
«  takes  " 

To  this  account  of  Congreve  nothing  can  be  objected  but 
the  fondnefe  of  friendihip  ;  and  to  have  excited  that  fondnefs 
in  fuch  a  mind  is  no  fmall  degree  of  praife.  The  difpofition 
of  Dryden,  however,  is  fhewn  in  this  character  rather 
as  it  exhibited  itfelf  in  curfory  converfation,  than  as  it  ope- 
rated on  the  more  important  parts  of  life.  His  placability 
and  his  friendihip  indeed  were  folid  virtues;  but  courtefy  and 
good- humour  are  often  found  with  little  real  worth.  Since 
Congreve,  who  knew  him  well,  has  told  us  no  more,  the  reft 
rauft  be  collected  *s  it  can  from  other  teftitnonies,  and  parti* 
cularly  from  thofe  notices  which  Dryden  has  very  liberally 
giveh  us  of  himfelf. 

*  The  modefty  which  made  him  fo  flow  to  advance,  and  fo 
eafy  to  be  repulfed,  was  certainly  no  fufpicion  of  deficient 
merit,  or  unconfeioufnefs  of  his  own  value:  he  appears  to 
have  known,  in  its  whole  extent,  the  dignity  of  his  own  cha- 
rafter,  and  to  have  fet  a  very  high  value  on  his  own  powers 
and  performances.  He  probably  did  not  offer  his  converfa- 
tion, becaufe  he  expe&ed  it  to  be  folicited ;  and  he  retired 
from  a  cold  reception,   not  fubmiflive  but  indignant,  with 
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luch  deference  of  his  own  greatnefs  as  made  him  unwilling  to 
expofe  it  to  negled  or  violation. 

His  modefty  was  by  no  means  inconfiftent  with  oftenta* 
tioufnefe ;  he  is  diligent  enough  to  remind  the  world  of  his 
merit,  and  expreffes  with  very  little  fcruple  his  high  opinion 
of  his  own  powers ;  but  his  felf-commendations  are  read  with- 
out fcora  or  indignation ;  we  allow  his  claims,  and  love  his 
franknefs. 

Tradition,  however,  has  not  allowed  that  his  confidence  in 
himfelf  exempted  him  from  jealoufy  of  others.  He  is  ac- 
cufed  of  envy  and  infidioufheis;  and  is  particularly  charged 
with  inciting  Creech  to  tranflate  Horace,  that  he  might  lofe 
the  reputation  which  Lucretius  had  given  him  *• 

Of  this  charge  we  immediately  difcover  that  it  is  merely 
conje&ural ;  the  purpofe  was  fuch  as  no  man  would  confefe ; 
and  a  crime  that  admits  no  proof,  why  fliould  we  believe  ? 
.  He  has  been  defcribed  as  magifterially  prefiding  over  the 
younger  writers,  and  affuming  the  distribution  of  poetical 
fame ;  but  he  who  excels  has  a  right  to  teach,  and  he  whofe 
judgment  is  inconteftible  may  without  ufurpation  examine 
and  decide. 

Congreve  reprefents  him  as  ready  to  advife  and  inftroS; 
but  there  is  reafon  to  believe  that  his  communication  was  ra- 
ther ufeful  than  entertaining.  He  declares  of  himfelf  that  he 
was  bturnine,  and  not  one  of  tbofe  whofe  fprightly  faying* 
diverted  company ;  and  one  of  his  cenfurers  makes  him  fey, 

Nor  wine  nor  love  could  ever  fee  me  gay ; 
To  writing  bred,  I  knew  not  what  to  fay. 

There  are  men  whofe  powers  operate  only  at  leifure  and  in 
retirement,  and  whofe  intelle&ual  vigour  deferts  them  in  con- 

•  The  accufation  againft  Dryden  of  having  incited  Creech  to  tranflate  Ho* 
nee,  tint,  by  his  failure  in  .that  work,  he  might  lofe  the  reputation  which  hie 
poetical  vernon  of  Lucretius  had  procured  him*  is  proved  by  Mr.  Malone  to 
be  an  impudent  and  malicious  mlfehood,  and  is  traced  by  him  to  Tom  Brown. 
See  Mr.  Malone's  Lft  of  Dryden,  p.  506—511.    T. 

vol.  i.  d 
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veriation;  whom  merriment  confufes,  and  obje&ion  difcon* 
certs;  whofe  bafhfulnefs  reftrains  their  exertion,  and  fuffers 
them  not  to  fpeak  till  the  time  of  fpeakiug  is  paft ;  or  whofe 
attention  to  their  own  chara&er  makes  them  unwilling  to 
utter  at  hazard  what  has  not  been  considered,  and  cannot  be 
recalled. 

Of  Dryden'*  fluggifltaefs  in  conterfation  it  is  vain  to  fearch 
or  to  guefa  the  caufe.  He  certainly  wanted  neither  Tene- 
ments nor  language;  his  intellectual  treafures  were  great, 
though  they  were  locked  up  from  his  own  ufe.  "  His 
"  thoughts/'  when  he  wrote,  "  flowed  in  upon  him  fo  faft, 
€t  that  his  only  care  was  which  to  chufe,  and  which  to  rejeft." 
Such  rapidity  of  compofition  naturally  promifes  a  flow  of 
talk  ;  yet  we  muft  be  content  to  believe  what  an  enemy  fays 
of  him,  when  he  likewife  fays  it  of  himfelf.  But,  whatever 
was  his  character  as  a  companion,  it  appears  that  he  lived  id 
familiarity  with  the  higheft  perfons  of  his  time.  It  is  related 
by  Carte  of  the  Duke  of  Ormond,  that  he  ufed  often  to  pais 
a  night  with  Dryden,  and  thofe  with  whom  Dryden  con- 
torted :  who  they  were,  Carte  has  not  told,  but  certainly  the 
convivial  table  at  which  Ormond  fat  was  not  furrounded  with 
a  plebeian  fociety.  He  was  indeed  reproached  with  boafting 
of  his  familiarity  with  the  great ;  and  Horace  will  ibpport 
him  in  the  opinion,  that  to  pleafe  fuperiors  is  not  the  loweft 
kind  of  merit. 

The  merit  of  pleafing  muft,  however,  be  eftimated  by  the 
means.  Favour  is  not  always  gamed  by  good  a&ions  or  lau- 
dable qualities.  Careffes  and  preferments  are  often  beftowed 
on  the  auxiliaries  of  vice,  the  procurers  of  pleaiure,  or  the 
flatterers  of  vanity.  Dryden  has  never  been  charged  with 
any  perfonal  agency  unworthy  of  a  good  character:  he 
abetted  vice  and  vanity  only  with  his  pen.  One  of  his  ene- 
mies has  accufed  him  of  lewdnefe  in  his  con  verfation ;  but, 
if  accufation  without  proof  be  credited,  who  fhall  be  inno- 
cent? 
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His  works  afford  too  many  examples  of  diflblute  licen- 
tioufhefs  and  abjeft  adulation ;  but  they  were  probably,  like 
bis  merriment,  artificial  and  conftrained ;  the  effe&s  of  ftudy 
and  meditation,  and  his  trade  rather  than  his  pleafure. 

Of  the  mind  that  can  trade  in  corruption,  and  can  delibe- 
rately pollute  itfelf  with ,  ideal  wickednefe  for  the  fake  of 
fpreading  the  contagion  in  fociety,  I  wifli  not  to  conceal  or 
excufe  the  depravity.  Such  degradation  of  the  dignity  of 
genius,  fuch  abufe  of  fuperlative  abilities,  cannot  be  contetn* 
{dated  but  with  grief  and  indignation.  What  confolation 
can  be  had,  Dryden  has  afforded,  by  living  to  repent,  and  to 
teftify  his  repentance* 

Of  dramatick  immorality  he  did  not  want  examples  among 
his  predeceflbrs,  or  companions  among  his  contemporaries ; 
but,  in  the  meannefs  and  fervility  of  hyperbolical  adulation,  I 
know  not  whether,  fince  the  days  in  which  the  Roman  empe- 
rors were  deified,  he  has  been  ever  equalled,  except  by  Afra 
fiehn,  in  an  addrefe  to  Eleanor  Gwyn.  When  once  he  has 
undertaken  the  tafk  of  praife,  he  no  longer  retains  fhame  in 
himfelf,  nor  fuppofes  it  in  his  patron.  As  many  odoriferous 
bodies  are  obferved  to  diffufe  perfumes  from  year  to  year, 
without  fenfible  diminution  of  bulk  or  weight,  he  appears 
never  to  havfe  impoverished  his  mint  of  flattery  by  his  ex- 
pences,  however  lavifh.  He  had  all  the  forms  of  excellence 
intelle&ual  and  moral,  combined  in  his  mind,  with  endlefi 
variation ;  and,  when  he  had  fcattered  on  the  hero  of  the  day 
the  golden  fhower  of  wit  and  virtue,  he  had  ready  for  him, 
whom  he  wifhed  to  court  on  the  morrow,  new  wit  and  virtue 
with  another  ftamp.  Of  this  kind  of  meannefs  he  pever 
feetns  to  decline  the  pra&ice,  or  lament  the  neceffity :  he 
confiders  the  great  as  entitled  to  encomiaftick  homage,  and 
brings  praife  rather  as  a  tribute  than  a  gift,  more  delighted 
with  the  fertility  of  his  invention,  than  mortified  by  the  pros- 
titution of  his  judgment.  It  is  indeed  not  certain,  that  on 
thefe  occafions  his  judgment  much  rebelled  againft  his  inte* 

dS 


Digitized  by 


Google 


lii  LIFE  OF  DRYDEN. 

reft.  There  are  minds  which  eafily  fink  into  fubmiflion,  that 
look  on  grandeur  with  undiftingui(hing  reverence,  and  difco- 
ver  no  defect  where  there  is  elevation  of  rank  and  affluence  of 
riches. 

With  his  praifes  of  others  and  of  himfelf  is  always  inter- 
mingled  a  drain  of  difcontent  and  lamentation,  a  fullen  growl 
of  refentment,  or  a  querulous  murmur  of  diftrefs.  His  works 
are  under- valued,  his  merit  is  unrewarded,  and  "  he  has  few 
"  thanks  to  pay  his  ftars  tliat  he  was  born  among  Englifh* 
u  men."  *  To  his  critics  he  is  fometimes  contemptuous, 
fometimes  refentful,  and  fometimes  fubmifflve.  The  writer 
who  thinks  his  works  formed  for  duration,  miftakes  his  inte* 
reft  when  he  mentions  his  enemies.  He  degrades  his  own 
dignity  by  (hewing  that  he  was  affected  by  their  cenfures,  and 
gives  lafting  importance  to  names,  which,  left  to  themfelves, 
would  vaniih  from  remembrance.  From  this  principle  Dry- 
den  did  not  often  depart;  his  complaints  are  for  the  greater 
"part  general ;  he  feldom  pollutes  his  pages  with  an  adverfe 
name.  He  condefcended  indeed  to  a  controverfy  with  Settle, 
in  which  he  perhaps  may  be  coniidered  rather  as  aflaulting 
than  repelling;  and  fince  Settle  is  funk  into  oblivion,  his 
libel  remains  injurious  only  to  himfelf. 

Among  anfwers  to  critics,  no  poetical  attacks,  or  alterca- 
tions, are  to  be  included ;  they  are  like  other  poems,  effufions 
of  genius,  produced  as  much  to  obtain  praife  as  to  obviate 
cenfure.    Thefe  Dryden  pra&ifed,  and  in  thefe  he  excelled. 

Of  Collier,  Blackmore,  and  Milbourne,  he  has  made  men- 
tion in  the  Preface  of  his  Fables.  To  the  cenfiire  of  Col- 
lier, whofe  remarks  may  be  rather  termed  admonitions  than 
criticifms,  he  makes  little  reply ;  being,  at  the  age  of  fixty- 

*  His  fatke  was  evidently  dreaded,  as  appeals  in  The  Ca*aUcr*$  Lftawy, 
printed  in  1682 : 

«  From  dining  with  Bethel  and  flipping  with  Clay  ton, 

••  From  a  lajh  with  the  quill  rffatyricatt  Dryden, 

M  From  a  high-mettled  Whig  that  was  kick'd  at  Low-Laytoa, 

u  Libera  nos,  &c"  T» 
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eight,  attentive  to  better  things  than  the  claps  of  a  playhoufe. 
He  complains  of  Collier's  rudeneis,  and  the  "  horse-play  of 
"  his  raillery ;"  and  afferts,  that  "  in  many  places  he  has 
((  perverted  by  his  gloffes  the  meaning"  of  what  he  cenfures ; 
but  in  other  things  he  confeffes  that  he  is  juftly  taxed ;  and 
fays  with  great  calranefs  and  candour,  "  I  have  pleaded  guilty 
"  to  all  thoughts  or  expreffions  of  mine  that  can  be  truly. 
u  accufed  of  obfeenity,  immorality,  or  profanenefs,  and  re- 
"  traft  them.  If  he  be  my  enemy,  let  him  triumph ;  if  he 
€t  be  my  friend,  he  will  be  glad  of  my  repentance."  Yet  as 
our  beft  difpofitions  are  imperfeft,  he  left  (landing  in  the 
feme  book  a  refle&ion  on  Collier  of  great  afperity,  and  indeed 
of  more  afperity  than  wit. 

Blackmore  he  reprefents  as  made  his  enemy  by  the  poem 
of  Abfalom  and  Achitophel,  which  "  he  thinks  a  little  iiard 
"  upon  his  fanatick  patrons;"  and  charges  him  with  borrow- 
ing the  plan  of  his  Arthur  from  the  Preface  to  Juvenal, 
"  though  he  kid,"  lays  he,  "  the  bafenefs  not  to  acknowledge 
"  his  benefa&or,  but  inftead  of  it  to  traduce  me  in  a  libel." 

The  libel  in  which  Blackmore  traduced  him  was  a  Satire 
*pon  Wit\  in  which,  having  lamented  the  exuberance  of 
fidfe  wit  and  the  deficiency  of  true,  he  propofes  that  all  wit 
AkmiW  be  re-coined  before  it  is  current,  and  appoints  mailers 
of  afiay  who  fliall  rejeft  all  that  is  light  or  debafed. 

Tis  true,  that  when  the  coarfe  and  worthlefs  drofs    * 

Is  purged  away,  there  will  be  mighty  lofs  : 

Ev'n  Congreve,  Southern,  manly  Wycherly, 

When  thus  refin'd  will  grievous  fufferers  be. 

Into  the  melting  pot  when  Dryden  comes, 

What  horrid  ftench  will  rife,  what  noifome  fumes ! 

How  will  he  flirink,  when  all  his  lewd  allay, 

And  wicked  mixture,  fliall  be  purg'd  away  ! 

Thus  (lands  the  pafiage  in  the  laft  edition ;  but  in  the  original 
there  was  an  abatement  of  the  cenfure,  beginning  thus : 

But  what  remains  will  be  fo  pure,  'twill  bear 
TV  examination  of  the  moil  fevere. 
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Blackmore,  finding  the  cenfure  refented,  and  the  civility 
difregarded,  ungeneroufly  omitted  the  fofter  part.  Such 
variations  difcover  a  writer  who  confults  his  paffions  more 
than  his  virtue ;  and  it  may  be  reafonably  fuppofed  that  Dry- 
den  imputes  his  enmity  to  its  true  caufc. 

Of  Milbourne  he  wrote  only  in  general  terms,  fuch  as  are 
always  ready  at  the  call  of  anger,  whether  juft  or  not :  a  (hort 
extraft  will  be  fufficient.  "  He  pretends  a  quarrel  to  me, 
"  that  I  have  fallen  foul  upon  priefthood :  if  I  have,  I  am 
"  only  to  afk  pardon  of  good  priefts,  and  am  afraid  his  (hare 
"  of  the  reparation  will  come  to  little.  Let  him  be  fatisfied 
"  that  he  (hall  never  be  able  to  force  himfelf  upon  me  for  an 
u  adverfary ;  I  contemn  him  too  much  to  enter  into  compe- 
€€  tition  with  him. 

"As  for  the  reft  of  thole  who  have  written  againft  me,  they 
u  are  fuch  fcoundrels  that  they  deferve  not  the  leaft  notice  to 
"  be  taken  of  them.  Blackmore  and  Milbourne  are  only 
"  diftinguifhed  from  the  crowd  by  being  remembered  to  their 
u  infamy." 

Dryden  indeed  difcovered,  in  many  of  his  writings,  an 
affe&ed  andabfurd  malignity  to  priefts  and  priefthood,  which 
naturally  raifed  him  many  enemies,  and  which  was  fometimes 
as  unfeafbnably  refented  as  it  was  exerted.  Trapp  is  angry 
that  he  calls  the  facrificer  in  the  Georgicks  "  The  Holy 
"  Butcher:"  the  tranflation  is  not  indeed  ridiculous;  but 
Trapp's  anger  arifes  from  his  zeal,  not  for  the  author,  but 
the  prieft ;  as  if  any  reproach  of  the  follies  of  Paganifin 
could  be  extended  to  the  preachers  of  truth. 

Dryden's  diflike  of  the  priefthood  is  imputed  by  Langbaine, 
and  1  think  by  Brown  *,  to  a  repulfe  which  he  fuffered  when 

•  See  alfo  a  Poem  in  Defence  of  the  Church  of  England,  in  opposition  to 
|he  Hind  and  Panther.    Fol    Lond.    1688. 

«  Friend  Bayes !  I  fear,  this  fable,  and  thefe  rimes, 
•*  Were  thy  dull  penance  for  fome  former  crimes, 
"  When  thy  free  mufe  her  own  brUk  language  fpoke, 
"  And,  unbaptiz'd,  difdain'd  she  Chriftian  yoke. 
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be  folicited  ordination ;  but  he  denies,  in  tbe  Preface  to  his 
Fables,  that  he  ever  defigned  to  enter  into  the  Church ;  and 
fiich  a  denial  he  would  not  have  hazarded,  if  he  could  have 
been  convided  of  faUhood. 

Malevolence  to  the  clergy  is  feldom  at  a  great  diftance 
from  irreverence  of  religion,  and  Dryden  affords  no  exception 
to  this   obfervation.     His  writings  exhibit  many  paffages, 
which,  with  all  the  allowance  that  can  be  made  for  chara&ers 
and  occafions,  are  fuch  as  piety  would  not  have  admitted,  and 
fuch  as  may  vitiate  light  and  unprincipled  minds*     But  there 
is  no  reafon  for  fuppofing  that  he  difbelieved  the  religion 
which  he  difobeyed.     He  forgot  his   duty  rather  than   dis- 
owned it.     His  tendency  to  profanenefe  is  the  effeft  of  levity, 
negligence,  and  loofe  converfation,  with  a  defire  of  accommo- 
dating himfelf  to  the  corruption  of  the  times,  by  venturing  to 
be  wicked  as  far  as  he  durft.     When  he  profefied  himfelf  a 
convert  to  Popery,  he  did  not  pretend  to  have  received  any 
new  convi&ion  of  the  fundamental  dodrines  of  Chriftianity. 

The  perfecution  of  criticks  was  not  the  worft  of  his  vexa- 
tions :  he  was  much  more  difturbed  by  the  importunities  of 
want.  His  complaints  of  poverty  are  fo  frequently  repeated, 
either  with  the  dejection  of  weaknefe  finking  in  helplefe  mi- 
fery,  or  the  indignatiou  of  merit  claiming  its  tribute  from 
mankind,  that  it  is  impoffible  not  to  deteft  the  age  which 
could  impofe  on  fuch  a  man  the  neceffity  of  fuch  felicitations, 
or  not  to  defpife  the  man  who  could  fubqiit  tQ  fuch  felicita- 
tions without  necefiity. 

Whether  by  the  world's  negled,  or  his  own  imprudence,  I 
am  afraid  that  the  greateft  part  of  his  life  was  paffed  in  exi- 
gencies. Such  outcries  were  furely  never  uttered  but  in 
fevere  pain.  Of  his  fupplies  or  his  expences,  no  probable 
estimate  can  now  be  made.   Except  the  falary  of  the  Laureat, 

M  The  Spanijk  Fryer  not  thought  himfelf  reveng'd, 

*  Until  thy  ftyle,  as  well  at  faith,  were  chang'd. 

*  Ow  Church  refund  thee  order*  ;  whence  I  find 

«  iter  wll'd  the  Panther,  that  of  Home  the  UWtf*  % 
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to  which  King  James  added  the  office  of  Historiographer, 
perhaps  with  fome  additional  emoluments,  his  whole  revenue 
feems  to  have  been  cafnal ;  and  it  is  well  known  that  he  feldom 
lives  frugally  who  lives  by  chance.  Hope  is  always  liberal ; 
and  they  that  truft  her  promifes,  make  little  fcruple  of  revel* 
ling  to-day  on  the  profits  of  the  morrow. 

Of  his  plays  the  profit  was  not  great ;  and  of  the  produce 
of  his  other  works  very  little  intelligence  can  be  had.  By 
difcourfing  with  the  late  amiable  Mr.  Tonfon,  I  could  not 
find  that  any  memorials  of  the  tranfa&ions  between  his  prede- 
ceffor  and  Dryden  had  been  preferved,  except  the  following 
papers: 

"  I  do  hereby  promife  to  pay  John  Dryden,  Efq.  or  order, 
«  on  the  25th  of  March,  1699,  the  fum  of  two  hundred  and 
"  fifty  guineas,  in  confideration  often  thoufand  verfes,  which 
u  the  faid  John  Dryden,  Efq.  is  to  deliver  to  me  Jacob 
"  Tonfon,  when  finilbed,  whereof  feven  thoufand  five  hun* 
€(  dred  verfes,  more  or  lefs,  are  already  in  the  faid  Jacob 
€t  Tonfon's  poffefljon.  And  I  do  hereby  farther  promife, 
"  and  engage  myfelf,  to  make  up  the  laid  fum  of  two  hun- 
"  dred  and  fifty  guineas  three  hundred  pounds  fterling  to  the 
"  laid  John  Dryden,  Efq.  his  executors,  adminiftrators,  or 
u  affigns,  at  die  beginning  of  the  fecond  impreffion  of  the 
«*  laid  ten  thoufand  verfes. 

"  In  witnefs  whereof  I  have  hereunto  fet  my  band  and 
«  feal,  this  20th  day  of  March,  1 698-9. 

«  Jacob  Tonfon," 

«  Sealed  and  delivered,  being 
"  firft  duly  ftampt,  purfuant 
u  to  the  A6to  of  Parliament 
"  for  that  purpofe,  in  the 
<€  prefence  of 

u  Ben.  Portlock, 
*  Will.  Congreve," 
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"  March  24, 1698. 
"  Received  then  of  Mr.  Jacob  Tonfon  the  fum  of  two 
"  hundred  fixty-eight  pounds  fifteen  {hillings,  in  purfuance 
u  of  an  agreement  for  ten  thoufand  verfes,  to  be  delivered  by 
"  me  to  the  laid  Jacob  Tonfon,  whereof  I  have  already  de- 
"  livered  to  him  about  feven  thoufand  five  hundred,  more  or 
"  left ;  he  the  faid  Jacob  Tonfon  being  obliged  to  make  up 
u  the  forefaid  fum  of  two  hundred  fixty-eight  pounds  fifteen 
u  {hillings  three  hundred  pounds,  at  the  beginning  of  th* 
a  fecond  impreffion  of  the  forelaid  ten  thoufand  verfes. 

"  I  fey,  received  by  me, 

€t  John  Diyden  • 
«  Witnefe,  Charles  Dryden." 

Two  hundred  and  fifty  guineas,  at  1/.  Is.  6d.  is  268/.  15#. 

It  is  manifeft,  from  the  dates  of  this  coutra&,  that  it  re- 
lates to  the  volume  of  Fables,  which  contains  about  twelve 
thoufand  verfes,  and  for  which  therefore  the  payment  mult 
have  been  afterwards  enlarged. 

I  have  been  told  of  another  letter  yet  remaining,  in  which 
he  defires  Tonfon  to  bring  him  money,  to  pay  for  a  watch 
which  he  had  ordered  for  his  fon,  and  which  the  maker  would 
not  leave  without  the  price. 

The  inevitable  confequence  of  poverty  is  dependence. 
Dryden  had  probably  no  recourfe  in  his  exigencies  but  to  his 
bookfeller.  The  particular  character  of  Tonfon  I  do  not 
know ;  but  the  general  conduft  of  traders  was  much  lefs  libe- 
ral in  thofe  times  than  in  our  own :  their  views  were  nar- 
rower, and  their  manners  groffer.  To  the  mercantile  rug- 
gednefs  of  that  race,  the  delicacy  of  the  poet  was  fometimes 
expofed.  Lord  Bolingbroke,  who  in  his  youth  had  cultivated 
poetry,  related  to  Dr.  King,  of  Oxford,  that  one  day,  when 
he  vifited  Dryden,  they  heard,  as  they  were  converfing,  ano- 
ther perfon  entering  the  houfe.  "  This,"  faid  Dryden,  "  is 
"  Tonfon.    You  will  take  care  not  to  depart  before  he  goes 
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u  away :  for  I  have  not  completed  the  fheet  which  I  pro* 
"  mifed  him  ;  and  if  you  leave  me  unprotected,  I  mud  fuffer 
"  all  the  rudenefs  to  which  his  refentment  can  prompt  his 
€t  tongue." 

What  rewards  he  obtained  for  his  poems,  hefides  the  pay- 
ment of  the  bookfeller,  cannot  be  known.  Mr.  Derrick, 
who  confulted  fome  of  his  relations,  wad  informed  that  his 
Fables  obtained  five  hundred  pounds  from  the  Dutchefs  of 
Ormond ;  a  prefent  not  unfuitable  to  the  magnificence  of  that 
fplendid  family ;  and  he  quotes  Moyle,  as  relating  that  forty 
pounds  were  paid  by  a  mufical  fociety  fcfr  the  ufe  of  Alex- 
ander's Feajl. 

In  thofe  days  the  oeconomy  of  government  was  yet  unfet- 
tied,  and  the  payments  of  the  Exchequer  were  dilatory  and 
uncertain ;  of  this  diforder  there  is  reafon  to  believe  that  the 
Laureat  fometimes  felt  the  effefts :  for,  in  one  of  his  Pre- 
faces,  he  complains  of  thofe,  who,  being  intruded  with  the 
Attribution  of  the  Prince's  bounty,  fuflFer  thofe  that  depeud 
upon  it  to  languifh  in  penury. 

Of  his  petty  habits  or  flight  amufements,  tradition  has  re* 
tamed  little.  Of  the  only  two  men  whom  I  have  found  to 
whom  he  was  perfonally  known,  one  told  me,  that  at  the 
boufe  which  he  frequented,  called  Will's  Coffee-houfe,  the 
appeal  upon  any  literary  difpute.  was  made  to  him ;  and  the 
other  related,  that  his  armed  chair,  which  in  the  winter  had  a 
fettled  and  prefcriptive  place  by  the  fire,  was  in  the  fummer 
placed  in  the  balcony,  and  that  he  called  the  two  places  his 
winter  and  his  fummer  feat.  This  is  all  the  intelligence 
which  his  two  furvivors  afforded  me. 

One  of  his  opinions  will  do  him  no  honour  in  the  prefent 
age,  though  in  his  own  time,  at  leaft  in  the  beginning  of  it,  he 
was  far  from  having  it  confined  to  himfelf.  He  put  great 
confidence  in  the  prognoflications  of  judicial  aftrology.  In 
the  Appendix  to  the  Life  of  Congreve  is  a  narrative  of  fome 
of  his  predictions  wonderfully  fulfilled ;  but  I  know  not  the 
writer's  means  of  information,  or  character  of  veracity.    That 
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be  had  the  configurations  of  the  horofcope  in  his  mind,  and 
confidered  them  as  influencing  the  affairs  of  men,  he  does  not 
forbear  to  hint 

The  utmoft  malice  of  the  (tars  is  paft.— 
Now  frequent  trines  the  happier  lights  among, 

And  high-raiid  Jove,  from  his  dark  prifon  freed, 
Thofe  weights  took  off  that  on  his  planet  hung, 

Will  gloriouOy  the  new-laid  works  fucceed* 

He  has  elfewhere  {hewn  his  attention  to  the  planetary 
powers :  and  in  the  preface  to  his  Fables  has  endeavoured 
obliquely  to  juftiry  his  fuperftition  by  attributing  the  fame  to 
fome  of  the  ancients.  The  latter,  added  to  this  narrative, 
leaves  no  doubt  of  his  notions  or  pra&ice. 

So  flight  and  fo  fcanty  is  the  knowledge  which  I  have  been 
able  to  colle&  concerning  the  private  life  and  domeftic  man- 
ners of  a  man  whom  every  Englifh  generation  rauft  mention 
with  reverence  as  a  critick  and  a  poet. 

DRYDEN  may  be  properly  confidered  as  the  father  of 
Englifh  criticifni,  as  the  writer  who  firft  taught  us  to  deter- 
mine  upon  principles  the  merit  of  compofition.  Of  our  for- 
mer poets,  the  greateft  dramatift  wrote  without  rules,  con- 
duced through  life  and  nature  by  a  genius  that  rarely  milled, 
and  rarely  deferted  him.  Of  the  reft,  thofe  who  knew  the 
laws  of  propriety  had  negle&ed  to  teach  them. 

Two  Art*  of  Englijh  Poetry  were  written  in  the  days  of 
Elizabeth  by  Webb  and  Puttenham,  from  which  fomething 
might  be  learned,  and  a  few  hints  had  been  given  by  Jonfon 
and  Cowley ;  but  Dryden's  Efjay  on  Dramatick  Poetry  was 
the  firft  regular  and  valuable  treatife  on  the  art  of  writing. 

He  who,  having  formed  his  opinions  in  the  prefent  age  of 
Englifh  literature,  turns  bade  to  perufe  this  dialogue,  will  not 
perhaps  find  much  increafe  of  knowledge,  or  much  novelty  of 
inftrudion;  but  he  is  to  remember  that  critical  principles 
were  then  in  the  hands  of  a  few,  who  had  gathered  them 
partly  from  the  ancients,  and  partly  from  the  Italians  and 
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French.  The  iiru&ure  of  dramatick  poems  was  then  not 
generally  underftood.  Audiences  applauded  by  inftinft;  and 
poets  perhaps -often  pleafed  by  chance. 

A  writer  who  obtains  his  full  purpofe  lofes  himfelf  in  his 
own  luftre.  Of  an  opinion  which  is  no  longer  doubted,  the 
evidence  ceafes  to  be  examined.  Of  an  art  univerfally  prao 
tifed,  the  firft  teacher  is  forgotten.  Learning  once  made  po- 
pular is  no  longer  learning ;  it  has  the  appearance  of  fome- 
thing  which  we  have  bellowed  upon  ourfelves,  as  the  dew 
appears  to  rife  from  the  field  which  it  refrefhes. 

To  judge  rightly  of  an  author,  we  muft  tranfport  ourfelves 
to  his  time,  and  examine  what  were  the  wants  of  his  content- 
porariesj  and  what  were  his  means  of  fupplying  them.  That 
which  is  eafy  at  one  time  was  difficult  at  another.  Dryden  at 
leaft  imported  his  fcience,  and  gave  his  country  what  it  wanted 
before;  or  rather,  he  imported  only  the  materials,  and  manu- 
factured them  by  his  own  flull. 

The  Dialogue  on  the  Drama  was  one  of  his  firft  efiays  of 
criticifin,  written  when  he  was  yet  a  timorous  candidate  for 
reputation,  and  therefore  laboured  with  that  diligence  which 
he  might  allow  himfelf  fomewhat  to  remit,  when  his  name 
gave  fan&ion  to  his  pofitions,  and  his  awe  of  the  publick  was 
abated,  partly  by  cuftora,  and  partly  by  fuccefe.  It  will  not 
be  eafy  to  find,  in  all  the  opulence  of  our  language,  a  treatife 
fo  artfully  variegated  with  fucceffive  repreientations  of  oppofite 
probabilities,  fo  enlivened  with  imagery,  fo  brightened  with 
illuftrations.  His  portraits  of  the  Engltfh  dramatifts  are 
wrought  with  great  fpirit  and  diligence.  The  account  of 
Shakfpeare  inay  fiand  as  a  perpetual  model  of  encomiaftick 
criticifm ;  exaft  without  minuteneis,  and  lofty  without  exag* 
geratioa.  The  praife  laviihed  by  Longinus,  on  the  attefta- 
tion  of  the  heroes  of  Marathon,  by  Demofthenes,  fades  away 
before  it.  In  a  few  lines  is  exhibited  a  character,  fo  extenfive 
in  its  comprehenfion,  and  fo  curious  in  its  limitations,  that 
nothing  can  be  added,  diminifhed,  or  reformed ;  nor  can  the 
editors  and  admirers  of  Shakfpeare,  in  all  their  emulation  of 
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reverence,  boaft  of  much  more  than  of  having  diflfufed  and 
paraphrased  this  epitome  of  excellence,  of  having  changed 
Dryden's  gold  for  bafer  metal,  of  lower  value,  though  of 
greater  bulk. 

In  this,  and  in  all  his  other  efiays  on  the  feme  fubjeft,  the 
criticifiu  of  Dryden  is  the  criticifm  of  a  poet ;  not  a  dull  col- 
lection of  theorems,  nor  a  rude  dete&ion  of  faults,  which 
perhaps  the  cenfor  was  not  able  to  have  committed ;  but  a 
gay  and  vigorous  diflertation,  where  delight  is  mingled  with 
mftru&ion,  and  where  the  author  proves  his  right  of  judg* 
ment  by  his  power  of  performance* 

The  different  manner  and  effe&  with  which  critical  know- 
ledge may  be  conveyed,  was  perhaps  never  more  clearly  ex* 
emphfied  than  in  die  performances  of  Rymer  and  Dryden. 
It  was  laid  of  a  difpute  between  two  mathematicians,  "  malim 

*  cum  Scaligero  errare,  quam  cum  Clavio  re&e*  Japere  ;* 
that  "  it  was  more  eligible  to  go  wrong  with  one,  than  right 

*  with  the  other."  *  A  tendency  of  the  fame  kind  every  mind 
muft  feel  at  the  perufal  of  Dryden's  prefaces  and  Rymer** 
difcourfes.  With  Dryden  we  are  wandering  in  queft  of 
Truth ;  whom  we  find,  if  we  find  her  at  all,  dreft  in  the  graces 
of  elegance;  and,  if  we  mifs  her,  the  labour  of  the  purfuit 
rewards  itfelf :  we  are  led  only  through  fragrance  and  flowers. 
Rymer,  without  taking  a  nearer,  takes  a  rougher  way ;  every 
ftep  is  to  be  made  through  thorns  and  brambles ;  and  Truth, 
if  we  meet  her,  appears  repulfive  by  her  mien,  and  ungraceful 
by  her  habit  Dryden's  criticifm  has  the  majefly  of  a  queen ; 
Rymer  s  has  the  ferocity  of  a  tyrant 

As  he  had  ftudied  with  great  diligence  the  art  of  Poetry, 
and  enlarged  or  reftified  his  notions,  by  experience  perpetu- 
ally increafing,  be  bad  his  mind  ftored  with  principles  and 
observations ;  he  poured  out  his  knowledge  with  little  labour; 
for  of  labour,  notwithftanding  the  multiplicity  of  his  produc- 
tions, there  is  fufficient  reafon  to  fiifpe&  that  be  was  not  a 
lover.  To  write  con  amore,  with  fondnefs  for  the  employ- 
ment, with  perpetual  touches  and  retouches,  with  unwilling- 
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ne&  to  take  leave  of  his  own  idea,  and  an  unwearied  purfttit  of 
unattainable  perfection,  was,  I  think,  no  part  of  his  cha- 
racter. 

His  criticifm  may  be  confidered  as  general  or  occasional* 
In  his  general  precepts,  which  depend  upon  the  nature  of 
things,  and  the  ftru&ure  of  the  human  mind,  he  may  doubtlefr 
be  fafely  recommended  to  the  confidence  of  the  reader ;  but 
his  occasional  and  particular  poiitions  were  fometimes  inte- 
refted,  fometimes  negligent,  and  fometimes  capricious.  It  b 
not  without  reafon  that  Trapp,  fpeaking  of  the  praifes  which 
he  beftows  on  Palamon  and  Arcite,  (ays,  "  Novimus  judicium 
"  Drydeni  de  poemate  quodam  Chauceri,  pulchro  lane  illo, 
"  &  admodum  laudando,  nimirum  quod  non  modo  vere  epi- 

*  cum  fit,  fed  Iliada  etiam  atque  JEneada  aequet,  imo  fuperet. 
u  Sed  novimus  eodem  tempore  viri  illius  maximi  non  femper 
"  accuratiffinaas  effe  cruras,  nee  ad  feveriffimam  entices 
"  normam  exa&as :  illo  judice  id  plerumque  optimum  eft, 

*  quod  nunc  pne  manibus  habet,  &  in  quo  nunc  occu- 
«  patur." 

He  is  therefore  by  no  means  conftant  to  himfelf.  Hfe  de- 
fence and  defertion  of  dramatick  rhyme  is  generally  known. 
£>pence,  in  his  remarks  on  Pope's  Odyffey,  produces  what  he 
ihinks  an  unconquerable  quotation  from  Dryden's  preface  to 
the  iEneid,  in  favour  of  tranflating  an  epic  poem  into  blank 
verfe;  but  he  forgets  that  when  his  author  attempted  the 
Iliad,  fome  years  afterwards,  he  departed  from  his  own  deci- 
sion, and  tranflated  into  rhyme. 

When  he  has  any  objection  to  obviate,  or  any  licence  to 
defend,  he  is  not  very  fcrupulous  about  what  he  afierts,  nor 
very  cautious,  if  the  prefent  purpofe  be  ferved,  not  to  entangle 
himfeli  in  his  own  fophiftries.  But,  when  all  arts  are  ex- 
haufted,  like  other  hunted  animals,  he  fometimes  ftands  at 
bay ;  when  he  cannot  difown  the  grofsnefe  of  one  of  his  plays, 
he  declares  that  he  knows  not  any  law  that  prefcribes  morality 
to  a  comick  poet. 
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Hk  remarks  on  ancient  or  modern  writers  are  not  always 
to  be  trailed.  His  parallel  of  the  verification  of  Ovid  wkh 
that  of  Claudian  has  been  very  juftly  cenfured  by  Sewel  *• 
His  comparifon  of  the  firft  line  of  VirgH  with  the  firft  of 
Statius  is  not  happier.  Virgil,  he  lays,  is  foft  and  gentle,  and 
would  have  thought  Statius  madj  if  he  had  heard  him  than- 
dering  out 

Quae  fuperimpofito  moles  geminata  coloflb. 

Statius  perhaps  heats  himfelf,  as  he  proceeds,  to  exagge- 
ration fomewhat  hyperbolical ;  but  undoubtedly  Virgil  would 
have  been  too  hafty,  if  he  had  condemned  him  to  ftraw  for 
one  founding  line.  Dryden  wanted  an  inftance,  and  the  firft 
that  occurred  was  impreft  into  the  fervice. 

What  he  wiibes  to  fay,  he  fays  at  hazard;  he  cited  Gor* 
buduc,  which  he  had  never  feen;  gives  a  fidfe  account  of 
Chapman's  verfification ;  and  difcovers,  in  the  preface  to  bis 
Fables,  that  he  tranflated  the  firft  book  of  the  Iliad  without 
knowing  what  was  in  the  fecond. 

It  will  be  difficult  to  prove  that  Dryden  ever  made  any  great 
advances  in  literature.  As  having  diftinguiflied  himfelf  at 
Weftminfter  under  the  tuition  of  Buiby,  who  advanced  his 
fcholars  to  a  height  of  knowledge  very  rarely  attained  ia 
grammar-fchools,  he  refided  afterwards  at  Cambridge;  it  is 
not  to  be  fuppofed,  that  his  £kill  in  the  ancient  languages  was 
deficient,  compared  with  that  of  common  ftudents ;  but  his 
fcholaftic  acquifitioDS  feem  not  proportionate  to  bis  opportu- 
nities and  abilities.  He  could  not,  like  Milton  or  Cowley, 
have  made  his  name  illuftrious  merely  by  his  learning.  He 
mentions  but  few  books,  and  thofe  fuch  as  he  in  the  beaten 
track  of  regular  ftudy ;  from  which  if  ever  he  departs,  he  is 
m  danger  of  lofing  himfelf  in  unknown  regions. 

In  his  Dialogue  on  the  Drama,  he  pronounces  with  great 
Confidence  that  the  Latin  tragedy  of  Medea  is  not  Ovid's, 

*  Prefect  to  Orid'i  Metamorphofes.    Dr.  J. 
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becaufe  it  is  not  fufficiently  interefting  and  pathetic.  He* 
might  have  determined  the  queftion  upon  furer  evidence ;  for 
it  is  quoted  by  Quintilian  as  the  work  of  Seneca ;  and  the  only 
line  which  remains  in  Ovid's  play,  for  one  line  is  left  us,  is 
not  there  to  be  found.  There  was  therefore  no  need  of  the 
gravity  of  conje&ure,  or  the  difcuffion  of  plot  or  fentiment,  to 
find  what  was  already  known  upon  higher  authority  than  fuch 
difcuffions  can  ever  reach. 

His  literature,  though  not  always  free  from  oftentation, 
will  be  commonly  found  either  obvious,  and  made  his  oven 
by  the  art  of  drefling  it ;  or  fuperficial,  which,  by  what  he 
gives,  (hews  what  he  wanted  ;  or  erroneous,  haftily  collected, 
and  negligently  fcattered. 

Yet  it  cannot  be  faid  that  his  genius  is  ever  unprovided  of 
matter,  or  that  his  fancy  languilhes  in  penury  of  ideas.  His 
works  abound  with  knowledge,  and  fparkle  with  illuftrations. 
There  is  fcarcely  any  fcience  or  faculty  that  does  not  fupply 
him  with  occafional  images  and  lucky  fimilitudes ;  every  page 
difcovers  a  mind  very  widely  acquainted  both  with  art  and 
nature,  and  in  full  poffeffion  of  great  ftores  of  intelleftual 
wealth.  Of  him  that  knows  much  it  is  natural  to  fuppofe 
that  he  has  read  with  diligence  :  yet  I  rather  believe  that  the 
knowledge  of  Dryden  was  gleaned  from  accidental  intell- 
igence and  various  converfation,  by  a  quick  apprehenfion,  a 
Judicious  feledion,  and  a  happy  memory ;  a  keen  appetite  of 
knowledge,  and  a  powerful  digeftion;  by  vigilance  that  per- 
mitted nothing  to  pais  without  notice,  and  a  habit  of  reflec- 
tion that  fuffered  nothing  ufeful  to  be  loft.  A  mind  like 
.  Dryden's,  always  curious,  always  a£tive,  to  which  every  un- 
derftanding  was  proud  to  be  affociated,  and  of  which  every 
one  folicited  the  regard,  by  an  ambitious  difplay  of  himfelf, 
had  a  more  pleafant,  perhaps  a  nearer  way  to  knowledge  than 
by  the  filent  progrefc  of  folitary  reading.  I  do  not  fijppofe 
that  he  defpifed  books,  or  intentionally  negle&ed  them ;  but 
that  he  was  carried  out,  by  the  impetuofity  of  bis  genius,  to 
more  vivid  and  fpeedy  inftru&ors ;  and  that  his  ftudies  were 
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father  defultoiy  and  fortuitous  than  conftant  and  fyftema- 
tical. 

It  muil  be  confefled  that  he  fcarcely  ever  appears  to  want 
book-learning  but  when  he  mentions  books;  and  to  him  may 
be  transferred  the  praife  which  he  gives  his  matter  Charles: 

His  conversation*  wit>  and  parts, 
His  knowledge  in  the  nobleft  ufeful  arts, 

Were  fuch,  dead  authors  could  not  give. 

But  habitudes  of  thofe  that  live : 
Who,  lighting  him,  did  greater  lights  receive; 

He  drain'd  from  all,  and  all  they  knew, 
His  apprehenfions  quick,  his  judgement  true ; 

That  the  mod  learn'd  with  fhame  confefe, 
His  knowledge  more,  his  reading  only  lefs. 

Of  all  this,  however,  if  the  proof  be  demanded,  I  will  not 
overtake  to  give  it :  the  atoms  of  probability,  of  which  my 
opinion  has  been  formed,  lie  fcattered  over  all  his  works;  and 
by  him  who  thinks  the  queftbn  worth  his  notice,  his  works 
nuft  be  perafed  with  very  clofe  attention. 

Crhicifm,  either  dida&ick  or  defenfive,  occupies  almoft  all 
Us  profe,  except  thofe  pages  which  he  has  devoted  to  his 
patrons ;  bat  none  of  his  prefaces  were  ever  thought  tedious. 
They  have  not  the  formality  of  a  fettled  ftyle,  in  which  the 
fcft  half  of  the  fentence  betrays  the  other.  The  claufes  are 
never  balanced,  nor  the  periods  modelled :  every  word  feems 
to  drop  by  chance,  though  it  falls  into  its  proper  place.  No- 
thkg  is  cold  or  languid :  the  whole  is  airy,  animated,  and 
vigorous ;  what  is  little,  is  gay ;  what  is  great,  is  fplendid. 
He  may  be  thought  to  mention  himfelf  too  frequently ;  but, 

r  efteem,  we  cannot  refufe  him 
ry  thing  is  excufed  by  the  play 
of  expreffion.  Though  all  is 
all  feems  carelefs,  there  is  no* 
his  earlier  works  more  thaa 
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*  century  bis  pitied ,  they  have  nothing  yet  uncouth  or  obfo* 
lete. 

He  who  writes  much  will  not  eafily  efctpe  a  manner,  fucb 
a  recurrence  of  particular  mode*  as  may  be  eafily  noted. 
Dryden  is  always  another  and  the  fame ;  he  does  not  exhibit 
a  fecond  time  the  fiune  elegances  in  the  feme  farm,  nor  ap- 
pears to  have  any  art  other  than' that  of  expreffing  with  clear- 
ness what  he  thinks  with  vigour.  His  ftyle  coold  not  eafily  be 
imitated,  either  ferioufly  or  ludicroufly ;  for,  being  always 
equable  and  always  varied,  it  has  no  prominent  or  difcrimi- 
fcative  chara&ers.  The  beauty  who  is  totally  free  from  dis- 
proportion of  parts  and  features  cannot  be  ridiculed  by  an 
overcharged  refemblance. 

From  his  profe,  however,  Dryden  derives  only  his  acci- 
dental and  fecondary  praife ;  the  veneration  with  which  hi* 
Ofcme  is  pronounced  by  every  cultivator  of  Eogltih  literature, 
is  paid  to  him  as  he  refined  the  language,  unproved  the  fen-" 
timente,  and  tuned  the  numbers,  of  Englifli  Poetry, 

After  about  half  a  century  of  forced  thoughts,  and  nigged 
metre,  fome  advances  towards  nature  and  harmony  had  been 
already  made  by  Waller  and  Denham ;  they  had  (hewn  that 
long  difcourfes  in  rhyme  grew  more  pleafing  when  they  were 
broken  into  couplets,  and  that  verfe  confified  not  only  in  the 
number  but  the  arrangement  of  fyllables. 

But  though  they  did  much,  who  can  deny  that  they  left 
much  to  do?  Their  works  were  not  many,  nor  were  their 
minds  of  very  ample  comprehension.  More  examples  of 
more  modes  of  compofition  were  neceflary  for  the  eftabtiflt- 
uient  of  regularity,  and  the  introdu&ion  of  propriety  in  word 
and  thought 

Every  language  of  a  learned  nation  neceflarily  divides  itfelf 
into  di&ion  fcholaftick  and  popular,  grave  and  familiar,  ele- 
.  gant  and  grofe :  and  from  a  nice  diftin&ion  of  thefe  different 
parts  arifes  a  great  part  of  the  beauty  of  ftyle.  But,  if  we 
except  a  few  minds,  the  favourites  of  nature,  to  whom  their 
own  original  re&itude  was  in  the  place  of  rules,  this  delicacy 
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*f  fele&ion  was  little  known  to  our  authors;  our  fpeech  lay 
before  them  in  a  heap  of  confufion }  and  every  man  look  for 
every  pturpofe  what  chance  might  offer  him. 

There  was  therefore  before  the  time  of  Dryden  no  poetical 
di&km,  nofyftem  of  words  at  once  refined  from  the  groffnefe 
of  dpmeftick  ufe,  and  free  from  the  harihnefe  of  terms  appro- 
priated to  particular  arts.  Words  too  familiar,  or  too  re- 
anote,  defeat  the  purpofe  of  a  poet*  From  thofe  founds 
which  we  hear  .on  finall  or  cm  coarfe  occafiens,  we  do  not 
eafily receive  ftaong  impreffions,  or  delightful  images;  and 
words  to  which  we  are  nearly  ftrangers,  whenever  they  occur, 
draw  that  attention  on  themfelves  which  they  fliould  tranf-  ' 
mk  to  things. 

Thofe  happy  combinations  of  words  which  dfliinguifli 
poetry  from  profe  had  been  rarely  attempted :  we  had  few 
elegances  or  flowers  of  fpeech ;  the  rofes  had  not  yet  been 
plucked  from  the  bramble,  or  different  colours  had  not  been 
joined  to  enliven  one  another. 

It  may  be  doubted  whether  Waller  and  Denham  could 
have  over-borne  the  prejudices  whkh  had  long  prevailed, 
and  which  even  then  were  {bettered  by  the  protection  of  Cow- 
ley. The  new  verification,  as  it  is  called,  may  be  confider- 
ed.aa  owing  its  eftablifliment  to  Dryden ;  from  whofe  time  it 
is  apparent  that  Englilh  poetry  has  had  no  tendency  to  re* 
kpfe  to  its  former  (avagenefs. 

The  affluence  and  comprehenfion  of  our  language  is  veiy 
illuftrioufly  difplayed  in  our  poetical  translations  of  Ancient 
Writers;  a  work  which  the  French  feem  to  reliuquifli  in  de- 
ipair,  and  which  we  were  long  unable  to  perform  with  dexte- 
rity. Ben  Jonfon  thought  it  necefiary  to  copy  Horace  altnoft 
word  by  word ;  Feltham,  his  contemporary  and  adverfery, 
confidars  it  as  indifpenfebly  requisite  in  a  tranflatioa  to  give 
line  for  line.  It  is  faid  that  Sandys,  whom  Dryden  calls  the 
baft  verfifier  of  the  laft  age,  has  ftruggled  hard  to  comprife 
every  book  of  the  Englifli  Metamorphofes  in  the  fame  num- 
ber jof  verfes  with  the  original.    Holyday  had  nothing  in  view 
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but  to  (hew  that  he  underftood  his  author,  with  fo  little  re- 
gard to  the  grandeur  of  his  diftion,  or  the  volubility  of  his 
numbers,  that  his  metres  can  hardly  be  called  verfes;  they 
cannot  be  read  without  relu&ance,  nor  will  the  labour  always 
be  rewarded  by  underftanding  them.  Cowley  few  that  fuch 
copyers  were  a  fervile  race;  he  afferted  his  liberty,  and 
fpread  his  wings  fo  boldly  that  he  left  his  authors.  It  was  re- 
ferved  for  Dryden  to  fix  the  limits  of  poetical  liberty,  and 
give  us  juft  rules  and  examples  of  translation. 

When  languages  are  formed  upon  different  principles,  it  is 
impoffible  that  the  fame  modes  of  expreifion  mould  always  be 
elegant  in  both.  While  they  run  on  together,  the  dofeft 
tranflation  may  be  confidered  as  the  bed ;  but  when  they  di- 
varicate, each  muft  take  its  natural  conrfe.  Where  conre- 
fpondence  cannot  be  obtained,  it  is  neceffary  to  be  content 
with  fomething  equivalent  u  Tranflation  therefore,"  fays 
Dryden,  €€  is  not  fo  loofe  as  paraphrafe,  nor  fo  clofe  as  me* 
taphrafe." 

All  polUhed  languages  have  different  ftyles ;  the  concife, 
the  diffufe,  the  lofty,  and  the  humble.  In  the  proper  choice 
of  ftyle  confifts  the  refemblance  which  Dryden  principally  ex* 
acts  from  the  tranflator.  He  is  to  exhibit  his  author's 
thoughts  in  fuch  a  drefs  of  di&ion  as  the  author  would  have 
given  them,  had  his  language  been  Englifli:  rugged  magnifi- 
cence is  not  to  be  foftened ;  hyperbolical  oftentation  is  not  to 
be  repreffed;  nor  fententious  affectation  to  have  its  point 
blunted.  A  tranflator  is  to  be  like  his  author;  it  is  not  his 
bufinefs  to  excel  him. 

The  reafonablenefe  of  thefe  rules  feems  fufiicient  for  their 
vindication ;  and  the  effects  produced  by  obferving  them  were 
fo  happy,  that  I  know  not  whether  they  were  ever  oppofed 
but  by  Sir  Edward  Sherburne,  a  man  whofe  learning  waa 
greater  than  his  powers  of  poetry,  and  who,  being  better 
qualified  to  give  the  meaning  than  the  fpirit  of  Seneca,  ha* 
introduced  his  verfion  of  three  tragedies  by  a  defence  of  clofe 
tranflation.    The  authority  of  Horace,  which  the  new  tranf- 
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lators  cited  in  defence  of  their  pra&ice,  he  has,  by  a  judicious 
explanation,  taken  fairly  from  them ;  but  reafon  wants  not 
Horace  to  fupport  it. 

It  feldom  happens  that  all  the  necefiary  caufes  concur  to 
any  great  effeft  :  will  is  wanting  to  power,  or  power  to  will, 
or  both  are  impeded  by  external  obftru&ions.  The  exigen- 
cies in  which  Dryden  was  condemned  to  pafs  his  life  are  rea- 
fbnably  fuppofed  to  have  blafted  his  genius,  to  have  driven 
out  his  works  in  a  ftate  of  immaturity,  and  to  have  intercepted 
the  full-blown  elegance  which  longer  growth  would  have  fup- 
plied. 

Poverty,  like  other  rigid  powers*  is  fometimes  too  haftily 
accufed*  If  the  excellence  of  DrytiWs  works  was  leffened 
by  his  indigence,  their  number  was  increafed ;  and  I  know 
not  how  it  will  be  proved,  that  if  he  had  written  lefs  he  would 
have  written  better;  or  that  indeed  he  would  have  undergone 
the  toil  of  an  author,  if  he  had  not  been  folicited  by  fome* 
thing  more  prefling  than  the  love  of  praife. 

But,  as  is  faid  by  his  Sebaftian, 

What  had  been,  is  unknown;  what  is,  appears. 

We  know  that  Dryden's  feveral  produ&ions  were  fo  many 
fucceffive  expedients  for  his  fupport;  his  plays  were  there- 
fore often  borrowed;  and  his  poems  were  almoft  all  occa- 
fional. 

In  an  occafional  performance  no  height  of  excellence  can 
be  expeded  from  any  mind,  however  fertile  in  itfelf,  and 
however  ftored  with  acquifitions.  He  whofe  work  is  general 
and  arbitrary  has  the  choice  of  his  matter,  and  takes  that 
which  his  inclination  and  his  ftudies  have  beft  qualified  him 
to  difplay  and  decorate.  He  is  at  liberty  to  delay  his  publica- 
tion till  he  has  (atisfied  his  friends  and  himfelf,  till  he  has  re- 
formed his  firft  thoughts  by  fubfequent  examination,  and  po- 
lifhed  away  thofe  faults  which  the  precipitance  of  ardent  com- 
position is  likely  to  leave  behind  it    Virgil  is  related  to  have 
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poured  out  a  great  number  of  lines  in  the  morning,  and  to 
have  paffed  the  day  in  reducing  them  to  fewer. 

The  occafional  poet  is  circumfcribed  by  the  narrownefe  of 
His  fubjeft.  Whatever  can  happen  to  man  has  happened  fo 
often  that  little  remains  for  fancy  or  invention.  We  have 
been  all  born ;  we  have  moft  of  us  been  married ;  and  fo 
many  have  died  before  us,  that  our  deaths  can  fupply  but  few 
materials  for  a  poet.  In  the  fate  of  Princes  the  publick  has 
an  intereft ;  and  what  happens  to  them  of  good  or  evil,  the 
poets  have  always  confidered  as  bufinefs  for  the  Mufe*  But 
after  fo  many  inauguratory  gratulations,  nuptial  hymns,  and 
funeral  dirges,  he  muft  be  highly  favoured  by  nature,  or  by 
fortune,  who  fays  any  thing  not  faid  before.  Even  *ar  and 
conqueflt,  however  fplendid,  fuggeft  no  new  images ;  the  tri- 
umphant chariot  of  a  viftorious  monarch  can  be  decked  only 
with  thofe  ornaments  that  have  graced  his  prcdeceffors. 

Not  only  matter  but  time  is  wanting.  The  poem  muft  not 
be  delayed  till  the  occafion  is  forgotten.  The  lucky  mo- 
ments of  animated  imagination  cannot  be  attended ;  elegances 
and  illuftrations  cannot  be  multiplied  by  gradual  accumula- 
tion ;  the  compofition  muft  be  difpatched,  while  conversation 
is  yet  bufy,  arid  admiration  freih ;  and  hafte  is  to  be  made, 
left  fome  other  event  (hould  lay  hold  upon  mankind. 

Occafional  competitions  may  however  fecure  to  a  writer  the 
praife  both  of  learning  and  facility ;  for  they  cannot  be  the 
effeft  of  long  ftudy,  and  muft  be  furnifhed  immediately  from 
the  treasures  of  the  mind. 

The  death  of  Cromwell  was  the  firft  publick  event  which 
called  forth  Dryden's  poetical  powers*  His  heroick  ftanzas 
have  beauties  and  defefib  ;  the  thoughts  are  vigorous,  and, 
though  not  always  proper,  fhew  a  mind  replete  with  ideas ; 
die  numbers  are  finooth ;  and  the  di&ion,  if  not  altogether 
correft,  is  elegant  and  eafy. 

Davenant  was  perhaps  at  this  time  his  favourite  author, 
though  Gondibert  never  appears  to  have  been  popular;  and 
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from  Davenant  he  learned  to  pleaie  his  ear  with  the,  ftaaaa  of 
four  lines  alternately  rhymed. 

Dryden  very  early  formed  his  verification  ;  there  are  in 
this  early  produ&ion  no  traces  of  Donne's  or  Jonfon's  rug. 
gednefs ;  but  he  did  not  fo  foon  free  hi*  mind  from  the  ambi- 
tion of  forced  conceits.  In  his  verfes  on  the  Restoration,  he 
lays  of  the  Bang's  exile, 

He,  tofe'd  by  Fate- 
Could  tafte  no  fweets  of  youth's  denYd  age, 
But  found  his  life  too  true  a  pilgrimage. 

And  afterwards,  to  ihew  bow  virtue  and  wtfidom  are  mcrcafed 
by  adverfity,  he  makes  this  remark: 

Well  might  the  antient  poets  then  confer 
On  Night  the  honoured  name  of  couufcllor. 
Since,  ftrutk  with  rays  of  profperous  fortune  blind, 
We  light  alone  in  dark  affii&ons  find* 

His  praife  of  Monk's  dexterity  comprifes  fuch  a  clufter  of 
thoughts  unallied  to  one  another,  as  will  not  elfewhere  be 
eafily  found : 

Twat  Monk,  whom  Providence  defign'd  to  loofe 
Thofe  real  bonds  falfe  freedom  did  impofe. 
The  blefled  faints  that  watch'd  this  turning  fcene 
Did  from  their  ftars  with  joyful  wonder  lean, 
To  fee  fmall  clues  draw  vafteft  weights  along, 
Not  in  their  bulk,  but  in  their  order  ftroag. 
Thus  pencils  can  by  one  (light  touch  reftore 
Smiles  to  that  changed  face  that  wept  before. 
With  eafe  fuch  fond  chimeras  we  purfue, 
As  fancy  frames,  for  fancy  to  fubdue : 
But,  when  ourfclves  to  adion  we  betake, 
Jt  fhuns  the  mint  like  gold  that  chemifts  make* 
flow  hard  was  then  his  taflc,  at  once  to  be 
What  in  the  body  natural  we  fee ! 
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Man's  Architect  diftindly  did  ordain 

The  charge  of  raufcles,  nerves,  aud  of  the  brain, 

Through  viewlefe  conduits  fpirits  to  difpenfe 

The  fprings  of  motion  from  the  feat  of  fenfe ; 

Twas  not  the  hafty  prod  u d  of  a  day, 

But  the  well-ripen'd  fruit  of  wife  delay. 

He,  like  a  patient  angler,  ere  he  ftrook, 

Would  let  them  play  awhile  upon  the  hook. 

Our  healthful  food  the  ftomach  labours  thus, 

At  firft  embracing  what  it  ftrait  doth  crufiu 

Wife  leaches  will  not  vain  receipts  obtrude, 

While  growing  paics  pronounce  the  humours  crude  J 

Peaf  tp  complaints,  they  wait  upon  the  ill, 

Till  fome  fafe  crifis  authorize  their  (kill. 

He  had  not  yet  learned,  indeed  he  never  learned  well,  to 
forbear  the  improper  ufe  of  mythology.  After  having  re* 
warded  the  Heathen  deities  for  their  care, 

With  Alga  who  the  facred  altar  Grows  ? 
To  all  the  fea-gods  Charles  an  offering  owes ; 
A  bull  to  thee,  Portunus,  (hall  be  flain ; 
A  ram  to  you,  ye  Tempefts  of  the  Main. 

He  tells,  us  in  the  language  of  Religion, 

Prayer  Aorm'd  the  ikies,  and  ravifiYd  Charles  from  thence, 
As  Heaven  itfelf  is  took  by  violence. 

And  afterwards  mentions  one  of  the  moft  awful  paflagea  of 
Sacred  Hiftory. 

Other  conceits  there  are  too  curious  to  be  quite  omitted  ; 
as, 

For  by  example  moft  we  finn'd  before, 

And,  glafs-like,  clearness  mix'd  with  frailty  bore, 

How  far  he  was  yet  from  thinking  it  neceflary  to  found  his 
fentiments  on  native,  appear?  from  the  extravagance  of  h^a 
fi&iops  and  hyperboles ; 
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The  winds  that  never  moderation  knew, 
Afraid  to  blow  too  much,  too  faintly  blew ; 
Or,  out  of  breath  with  joy,  could  not  enlarge 
Their  iiraiten'd  lungs. — 
It  is  no  longer  motion  cheats  your  view ; 
As  you  meet  it,  the  land  approacheth  you ; 
The  land  returns,  and  in  the  white  it  wears, 
The  marks  of  penitence,  and  forrow  bears* 

I  know  not  whether  this  fancy,  however  little  be  its  value, 
was  not  borrowed.  A  French  poet  read  to  Malherbe  fome 
verfes,  in  which  he  reprefents  France  as  moving  out  of  its 
place  to  receive  the  king.  "  Though  this,"  faid  Malherbe, 
"  was  in  my  time,  I  do  not  remember  it." 

His  poem  on  the  Coronation  has  a  more  even  tenor  of 
thought*     Some  lines  deferve  to  be  quoted* 

You  have  already  quench'd  fedit ion's  brand ; 
And  zeal,  that  burnt  it,  only  warms  the  land ; 
The  jealous  feds  that  durft  not  trull  their  caufe, 
So  far  from  their  own  will  as  to  the  laws, 
Him  for  their  umpire  and  their  fynod  take, 
And  their  appeal  alone  to  Caefar  make. 

Here  may  be  found  one  particle  of  that  old  verfification, 
of  which,  I  believe,  in  all  his  works,  there  is  not  another : 

Nor  is  it  duty,  or  our  hope  alone, 
Creates  that  joy,  but  (M  fruition. 

In  the  verfes  to  the  Lord  Chancellor  Clarendon,  two  years 
afterwards,  is  a  conceit  fo  hopelefs  at  the  firft  view,  that  few 
would  have  attempted  it ;  and  fo  fuccefsfully  laboured,  that 
though  at  laft  it  gives  the  reader  more  perplexity  than  plea- 
fure,  and  feems  hardly  worth  the  ftudy  that  it  cofts,  yet  it 
muft  be  valued  as  a  proof  of  a  mind  at  once  fubtle  and  corn- 
prehenfive ; 

In  open  proved  nothing  bounds  our  eye, 
VntU  the  earth  feems  joinM  unto  the  iky ; 
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So  in  this  hemifphere  our  utmoft  view 
Is  only  bounded  by  our  king  and  you : 
Our  fight  is  limited  where  you  are  join'd, 
And  beyond  that  no  farther  Heaven  can  find* 
So  well  your  virtues  do  with  his  agree. 
That  though  your  orbs  of  different  greatnefe  be, 
Yet  both  are  for  each  other's  ufe  difpos'd, 
His  to  enclofe,  and  yours  to  be  enclosed. 
Nor  could  another  in  your  room  have  been, 
Except  an  emptinefs  had  come  between. 

The  comparifon  of  the  Chancellor  to  the  Indies  leaves  all 
refemblance  too  far  behind  it : 

And  as  the  Indies  were  not  found  before 
Thofe  rich  perfumes  which  from  the  happy  (bore 
The  winds  upon  their  balmy  wings  conveyM, 
Whofe  guilty  fweetncfs  firft  their  world  betray'd  r 
So  by  your  counfels  we  are  brought  to  view 
A  new  and  undifcover'd  world  in  you. 

There  is  another  comparifon,  for  there  is  little  eHe  in  the 
poem,  of  which,  though  perhaps  it  cannot  be  explained  into 
plain  profaick  meaning,  the  mind  perceives  enough  to  be  de* 
lighted,  and  readily  forgives  its  obfcurity,  for  its  magnificence ; 

How  ftraugely  afti  vc  are  the  arts  of  peace, 

Whofe  reftlcfs  motions  lefs  than  wars  do  ceafe  ! 

Peace  is  not  freed  from  labour,  but  from  noife ; 

And  war  more  force,  but  not  more  pains  employs* 

Such  is  the  mighty  fwiftnefs  of  your  mind, 

Tli at,  like  the  Earth's,  it  leaves  our  fenfe  behind ; 

While  you  fo  fmoothly  turn  and  roll  our  fphere, 

That  rapid  motion  does  but  reft  appear. 

For  as  in  nature's  fwiftnefs,  with  the  throng 

Of  flying  orbs  while  ours  is  borne  along, 

All  feems  at  reft  to  the  deluded  eye, 

Mov'd  by  the  foul  of  the  fame  harmony: 

So,  carr/d  on  by  your  unwearied  care* 

We  reft  in  peace,  and  yet  in  motion  mare* 
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To  this  fucceed  fotir  lines,  which  perhaps  afford  Drydenfs 
firft  afttempt  at  thofe  penetrating  remarks  on  human  nature, 
for  which  be  feenter  to  have  been  peculiarly  formed : 

Let  envy  then  thofe  crimes  within  you  fee, 
From  which  the  happy  never  muft  be  free ; 
Envy,  that  does  with  mifery  refide, 
The  joy  and  the  revenge  of  ruin'd  pride. 

Into  this  poem  he  feems  to  have  rollefted  all  his  powers ; 
and  after  this  he  did  not  often  bring  upon  his  anvil  fiich  ftub- 
born  and  unmalteable  thoughts ;  but,  as  a  fpecimen  of  his 
abilities  to  unite  the  moft  unfociable  matter,  he  has  concln* 
ded  with  lines  of  which  I  think  not  myfelf  obliged  to  tell  the 
meaning. 

Yet  unimpair'd  with  labours,  or  with  time, 
Your  age  but  feems  to  a  new  youth  to  climb. 
Thus  heavenly  bodies  do  our  time  beget, 
And  raeafure  change,  but  (hare  no  part  of  U : 
And  ftill  it  (hall  without  a  weight  increafe, 
like  this  new  year,  whofe  motions  never  ceafe. 
For  Once  the  glorious  courfe  you  have  begun 
Is  led  by  Charles,  as  that  is  by  the  fun, 
It  muft  both  weightlefs  and  immortal  prove, 
Becanfe  the  centre  of  it  is  above. 

In  thfe  Annus  Mirdbilis  he  returned  to  the  quatrain,  which 
from  that  time  he  totally  quitted,  perhaps  from  experience  of 
its  inconvenience,  for  he  complains  of  its  difficulty.  This  is 
one  of  his  greateft  attempts.  He  had  fubje&s  equal  to  his 
abilities,  a  great  naval  war,  and  the  Fire  of  London.  Bat- 
tles have  always  been  defcribed  in  heroick  poetry ;  but  a  fea- 
fight  and  artillery  had  yet  fomething  of  novelty.  New  arts 
.  are  long  in  the  world  before  poets  deicribe  them ;  for  they 
borrow  every  thing  from  their  predeceffors,  and  commonly 
derive  very  little  from  nature  or  from  life.  Boileau  was  the 
firft  French  writer  that  had  ever  hazarded  in  verfe  the  men* 
tion  of  modem  war,  or  the  effe&s  of  gunpowder.    We,  who 
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are  lefs  afraid  of  novelty,  had  already  pofleffion  of  tbofo 
dreadful  images.  Waller  had  defcribed  a  fea-fight.  Milton 
had  not  yet  transferred  the  invention  of  fire-arms  to  the  rebel* 
lious  angels. 

This  poem  is  written  with  great  diligence,  yet  does  not 
fully  anfwer  the  expectation  raifed  by  fuch  fubjects  and  fuch  a 
writer.  With  the  ftanza  of  Davenant  he  has  fometinies  his 
vein  of  parenthefis,  and  incidental  difquifition,  and  flops  hia 
narrative  for  a  wife  remark. 

The  general  fault  is,  that  he  affords  more  fentiment  than 
defcription,  and  does  not  fo  much  imprefs  fcenes  upon  the 
fancy,  as  deduce  confequences  and  make  comparifons. 

The  initial  ftanzas  have  rather  too  much  refemblance  to  the 
firft  lines  of  Waller's  poem  on  the  war  with  Spain ;  perhaps 
fuch  a  beginning  is  natural,  and  could  not  be  avoided  without 
affectation.  Both  Waller  and  Dryden  might  take  their  hint 
from  the  poem  on  the  civil  war  of  Rome,  t%  Orbem  jam  to- 
«  turn,"  &c. 

Of  the  King  collecting  his  navy,  he  fays, 

It  fcems,  as  every  fhip  their  fovereign  knows, 

His  awful  fummons  they  fo  foon  obey : 
So  hear  the  fcaly  herds  when  Proteus  blows, 

And  fo  to  pafhire  follow  through  the  fea. 

It  would  not  be  hard  to  believe  that  Dryden  had  written 
the  two  firft  lines  feriously,  and  that  fome  wag  had  added  the 
two  latter  in  burlefque.  Who  would  expect  the  lines  that 
immediately  follow,  which  are  indeed  perhaps  indecently  hy- 
perbolical, but  certainly  in  a  mode  totally  different  i 

To  fee  this  fleet  upon  the  ocean  move, 

Angels  drew  wide  the  curtains  of  the  ikies  ; 

And  Heaven,  as  if  there  wanted  lights  above, 
For  tapers  made  two  glaring  comets  rife. 

The  defcription  of  the  attempt  at  Bergen  will  afford  a  very 
complete  fpecimen  of  the  descriptions  in  this  poem : 
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And  now  approached  their  fleet  from  India,  fraught 

With  all  the  riches  of  the  rifing  fun : 
And  precious  fand  from  Southern  climates  brought, 

The  fatal  regions  where  the  war  begun. 

Like  hunted  caftors,  confcious  of  their  ftore, 
Their  way-laid  wealth  to  Norway's  coaft  they  bring  : 

Then  firft  the  North's  cold  bofom  fpices  bore, 
And  wintei  brooded  on  the  Eaftern  fpring. 

By  the  rich  fcent  we  found  our  perfunTd  prey, 
Which,  flank'd  with  rocks,  did  clofe  in  covert  lie; 

And  round  about  their  murdering  cannon  lay, 
At  once  to  threaten  and  invite  the  eye. 

Fiercer  than  cannon,  and  than  rocks  more  hard, 

The  Engl i ih  undertake  th'  unequal  war  : 
Seven  mips  alone,  by  which  the  port  is  barr'd, 

Befiege  the  Indies,  and  all  Denmark  dare. 

Tbefe  fight  like  hu (bands,  but  like  lovers  thofe : 
Thefe  fain  would  keep,  and  thofe  more  fain  enjoy : 

And  to  fuch  height  their  frantick  paflion  grows, 
That  what  both  love  both  hazard  to  deftroy : 

Amid  ft  whole  heaps  of  fpices  lights  a  ball, 
And  now  their  odours  arm'd  againft  them  fly; 

Some  precioufly  by  fhatter'd  porcelain  fall, 
And  fome  by  aromatick  fplinters  die : 

^nd  though,  by  tempefts  of  the  prize  bereft, 
In  Heaven's  inclemency  fome  eafe  we  find  : 

Our  foes  we  vanquifh'd  by  our  valour  left, 
And  only  yielded  to  the  feas  and  wind. 

In  this  manner  is  the  fublime  too  often  mingled  with  the 
ridiculous.  The  Dutch  feek  a  (belter  for  a  wealthy  fleet : 
this  furely  needed  no  illuftration ;  yet  they  muft  fly,  not  like 
•11  the  reft  of  mankind  on  the  fame  occafion,  but "  like  hunt* 
ed  caftors  f  and   they  might  with  ftrift  propriety  be  hunted 
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for  we  winded  them  by  our  nofes— their  perfumtt  betrayed 
them.  The  Hujband  and  the  Lover,  though  of  more  dig- 
nity than  the  caftor,  are  images  too  domeftick  to  mingle  pro* 
perly  with  the  horrors  of  war.  The  two  quatrains  that  follow 
are  worthy  of  the  author. 

The  account  of  the  different  fenfations  with  which  the  two 
fleets  retired,  when  the  night  parted  them.,  is  one  of  the  fair- 
eft  flowers  of  EnglHh  poetry  : 

The  night  comes  on,  we  eager  to  purfue 

The  combat  (till,  and  (hey  afham'd  to  leave ; 

Till  the  laft  (treaks  of  dying  day  withdrew, 

And  doubtful  moon-light  did  our  ra^e  deceive. 

In  th'  Englifli  fleet  each  (hip  refounds  with  joy, 
And  loud  applaufe  of  their  great  leader's  fame ; 

In  fiery  dreams  the  Dutch  they  ftill  deftroy, 
And,  numbering,  fmile  at  the  imagined  flame* 

Mot  fo  the  Holland  fleet,  who,  tir'd  and  done, 
Stretch'd  on  their  decks,  like  weary  oxen  lie; 

Faint  fwcats  all  down  their  mighty  members  run, 
(Vaft  hulks,  which  little  fouls  but  ill  fupply). 

In  dreams  they  fearful  precipices  tread, 
Or,  fhipwreck'd,  labour  to  fome  diftant  more ; 

Or,  in  dark  churches,  walk  among  the  dead; 
They  wake  with  horror,  and  dare  deep  no  more* 

It  is  a  general  rule  in  poetry,  that  all  appropriated  terms  of 
art  fhould  be  funk  in  general  expreflions,  becaufe  poetry  is 
to  fpeak  an  univerfal  language.  This  rule  is  ftill  ftronger 
with  regard  to  arts  not  liberal,  or  confined  to  few,  and  there* 
fore  far  removed  from  common  knowledge ;  and  of  this  kind, 
certainly,  is  technical  navigation.  Yet  Dryden  was  of  opi- 
nion, that  a  fea-fight  ought  to  be  defcribed  in  the  nautical 
language;  "and  certainly,"  fays  he,  u  as  thofe,  who  in  a 
"  logical  difputation  keep  to  general  terms,  would  hide  a  fal- 
"  lacy,  fo  thofe  who  do  it  in  poetical  description  would  veil 
"  their  ignorance." 
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Let  us  then  appeal  to  experience ;  for  by  experience  at  laft 
we  learn  as  well  what  will  pleafe  as  what  will  profit.  In  the 
battle  his  terms  fisem  to  have  been  blown  away ;  but  he  deals 
them  liberally  in  the  dock : 

So  here  Come  pick  oat  bullets  from  the  fide. 
Some  drive  old  ohm  thro9  each  /earn  and  rift : 

Their  left-hand  does  the  calking-iron  guide, 
The  rattliag  malkt  with  the  right  they  lift. 

With  boiling  pitch  another  near  at  hand 

(From  friendly  Sweden  brought)  the /earns  in-Jlops; 

Which,  well  laid  o'er,  the  falt-fea  waves  with  (land, 
And  (hake  them  from  the  riling  beak  in  drops. 

Some  the  gaWd  ropes  with  dawby  marling  bind, 
Or  fear-cloth  mafts  with  ftrong  tarpawHng  coats ; 

To  try  nevrjhrouds  one  mounts  into  the  wind, 
And  one  below  their  eafe  or  ftiffnefe  notes. 

I  foppofe  there  is  not  erne  term  which  every  reader  does 
not  wiih  away. 

His  digreffion  to  the  original  and  progrefe  of  navigation, 
with  his  profpeft  of  the  advancement  which  it  ihall  receive 
from  die  Royal  Society,  then  newly  instituted,  may  be  con- 
fidered  as  an  example  feldom  equalled  of  feafonable  excurfion 
and  artful  return. 

One  line,  however,  leaves  me  discontented;  he  fitys,  that, 
by  the  help  of  the  philofophers, 

Inftru&ed  (hips  fliall  fail  to  quick  commerce, 
By  which  remoteft  regions  are  allied.— 

Which  he  is  conftrained  to  explain  in  a  note  "  by  a  more  ex- 
u  aft  meafure  of  longitude."  It  had  better  become  Dryden's 
learning  and  genius  to  have  laboured  fcience  into  poetry,  and 
have  (hewn,  by  explaining  longitude,  that  verfe  did  not  re* 
fufe  the  ideas  of  philofophy. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQlC 


1«*  LIFE  OF  DRYDEtf 

His  description  of  the  Fire  is  painted  by  refolute  medita-* 
tion,  out  of  a  mind  better  formed  to  reafon  than  to  feel.  The 
conflagration  of  a  city,  with  all  its  tumults  of  concomitant  dif- 
trefe,  is  one  of  the  mod  dreadful  fpeftacles  which  this  world 
can  offer  to  human  eyes ;  yet  it  feems  to  raife  little  emotion  in 
the  breaft  of  the  poet ;  he  watches  the  flame  coolly  from  ftreet 
to  ftreet,  with  now  a  refle&ion,  and  now  a  finrile,  till  at  laft 
he  meets  the  King,  for  whom  he  makes  a  fpeech,  rather  te- 
dious in  a  time  fo  bufy ;  and  then  follows  again  the  progrefit 
of  the  fire. 

There  are,  however,  in  this  part  fome  paflages  thatdeferve 
attention ;  as  in  the  beginning; 

The  diligence  of  trades  and  noifeful  gain, 
And  luxury,  more  late,  aileep  were  laid  ! 

All  was  the  Night's,  and  in  her  filent  reign 
No  found  the  reft  of  Nature  did  invade 

In  this  deep  quiet 

The  expreffion  "  All  was  the  NightV  is  taken  from  Se- 
neca, who  remarks  on  Virgil's  line, 

Omnia  no&is  crant,  placida  compofta  quiete, 
that  he  might  hare  concluded  better, 

Omnia  no&is  erant. 
The  following  quatrain  is  vigorous  and  animated : 

The  ghofls  of  traitors  from  the  bridge  defcend 

With  bold  fanalick  fpe&resto  rejoice; 
About  the  fire  into  a  dance  they  bend, 

And  fing  their  fabbath  notes  with  feeble  voice. 

His  predi&ion  of  the  improvements  which  fliall  be  made 
in  the  new  city  is  elegant  and  poetical,  and  with  an  event 
which  Poets  cannot  always  boaft  has  been  happily  verified* 
The  poem  concludes  with  a  fimile  that  might  have  better 
been  omitted. 
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Drydeo,  when  he  wrote  this  poem,  feems  not  yet  fully  to 
lave  formed  his  verification,  or  fettled  his  fyftem  of  pro- 
priety. 

From  this  time  he  addi&ed  himfelf  almoft  wholly  to  the 
ftage,  €t  to  which,"  fays  he,  "  my  genius  never  much  inclined 
a  me,"  merely  as  the  moft  profitable  market  for  poetry.  By 
writing  tragedies  in  rhyme,  be  continued  to  improve  his  die- 
tfon  and  bis  numbers*  According  to  the  opinion  of  Harte, 
who  had  ftiidied  his  works  with  great  attention,  he  fettled  his 
principles  of  verification  in  1676,  when  he  produced  the 
play  of  Aureng  Zebe*  and  according  to  his  own  account  of 
the  fhort  time  in  which  he  wrote  Tyraimick  Love,  and  the 
State  of  Innocence,  he  foon  obtained  the  full  elfeft  of  dili- 
gence, and  added  facility  to  exa&nefe, 

Rhyme  has  been  fo  long  banifhed  from  the  theatre,  mat 
we  know  not  its  effefts  upon  the  paffions  of  an  audience ;  but 
it  has  this  convenience,  that  fentences  ftand  more  independ- 
ent on  each  other,  and  (hiking  paflages  are  therefore  eafily 
fele&ed  and  retained.  Thus  the  defcription  of  Night  in  the 
Indian  Emperor,  and  the  rife  and  fall  of  empire  in  the  Con~. 
quefi  of  Granada,  are  more  frequently  repeated  than  any 
lines  in  All  for  Love,  or  Don  Sebafiian. 

To  fearch  his  plays  for  vigorous  fallies  and  fententious  ele- 
gances, or  to  fix  the  dates  of  any  little  pieces  which  he  wrote 
by  chance,  or  by  folkitation,  were  labour  too  tedious  and 
minute* 

His  dramatick  labours  did  not  fo  wholly  abforb  his  thoughts, 
but  that  he  promulgated  the  laws  of  tranflation  in  a  preface  to 
the  Englifh  Epiftles  of  Ovid ;  one  of  which  he  tranflated  him- 
felf,  and  another  in  conjunction  with  the  Earl  of  Mulgrave. 

Abfalom  and  Achitophel  is  a  work  fo  well  known,  that 
particular  criticifin  is  fuperfluous.  If  it  be  confidered  as  a 
poem  political  and  controverfial,  it  will  be  found  to  com- 
prife  all  the  excellences  of  which  the  fubjeft  is  fufceptible ; 
acrimony  of  cenfure,  elegance  of  praife,  artful  delineation  of 
vol.  f.  i 
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charafters,  variety  and  vigour  of  fentiment,  happy  turns  of 
language,  and  pleating  harmony  of  numbers ;  and  all  ttaefe 
raifed  to  fuch  a  height  as  can  fcarcely  be  found  in  any  other 
Englifli  compofition. 

it  is  not,  however,  without  faults ;  fome  lines  are  inele- 
gant and  improper,  and  too  many  are  irreligioufly  licentious. 
The  original  ftrufture  of  the  poem  was  defe&ive ;  allegories 
drawn  to  great  length  will  always  break ;  Charles  could  not 
run  continually  parallel  with  David. 

The  fubje&  bad  likewife  another  inconvenience :  it  ad- 
mitted little  imagery  or  defcription ;  and  a  long  poem  of 
mere  fentiments  eafily  becomes  tedious ;  though  all  the  parts 
are  forcible,  and  every  line  kindles  new  rapture,  the  reader, 
if  not  relieved  by  the  interpofition  of  fomething  that  fooths 
the  fancy,  grows  weary  of  admiration,  and  defers  the  reft. 

As  an  approach  to  the  historical  truth  was  necefiaiy,  the 
a&on  and  cataftrophe  were  not  in  the  poet's  power ;  there  is 
therefore  an  unpkaiipg  disproportion  between  the  beginning 
and  the  end*  We  am  alarmed  by  a  fa&ion  formed  of  many 
fe&s,  various  in  their  principles,  but  agreeing  in  their  pur* 
pofe  of  iftiichief,  formidable  for  their  numbers,  and  ftroqg 
by  their  fupporls ;  while  the  King's  friends  are  few  and  weak. 
The  chiefs  on  either  part  are  fet  forth  to  view :  but  when  ex- 
pectation is  at  the  height,  the  King  makes  a  fpeech,  and 

Henceforth  a  feries  of  new  times  began.  « 

Who  can  forbear  to  think  of  an  enchanted  caftie,  with  a 
wide  moat  and  lofty  battlements,  walls  of  marble  and  gates 
of  brafs,  which  vanifhes  at  once  into  air,  when  the  deftned 
knight  blows  his  horn  before  it  i 

In  the  fecond  part,  written  by  Tate,  there  is  a  long  in* 
fertion,  which,  for  its  poignancy  of  fatire,  exceeds  any  part 
of  the  former.  Perfonal  refentment,  though  no  laudable 
motive  to  fatire,  can  add  great  force  to  general  principles. 
Self-love  is  a  bufy  prompter* 
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The  Medal,  written  upon  the  fame  principles  with  Abfa- 
torn  and  Achitophcl,  but  upon  a  narrower  plan,  gives  left 
pleafure,  though  it  difcovers  equal  abilities  in  the  writer. 
The  fuperftru&ure  cannot  extend  beyond  the  foundation ;  a 
fingle  chara&er  or  incident  cannot  furnifh  as  many  ideas,  as  a 
feries  of  events,  or  multiplicity  of  agents.  This  poem,  there* 
fore,  fince  time  has  left  it  to  itfelf,  is  not  much  read,  nor  per* 
haps  generally  underftood  ;  yet  it  abounds  with  touches  both 
of  humorous  and  ferious  fatire.  The  pifture  of  a  man  whofe 
propenfions  to  mifchief  are  fuch,  that  his  beft  actions  are  but 
inability  of  wickeduefe,  is  very  ikilfully  delineated  and  ftrongly 
coloured ; 


$ 


Power  was  his  aim  ;  but,  thrown  from  that  pretence, 

The  wretch  turu'd  loyal  in  his  own  defence, 

And  malice  reconcile  him  to  his  prince. 

Him,  in  the  anguifh  of  his  foul,  he  ferv'd ; 

Rewarded  fatter  ftill  than  he  deferv'd. 

Behold  him  now  exalted  into  truft ; 

His  counfels  oft  convenient,  feldom  juft ; 

Ev'n  in  the  mod  fmcere  advice  he  gave, 

He  had  a  grudging  ftill  to  be  a  knave* 

The  frauds,  he  learnt  in  his  fanatick  years, 

Made  him  uneafy  in  his  lawful  gears, 

At  lead  as  little  honed  as  he  cou'd, 

And9  like  white  witches,  mifchievoufly  good. 

To  this  firft  bias,  longingly,  he  leans, 

And  rather  would  be  great  by  wicked  means* 

The  Threuodia,  which,  by  a  term  I  am  afraid  neither  au- 
thorized nor  analogical,  he  calls  Augujialisj  is  not  among  bis 
bappieft  prodii&ions*  Its  firtt  and  obvious  defeS  is  the  irre- 
gularity of  its  metre,  to  which  the  ears  of  that  age,  however, 
were  accuftomed.  What  is  worfe,  it  has  neither  tendernefc 
nor  dignity;  it  is  neither  magnificent  nor  pathetick.  Ho 
looms  to  look  round  him  for  images  which  he  cannot  find, 
and  what  be  has  he  diftorts  by  endeavouring  to  enlarge  them% 
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"  He  is,"  he  fays,  «  petrified  with  grief;"  but  the  marble 
fometimes  relents,  and  trickles  in  a  joke* 

The  fons  of  art  all  mcd'cines  tryM, 
And  every  noble  remedy  apply'd  ; 

With  emulation  each  effay'd 

His  utmoft  fkili;  nay,  more,  they  pray'd; 
Was  never  lofiug  game  with  better  conduit  play'd. 

He  had  been  a  little  inclined  to  merriment  before,  upon 
the  prayers  of  a  nation  for  their  dying  fovereign ;  nor  was  he 
fcrious  enough  to  keep  Heathen  fables  out  of  his  religion  : 

With  him  the  innumerable  crowd  of  armed  prayers 
Knock'd  at  the  gates  of  Heaven,  and  knock'd  aloud  ; 

The  firft  weU-meahing  rude  petitioners 
All  for  his  life  afiail'd  the  throne, 

All  would  have  brib'd  the  ikies  by  offering  Up  their  own. 

So  great  a  throng  not  Heaven  itfeif  could  bar ; 

'Twas  almoft  borne  by  force  as  in  the  giants  war. 

The  pray'rs,  at  lead,  for  his  reprieve,  were  heard* 5 

His  death,  like  Hezekiah's,  was  deferr'd. 

There  is  throughout  the  compofition  a  defire  of  fplendour 
without  wealth.  In  the  conclufion  he  feems  too  much  pleafed 
with  the  profped  of  the  new  reign  to  have  lamented  his  old 
matter  with  much  finceriry. 

He  did  not  mifcarry  in  this  attempt  for  want  of  {kill  either 
in  lyrick  or  elegiack  poetry.  His  poem  on  the  death  of  Mrs. 
Killegrew  is  undoubtedly  the  nobleft  ode  that  our  language 
ever  has  produced.  The  firft  part  flows  with  a  torrent  of 
enthufiaftn.  "  Fervet  immenfufque  rait."  All  the  ftanzas 
indeed  are  not  equal.  An  imperial  crown  cannot  be  one 
continued  diamond ;  the  gems  muft  be  held  together  by  fome 
left  valuable  matter. 

In  his  firft  ode  for  Cecilia's  day,  which  is  loft  in  the  fplen- 
dor  of  the  fecond,  there  are'paffages  which  would  have  digni- 
fied any  other  poet.    The  firft  ftanza  is  vigorous  and  elegant, 

Digitized  by  VjOOQlC 


LIFE  OP  DRYDEN.  hxxi 

though  the  word  diapafon  is  too  technical,  and  the  rhymes  are 
too  remote  from  one  another. 

JVom  harmony,  from  heavenly  harmony, 

This  univerfal  frame  began ; 
When  Nature  underneath  a  heap  of  jarring  atoms  lay, 

And  could  not  heave  her  head, 
He  tuneful  voice  was  heard  from  high, 

Arife,  ye  more  than  dead. 
Then  cold  and  hot,  and  moid  and  dry, 
In  order  to  their  ftations  leap, 

And  mufick's  power  obey. 
From  harmony,  from  heavenly  harmony, 

This  univerfal  frame  began. 

From  harmony  to  harmony 
Through  all  the  compafs  of  the  notes  it  ran, 

The  diapafon  clofing  full  in  man. 

The  cooclufion  is  like  wife  ftriking ;  but  it  includes  an  image 
fo  awful  in  itfelf,  that  it  can  owe  little  to  poetry ;  and  I  could 
wilh  the  antithefis  of  mufick  untuning  had  found  fome  other 
place. 

As  from  the  power  of  facred  lays 

The  fpheres  began  to  move, 
And  fung  the  great  Creator's  praife 

To  all  the  ble&'d  above : 


So,  when  the  laft  and  dreadful  hour 
This  crumbling  pageant  (hall  devour, 
The  trumpet  (hall  be  heard  on  high, 
Hie  dead  (hall  live,  the  living  die, 
And  mufick  (hall  untune  the  iky. 


} 


Of  his  (kill  in  elegy  he  has  given  a  fpecimen  in  his  Eleo~ 
*wa,  of  which  the  following  lines  difcover  their  author : 

Though  all  thefe  rare  endowments  of  the  mind 
Were  in  a  narrow  fpace  of  life  confin'd* 
The  figure  was  with  full  perfection  crown'd, 
Though  not  fo  large  an  orb,  as  truly  round ; 
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As  when  in  glory,  through  the  publick  place* 
The  fpoils  of  conquer' d  nations  were  to  pafs, 
And  but  one  day  far  triumph  was  allow'd, 
The  conful  was  conftrain'd  his  pomp  to  crowd; 
And  fo  the  fwift  procefiion  hurry'd  on, 
That  all,  tho*  not  diftin&ly,  might  be  fhown ; 
So,  in  the  ft  rait  en' d  bounds  of  life  confin'd, 
She  gave  but  glimpfes  of  her  glorious  mind ; 
A)  d  multitudes  of  virtues  pafs'd  along, 
Each  prefling  foremoft  in  the  mighty  throng, 
Ambitious  to  be  feen,  and  then  make  room 
For  greater  multitudes  that  were  to  come. 
Yet  unemployed  no  minute  flipp'd  away  ; 
Moments  were  precious  in  fo  /hort  a  flay. 
The  hade  of  Heaven  to  have  her  was  fo  great, 
That  fome  were  fingle  ads,  though  each  complete  j 
And  every  ad  flood  ready  to  repeat. 


} 


This  piece,  however*  is  not  without  its  faults :  there  is  fo 
much  likenefs  in  the  initial  comparifon,  that. there  is  no 
illuftration.  As  a  king  would  be  lamented,  Eleonora  was* 
lameuted : 

As,  when  fome  great  and  gracious  monarch  dies, 
Soft  whifpers,  firft,  and  mournful  murmurs,  rife 
Among  the  fad  attendants ;  then  the  found 
Soon  gathers  voice,  and  fpreads  the  news  around, 
Through  town  and  country,  till  the  dreadful  blaft 
Is  blown  to  diftant  colonies  at  lad, 
Who  then,  perhaps,  were  offering  vows  in  vain. 
For  his  long  life,  and  for  his  happy  reign ; 
So  flowly,  by  degrees,  unwilling  Fame 
Did  matchfefa  Ekonora's  fate  proclaim, 
Till  publfck  as  the  lofe  the  news  became* 


} 


This  is  little  better  than  to  fay  in  praife  of  a  flirub,  that  it 
is  as  green  as  a  tree ;  or  of  a  brook,  that  it  waters  a  garden, 
as  a  river  waters  a  country* 
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Dryden  confeffes  that  he  did  not  know  the  lady  whom  he 
celebrates :  the  praife  being  therefore  inevitably  general  fixes 
no  impreffion  upon  the  reader,  nor  excites  any  tendency  to 
love^  nor  much  defire  of  imitation.  Knowledge  of  the 
4ubje&  is  to  the  poet  what  durable  material*  are  to  the  archi- 
teft. 

The  Religio  Laid,  which  borrows  its  title  from  the  RtU- 
gie  Medici  of  Browne,  is  almoft  the  only  work  of  Dryden 
which  can  be  confidered  as  a  voluntary  effafion:  in  this, 
therefore,  it  might  be  hoped,  that  the  full  effulgence  of  fab 
genius  would  be  found.  But  unhappily  the  fubjeft  y  rather 
argumentative  than  poetical ;  he  intended  Only  a  fpecimen  of 
metrical  difputation : 

And  this  unpolifli'd  rugged  verfe  I  chofe, 
As  fitteft  for  difcourfe,  and  neareft  profe. 

This,  however,  is  a  compofition  of  great  excellence  in  its 
kind,  in  which  the  familiar  is  very  properly  diverfified  with 
the  folemn,  and  the  grave  with  the  humorous ;  in  which  metre 
has  neither  weakened  the  force,  nor  clouded  the  perfpicuity  of 
argument ;  nor  will  it  be  eafy  to  find  another  example  equally 
happy  of  this  middle  kind  of  writing,  which,  though  profaick 
in  fome  parts,  rifes  to  high  poetry  in  others,,  and  neither  towers 
to  the  Aries,  nor  creeps  along  the  ground. 

Of  the  feme  kind,  or  not  far  diftaat  from  it,  is  the  Hind 
and  Panther,  the  longeft  of  all  Dryden's  original  poems ; 
an  allegory  intended  to  comprife  and  to  decide  the  c6ntro- 
verfy  between  the  Romaniits  and  Proteftahts.  The  fcheme 
of  the  work  is  injudicious  and  incommodious ;  for  what  can 
be  more  aWurd  than  that  one  beaft  mould  counfet  anoffier  to 
reft  her  faith  upon  a  pope  and  council  ?  He  feems  well  enough 
(killed  in  the  ufual  topicks  of  argument,  endeavours  to  fh^w 
(he  necedity  of  an  infallible  judge,  arid  reproaches  the  Re- 
formers with  want  of  unity ;  but  is  weak  enough  to  aft,  why, 
fiAce  we  fee  without  knowing  how,  we  may  not  have  an  in- 
fallible judge  without  knowing  where? 
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The  Hind  at  one  time  is  afraid  to  drink  at  the  common 
brook,  becaufe  the  may  be  worried ;  but,  walking  home  with 
the  Panther,  talks  by  the  way  of  the  Nicene  Fathers,  and  at 
laft  declares  herfelf  to  be  the  Catholick  Church. 

This  abfurdity  was  very  properly  ridiculed  in  the  City 
Moufe  and  Country  Moufe  of  Montague  and  Prior ;  and  in 
the  detection  and  cenfure  of  the  incongruity  of  the  fiftion 
chiefly  confifts  the  value  of  their  performance,  which,  what- 
ever reputation  it  might  obtain  by  the  help  of  temporary 
paffions,  feems,  to  readers  almoft  a  century  diftant,  not  very 
•  forcible  or  animated. 

Pope,  whofe  judgment  was  perhaps  a  little  bribed  by  the 
fubjeS,  ufed  to  mention  this  poem  as  the  moil  correft  fpeci- 
men  of  Dryden's  verification.  It  was  indeed  written  when 
he  had  completely  formed  his  manner,  and  may  be  fuppofed 
to  exhibit,  negligence  excepted,  his  deliberate  and  ultimate 
fcheme  of  metre. 

We  may  therefore  reafonably  infer,  that  he  did  not  approve 
the  perpetual  uniformity  which  confines  the  fenfe  to  couplets, 
fince  be  has  broken  his  lines  in  the  initial  paragraph. 

A  milk-white  Hind,  immortal  and  unchang'd, 
Fed  on  the  lawns,  and  in  the  foreft  rang'd  ; 
Without  unfpotted,  innocent  within, 
She  fear'd  no  danger,  for  (he  knew  no  fin. 
Yet  had  the  oft  been  chac'd  with  horns  and  hounds, 
And  Scythian  fliafts,  and  many  winged  wounds 
Aim'd  at  her  heart ;  was  often  forc'd  to  fly, 
And  doomM  to  death,  though  fated  not  to  die. 

Thefe  lines  are  lofty,  elegant,  and  muiical,  notwithstanding 
the  interruption  of  the  paufe,  of  which  the  effect  is  rather  in- 
creafe  of  pleafure  by  variety,  than  offence  by  ruggednefs. 

To  the  firft  part  it  was  his  intention,  he  fays,  "  to  give  the 
i€  majeftick  turn  of  heroick  poefy ;"  and  perhaps  he  might 
have  executed  his  defign  not  unfuccefsfully,  had  not  an  op- 
portunity of  fatire,  which  he  cannot  forbear,  fallen  fometimes 
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in  his  way.    The  chara&er  of  a  Prefbyterian,  whofe  emblem 
is  the  Wolf,  is  not  very  heroically  majeftick : 

More  haughty  than  the  reft,  the  wolfi(h  race 

Appear  with  belly  gaunt  and  famifh'd  face ; 

Never  was  fo  deform'd  a  bead  of  grace. 

His  ragged  tail  betwixt  his  legs  he  wears, 

Clofe  clapp'd  for  fhame ;  but  his  rough  creft  he  rears, 

And  pricks  up  his  predeflinating  ears. 

His  general  charafier  of  the  other  forts  of  beafts  that  never 
go  to  church,  though  fprigbtly  and  keen,  has,  however,  not 
much  of  heroick  poefy : 

Thefe  are  the  chief;  to  number  o'er  the  reft, 

And  ftand  like  Adam,  naming  every  beaft, 

Were  weary  work  ;  nor  will  the  Mufe  defcribe 

A  (limy-born,  and  fun-begotten  tribe, 

Who,  far  from  fteeples  and  their  facred  found. 

In  fields  their  Allien  conventicles  fpund. 

Thefe  grofe,  half-animated  lumps  I  leave; 

Nor  can  I  think  what  thoughts  they  can  conceive  ; 

But,  if  they  think  at  all,  'tis  fure  no  higher 

Than  matter,  put  in  motion,  may  afpire ; 

Souls  that  can  fcarce  ferment  their  raafc  of  clay, 

So  drofly,  jb  divifible  are  they, 

As  would  but  ferve  pure  bodies  for  allay ; 

guch  fouls  as  (hards  produce,  fuch  beetle  things 

As  only  buz  to  Heaven  with  evening  wings ; 

Strike  in  the  dark,  offending  but  by  chance  : 

Such  are  the  blindfold  blows  of  ignorance. 

They  know  no  being,  and  but  hate  a  name ; 

To  them  the  Hind  and  Panther  are  the  fame. 

One  more  inftance,  and  that  taken  from  the  narrative  part, 
where  ftyle  was  more  in  his  choice,  will  (hew  how  fteadily  he 
kept  his  refolution  of  heroick  dignity. 

For  when  the  herd,  fuffie'd,  did  late  repair 
To  ferny  heaths  and  to  their  foreft  laire, 
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She  made  a  mannerly  excufe  to  (lay , 
Proffering  the  Hind  to  wait  her  half  the  way; 
That,  fince  the  (ky  was  clear,  an  hour  of  talk 
Might  help  her  to  beguile  the  tedious  walk. 
With  much  good-will  the  motion  was  embrac'd, 
To  chat  awhile  on  their  adventures  pad; 
Nor  had  the  grateful  Hind  fo  foon  forgot 
Her  friend  and  fellow-fufferer  in  the  plot. 
Yet,  wondering  how  of  late  (he  grew  cftrang'd, 
Her  forehead  cloudy  and  her  countenance  chang'd, 
She  thought  this  hour  th'  occafion  would  prefent 
To  learn  her  fecret  caufe  of  difcontent, 
Which  well  (he  hop'd  might  be  with  eafe  redrefs'd, 
Confidering  her  a  well-bred  civil  bead, 
And  more  a  gentlewoman  than  the  reft. 
After  fome  common  talk  what  rumours  ran, 
The  lady  of  the  fpotted  muff  began. 

The  fecond  and  third  parts  he  profeffes  to  have  reduced 
to  di&ion  more  familiar  and  more  fuitable  to  difpute  and  con* 
verfation;  the  difference  is  not,  however,  very  eafily  per- 
ceived ;  the  firft  has  familiar,  and  the  two  others  have  fano- 
rous,  lines.  The  original  incongruity  rues  through  the  whole ; 
the  king  is  now  Cajkr,  and  now  the  Lion ;  and  the  name 
Pan  is  given  to  the  Supreme  Being* 

But  when  this  constitutional  ab&irdity  is  forgiven,  the  poem 
muft  be  confefied  to  be  written  with  great  fmoothnefe  of 
metre,  a  wide  extent  of  knowledge,  and  an  abundant  multi- 
plicity of  images ;  the  controverfy  is  embellifhed  with  pointed 
fentences,  diverfified  by  illuftrations,  and  enlivened  by  fallies 
of  inveftive.  Some  of  the  fafts  to  which  aliufions  are  made 
are  now  become  obfeure,  and  perhaps  there  may  be  many 
fiuirical  paffages  little  underAoorf. 

.As  it  was  by  its  aature  a  wotk  of  defiance,  a  competition 
which  would  naturally  be  examined  with  the  utmoft  acrimony 
of  criticifm,  it  was  probably  laboured  with  uncommon  atten- 
tion, and  there  are,  indeed,  few  negligences  in  the  fubordinate 
parts.    The  original  impropriety,  and  the  fubfequent  uopo- 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


LIFE  OF  DKYDEN.  xd 

polarity  of  the  fubjeft,  added  to  tbe  ridiculodhels  of  its  firft 
elements,  has  funk  it  into  negled ;  bat  it  may  be  ufefully  ftu- 
died,  as  an  example  of  poetical  ratiocination,  in  which  tbe 
argument  differs  litde  from  tbe  metre. 

In  the  poem  on  the  Birth  of  the  Prince  of  Wales,  nothing 
is  very  remarkable  but  the  exorbitant  adulation,  and  that  »- 
fcnfibiiity  of  tbe  precipice  on  which  die  king  was  then  ftand- 
ing,  which  the  Jaureat  apparently  fhared  with  the  reft  of  the 
courtiers.  A  few  months  cured  him  of  controverfy,  diferifled 
him  from  court,  and  made  him  again  a  phy-wright  and 
tranflator. 

Of  Juvenal  Aere  had  been  a  tranflation  by  Stapylton,  and 
another  by  Holiday ;  neither  of  them  is  very  poetical.  Sta- 
pylton is  more  fmooth ;  and  Holiday's  is  more  efteemed  for 
the  learning  of  his  notes.  A  new  verfion  was  propofed  to  the 
poets  of  that  time,  and  undertaken  by  them  in  conjun3ion. 
The  main  defign  was  condu&ed  by  Dryden,  whofe  reputation 
was  fach  that  no  man  was  unwilling  to  ferve  the  M  tries  under 
him* 

Tbe  general  chara&er  of  this  tranflation  will  be  given,  when 
it  is  6id  to  preferve  the  wit,  but  to  want  the  dignity,  of  die 
original.  The  peculiarity  of  Jnvenal  is  a  mixture  of  gaiety 
and  ftatelinels,  of  pointed  fentences  and  declamatory  gran* 
denr.  His  points  have  not  been  negleded ;  but  his  grandeur 
none  of  the  band  feemed  to  conlider  as  neceffary  to  be  imi- 
tated, except  Creech,  who  undertook  the  thirteenth  fetrre. 
It  is  therefore  perhaps  poffible  to  give  a  better  reprefentation 
of  that  great  fetirift,  even  in  thofe  parts  which  Dryden  himfelf 
has  tranflated,  feme  paflages  excepted,  which  wiH  never  be 
excelled. 

With  Jnvenal  was  pubBihed  Perfius,  tranflated  wholly  by 
Dryden.  This  work,  though,  like  all  other  produ£tions  of 
Dryden,  it  may  have  fhhring  parts,  feems  to  have  been  writ-* 
ten  merely  for  wages,  in  an  uniform  mediocrity,  without  any 
eager  endeavour  after  excellence,  or  laborious  effort  of  the. 
juind* 
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There  wanders  an  opinion  among  the  readers  of  poefry> 
that  one  of  thefe  fatires  is  an  exercife  of  the  fchooL  Dryden 
feys,  that  he  once  tranflatedit  at  fchool ;  but  not  that  he  pre* 
ferved  or  publifhed  the  juvenile  performance. 

Not  long  afterwards  he  undertook  perhaps  the  mod  arduous 
work  of  its  kind,  a  tranflation  of  Virgil,  for  which  he  had 
fhewn  how  well  he  was  qualified  by  his  verfion  of  the  Pollio, 
and  two  epifodes,  one  of  Nifus  and  Euryalus,  the  other  of 
Mezentius  and  Laufus. 

In  the  comparifon  of  Homer  and  Virgil,  the  discriminative 
excellence  of  Homer  is  elevation  and  coraprehenfion  of 
thought,  and  that  of  Virgil  is  grace  and  fplendour  of  di&ion. 
The  beauties  of  Homer  are  therefore  difficult  to  be  loft,  and 
thofe  of  Virgil  difficult  to  be  retained.  The  maffy  trunk  of 
fentiment  is  fafe  by  its  folidity,  but  the  bloflbms  of  elocution 
eafily  drop  away.  The  author,  having  the  choice  of  his  own 
images,  fele&s  thofe  which  he  can  bed  adorn ;  the  tranflator 
muft,  at  all  hazards,  follow  his  original,  and  exprefs  thoughts 
which  perhaps  he  would  not  have  chofen.  When  to  this 
primary  difficulty  is  added  the  inconvenience  of  a  language  fo 
much  inferior  in  harmony  to  the  Latin,  it  cannot  be  expe&ed 
that  they  who  read  the  Georgicks  and  the  JEneid  ihpuld  be 
much  delighted  with  any  verfion. 

All  thefe  obstacles  Dryden  law,  and  all  thefe  he  determined 
to  encounter.  The  expectation  of  his  work  was  undoubtedly 
great ;  the  nation  confidered  its  honour  as  interefted  in  the 
event.  One  gave  him  the  different  editions  of  his  author, 
another  helped  him  in  the  fubordinate  parts.  The  arguments 
of  the  feveral  books  were  given  him  by  Addifon. 

The  hopes  of  the  public  were  not  difappointed.  He  pro- 
duced, lays  Pope,  *  the  mod  noble  and  fpirited  tranflation 
"  that  I  know  in  any  language/  It  certainly  excelled  what* 
ever  had  appeared  in  Englilh,  and  appears  to  have  fatisfied 
his  friends,  and,  for  the  moil  part,  to  have  filenced  his  ene- 
mies. Milbourne,  indeed,  a  clergyman,  attacked  it ;  but  hi» 
outrages  feem  to  be  the  ebullitions  of  a  mind  agitated  by 
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firooger  refentment  than  bad  poetry  can  excite,  and  previously 
refolved  not  to  be  pleafed. 

His  criticifin  extends  only  to  the  Preface,  Paftonds,  and 
Georgick* ;  and,  as  he  profeffes  to  give  his  antagonift  an  op- 
portunity of  repriftl,  he  has  added  his  own  verfion  of  the  firft 
mi  fourth  Paftorals,  and  the  firft  Georgick.  The  world  has 
forgotten  his  book ;  but,  fince  his  attempt  has  given  him  a 
place  in  literary  hiftory,  I  will  preferve  a  fpecimen  of  his  cri- 
ticiJin,  by  inferring  his  remarks  on  the  invocation  before 
the  firfl  Georgick,  and  of  his  poetry,  by  annexing  his  own 
vofion. 

Ver.  1. 

u  What  makes  a  plenteous  harveft,  when  to  turn 
"  The  fruitful  foil,  and  when  to  fow  the  corn. 

"  Kb  unlucky,  they  fay,  to  fumble  at  the  thrtfhoU;  but 
u  what  has  a  plenteous  haroejl  to  do  here  f  Virgil  would  not 

*  pretend  to  prefcribe  rules  for  that  which  depends  not  on 

*  the  hujbandmaris  care,  but  the  difpofition  of  Heaven  alto- 
"  getber.  Indeed,  die  plenteous  crop  depends  fomewhat  on 
"  the  good  method  of  tillage ;   and  where  the  land's  ill— 

*  manur'd,  the  cornt  without  a  miracle,  can  be  but  indiffe- 

*  rent ;  but  the  harvefi  may  be  good,  which  is  its  properefi 
"  epithet,  tho*  the  hujbandman's  Jkill  were  never  fo  indiffe- 
"  rent.  The  nextfentence  is  too  literal,  and  when  to  plough 
49  had  been  Firgits  meaning,  and  intelligible  to  every  body; 

*  and  when  to  fow  the  corn,  is  a  needlefe  addition." 

Ver.  3. 

"  The  care  of  fheep,  of  oxen,  and  of  kine, 

"  And  when  to  geld  the  lambs,  and  Ihecr  the  fwine, 

"  would  as  well  have  fallen  under  the   cura   bourn,  qui 

*  eultvt  habendo  Jit  pecori,  as  Mr.  D.'s  deduftion  of  par- 
*&ubra* 
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Ver.  5. 

44  The  birth  and  genius  of  the  frugal  bet 
"  I  fing,  Maecenas,  and  I  dug  to  thee. 

44  But  where  did  experiemtm  ever  fignify  birth  and  genius  ? 
44  or  what  ground  was  there  for  iuch  a  Jigurc  in  this  place? 
44  How  much  more  manly  is  Mr.  Ogylby's  verfion?" 

44  What  makes  rich  grounds,  in  what  celcftial  figns 
"  'Tis  good  to  plough,  and  marry  elms  with  vines ; 
"  What  bed  fits  cattle,  what  with  ftieep  agrees, 
*€  And  feveral  arts  improving  frugal  bees ; 
44  I  fing,  Maecenas. 

"  Which  four  lines,  tho*  faulty  enough,  are  yet  much  moiw 
"  to  the  purpofe  than  Mr.  Ds  fix." 

Ver.  22. 
*  From  fields  and  mountains  to  my  (bng  repair. 

€€  Vorpatrium  Iwquens  nemu9,fakufyue  Lycmi— Very  weD 
"  explained!" 

Ver.  23,  24. 
"  Inventor  Pallas,  of  the  fattening  oil, 
"  Thou  founder  of  the  plough,  and  ploughman's  toil  ! 

44  Written  as  if  thefe  had  been  Pallas s  invention"  Tk* 
44  ploughman  s  toil's  impertinent. 

Ver.  25. 
" The  (hroud-like  cyprefs . 

€t  VihyJhroucUike?  Is  a  cyprefs,  pulled  up  by  the  roots, 
€C  which  the  fculpture  in  the  laft  Eclogue  fills  Silvanws 
44  hand  with,  fo  very  like  njhroudt  Or  did  not  Mr.  D. 
44  think  of  that  kind  of  cyprefs  uYd  often  for  fcatves  and 
44  hatbands  at  funerals  formerly,  or  for  widow's  vails,  &c%? 
44  if  fo,  'twas  a  deep,  good  thought? 
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Ver.  ?6. 
» »      ■        That  wear 


"  The  royal  honours,  and  increafe  the  year, 

'  What's  meant  by  increafing  the  year?  Did  the  gods  or 
"  goddeffe*  add  more  month, \r  days,  or  hours,  to  it  ?  Or 
"  how  can  arva  tueri  fignify  to  wear  rural  honours?  Is  this 
"  to  tranflate,  or  abufe  an  author  ?  The  next  couplet  is  bor* 
u  rowed  from  OgyUby,  I  fuppofe,  becaufe  lefs  to  thepurpofo 
u  than  ordinal}'.", 

Ver.  33. 
*  The  patron  of  the  world,  and  Rome's  peculiar  guard. 

*  Idle,  and  none  of  Virgil's,  no  more  than  the  fenfe  of  the 

*  precedent  couplet ;  fo  again,  he  interpolates  Virgil  with 
"  that  and  the  round  circle  of  the  year  to  guide  powerful 
"  ofbleffings,  which  thou  ftrew'ft  around;  a  ridiculous  Lati* 
u  nijm,  and  an  impertinent  addition ;  indeed  the  whole  pc- 

*  riod  is  but  one  piece  of  abfurdity  and  nenfenfe,  as  thofe 
"  who  lay  it  with  the  original  muft  find." 

Ver.  42,  43f 
"  And  Neptune  ftiall  refign  the  fafces  of  the  fea. 

u  Was  be  conful  or  diclator  there  ? 

u  And  watry  virgins  for  thy  bed  (hall  ftrivet 

*  Both  apfiird  interpolations." 

Ver.  47,  48. 
tt  Where  in  the  void  of  Heaven  a  place  is  free. 
H  Ah  happy  D n,  were  that  place  for  thee  I 

*  But  where  is  that  void?  Or,  what  does  our  tranfhtor 
u  mean  by  it  ?  He  knows  what  Ovid  lays  God  did  to  pre- 
"  Tent  fiich  a  void  in  Heaven ;  perhaps  this  was  then  for- 
"  gotten :  but  Virgil  talks  more  fenfibly." 
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Ver.  49- 
"  The  fcorpion  ready  to  receive  thy  laws, 

**  No,  he  would  not  then  have  gotten  out  of  his  way  fo 

felt." 

Ver.  56. 

"  Though  Proferpine  affecls  her  filent  feat. 

«  What  made  her  then  fo  angry  with  Afcalaphus,  for  pre* 
u  venting  her  return  ?  She  was  now  mus'd  to  Patience  under 
u  the  determinations  of  Fate,  rather  than  fond  of  her  refi- 
«  dmceP 

Ver.  61, 62, 63. 
"  Pity  the  poet's  and  the  ploughman's  cares, 
"  Intereft  thy  greatnefs  in  our  mean  affairs, 
•'  And  ufe  thyfelf  betimes  to  hear  our  prayers. 

"  Which  is  fuch  a  wretched  perverfion  of  Virgil's  noble 
"  thought  as  Vicars  would  have  blufhed  at;  but  Mr, 
"  Ogylby  makes  us  fome  amends  by  his  better  lines; 

"  O  wherefoe'er  thou  art,  from  thence  incline, 
"  And  grant  afliftance  to  my  bold  defign ! 
"  Pity,  with  me,  poor  hufbandraen's  affairs, 
u  And  now,  as  if  tranflated,  hear  our  prayers* 

€t  This  is  fenfe,  and  to  thepurpofe ;  the  other,  poor  mijlakcn 

Such  were  the  ftriftures  of  Milbourne,  who  found  few 
abettors,  and  of  whom  it  may  be  reafonably  imagined,  that 
many  who  favoured  his  defign  were  afliamed  of  his  info- 
lence. 

When  admiration  had  fubfided,  the  tranflation  was  more 
coolly  examined,  and  found,  like  all  others,  to  be  fometimes 
erroneous,  and  fometimes  licentious.  Thofe  who  could  find 
faults,  thought  they  could  avoid  them ;  and  Dr.  Brady  at- 
tempted  in  blank  vcrfe  a  tranflation  of  {he  iEneid,  which, 


Digitized  by  VjOOQlC 


UFE  DF  DRYDEN*  tctli 

\rhen  dragged  into  the  world,  did  not  live  long  enough  to  cry* 
1  have  never  feen  it ;  but  that  fuch  a  verfion  there  is,  or  has 
been,  perhaps  feme  old  catalogue  informed  me. 

With  not  much  better  fucceis,  Trapp,  when  his  Tragedy 
and  his  Prele&ions  had  given  him  reputation,  attempted  ano- 
ther blank  verfion  of  the  JEneid  $  to  which,  notwithftanding 
the  flight  regard  with  which  it  was  treated,  he  bad  afterwards 
perfeverance  enough  to  add  the  Eclogues  and  Georgicks. 
His  book  may  continue  in  exiftence  as  long  as  it  is  the  clan- 
deftine  refuge  of  fchool-boys. 

Since  the  Englifli  ear  has  been  accuftomed  to  the  melli- 
fluence of  Pope's  numbers,  and  the  di&ion  of  poetry  has  be- 
come more  fplendid,  new  attempts  have  been  made  to  trans- 
late Virgil :  and  all  his  works  have  been  attempted  by  men 
better  qualified  to  contend  with  Dryden.  I  will  not  engage 
myfelf  in  an  invidious  comparifon,  by  oppofing  one  pafiage 
to  another ;  a  work  of  which  there  would  be  no  end,  and 
ubich  might  be  often  offeufive  without  ufe. 

It  is  not  by  comparing  line  with  line  that  the  merit  of  great 
works  is  to  be  eftimated,  but  by  their  general  effe&s  and  ul- 
timate refult*  It  is  eary  to  note  a  weak  line,  and  write  one 
more  vigorous  in  its  place ;  to  find  a  happioefe  of  expreffion 
in  the  original,  and  tranfplant  it  by  force  into  the  verfion : 
but  what  is  given  to  the  parts  may  be  fubdu&ed  from  the 
whole,  and  the  reader  may  be  weary,  though  the  critick  may 
commend*  Works  of  imagination  excel  by  their  allurement 
and  delight ;  by  their  power  of  attracting  and  detaining  the 
attention.  That  book  is  good  in  vain,  which  the  reader 
throws  away.  He  only  is  the  mafter,  who  keeps  the  mind  in 
pleafing  captivity ;  whofe  pages  are  perufed  with  eagernefs, 
and  m  hope  of  new  pleafure  are  perufed  again ;  and  whofe 
conclufion  is  perceived  with  an  eye  of  forrow,  fuch  as  the 
traveller  cafts  upon  departing  day. 

By  his  proportion  of  this  predomination  I  will  confent  that 
Dryden  ihould  be  tried :  of  this,  which,  in  oppofition  to  rea- 
jbn,  makes  Ariofto  the  darling  and  the  pride  of  Italy ;  of 
vol.  i.  g 
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this,  which,  in  defiance  of  critietfm,  continrtes  SbakfpesM 
the  fovereign  of  the  drama. 

His  lait  work  was  his  Fable*,  m  which  he  gave  us  the  firft 
example  of  a  mode  of  writing  which  the  Italians  call  re/crc- 
cimento,  a  renovation  of  antient  writer*,  by  modernizing 
their  language.  Thus  the  old  poem  of  Btoiardo  has  bees 
riewly-dreffed  by  Domenichi  and  Berni.  The  works  of 
Chaucer,  upon  which  this  kind  of  rejuvenefcence  has  been 
beftowed  by  Drydeu,  require  little  criticifm.  The  tale  of 
the  Cock  feeras  hardly  worth  revival  y  and  the  Dory  of  Pa* 
lamon  and  jircite,  containing  an  a&ion  tmiuitable  to  the  times 
in  *hich  it  is  placed,  can  hardly  be  filtered  to  pafs  without 
cenfure  of  the  hyperbolical  commendation  which  Dryden  has 
given  it  in  the  general  Preface,  and  in  a  poetical  Dedication, 
ft  piece  where  bis  original  fonduefe  of  remote  conceits  feema 
to  have  revived. 

Of  the  three  pieces  borrowed  from  Boccace,  Sigffmvnda 
may  be  defended  by  the  celebrity  of  the  ftory.  Thtodor* 
hnd  Hottoria,  though  it  contains  not  much  moral,  yet  af- 
forded opportunities  of  ftriking  defcription.  And  €ymon 
was  formerly  a  tale  of  fiich  reputation,  that  at  the  revival  of 
letters  it  was  tranflated  into  Latin  by  one  of  the  Beroafds. 
•  Whatever  fabjefts  employed  bis  pen  he  was  ftill  improving 
bur  meafures,  and  embellHhing  oar  language. 

In  this  volume  are  interfperfed  feme  ihort  original  poems, 
which,  with  his  prologues,  epilogues,  and  tongs,  may  be 
fcomprifed  in  Congreve's  remark,  that  even  thofe,  if  he  had 
Vritten  nothing  elfe,  would  have  entitled  him  to  thepraifeof 
^excellence  in  his  kind. 

•  One  compofition  mufl  however  be  dHHnguHhed.  The  odb 
^fbr  St.  Cecilia  s  Dai/,  perhaps  the  laft  effort  of  his  poetry, 
lias  been  always  considered  as  exhibiting  the  higheft  flight  of 
fancy,  and  the  exa&eft  nicety  of  art.  This  is  allowed  to 
•ftand  without  a  rival.  Ff  indeed  there  is  any  excellence  be- 
yond it,  infome  other  of  Dryden's  works  that  excellence 
muft  be  found.    Compared  with  the  ode  on  Killigrew,  h 
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•lay  be  pronounced  perhaps  faperior  in  die  wbole>  b tit  with- 
out any  fingle  part  equal  to  the  firft  ftanza  of  the  other. 

It  10  fiiid  to  have  coft  Dryden  a  fortnight's  labour;  but  it 
does  not  want  it*  negligences ;  tome  of  the  lines  are  without 
correfpoudent  rhymes;  a  defect,  which  I  never  detected  but 
after  an  acquaintance  of  many  years,  and  which  the  enthti* 
fiafm  of  the  writer  might  hinder  him  from  perceiving. 

His  hift  ftanza  has  left  emotion  than  the  fttrmer;  but  it  is 
mot  Ids  elegant  in  the  di&ion.  The  oonckifion  is  vicious  } 
the  mufick  of  Timothev*,  which  raifed  a  mortal  to  thejkie*) 
had  miry  a  metaphorical  power ;  that  of  Cecilia,  which  drem 
«*  angel  down,  had  m  real  effect :  the  crown  therefore  could 
not  reaftmably  be  divided. 

In  a  general  furvey  of  Dryden's  labours*  he  appears  to 
have  a  mind  Very  coamprehenfive  by  nature,  and  much  en- 
riched with  acquired  knowledge.  His  competitions  are  tbt> 
effects  of  a  Vigorous  genius  operating  upon  large  materials* 

The  power  that  predominated  in  his  intellectual  operations 
was  rather  ftrong  reafim  than  quick  fenfibUiry.  Upon  all  oe* 
cafions  that  were  presented,  he  ftudied  rather  than  felt,  and 
produced  fentimeats  not  fiich  as  nature  enforces*  but  medi- 
tation fupplies.  With  the  fimpie  and  elemental  paffions,  as 
they  fpriiig  fejMrat*  in  the  mind,  he  feems  not  much  ac- 
quainted ;  and  feldom  defcribes  them  but  as  they  are  compli- 
cated, by  the  various  relations  of  fociety,  and  confuted  m  the 
tumults  and  agitations  of  life. 

What  he  Jays  of  Love  may  contribute  to  the  explanation  of 
his  charafter : 

Love  various  minds  docs  vatioafly  infpire : 
It  Airs  in  gentle  bofoms  gentk  (ire, 
Like  that  of  inceufe  on  the  altar  laid  ; 
But  raging  flames  tempeftuotis  fouk  invade  j 
/±  fire  which  every  windy  paflion  blows, 
With  pride  it  mounts,  or  with  revenge  it  glows* 

Dryden's  was  not  one  of  the  gentle  bofoms ;  Love,  as  it 
fdbfifts  in  rtfelf,  with  ho  tendency  but  to  the  perfon  loved, 
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and  wilhing  ooty  for  correfpondent  kindnefs ;  fuch  Love  as* 
fhuts  out  all  other  intereft,  the  Love  of  the  Golden  Age,  was 
too  folt  and  fubtle  to  put  his  faculties  in  motion.  He  hardly 
conceived  it  but  in  its  turbulent  eftervefcence  with  fome  other 
defires ;  when  it  was  enflamed  by  rivalry,  or  obftruded  by 
difficulties ;  when  it  invigorated  ambition,  or  exafperated  ie- 
venge. 

-  He  is  therefore,  with  all  his  variety  of  excellence,  not 
often  pathetick ;  and  had  fo  little  fe nubility  of  the  power  of 
effufious  purely  natural,  that  he  did  not  efteem  them  in  others. 
Simplicity  gave  him  no  pleafure  ;  and  for  the  firft  part  of  hisr 
life  he  looked  on  Otway  with  contempt,  though  at  laft,  in- 
deed very  late,  he  confeffed  that  in  his  play  there  was  Na- 
ture, which  is  the  chief  beauty. 

•  We  do  not  alwa)S  know  our  own  motives.  I  am  not  cer? 
tain  whether  it  was  not  rather  the  difficulty  which  be  found  in 
exhibiting  the  genuine  operations  of  the  heart,  than  a  fervile 
fubmiffion  to  au  injudicious  audience,  that  filled  his  plays 
with  falfe  magnificence.  It  was  neceflary  to  fix  attention; 
and  the  mind  can  be  captivated  only  by  recollection,  or  by 
curiofity ;  by  reviving  natural  fentiments,  or  impreflkig  new 
appearances  of  things;  fentences  were  readier  at  hiscaH  thaa 
images;  he  could  more  eafily  fill  the  ear  with  fplendid  no- 
velty, than  awaken  thofe  ideas  that  dumber  in  the  heart. 

The  favourite  exercife  of  bis  mind  was  ratiocination;  and, 
that  argument  might  not  be  too  loon  at  an  end,  he  delighted 
to  talk  of  liberty  and  neccffity,  deftiny  and  contingence ;  thefe 
he  difcufies  in  the  language  of  the  fchool  with  fo  much  pro* 
fundity,  that  the  terms  which  he  ufes  are  not  always  under* 
(food.     It  is  indeed  learning,  but  learning  out  of  place* 

When  once  he  had  engaged  himfelf  in  difputation,  thoughts 
flowed  in  on  either  fide :  he  Mas  now  no  longer  at  a  lofs ;  he 
had  always  objections  and  folutions  at  command;  "  verbaqite 
provifam  rem" — gave  him  matter  for  his  verfe,  and  he  finds 
without  difficulty  verfe  for  his  matter. 
•  lu  Comedy,  for  wnich  he  profeffes  himfelf  not  natural^ 
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qualified,  the  mirth  which  he  excites  will  perhaps  not  be  found 
fo  much  to  arife  from  any  original  humour,  or  peculiarity  of 
chara&er  nicely  diftinguifhed  and  diligently  purfued,  as  from 
incidents  and  circumftances,  artifices  and  furprizes ;  fromjeiis 
of  a&ion  rather  than  of  fentimeut,  What  he  had  of  humor- 
ous or  pafiionate,  he  feems  to  have  had  not  from  nature,  but 
from  other  poets ;  if  not  always  as  a  plagiary,  at  leaft  as  an 
imitator. 

Next  to  argument,  his  delight  was  in  wild  and  daring  fal- 
lies  of  fentitnent,  in  the  irregular  and  eccentrick  violence  of 
wit.  He  delighted  to  tread  upon  the  brink  of  meaning, 
where  light  and  darknefs  begin  to  mingle ;  to  approach  the 
precipice  of  abfurdity,  and  hover  over  the  abyfs  of  tmideal  va- 
cancy. This  inclination  fometimes  produced  nonfenfe,  which 
he  knew;  as, 

Move  fwiftly,  Sun,  and  fly  a  lover's  pace, 
Leave  weeks  and  months  behind  thee  in  thy  race* 

Arpamel  flics 
To  guard  thee  from  the  demons  of  the  air ; 
My  flaming  fword  above  them  to  difplay, 
All  keen,  and  ground  upon  the  edge  of  day. 

And  fometimes  it  iflued  in  abftirdities,  of  which  perhaps  to 
was  not  confeious  i 

Then  we  upon  our  orb's  lad  verge  (hall  go, 

And  fee  the  ocean  leaning  on  the  iky ; 
From  thence  our  rolling  neighbours  we  (hall  know, 

And  ou  the  lunar  world  fecurely  pry.  •> 

Thefe  lines  have  no  meaning ;  but  may  we  not  fay,  in  imi* 
tation  of  Cowley  on  another  book, 

Tis  fo  WVo/en/e  'twill  ferve  the  turn  as  well  t 

This  endeavour  after  the  grand  and  the  new  produced 
many  fentiments  either  great  or  bulky,  and  many  images  ei- 
ther juft  or  fpkndid ; 
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I  am  as  free  as  Nature  firft  made  man,  *> 

Ere  the  bafe  laws  of  fervitudc  bsgan,  * 

When  wild  in  woods  the  noble  favage  ran«  ' 

•— Tis  but  bocaufe  the  Living  death  ne'er  knew, 
They  fear  to  prove  it  as  a  thing  that**  uew  3 
Let  me  th'  experiment  before  you  try, 
I'll  (hew  you  firft  hoiy  eafy  'tis  to  die. 

•?— There  with  a  foreft  of  their  darts  he  drove, 
And  flood  like  Capaneus  defying  Jove, 
With  his  broad  fword  the  poldeft  beating  down, 
Whilf  Fate  grew  pale  left  hefliould  win  the  town, 
And  tin  n'd  the  iron  leaves  of  his  dark  book 
To  make  new  dooms,  or  mend  what  it  miftook. 

—I  beg  no  pity  for  this  mouldering  clay  ; 

For  if  you  give  it  burial,  there  it  takes 

Poflbflion  of  your  earth : 

If  burnt,  and  fcatterM  in  the  air,  the  winds 

That  ftrew  my  duft  diffufe  my  royalty, 

And  fpread  me  o'er  your  clime,  for  where  one  atom. 

Of  mine  ihq.ll  light,  know  there  Sebaftian  reigns. 

Of  thtfe  quotations  the  two  firft  may  be  allowed  to  be  great, 
the  two  latter  only  tumid. 

Offuch  fele&ion  there  is  no  end.  I  will  add  only  a  few 
more  paffages ;  of  which  t^e  firft,  though  it  may  perhaps  be 
quite  clear  in  profe,  is  not  too  obfeure  for  poetry,,  as  the 
meaning  that  it  has  is  noble : 

No,  there  is  a  neceffity  in  Fate, 
Why  ftill  the  brave  bold  man  is  fortunate  5 
He  keeps  his  obje&  ever  full  in  fight ; 
And  that  affurance  holds  him  firm  and  right ; 
True,  'tis  a  narrow  way  that  leads  to  blifs,  -* 

But  right  before  there  is  no  precipice ;  C 

.Sear  makes  men  look  afide,  and  fo  their  footing  mifs.  J 
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Of  *«  »*$ea  which  the  two  following  ciUtTOM0brd>  thf, 
firft  is  elegant,  the  fecond  magnificent;  whether  either  t* 
juft,  let  the  reader  judge  t 

What  precious  drops  are  thcfc, 
Which  Glently  each  other's  track  purfue, 
Bright  as  young  diamonds  in  their  infant  dew  ? 

-Rcfign  your  cafile- 


— Enter,  btfaveSir;  £r»r>  when  you  fpeak  the  word* 
The  gates  fhall  open  of  their  own  accord  j  ; 

The  genius  of  the  place  its  Lord  (ball  meet, 
And  bow  its  towery  forehead  at  your  fee*. 

Thefe  burfts  of  extravagance  Dryden  calls  the  rr  Dalilahs" 
of  the  Theatre ;  and  owns  that  many  neify  hues  of  Maximin 
and  J.lmanzor  call  out  for  vengeance  upon  him ;  "  but  I 
''  knew/*  fays  he,  "lhatthey  were  bad  enough  to  pleafe, 
€t  even  when  I  wrote  tbeoi."  There  is  furely  reafou  to  fuf- 
pect  that  he  pleafed  himfelf  as  well  as  his  audience ;  and  that 
thefe,  like  the  harlots  of  other  men,  had  his  love,  though 
not  bis  approbation. 

He  had  fometimes  faults  of  a  lefs  generous  and  fpkndid 
kind.  He  makes,  like  altnoft  all  other  poets,  very  frequent 
life  of  mythology,  and  fometimes  connec)*  religion  and  fabl* 
tooclofely  without  dh%in&ion. 

He  defcenda  to  difplay  his  knowledge  with  podantick  often* 
tation;  as  when,  m  translating  Virgil,  He  fay3,  "  tack  to  tfctf 
«*  larboard'* — and  "  veer  ftarboard  ;w  and  talks  in  another 
work,  of  '*  virtue  fpooning  before  the  W*udf,%— +Hk  vanity  now 
tad  then  betrays  his  ignorance ; 

They  Nature's  king  throujh  Nature's  opXicks  vjew'4  ; 
Revefs'di  they  vic\\'d  l>in&  lofleu'cli  to  tueir  eyes/' 

|le  had  heard  of  reverting  a  telefcope,  and  unluckily  reverfei 
the  object. 
He  is  fometimes  unexpectedly  mean,    When  he  describes 
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the  Supreme  Being  as  moved  by  prayer  to  flop  die  Fire  of 
London,  what  is  his  expreffion  ? 

A  hollow  cryftal  pyramid  he  takes, 

In  firmamental  waters  dipp'd  above, 
Of  this  a  broad  extinguijher  he  makes, 

And  hoods  the  flames  that  to  their  quarry  (bore. 

When  he  defcribes  the  Laft  Pay,  and  the  decifive  tribunal, 
he  intermingles  this  image  : 

When  rattling  bones  together  fly, 
From  the  four  quarters  of  the  (ky. 

It  was  indeed  never  in  his  power  to  refift  the  temptation  of 
a  jeft,    In  his  Elegy  on  Cromwell ; 

No  fooner  was  the  Frenchman's  cauffe  embracV), 
Than  the  light  Monjkur  the  grave  Don  outweigh'd  J 
His  fortune  turn'd  the  fcale  — — ^* 

He  had  a  vanity,  unworthy  of  his  abilities,  to  {hew,  as  may 
be  fufpe&ed,  the  rank  of  the  company  with  whom  he  lived, 
by  the  ufe  of  French  words,  which  had  then  crept  into  con* 
verfotion ;  fuch  asfraichcur  for  coolnefs,  fougue  for  turbu- 
knee,  and  a  few  more,  none  of  which  the  language  has  in* 
corporated  or  retained.  They  continue  only  where  they 
Hood  firft,  perpetual  warnings  to  future  innovators. 

Thefe  are  his  faults  of  affe&ation;  his  faults  of  negligence 
are  beyopd  recital.  Such  is  the  unevennefe  of  bis  compo* 
fitions,  that  ten  lipes  are  feldoni  found  together  without  fome- 
thing  of  which  the  reader  is  alhamed.  Pryden  was  no  rigid 
judge  of  his  own  pages  ;  he  feldoni  ftruggled  after  fupreme 
excellence,  but  fnatched  in  hafte  what  w  as  within  his  reach  ; 
and  when  he  could  content  others,  was  hipafelf  contented* 
He  did  not  keep  prefent  to  his  mind  an  idea  of  pureperfeo- 
tlpn  ;•  nor  compare  his  works,  fuch  as  they  were,  with  what 
they  might  be  made.    He  knew  to  whom  he  lhould  be  op* 
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poled.  He  had  more  mufick  than  Waller,  more  vigour  than 
Denham,  and  more  nature  than  Cowley ;  ami  from  bis  con* 
temporaries  he  was  in  no  danger.  Standing  therefore  in  the 
higbeft  place,  he  had  no  care  to  rife  by  contending  with  him* 
felf ;  but,  while  there  was  no  name  above  his  own,  was  wil- 
ling to  enjoy  fame  on  the  eafieft  terms. 

He  was  no  lover  of  labour.  What-  he  thought  fufficient, 
lie  did  not  ftop  to  make  better ;  and  allowed  himfelf  to  leave 
many  parts  unfiniihed,  in  confidence  that  the  good  lines  would 
overbalance  the  bad.  What  he  had  once  written,  he  dif> 
miffed  from  his  thoughts ;  and  I  believe  there  is  no  example 
to  be  found  of  any  correction  or  improvement  made  by  him 
after  publication.  The  haftinefs  of  his  productions  might  be 
the  effect  of  neceffity  :  but  his  fubfequent  neglect  could  hardly 
have  any  other  caufe  than  impatience  of  ftudy. 

What  can  be  faid  of  his  verification  will  be  little  more  than 
a  dilatation  of  the  praife  given  it  by  Pope  : 


Waller  was  fmooth ;  but  Dryden  taught  to  join 
The  varying  verfe,  the  full  refounding  line, 
The  long  majeftic  march,  and  energy  divine. 
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'  Some  improvements  had  been  already  made  in  EnglHh 
Bombers ;  but  the  full  force  of  our  language  was  not  yet  felt; 
the  verfe  that  was  fmooth  was  commonly  feeble.  If  Cowley 
had  fometimes  a  finifhed  line,  he  had  it  by  chance.  Dryden 
knew  how  to  chufe  the  flowing  and  the  fonorous  words;  to 
-vary  the  paufes,  and  adjuft  the  accents ;  to  diverfify  the  ca* 
dence,  and  yet  preferve  the  fmoothnefs  of  his  metre. 

Of  Triplets  and  Alexandrines,  though  he  did  uot  introduce 
the  ufe,  he  eftablifhed  it.  The  Triplet  has  long  fubfifted 
among  as.  Dryden  feems  not  to  have  traced  it  higher  than 
to  Chapman's  Homer;  but  it  is  to  be  found  in  Phaer's  Vir- 
gil, written  in  the  reign  of  Mary  ;  and  in  Hall's  Satires,  pub* 
ttfad  five  years  before  the  death  of  Elizabeth. 
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The  Alexandrine  wm,  I  believe,  ,&ft  ufed  by  Sptnfer,  fee 
the  fake  of  clofing  his  ftauga  with  a  fuller  (bund.  We  had  * 
>  longer  roeafure  of  fourteen  fy  liable*,  into  which  the  JEueid 
was  tnipflated  by  Phaer,  and  other  works  of  the  entient*  bp 
other  writers;  of  which  Chapman's  Iliad  was,  I  believe,  tha 
laft. 

The  two  flrft  lines  of  laser's  third  JEneid  will  eaemphfy 
this  meafure ; 

When  Afia's  (late  was  overthrown,  and  Priam's  kingdom  (lout, 
AU  guiltieik,  by  the  power  of  gods  above  was  rooted  out. 

As  tbefe  lines  bad  their  break,  or  c<zfura,  always  at  the 
eighth  fyllahle,  it  was  thought,  in  time,  commodious  to  divide 
them :  and  quatrains  of  lines,  alternately,  confiding  of  eight 
*ud  fix  fyllabks,  make  the  moft  foft  and  pleafing  of  our  ly» 
rick  meafures ;  as, 

Relentlefs  Time,  deflroying  power, 

Which  (lone  and  brafc  ohcy, 
Who  giv'ftto  ev'ry  flying  hour 

To  work  fome  new  decay. 

In  the  Alexandrine,  when  its  power  was  once  felt,  fojue 
poems,  as  Drayton's  Polyolbion,  were  wholly  written*  9*4 
fttmetimea  the  meafures  of  twelve  and  fourteen  fyllable*  w  ewi 
interchanged  with  one  another.  Cowley  was  the  hrft  ihqt  im 
ferted  the  Alexandrine  at  pleafiue  among  the  beroick  liuea  of 
ten  fyllablea,  and  from  him  Dryden  profefiea  to  hav*  adopted 
it.  # 

The  Triplet  and  Alexandrine  are  not  univerfally  approved. 
Swift  always  cenfcwed  them,  and  wrote  fome  hues  to  ridicul* 
them.  In  examining  their  propriety,  it  ia  to  be  canfidere4 
that  the  effeace  ef  verfe  is  regularity,  and  its  ornament  is  v*, 
riety.  To  write  verfe,  is  to  difpofa  fyllaMea  and  feued*  hav^ 
monically  by  fome  known  and  fettled  nil*;  a  rule  bramfc 
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hue  enough  to  fubftitute  flmiKtude  far  idemity,  to  admit  change 
without  breach  of  order,  and  to  relieve  the  ear  without  difc 
appointing  it.  Tims  a  Latin  hexameter  is  formed  from  dac» 
tyla  and  fpondecs  cjifferently  combined ;  the  Eugliih  heroicjr 
admits  of  acute  or  grave  fyllakdes  variou%  difpoied.  The 
Latin  never  deviates  into  feveu  feet,  or  exceeds  the  number 
of  feventeen  fyllables  ;  but  the  Engljih  Alexandrine  break* 
the  lawful  bouuds,  and  furprifes  the  reader  with  two  fyllables 
more  than  be  expected. 

The  effeft  of  the  Triplet  is  the  feme ;  the  ear  has  been 
accuftomed  to  expert  a  new  rhyme  in  every  couplet ;  but  is 
op  a  fiidden  fijrprifed  with  three  rhymes  together,  to  which 
the  reader  could  not  accommodate  his  voice,  did  he  not  ob* 
tab  notice  of  the  change  from  tbe  braces  of  the  margins. 
Surely  there  is  fomething  uuikilful  in  the  neceffity  of  fuch  me- 
chanical direction. 

Coufidering  the  metrical  art  Amply  as  a  fcience,  and  conse- 
quently excluding  all  cafualty,  we  muft  allow  that  Triplets 
and  Alexandrines!  inferted  by  caprice,  are  interruptions  of 
that  constancy  to  which  fcience  afpires.  And  though  the. 
variety  which  they  produce  may  very  juftly  be  defired,  yet,  to 
make  poetry  exa6t,  there  ought  to  be  fome  ftated  mode  of 
admitting  them. 

But  till  fome  fuch  regulation  can  be  formed,  I  wiib  them 
tell  to  be  retained  in  their  prefent  ftate.  They  are  fometimea 
convenient  to  the  poet.  Fenton  was  of  opinion,  that  Dry* 
den  was  too  liberal,  and  Pope  too  fparing,  in  their  ufe. 

Tfce  rhymes  of  J)ryden  are  commonly  juft,  and  he  valued 
himfelf  for  his  r  eadinefs  in  finding  them  5  but  he  is  fometime* 
open  to  objection. 

It  is  the  common  pra&ice  of  our  poets  to  end  the  fecon4 
line  with  a  weak  or  grave  fyllable : . 

Together  p'er  the  Alps  methink*  we  fly, 
FiU'd  with  ideas  of  fair  Italy. 

Dryden  fometiines  puts  the  weak  rhyme  in  the  6p&  1 
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Laugh  all  the  powers  that  favour  tyranny  f 
And  all  the  Handing  army  of  the  iky. 

Sometimes  be  concludes  a  period  or  paragraph  with  the 
firft  line  of  a  couplet,  which,  though  the  French  feem  to  do 
it  without  irregularity,  always  difpleafes  in  Englifh  poetry. 

The  Alexandrine,  though  much  his  favourite,  is  not  al- 
ways very  diligently  fabricated  by  him.  It  invariably  requires 
a  break  at  the  fix  th  fy  liable;  anile  which  the  modern  French 
poets  never  violate,  but  which  Dryden  fometimes  negleded : 

And  with  paternal  thunder  vindicates  his  throne. 

Of  Dryden's  works  it  was  faid  by  Pope,  that  he  ft  could 
€t  fele&  from  them  better  fpecimens  of  every  mode  of  poetry 
**  than  any  other  Englilh  writer  could  fupply."  Perhaps  no 
nation  ever  produced  a  writer  that  enriched  his  language  with 
fuch  a  variety  of  models.  To  him  we  owe  the  improvement, 
perhaps  the  completion  of  our  metre,  the  refinement  of  our 
language,  and  much  of  the  correftnefs  of  our  fentiments* 
By  him  we  were  taught  "  fapere  and  fari,"  to  think  naturally 
and  exprefs  forcibly.  Though  Davies  has  reafoned  in  rhyme 
before  him,  it  may  be  perhaps  maintained  that  he  was  the 
firft  who  joined  argument  with  poetry.  He  fliewed  us  the 
true  bounds  of  a  tranflater's  liberty.  What  was  faid  of  Rome, 
adorned  by  Auguftus,  may  be  applied  by  an  eafy  metaphor  to 
English  poetry  embelliflied  by  Dryden,  "  lateritiam  invenit, 
"  marmoream  reliquit."  He  found  it  brick,  and  he  left  it 
marble. 

'  The  invocation  before  the  Georgicks  is  here  inferted  from 
Mr.  Milbourne's  verfion,  that,  according  to  his  own  propo- 
fal  *,  his  verfes  may  be  compared  with  tbofe  which  he  ceu- 
fures. 

•  It  ir  Iangfcable  enongh  to  read  John  Dunton's  appreciation  of  Milboorne* 
poetical  talents:  •• Moll  other  perfection*,  are  fo  far  from  matching  his,  they 
deferve  not  to  be  mention'd.  .His  trmtJUtiom  are  fine,  and  trae;  bis  preach-, 
ing  fnblime,  and  rational)  and  he's  a  fitlUroU  fM  I"  Ponton's  life  and 
Eaorftj&c.p.45i.   T. 
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What  makes  the  richeft  tilth,  beneath  what  figns 

To  plough,  and  when  to  match  your  elms  and  vine*  ; 

What  care  with  flocks,  and  what  with  herds  agrees, 

And  all  the  management  of  frugal  bees ; 

I  fing,  Maecenas!  Ye  imraenfely  clear, 

Vaft  orbs  of  light,  which  guide  the  rolling  year : 

Bacchus,  and  mother  Ceres,  if  by  you 

Wc  fatt'nitig  corn  for  hungry  mqjt  purfue, 

If,  taught  by  you,  we  find  the  clufier  preft, 

And  thin  cold Jtr earns  with  Sprightly  juice  refrefht ; 

Ye  fawns,  the  prefent  numens  of  the  field, 

Wood  nymphs  and  fawns,  your  kind  affiftance  yield; 

Your  gifts  I  fing :  and  thou,  at  whole  fear'd  (broke 

From  rending  earth  the  fiery  courfer  broke, 

Great  Neptune,  O  aflift  my  artful  fong  ! 

And  thou  to  whom  the  woods  and  groves  belong, 

Whofe  fnowy  heifers  on  her  flow'ry  plains 

In  mighty  herds  the  Caan  J/le  maintains ! 

Pan,  happy  fhepherd,  if  thy  cares  divine, 

B  er  to  improve  thy  Mstnalus  incline, 

Leave  thy  Lycctan  wood  and  native  grove, 

And  with  thy  lucky  fmiles  our  work  approve  y 

Be  Pallas  too,  fweet  oil's  inventor,  kind ; 

And  he  who  firft  the  crooked  plough  defign'd, 

Syhanus,  god  of  all  the  woods,  appear, 

Whofe  hands  a  new -drawn  tender  cyprefs  bear ! 

Ye  gods  and  goddejj'es,  who  e'er  with  love 

Would  guard  our  paftures  and  our  fields  improve; 

Ye,  who  new  plants  from  unknown  lauds  fupplyt 

And  with  condenfing  clouds  obfeure  the  fey, 

And  drop  them  foftly  thence  in  fruitful  mowers  ; 

Affift  my  enterprise  ye  gentle  powers ! 

And  thou,  great  Caefar !  though  we  know  not  yet 
Among  what  gods  thou'lt  fix  thy  lofty  feat; 
Whether  thou'lt  be  the  kind  tutelar  god 
Of  thy  own  Rome,  or  with  thy  awful  nod 
Guide  the  vaft  world,  while  thy  great  hand  (hall  bear 
4*he  fruits  and  feafons  of  the  turning  year, 
Aud  thy  bright  brows  thy  mother's  myrtles  wear  ; 
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Whether  thoult  all  the  boundlefs  ocean  fway* 
And  fea-men  only  to  thyfelf  /hall  pray ; 
Thule,  the  faireft  iflandy  kneel  to  thee, 
And,  that  thou  may 'ft  her  Ton  by  marriage  be, 
Tethyt  will  for  the  happy  purchafe  yield 
To  make  a  dowry  of  her  wat'fy  field  : 
Whether  thou'lt  add  to  Heaven  a  brighter  Jtgnf 
And  o'er  the/ummcr  months  ferencly  fhine  j 
Where  between  Cancer  and  Erigone, 
There  yet  remains  a  fpacious  roofn  for  thee  ; 
Where  the  hot  Scorpion  too  his  arm  declines, 
And  more  to  thee  than  half  his  arch  rcfigns ; 
Whate'er  thou'lt  be  ;  for  lure  the  realms  below 
No  juft  pretence  to  thy  command  can  mow  t 
No  fuch  ambition  fways  thy  vaft  defires, 
Though  Greece  her  own  Elyfian  Fields  admires. 
And  now,  at  lad,  contented  Prqferpme 
Can  all  her  mother's  earned  prayers  decline. 
Whate'er  thou'lt  be,  O  guide  our  gentle  courfe ; 
And  with  thy  fmiles  our  bold  attempts  enforce  ; 
With  me  th'  unknowing  rufiicks9  wants  relieve, 
And,  though  on  earth,  our  facred  vows  receive ! 

Mr.  DRYDEN,  having  received  from  Rymer  his  Be- 

marks  on  the  Tragedies  of  the  lafi  Jge,  wrote  obfervations 

on  the  blank  leaves ;  which.,  having  been  in  the  pofleilion  of 

Mr.  Garrick;  are  by  his  favour  communicated  to  the  publick, 

,that  no  particle  of  Dry  den  may  be  loft. 

"  That  we  may  left  wonder  why  pity,  and  terror  are  not 
"  now  the  only  fprings  on  which  our  tragedies  move,  and  that 
"  Shakfpeare  may  be  more  excufed,  Raptn  confeffes  that 
"  the  French  tragedies  now  all  run  on  the  tendrt ;  and  gives 
"  the  reafon,  becaufe  love  is  the  paflion  which  moft  predo- 
"  minates  in  our  fouls,  and  that  therefore  the  pafiions  repre- 
"  fented  become  infipid,  unlets  they  are  conformable  to  the 
"  thoughts  of  the  audience.  But  it  is  to  be  conclude^  that 
"  this  paflion  works  not  now  amongft  the  French  fo  ftronglj 
u  as  the  other  two  did  amongft  the  antieuts.    Amongft  us. 

Digitized  by  VjOOQlC 


tXPE  OF  DRYDEN.  <*1 

«!*wlio  feme*  firong&r  gefttfts  for  writing,  the  Operations  from 
•?  the  writing  are  much  ftronger ;  for  the  raiting  of  Shak- 
4(  fpeWa  patilons  is  more  from  the  excellency  of  the  words 

*  and  thoughts,  than  the  juftnefs  of  the  occafion ;  and,  if  he 
u  has  been  able  to  pfck  tingle  occafions,  he  has  never  founded 

*  the  whole  reafohably :    yet>   by   the  genius  of  poetry  in 

*  writing,  he  has  facceeded* 

u  Rapin  attributes  more  to  the  diftio,  that  is,  to  the  words 

*  and  difcourfe  of  a  tragedy,  than  Ariftorie  has  done,  who 
"  ptaees  tbem  in  the  kfft  rank  of  beauties  5  perhaps,  only 
u  loft  in  order,  becaufe  they  are  the  kft  produft  of  the  de- 

*  fign,  of  the  difpofition  or  connexion  of  its  parts ;  of  the 
"  cfaaraders,  of  the  manners  of  thofe  characters,  and  of  the 
u  thought*  proceeding  from  thofe  manners.  Rapin's  words 
**  are  remarkable  t  lis  not  the  admirable  intrigue,  the  fur* 
"  prifog  events,  and  extraordinary  incidents,  that  make  the 
"  beauty  of  a  tragedy ;  'tis  the  dtfeourfes,  when  they  are  na- 
1'  fural  andpaffioriate:  fo  are  Shakfpeare's. 

«    u  The  parts  of  a  poem,  tragick  or  heroick,  are, 
u  1.  The  fable  itfelf. 
49  «.  Tte  order  or  manner  of  its  contrivance,  in  relation 

*  6f  the  parts  to  the  whole. 

"  S.  The  manners,  or  decency,  of  the  charafters,  in  fpeak- 
"'  irtg  Or  a&ing  what  is  proper  for  them,  and  proper  to  be 
m  (hewn  by  the  poet. 

w  4.  The  thoughts  which  exprefs  the  manners. 

**  6.  The  words  which  exprefs  thofe  thoughts. 

u  In  the  laft  of  thefe  Homer  exceb  Virgil;  Virgil  all  the 
m  other  antient  poets ;  and  Shakfpeare  all  modern  poets. 

*'  For  the  fecond  of  thefe,  the  order:  the  meaning  is,  that 
w  «  fable  ought  to  have  a  beginning,  middle,  and  an  end,  all 
"*  jcrft  and  natnral;  fo  that  that  part,  t.  g.  which  is  in  the 
"  middle,  could  not  naturally  be  the  beginning  or  end,  and 
m  fo  of  the  reft :  all  depend  on  one  another,  like  the  links  of 

*  a  Curious  chain.     If  terror  and  pity  are  only  to  be  raifed, 
**  certainly  this  author  follows  Ariftode's  rules,  and  Bopho* 

Digitized  byVjOOQlC 


cxa  LIFE  OF  DRYDEN. 

u  cW  and  Euripides'  example ;  but  joy  may  be  railed  too, 
"  and  that  doubly,  either  by  feeing  a  wicked  man  puntfbed, 
u  or  a  good  man  at  laft  fortunate ;  or  perhaps  indignation,  to 
"  fee  wickednefc  profperous,  and  goodnefs  deprefled :  both 
"  thefe  may  be  profitable  to  the  end  of  a  tragedy,  refonna- 
"  tion  of  manners ;  but  the  laft  improperly,  only  as  it  begets 
"  pity  in  the  audience ;  though  Ariftotle,  I  confefr,  placet 
"  tragedies  of  this  kind  in  the  fecond  form. 

"  He  who  undertakes  to  anfwer  this  excellent  critique,  of 
"  Mr.  Ryiner,  in  behalf  of  our  EnglUh  poets  againft  the 
"  Greek,  ought  to  do  it  in  this  manner :  either  by  yielding 
"  to  him  the  greateft  part  of  what  he  contends  for,  which 
"  confifts  in  this,  that  the  *«Wor,  i.  e.  the  defign  and  condftft 
"  of  it,  is  more  conducing  iu  the  Greeks  to  tkofe  ends  of  tra* 
"  gedy,  which  Ariftotle  and  he  propofe,  namely,  to  cyufil 
€t  terrour  and  pity ;  yet  the  granting  this  does  not  fet  the 
"  Greeks  above  the  Engliih  poets. 

"  But  the  anfwerer  ought  to  prove  two  things :  firft,  that 
"  the  fable  is  not  the  greateft  mafter-piece  of  a  tragedy, 
Vf  though  it  be  the  foundation  of  it. 

"  Secondly,  that  other  ends  as  fuitable  to  the  nature  of 
"  tragedy  may  be  found  in  the  Eugltfh,  which  were  not  m 
«  the  Greek. 

"  Ariftotle  places  the  fable  firft ;  not  quoad  dignitatem^ 
€t  fed  quoad  fundamentum  :  for  a  fable,  never  fo  movingly 
"  contrived  to  thofe  ends  of  his,  pity  and  terrour,  will  ope* 
u  rate  nothing  on  our  affe&ions,  except  .the  chara&ers,  man- 
i€  ners,  thoughts,  and  words,  are  fuitable. 

"  So  that  it  remains  for  Mr.  Rymer  to  prove,  that  in  all 
"  thofe,  or  the  greateft  part  of  them,  we  are  inferior  to  So* 
u  phocles  and  Euripides ;  and  this  he  has  offered  at,  ka 
"  fome  meafure ;  tut,  1  think,  a  little  partially  to  the  an* 
u  cients. 

"  For  the  fable  itfelf,  'tis  in  the  Engliih  more  adorned 
"  with  epifodes,  and  larger  than  in  the  Greek  poets ;  confo- 
u  quently  more  diverting.    For,  if  the  aftion  be  but  otM^ 
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"  and  that  plain,  without  any  cotmtertuni  of  defign  or  ept* 
"  fede,  i.  e.  underplot,  how  can  it  be  fo  pleafiog  astheEng* 
"  Ufli,  which  have  both  uuderplot  and  a  turned  defign,  which. 
"  keepa  the  audience  in  expectation  of  the  cataftropbei 
"  whereas  in  the  Greek  poets  we  fee  through  the  whole  de» 

*  %n  at  fiift. 

"  For  the  chara£ters,  they  are  neither  fo  many  nor  fo  vu* 
"  nous  in  Sophocles  and  Euripides,  as  in  Sbakfpeare  and 
"  ffetefor ;  puJy  they  are  more  adapted  to  thofe  aids  of  tra* 
"  gedy  which  Ariftotle  commends  to  us,  pity  and  tejrrour. 

"  The  manners  flow  from  the  characters,  and  confequeody 
m  muft  partake  of  their  advantages  *od  disadvantages. 

"  The  thoughts  and  word*,  which  are  die  fourth  and  fifth 

*  beauties  of  tragedy,  ve  certainly  mora  noble  and  mora 
"  poetical  in  the  Eogiiflj  than  »  the  Greeks  which  muft  be 
"  proved  by  comparing  them  fomewhat  more  equitably  tha* 
"  Mr*  Rymer  has  done. 

"  After  aU,  we  need  not  yield  that  the  Euglifli  way  is  left 
u  conducing  to  move  pity  and  tenrour,  b*c*ufe  they  ofta* 
a  Jhew  virtue  opprefied  and  vice  punUhed;  where  they  d* 
K  pot  both,  or  either,  they  are  not  to  be  defended. 

"  And  if  we  fhould  grant  that  the  Greelca  performed  thif 
"  better,  perhaps  it  may  admit  of  dilute,  whether  pity  and 
"  terrourare  either  die  prime,  or  at  iaaft  the  only  ends  of 
"twgedy. 

"  ills  not  enough  that  Ariftotb  bud  Mfo;  for  AriAotl* 
"  drew  his  models  of  tragedy  from  Sophocles  and  Euripides  $ 
u  and  if  he  had  feen  ours,  might  have  changed  bis  mind. 
u  And  chiefly  we  have  to  Jay,  (what  I  hinted  on  pity  and  tea- 
"  rour,  in  the  laft  paragraph  lave  one),  that  the  punifluneoC 
u  of  vice  and  reward  of  virtue  are  the  moft  adequate  ends  of 
"  tragedy,  becaufe  moft  conducing  to  good  example  of  life. 
u  Now,  pky  is  not  fo  eafily  railed  for  a  criminal  (and  the  an* 
u  cient  tragedy  always  reprefents  its  chief  perfon  fuch)  as  it 
"  is  for  an  innocent  man ;  and  the  fuffering  of  innocence  and. 

*  pnmftment  of  the  offender  is  of  the  nature  of  Englifh  tra- 
vol.  i.  h 
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"  gedy  •  contrarily,  in  the  Greek,  innocence  is  unhappy  ot 
u  ten,  and  the  offender  efcapes.  Then  we  are  not  touched 
"  with  the  fuffefings  of  any  fort  of  men  fo  much  as  of  lovers; 
"  and  this  was  almoft  unknown  to  the  ancients :  fo  that  they 
"  neither  administered  poetical  juftice,  of  which  Mr.  Rymer 
u  boafts,  fo  well  as  we ;  neither  knew  they  the  beft  eommon- 
u  jdace  of  pity,  which  is  love. 

"  He  therefore  unjuftly  blames  us  for  not  building  on 
"  what  the  ancients  left  us ;  for  it  feems,  upon  eonfideratioo 
€t  of  the  premifes,  that  we  have  wholly  finifhed  what  they  be^ 
u  gan. 

"  My  judgment  on  this  piece  is  this :  that  it  is  extremely 
"  learned,  but  that  the  author  of  it  is  better  read  in  the 
u  Greek  than  in  the  Englilh  poets ;  that  alt  writers  ought  to 
u  ftudy  this  critique,  as  the  beft  account  I  have  ever  fees  of 
4i  the  ancients ;  that  the  model  of  tragedy,  he  has  here  given^ 
"  is  excellent,  and  extremely  correft ;  but  that  it  is  not  th% 
u  only  model  of  all  tragedy,  becanie  it  is  too  much  circom- 
"  fcribed  in  plot*  charaSers,  &c.  and,  laftly,  that  we  ma) 
"  be  taught  here  juftly  to  admire  and  imitate  the  ancients, 
"  without  giving  them  the  preference  with  this  avthor,  in, 
n  prejudice  to  our  own  country. 

"  Want  of  method  in  this  excellent  treatife  makes  the 
H  thoughts  of  the  author  fometimes  obfcure. 

"  His  meaning,  that  pity  and  terrour  are  to  be  moved,  is, 
a  that  they  are  to  be  moved  as  the  means  conducing  to  the. 
"  ends  of  tragedy,  which  are  pleafure  and  iiinru&km. 

"  And  thefe  two  ends  may  be  thus  diftinguiwed.  The 
m  chief  end  of  the  poet  is  to  pleafe;  for  hi*  immediate  repti- 
"  tation  depends  on  it. 

"  The  great  end  of  the  poem  is  to  mftrud,  which  is  per- 
**  formed  by  making  pleafure  the  vehicle  of  that  inftru&ton; 
"  for,  poefy  is  an  art,  and  all  arts  are  made  to  profit.  2Za<- 
u  pin. 

"  The  pity,  which  the  poet  is  to  labour  for,  is  for  the 
"  criminal,  not  for  thofe  or  him  whom  he  ha*  murdered,-  or 
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*  who  have  been  the  occafion  of  the  tragedy.  The  terroaf 
"  is  likewife  in  the  puniihmentof  the  fame  criminal;  who,  if 
u  he  be  reprefented  too  great  an  offender,  will  not  be  pi- 
tc  tied ;  if  altogether  innocent,  his  puniJhment  will  be  unjufh 

u  Another  obfcurity  is,  where  he  Jays>  Sophocles  perfected 
u  tragedy  by  introducing  the  third  a&or:  that  is,  he  meant 
"  three  kinds  of  a&ion ;  one  company  tinging,  or  fpeaking ; 
**  another  playing  on  the  mufick ;  a  third  dancing. 

"  To  make  a  true  judgment  in  this  competition  betwixt 
"  the  Greek  poets  and  the  Engliib,  in  tragedy : 

«  Confider,  firft,  how  Ariftotle  has  defined  a  tragedy.  Se* 
u  coodly,  what  he  affigns  the  end  of  it  to  be.  Thirdly,  what 
"  be  thinks  the  beauties  of  it.  Fourthly,  the  means  to  at- 
w  tain  the  end  propofed. 

"  Compare  the  Greek  and  EnglHh  tragick  poets  juftly,  and 
"  without  partiality,  according  to  thofe  rules. 

"  Then,  fecondly,  confider  whether  Ariftotle  has  made  a 
"  juft  definition  of  tragedy ;  of  its  parts,  of  its  ends,  and  of 
"  its  beauties;  and  whether  he>  having  not  feen  any  others. 
"  but  thofe  of  Sophocles,  Euripides,  &c.  had  or  truly  could 
"  determine  what  all  the  excellencies  of  tragedy  are,  and 
"  wherein  they  confift. 

"  Next,  fhew  in  what  ancient  tragedy  was  deficient :  for 
"  example,  in  the  narrownefs  of  its  plots,  and  fewnefi  of 
"  perfons;  and  try  whether  that  be  not  a  fault  in  the  Greek 
"  poets ;  and  whether  their  excellency  was  fo  great,  when 
"  the  variety  was  Vifibly  fo  little ;  or  whether  what  they  did 
m  was  not  very  eafy  to  do. 

u  Then  make  a  judgment  on  what  the  Englifli  have  added 
"  to  their  beauties:  as,  for  example,  not  only  more  plot, 
*  but  alfo  new  paffions ;  as,  namely,  that  of  love,  fcarcehy 
"  touched  on  by  the  ancients,  except  in  this  one  example  of 
"  Phaedra,  cited  by  Mr.  Rymer ;  and  in  that  how  fliort  they 
m  were  of  Fletcher ! 

"  Prove  alfo  that  love,  being  an  heroick  paffion,  is  fit  for 
"  tragedy,  which  cannot  be  denied,  becaufe  of  the  example 

h2 
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"  alleged  of  Phsfidra ;  and  bow  far  ShaMpeare  has  outdone 
"  Ji^m  in  friencMhip,  &c. 

"  To  return  to  tbe  beginning  of  this  enquiry ;  confider  if 
"  pity  mud  terrour  be  enough  for  tragedy  to  move :  and  I  be- 
**  lieve,  upon  a  true  definition  of  tragedy,  it  will  be  found 
"  tint  its  work  extendi  farther,  and  that  k  k  to  reform  man- 
"  ners,  by  a  delightful  reprefentation  of  human  life  in  great 
€€  perfons,  by  way  of  dialogue.  If  this  be  true,  then  not 
«  only  paly  and  terrour  are  to  be  moved,  as  die  only  means 
"  to  bring  us  to  virtue,  bat  generally  love  to  virtue,  and  ha  - 
€€  tred  to  vice ;  by  fhewmg  the  rewards  of  one,  and  punifh- 
-  u  meats  of  the  other ;  at  leaft,  by  rendering  virtue  always 
t€  amiable,  though  it  be  Aewn  unfortunate ;  and  vice  detefta* 
u  ble,  though  it  be  fhewn  triumphant* 

"  If,  then,  tbe  encouragement  of  virtue  and  difeourage- 
"  ment  of  vice  be  the  proper  ends  of  poetry  in  tragedy,  pity 
"  and  terrour,  though  good  means,  are  not  the  only.  For  all 
"  the  paflioos,  in  their  turns,  are  to  be  fet  in  a  ferment;  as 
"  joy,  anger,  love,  fear,  are  to  be  ufed  as  the  poet's  oom- 
4t  moa-plaoes;  and  a  general  concernment  for  the  principal 
"  a&ors  is  to  be  raifed,  by  making  them  appear  fiich  in  their 
"  charaders,  their  words,  and  a&ioni,  as  wiM  intereft  the 
u  audience  in  their  fortunes. 

"  And  if,  after  all,  in  a  larger  fenfe,  pity  comprehends 
4€  this  concernment  for  the  good,  and  terrour  includes  de- 
**  teftatioa  for  the  bad,  then  let  us  confider  whether  the 
*'  Englifh  have  not  anfwered  this  end  of  tragedy  as  wefl  as 
"  the  ancients,  or  perhaps  better. 

«  And  here  Mr.  Rymer's  obje&ons  agaiaft  tfaefe  plays 
^  are  to  be  impartially  weighed,  that  we  may  fee  whether 
"  they  are  of  weight  enough  to  turn  the  balance  againft  our 
€€  countrymen. 

"  T»  evident  thofe  plays,  which  be  arraigns,  have  moved 
u  both  thofe  paflions  in  a  high  degree  upon  the  ftage. 

"  To  give  the  glory  of  this  away  from  the  poet,  and  to 
*'  place  it  upon  the  a&ors,  feems  unjujL 
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*  One  veafbn  is,  becaufe  whoever  aftors  they  have  found, 

«*  the  event  has  been  the  fetne ;  that  is,   die  feme  patterns 

*<  have  been  always  moved ;  which  {hews  that  there  is  fotne- 

m  thing  of  force  and  merit  in  the  plays  themfelves,  conducing 

"  to  the  defign  of  railing  thefe  two  paffions :  and  fuppofe 

"  tbem  ever  to  have  been  exceUendy  a&ed,  yet  action  only 

-"  adds  grace,  vigour,  and  more  life,   upon  the  ftage ;  bat 

'"  cannot  give  it  wholly  where  k  is  not  firft.     But,  fecondly, 

"  I  dare  appeal  to  thofe  who  have  never  feen  diem  a&ed,  if 

m  they  have  not  found  thefe  two  paffions  moved  within  them; 

"  and  if  the  general  voice  will  carry  it,  Mr.  Rymer's  preja- 

H  dice  will  take  off  his  tingle  teftimony.  % 

"  This,  being  matter  of  fcft,  isieafonably  to  be  eflaMtth- 
44  od  by  this  appeal  v  as,  if  one  man  feys  it  is  night,  when 
"  the  reft  of  the  world  conclude  it  to  bn  day,  there  needs  no 
"  farther  argument  again*  him,  that  it  is  fo. 

"  If  be  urge,  that  the  general  tafte  is  depraved,  his  aigu- 
"  meats  to  prove  this  can  at  baft  bat  evince  that  our  poets 
"  look  not  the  beft  way  to  raife  thofe  paffions ;  but  expe- 
u  rieace  proves  *gainft  him,  that  thofe  means  which  they 
"  have  nfed,  have  been  fccceftful,  and  have  produced  them. 
"  And  one  reafon  of  that  fuccefe  is,  in  my  opinion,  this ; 
"  that  Sbakipeare  and  Fletcher  have  written  to  the  gfcnius  of 
<f  the  age  and  nation  in  which  they  lived ;  for  though  nature, 
"  as  he  objeds,  is  the  feme  in  all  places,  and  reafon  too  the 
"  fane;  yet  the  climate,  the  age,  the  dhpofition  of  the  peo- 
"  pie,  to  whom  a  poet  writes,  may  be  fo  different,  that 
"  what  pleafed  the  Greeks  would  not  fetisfy  an  Engtth  an- 


"  And  if  they  proceed  upon  a  foundation  of  truer  reafon 
to  pleafe  the  Athenians,  than  Shaldpeare  and  Fletcher  to 
pteafe  the  Engliih,  it  only  ihewe  that  the  Athenians  were 
a  more  judicious  people;  hat 'the  poet's  bufioeis  is  cer- 
tainly to  pleafe  the  audience. 

"  Whether  our  Engliffi  audience  have  been  pleafed  hi- 
'  therto  with  acorns,  as  he  calls  it,  or  with  bread,  is  the 
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*  next  queftion ;  that  is,  whether  the  means  which  Shak« 
"  fpeare  and  Fletcher  have  ufed,  in  their  plays,  to  raife 
"  thofe  paffions  before  named,  be  better  applied  to  the  ends 
"  by  the  Greek  poets  than  by  them.  And  perhaps  we  lhafl 
"  not  grant  him  this  wholly  :  let  it  be  yielded  that  a  writer 
"  is  not  to  run  down  with  the  llream,  or  to  pleafe  the  people 
"  by  their  ufual  methods,  but  rather  to  reform  their  judg* 
€t  ments,  it  llill  remains  to  prove  that  our  theatre  needs  this 
u  total  reformation. 

"  The  fatdts,  which  he  has  found  in  their  defign  are  ra- 
"  ther  wittily  aggravated  in  many  places  than  reafonably 
"  urged  ;  and  as  much  may  be  returned  on  the  Greeks  by 
"  one  who  were  as  witty  as  himfelf. 

"  They  deftroy  not,  if  they  are  granted,  the  foundation  of 
€€  the  fabrick ;  only  take  away  from  the  beauty  of  the  fym- 
"  metry ;  for  example,  the  faults  in  the  chara&er  of  the  King, 
"  in  King  and  No-king,  are  not,  as  he  calls  them,  fuch  as 
"  render  him  deteftable,  but  only  imperfe&ions  which  ao 
"  company  human  nature,  and  are  for  the  mod  part  excufed 
"  by  the  violence  of  his  love;  fo  that  they  deftroy  not  our 
"  pity  or  concernment  for  him :  this  anfwer  may  be  applied 
"  to  moft  of  his  obje&ions  of  that  kind. 

"  And  Rollo  committing  many  murders,  when  he  is  an- 
"  fwerable  but  for  one,  is  too  feverely  arraigned  by  him ; 
"  for,  it  adds  to  our  horror  and  deteftation  of  the  criminal ; 
"  and  poetic  juftice  is  not  negleHed  neither ;  for  we  itab  him 
u  in  our  minds  for  every  offence  which  he  commits ;  and  the 
"  point,  which  the  poet  is  to  gain  on  the  audience,  is  not  fo 
€€  much  in  the  death  of  an  offender  as  the  railing  an  horror  of 
€l  his  crimes. 

"  That  the  criminal  (hould  neither  be  wholly  guilty,  nor 
f€  wholly  innocent,  but  fo  participating  of  both  as  to  move 
"  both  pity  and  terror,  is  certainly  a  good  rule,  but  not  per- 
"  petually  to  be  obferved ;  for,  that  were  to  make  all  trage- 
"  dies  too  much  alike;  which  objection  he  foreiaw,  but  has 
u  not  fully  anfwered. 
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«  To  conclude,  therefore ;  if  the  plays  of  the  ancients 
*  are  more  corre&ly  plotted,  ours  are  more  beautifully  writ- 
u  ten.  And,  if  we  can  raife  paffions  as  high  on  worfe  foun- 
"  dationa,  it  thews  our  genius  in  tragedy  is  greater;  for  in  all 
"  other  parts  of  it  the  Englifh  have  manifeftly  excelled, 
"  them." 


The  original  of  the  following  letter  is  preferred  in  the  li- 
brary at  Lambeth  *,  and  was  kindly  imparted  to  the  publick 
by  the  reverend  Dr.  Vyfe  t. 


•  In  the  fame  library  is  a  manufcript  copy  of  Dryden's  Mac-Flecknoc, 
which  hat  heen  collated  for  the  prefent  edition  of  his  poems.    T. 

t  With  this  incomparable  produ&iou,  as  Mr.  Malooe  has  juftly  remarked 
Johafba's  exquifite  parallel  .of  Dryden  and  Pope,  in  the  life  of  the  latter 
poet,  ibould  be  read  ;  in  which  "  the  fuperiority  of  genius,  that  power  which 
cooftitetes  a  poet ;  that  quality  without  which  judgment  is  cold  and  know- 
ledge is  inert ;  that  energy  which  colleds,  combines,  amplifies,  and  animates;" 
is,  M  with  feme  befitation,"  attributed  to  Dryden. 

M  He  profefed  to  hare  learned  his  poetry  from  Dryden,  whom,  whenever 
an  opportunity  was  prefented,  he  praifed  through  bis  whole  life  with  unvaried 
liberality  ;  and  perhaps  his  character  may  receive  fome  ittuftration,  if  he  be 
compared  with  his  matter. 

"  Integrity  of  underftanding  and  nicety  of  difcernment  were  not  allotted  in 
a  less  proportion  to  Dryden  than  to  Pope.  The  rectitude  of  Dryden's  mind 
was  fnmciently  fliewn  by -the  diwnffion  of  his  poetical  prejudices,  and  the  re- 
jection of  unnatural  thoughts  and  rugged  numbers.  But  Dryden  never  de» 
tred  to  apply  all  the  judgement  that  be  had.  He  wrote,  and  profeued  to 
write,  merely  for  the  people ;  and  when  be  pleafed  others,  he  contented  hune 
Jel£  He  ^>ent  no  time  in  draggles  to  roufe  latent  powers  ;  he  never  attempted 
to  make  that  better  which  was  already  good,  nor  often  to  mend  what  he  mu$ 
have  known  to  be  faulty.  He  wrote,  as  he  tells  us,  with  very  little  confide* 
ration ;  when  oceaaon  or  neceffity  called  upon  him,  he  poured  out  what  the. 
nrefent  moment  happened  to  fupply,  and,  when  once  it  had  pafled  the  preia, 
ejected  it  from  his  mind;  for,  when  be  had  no  pecuniary  iatereft,  he  had  no 
farther  folicitude. 

m  Pope  was  not  content  to  (atisfy  ;  he  defired  to  excel,  and  therefore  al* 
ways  endeavoured  to  do  his  heft ;  he  did  not  court  the  candour,  but  dared 
the  judgement  of  his  reader,  and,  expecting  no  indulgence  from  others,  he 
flawed  none  to  hinrfglf.    He  examioed  lines  aud  words  with  mjuute  and 
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Copy  of  an  original  Litter  from  Jokn  Drydta,  Efq.tolii* 
font  in  Italy,   from  a  MS.  k  the  L*nbeth  Library, 
marked  No.  jtf3,  p.  56. 
(Svperfcribcd) 

«  Al  Ukiftriffimo  Big* 
"  Carlo  Dryden  Cainariere 
"  d'Hoaore  A-S.S. 

"  In  Roma. 
"  Franca  per  Maatoua. 

•  Sept.  4be  3d.  our  *yfo 

cr  Dear  Sons, 
"  Being  now  at  Sir  William  Bowyer's  in  the  country,  I 
"  cannot  write  at  large,  becaufe  I  find  myfelf  fomewbat  iudif- 

pun&vfoos  observation,   end  retouched  every  pert  with  inde&tUgable  dilW 
geuee,  till  be  had  left  nothing  to  be  forgiven. 

••  For  this  reeiba  be  kept  hit  pieces  very  long  in  bit  bands,  wtiile  be  comV 
dered  end  reconfideved  them.  The  only  poems  which  can  be  fiippeeed  t» 
have  been  written  wMiinehMgnre!  to  the  tunes  at  night  haiUn  their  publica- 
tion, were  the  fat  ires  ot  "Thirty-cight  ;M  of  which  Dedney  told  me  that  they 
were  brought  to  him  by  the  anther,  that  they  might  be  fairly  copied.  "  As- 
moft  erery  line/'  be  (aid,  "  was  then  written  twice  over ;  I  gave  him  a  dean 
trenfcript,  which  he  (eat  fome  time  afterward*  to  me  for  the  preft,  wkh  al> 
moil  every  line  written  twice  oyer  a  fecond  time." 

«  Hit  declaration,  that  his  cave  for  his  works  sealed  at  their  puhhearioc, 
was  not  ftri&ly  true.  His  parental  attention  never  abandoned  them :  what  be . 
frond  anufsm  the  <rft  edition,  he  filently  corce&ed  in  thole  that  followed. 
He  appeace  to  have  rovifed  the  "  Died,"  and  freed  it  (rem  tome  of  its  imper* 
fcftiont ;  and  the  "  fiaay  on  Crittctfrn**  received  many  improvements  after 
its  ftrft  appearance.  It  will  feldom  be  (bund  that  be  altered  without  adding 
elearnefs,  elegance,  or  vigour.  Pope  had  perhaps  the  judgement  of  Dryden ; 
but  Dryden  certainly  wanted  die  diligence  of  Pope. 

« In  acquired  knowledge,  the  fitperiority  muft  be  allowed-  to  Dryden, 
whom  education  wet  mote  fcbolaftic,  and  who  before  he  became  an  author 
had  been  allowed  more  time  for  ftudy,  wkh  better  meant  of  intormation.  Hjs 
mind  has  a  larger  range,  and  he  collefts  his  images  and  iUuaVationssrom  a- 
more  extenfire  circumference  of  fcience.  Dryden  knew  more  of  man  in  hii 
general  nature,  and  Pope  in  his  local  manners.  The  notions  of  Dryden  were 
formed  by  comprehenfive  fpecolation,  and  thorn  of  Pope  by  minute  attention. 
There  is  move -dignity  in  the  knowledge  of  I)ryden»  and  nmm  eeitninty  in  that 
oCFone. 
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**  pofed  with  a  cold,  wid  torn  thick  of  hearing,  rather  worfe 
**  than  I  was  in  town.    I  am  glad  to  find,  by  your  letter  of 

*  Poet* y  was  hot  the  fole  piaife  of  either;  f«r-  both  excelled  ltkewife  in 
profe ;  but  Pope  did  not  borrow  his  profe  from  his  predeceflbr.  The  ftyle  of 
Dryden  is  capricious  and  varied ;  that  of  Pope  is  cautious  and  uniform.  Dry- 
den  obferres  the  motions  of  his  own  mind  ;  Pope  conftrains  his  mind  to  hit 
e>wn  rules  of  competition.  Dryden  is  fometimes  vehement  and  rapid ;  Pope  is 
sdways  fmooth,  uniform*  and  gentle.  Dryden's  page  is  a  natural  field,  rifing 
into  inequalities*  and  diverfified  by  the  varied  exuberance  of  abundant  vege- 
tation ;  Pope's  is  a  velvetiawu,  fhaven  by  the  fey  the,  and  levelled  by  the 
roller. 

M  Of  genius,  that  power  which  oonfUtutes  a  poet;  that  quality  without 
which  judgement  is  cold,  and  knowledge  is  inert  j  tljat  energy  which  collets, 
combines,  amplifies,  and  animates,  the  fuperlority  muft,  with  fome  hefita* 
tion,  be  allowed  to  Dryden*  It  is  not  to  be  inferred,  that  of  this  poetical 
rigour  Pope  had  only  a  little,  becaufe  Dryden  had  more ;  for  every  other 
writer  fince  Milton  muft  give  place  to  Pope ;  and  even  of  Dryden  it  muft  be 
{aid,  that,  if  he  has  brighter  paragraphs,  he  has  not  better  poems.  Dry  den's 
performances  were  always  hafty,  either  excited  by  fome  external  occafion,  or 
extorted  by  domeftick  necef&ty ;  he  compofed  without  confideration,  and  pub* 
Ihhed  without  correction.  What  his  mind  could  fupply  at  call,  or  gather  in 
one  exenrfion,  was  all  that  he  fought,  and  all  that  he  gave.  The  dilatory 
Caution  of  Pope  enabled  him  to  condenfe  his  fentitnents,  to  multiply  his 
images,  and  to  accumulate  all  thatftudy  might  produce,  or  chance  might  fup* 
ply.  If  the  flights  of  Dryden  therefore  are  higher,  Pope  continues  longer  on) 
the  wing.  If  of  Dryden's  fire  the  blaze  is  brighter,  of  Pope's  the  heat  is  more 
regular  and  conftant.  Dryden  often  furpafles  expectation,  and  Pope  never 
Alls  bejow  it.  Dryden  is  read  with  frequent  aftoniflunent,  and  Pope  with 
perpetual  delight, 

.  *  This  parallel  will,  I  hope,  when  it  is  well  confidered,  be  found  juft ;  and 
if  the  reader  fhonid  fafpe&ms,  as  I  fufpe&  royfelf,  of  fom.e  partial  fondnefs 
Jbr  the  memory  of  Dryden,  let  him  not  too  haftily  condemn  me  j  for  medita- 
tion and  enquiry  may,  perhaps,  fhew  him  the  reafonablenfls  of  my  deter* 


To  this  fine  parallel  may  be  added,  from  a  work  of  great  merit,  entitled, 
the  Progref$  of  Satire,  the  following  acuje  eftimate  of  Dryden's  {Satirical 
powers* 

"  Nearly  at  the  fame  period  (with  Boileau)  after  fome  momentary  gleams, 
and  ftroug  flames  in  the  horizon,  fatire  arofe  in  England*  When  J  name 
Dryden,  I  comprehend  every  varied  excellence  of  our  poetry.  In  harmony, 
strength,  modulation,  rhythm,  energy,  he  firft  difplayed  the  full  power  of  the 
EnglUh  language.  My  bufinefs  with  him,  at  prefent,  is  only  as  a  fatirift.  X 
will  be  brief:  I  fpeak  to  the  intelligent.    He  was  the  firft  poet  who  brought 

YOU  u  i 
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"  July  36*,  your  flyle,  that  you  are  both  in  health ;  but 
*  wonder  you  fliould  think  me  fo  negligent  as  to  forget  to 
"  give  you  an  account  of  the  fhip  in  which  your  parcel  is  to 
u  come.  I  have  written  to  yoit  two  or  three  letters  concern- 
"  ing  it,  which  I  have  fent  by  fafe  hands,  as  I  told  you,  and 
"  doubt  not  but  you  have  them  before  this  can  arrive  to  you. 
"  Being  out  of  town,  I  have  forgotten  the  (hip's  name* 
"  which  your  mother  will  enquire,  and  put  it  into  her  letter, 
"  which  is  joined  with  mine.  But  the  matter's  name  I  re- 
"  member :  he  is  called  Mr.  Ralph  Thorp ;  the  (hip  is  bound 
u  to  Leghorn,  configned  to  Mr.  Peter  and  Mr.  Thomas  Ball, 
t€  merchants.    I  am  of  your  opinion,  that  by  Tonfon's  means 

to  perfection  what  I  would  term,  *  the  Allegory  of  Satire."  Fables,  indeed, 
and  apologues,  and  romances,  have  always  been  the  moft  ancient  modes  of 
reproof  and  cenfore.  It  was '  the  peculiar  happinefs  of  Dryden,  to  give  an 
eternal  fenfe  and  intereft  to  fubje&s  which  are  tranfitory  He  placed  hie 
fcene  on  the  ground  of  actual  biftory.  The  reader  of  every  age  has  an  inte* 
reft  in  the  delineation  of  characters  and  names  which  have  been  familiar  to 
bim  from  bis  earlieft  years.  He  is  already  prepared  and  feels  a  predilection 
for  the  fubjed.  This  accommodation  of  ancient  characters  to  ezifting  per> 
fons,  has  a  peculiar  force  in  the  age  to  which  it  is  addrefled ;  and  pofterity 
reads  with  delight,  a  poem  founded  on  priftine  ftory,  and  illuftrated  by  the 
records  of  modern  times.  Dry  den's  power  of  fatire  has.  been  generally  ac- 
knowledged in  his  Mac-Flecknoe ;  but  his  mafterpiece  is  that  wonderful  and 
unequalled  performance,  Abfalom  and  Achitophel.  He  prefects  to  us  an  he- 
roick  fubje&,  in  heroick  numbers,  a  well-conftruSed  allegory,  and  a  forci- 
ble appeal  to  our  beft  feelings  and  paffions.  He  paints  the  horrors  of  anar* 
ehy,  (edition,  rebellion,  and  democracy,  with  the  pencil  of  Dante,  or  of 
Michael  Angelo,  and  he  gives  the  fpeeches  of  his  heroes,  with  the  ftrength, 
propriety,  and  cprre&nef*  of  Virgil.  It  is  fatire' in  its  higheft  form  ;  but  it  is 
fatire  addrefled  to  the  few.  It  is  not  adapted  to  the  general  efieft  of  thb 
fpecies  of  poetry.  In  my  opinion,  Dryden  has  not  the  ftyle  and  manner  of 
Horace,  or  Juvenal,  or  Perfius,  or  Boileau.  Pope  called  him*  unhappy,9 
from  the  loofenefs  of  the  age  in  which  he  lived.  He  has  enthufiafm,  majefty, 
feverity,  gravity,  ftrength  of  conception,  and  boldnefs  of  imagery.  Boa 
fprightlinels,  gaiety,  and  eafy  badinage,  an  occasional  playfulneis,  fo  no* 
ceflary  to  the  general  eJFe&  of  fatyrical  poetry,  were  all  wanting  to  hirou 
Perhaps  his  genius  was  too  fublime.  He  could  not,  or  he  would  not  defcend 
to  the  minutiss  which  are*  often  required,  the  anecdotes,  and  the  puffing  traits 
of  the  time.  His  fatire  had  an  original  character.  It  was  the  ftrain  of  Archir 
loehus,  founding  from  the  lyre  of  Alczus."    J\ 
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**  almoft  all  our  letters  have  mifcarried  for  this  tail;  year.  But, 
**  however,  he  has  miffed  of  his  defigih  in  the  Dedication, 
<*  though  he  had  prepared  the  bode  for  it :  for,  in  every  figure 
9€  of  iEneas  he  has  caufed  him  to  be  drawn  like  King  Wil- 
**  tiam,  with  a  hooked  nofe*  After  my  return  to  town,  I  in* 
"  tend  to  alter  a  play  of  Sir  Robert  Howard's  written  long 
"  fince,  and  lately  put  into  my  hands ;  'tis  called  The  Con* 
"  quefl  *f  Chima  by  the  Tartan.  It  will  coft  me  fix  weeks 
"  ftudy,  with  the  probable  benefit  of  an  hundred  pounds.  In 
"  the  mean  time  I  am  writing  a  fong  for  St.  Cecilia's  Feaft, 
"  who,  you  know,  is  the  patronefe  of  mufick.  This  is  trou- 
tf  blefome,  and  no  way  beneficial ;  but  I  could  not  deny  the 
"  Stewards  of  the  Feaft,  who  came  in  a  body  to  me  to  defire 
"  that  kindnefs,  one  of  them  being  Mr.  Bridgeman,  whofe 
"  parents  are  your  mother's  friends.  I  hope  to  fend  you 
€€  thirty  guineas  -between  Michaelmas  and  Chriftmas,  .of 
€€  which  I  will  give  you  an  account  when  I  come  to  town.  I 
t€  remember  the  counfel  you  give  me  in  your  letter ;  but  dif- 
€€  fembiing,  though  lawful  in  fome  cafes,  is  not  my  talent ; 
£€  yet,  for  your  fake,  I  will  ftruggle  with  the  -plain  opennefs  of 
"  my  nature,  and  keep  in  my  juft  refentments  againft  that 
4€  degenerate  order.  In  the  mean  time,  I  flatter  not  myfelf 
€€  with  any  manner  of  hopes,  but  do  my  duty,  and  fuffer  for 
u  God's  fake ;  being  allured,  before  hand,  never  to  be  re- 
**  warded,  though  the  times  fhould  alter.  Towards  the  latter 
"  epdof  this  nlonth,  September,  Charles  will  begin  to  re- 
u  cover  his  perfect  health,  according  to  his  nativity,  which, 
"  cafting  it  myfelf,  I  am  Aire  is  true,  and  all  things  hitherto 
"  have  happened  accordingly  to  the  very  time  that  I  predicted 
"  them ;  I  hope  at  the  fame  time  to  recover  more  health,  ac- 
"  cording  to  my  age.  Remember  me  to  poor  Harry,  whofe 
u  prayers  I  earneftly  defire.  My  Virgil  fucceeds  in  the  world 
€€  beyond  its  defert  or  my  expectation.  You  know  the  pro- 
"  fits  might  have  been  more ;  but  neither  my  confeieqee  nor 
u  my  honour  would  fuffer  me  to  take  them :  but  I  never  can 
**  repent  of  my  conftancy;  fince  I  am  thoroughly  perfuaded 
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ft  of  the  juftice  of  the  caufe  for  which  I  fuffer.  It  ha* 
"  pleafed  God  to  raife  up  many  friends  to  me  amMgft  my 
ft  enemies  though  they  who  ought  to  have  been  my  friends 
u  are  negligent  of  me.  J  am  called  to  dinner,  and  cannot 
f<  go  on  with  this  letter,  which  I  deiire  you  to  excufe ;  and 

*  m 

ft  Your  moft  affe&ionate  father, 

"  JOHN  PJtYDEN.* 


SND   OF  THE  J4F£r 
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THE    DEATH 

O? 

LORD  HASTINGS  % 

JVlUST  noble  Hafting9  immaturely  die, 
The  honour  of  his  ancient  family, 

*  There  is  tome  fancy  in  this  Poem,  but  many  of  the  lines 
are  very  bad,  and  the  images  too  grofs  both  in  defign  and  ex- 
prcffion  to  have  cfcaped  our  author  in  his  riper  years.  How- 
ever, he  was  not  quite  eighteen  when  he  wrote  it ;  and,  by  re* 
printing  it,  the  reader  may  trace  the  progrefs  of  that  genius 
which  afterwards  arrived  at  fuch  fublimity.  The  nobleman 
herein  lamented  *  was  ftiled  Henry  Lord  Halting*,  fon  to  Ferdi- 
nand, Earl  of  Huntingdon.  He  died  before  his  father,  in  lf>49, 
being  then  in  his  20th  year.  He  had,  from  nature  and  educa- 
tion, a  moil  amiable  difpotition,  a  ftrong  judgment,  and  fo  re- 
fined a  tafte,  that,  according  to  Colli  ns's  Peerpge,  not  left  than 
ninety-eight  elegies  were  compofed  on  his  death.         Derrick. 

Derrick  fhould  have  added  that  Collins  exprefsly  mentions 
thefe  elegies  as  printed  in  "Lachryma  Mttfarwnf  the  Tears  ot  the 
Mufes  expreffed  in  elegies  written  by  divers  perfons  of  nobility, 
and  worth,  upon  the  death  of  the  moil  hopeful  Henry,  Lord 
Haftiugs,  tided  [only]  fon  of  the  Right  Honourable  Fcrdmando, 
Bar!  of  Huntingdon*  heir-general  of  the  high-born  Prince 
George,  Duke  of  Clarence,  brother  to  King  Edward  IV."  [Col- 
lected and  fct  forth  by  R.  B.]  But  as  the  Luchryma  Mufarum 
contains  only  thirty-fix  elegies,  it  is  clear  that  the  figures  £3  in 
Collins  are  erroneous,  and  a  mere  crrour  of  the  prefs. 

Malone. 

Ver.  1.    Mvfi  noble  Hq/lwgs]     It  is  a  mortifying  circumftance  ' 
to  be  compelled  to  begin  thefe  notes  with  a  cenfure  of  the  very 

vol.  i.  B 
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Beauty  and  learning  thus  together  meet, 
To  bring  a  winding  for  a  wedding  (heet? 

firft  piece  of  our  rid  mi  red  poet.  But  it  is  impoflible  not  to  be 
hurt  by  the  falfc,  unnatural  thoughts,  by  the  forced  and  far- 
fought  conceits,  by  the  rugged  and  inharmonious  numbers,  and 
the  perpetual  aim  and  defire  to  be  witty,  with  which  this  Elegy 
fo  much  abounds,  that  we  wonder  he  could  ever  rife  fo  high 
after  fo  unpromifing  a  beginning.  One  well  known  fentence 
characlerifes  his  Works:  "  Ubi  bene  nemo  melius,  ubi  malfe 
nemo  pejus."  The  perfon  he  lamented  was  Henry  Lord  Haf» 
tings,  fon  to  Ferdinand,  Earl  of  Huntingdon,  who  died  before 
his  father,  16*49.  He  was  anceftor  of  the  lad  Earl  of  Hunting* 
don,  to  whom  Dr.  A  ken  fide  add  re  fled  an  Ode,  of  a  very  different 
call  from  the  verfes  before  us,  full  of  true  Grecian  fpirit  and 
fentiments,  and  in  a  ftyle  of  peculiar  force  and  energy.  This 
nobleman  will  be  long  lamented  by  all  his  friends  and  acquaint- 
ance, of  whom  I  had  the  honour  to  be  one,  for  the  elegance  of 
his  manners,  his  plea  fin  g  affability,  his  extenfive  knowledge  of 
men  and  things,  the  variety  and  vigour  of  his  wit  and  converfa- 
tion,  enlivened  by  many  curious  fails  and  anecdotes,  his  accu- 
rate tafie  in  all  parts  of  polite  literature,  and  his  univerfal  can- 
dour and  benevolence. 

Toe  character  of  AfpaGa,  written  by  Congrevc,  in  the  Tat- 
ler,  No.  72>  is  meant  for  Lady  E.  Haftings.  She  was  daugh- 
ter of  rJ  heophilus  Hatting?,  feventh  Earl  of  Huntingdon,  Her 
father  came  to  the  honours  and  eftate  of  that  family  in  1655. 
So  that  three  poets,  Dry  den,  Congreve,  and  Akenfide.  celebrated 
the  Haftings.  Dr.  Joseph  Warton. 

Ver.  4. a  winding  for  a  wedding  Jhcct  ?]  In  this  line,  asalfo 

in  verfe  93,  the  poet  alludes  to  the  melancholy  circumftance  of 
Lord  Haiti  ngs's  death  having  taken  place  on  the  day  preceding 
that  which,  prcvioufly  to  his  illnefe,  had  been  appointed  for  the 
celebration  of  bis  marriage.  The  lady  to  whom  he  was  betrothed 
was  the  daughter  of  a  very  celebrated  phyfician,  Sir  Theodore 
]M  ay  erne,  whofe  /kill  was  in  vain  exerted  to  fave  his  intended 
fon-in-law  from  that  malignant  diforder,  the  finall-pox.— 
"  Pridie  fponfalium  (proh  Hymenaee)  funere  luit  iinmaturo,* 
fays  his  epitaph.  See  alfo  the  following  verfes  of  Andrew  Mar- 
vel, in  the  collection  already  quoted: 

"  The  gods  themfelves  cannot  their  joy  conceal, 

"  But  draw  their  veils,  and  their  pure  beams  reveal ; 

"  Only  they  drooping  Hymenaeus  note, 

"  Who,  for  fad  purple,  tears  his  foffron  coat, 
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Muft  virtue  prove  death's  harbinger?  muft  (lie,  5 
With  him  expiring,  feel  mortality  ? 
Is  death,  fin's  wages,  grace's  now  ?  (hall  art 
Make  us  more  learned,  only  to  depart? 
If  merit  be  difeafe ;  if  virtue  death ; 
To  be  good, not  to  be;  who'd  then  bequeath  10 
Himfelf  to  difcipline  ?  who'd  not  etteem 
Labour  a  crime  ?  ftudy  felf-murther  deem  ? 
Our  noble  youth  now  have  pretence  to  be 
Dunces  fecurely,  ignorant  healthfully. 
Rare  linguift,  whofe  worth  fpeaks  itfelf,  whofe 
praife  15 

Though  not  his  own,  all  tongues  befides  do  raife: 

u  And  trails  his  torches  th'row  the  ftarry  hall, 
"  Reverfed,  for  his  darling's  funeral. 
"  And  /Efculapius,  who  alliam'd  and  (lern, 
"  Himfelf  at  once  condemneth  and  Mayern  ; 
'•  Like  fome  fad  chymift,  who,  prepar'd  to  reap 
"  His  golden  harvcft,  fees  his  glafies  leap  ; 
"  For  how  immortal  muft  their  race  have  ftood, 
u  Had  Mayern  once  been  mix'd  with  Haltings*  blood ! 
•  *  •  •  •  • 

*  But  what  could  he,  good  man,  although  he  mix'd 
"  All  herbs,  and  them  a  thoufand  ways  infus'd,  &c." 
The  elegy  in  which  thefe  verfes  occur,  is  by  far   the  beft  in 
the  collection,  if  we  except  that  of  our  author.        Ma  lone. 

Ver.  15.  Rare  Iwguiftj]    On  this  topick   Sir  Afton  Cokayne, 
in  his  elegy  on  Lord  Haftings,  thus  expatiates: 

"  His  few,  but  wc-ll-fpentyears  had  matter' d  all 

"  The  liberal  arts,  and  his  fwcet  tongue  could  fall 

u  Into  the nncitnt  dialects;  difpence 

"  Sacred  Judea's  ampleft  eloquence  ; 

"  The  1  atinc  idiome  elegantly  true, 

«'  And  Greek  as  rich  as  Athens  ever  knew  : 

"  The  Italian  and  the  French  do  both  confefe, 

'"  Him  perfed  in  their  modern  languages." 

.  Lachrym*  Mvfarum,  &c.  1650. 

B2 
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Than  whom  great  Alexander  may  feem  lefs ; 
AY  ho  conquer'd  men,  but  not  their  languages. 
In  his  mouth  nations  fpake;  his  tongue  might  be 
Interpreter  to  Greece,  France,  Italy.  *a 

His  native  foil  was  the  four  parts  o'  the  earth; 
All  Europe  was  too  narrow  for  his  birth. 
A  young  apoftle ;  and,  with  reverence  may 
I  fpeak  't,  infpir'd  with  gift  of  tongues,  as  they. 


All  thefe  attainments  were  made  at  an  early  age;  for  Lord 
Haftings  died  in  his  nineteenth  (not  as  Derrick  has  it,  his  twen- 
tieth) year,  on  the  23d  of  June,  164-9,  after  an  illncfe  of  only  fe- 
ven  days'  duration.  M  a  lo  m  s. 

Ver.  17.     Than  wham  great  Alexander  may  feem  left ; 
Who  conquer'd  men,  but  not  their  language*.] 

Yet  from  his  letter  to  bis  mailer  ArifiotU,  recorded  by  P/k- 
tarch  and  Aulas  Gellius>  we  are  led  to  conclude  that  the  love  of 
conqueft  was  but  the  fecond  ambition  in  Alexander's  foul.  The 
Jetter  as  translated  by  Addifvn  in  his  Guardian,  No.  Ill,  is  as 
follows : 

4t  Alexander  to  Arijlotle  Greeting, 

u  You  have  not  done  well  to  publifh  your  books  of  fele& 
knowledge ;  for  what  is  there  now  in  which  !  can  furpafs  others, 
if  thofe  things  which  I  have  been  inftru&ed  in  are  communi- 
cated to  every  body  ?  For  my  own  part,  I  declare  to  you,  I. 
would  rather  excel  others  in  knowledge  than  power. 

Farewell." 

A  living  author  who  excels  in  clear  and  vigorous  compofition 
will,  I  truft,  forgive  me,  if  I  tranferibe  a  paffage  in  defence  of 
the  Hero  of  Maoedon  from  a  letter  add  relied  by  him  to  the  late 
Dr.  Jofeph  Warton.  "  In  truth  I  am  happy  in  knowing  that 
you  think  as  well  of  the  Macedonian  as  I  do  :  I  am  no  favourer 
of  paradoxes,  nor  would  I  write  a  Richard  III.  up  into  a  good 
character  ;  but  furely  it  is  time,  that  the  world  fhould  learn  to 
diftinguifh  between  the  conquefts  of  an  intelligent  being  and  the 
ravages  of  a  Tartar,  between  an  Alexander  and  a  Zingis,  a  Ti- 
mour  or  a  Buonaparte.  Alexander  was  a  builder,  and  thefe 
only  demoli/hers.  How  fmall  is  the  proportion  of  the  former  te 
the  latter,  in  the  hiftory  of  the  world  I"     Rev.  John  Warxok. 
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Nature  gave  him,  a  child,  what  men  in  vain  as 
Oft  ftrive,  by  art  though  furthered,  to  obtain. 
His  body  was  an  orb,  his  fublime  foul 
Did  move  on  virtue's  and  on  learning's  pole: 
Whofe  regular  motions  better  to  our  view, 
Than  Archimedes'  fphere,  the  heavens  did  fhew. 
Graces  and  virtues,  languages  and  arts,  si 

Beauty  and  learning,  fill'd  up  all  the  parts. 
Heaven's  gifts,  which  do  like  falling  ftars  appear 
Scattered  in  others ;  all,  as  in  their  fphere, 
Were  fix'd,  conglobate  in  his  foul ;  and  thence  35 
Shone  through  his  body,  with  fweet  influence; 
Letting  their  glories  fo  on  each  limb  fall, 
The  whole  frame  render'd  was  celeftial. 
Come,  learned  Ptolemy,  and  trial  make, 
If  thou  this  hero's  altitude  can'ft  take :  40 

But  that  tranfcends  thy  (kill;  thrice  happy  all, 
Could  we  but  prove  thus  aftronomical. 

Ver.  27.    — —  ku  fublime  Jbut]     Dr.  Newton  has  placed  the 
Accent  on  the  firft  fyllable  o(  fublime  in  Milton's  Ma  Ik  of  Comus, 
as  the  accent  may  feem  to  be  in  the  prefent  inftance,  ver.  785. 
The J&bfime  notion  and  high  myftery— * 

The  word  in  Milton's  and  Dryden's  lines  may,  however,  be 
read  more  gracefully  without  it*  Rev.  H.  J.  Todd. 

Ver.  35.  JVere  Jix'a\  conglobate  in  Us  foul;]  This  word  ir 
ufed  in  the  fecond  book  oi  Lucretius,  ver.  153,  in  the  fame 
fc&Je. 

Sed  complexa  meant  inter  fe  conque  globata. 

John  Wartow. 

Ver.  36.  —Jweet  influences]  Canft  thou  bind  thefweet  influence^ 
§1  the  Pleiades  I  Job  xxxviii.  31.    Joqh  Warton, 
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Liv'd  Tycho  now,  ftruck  with  this  ray,  which 

fhone 
More  bright  i'  the  morn',  than  others  beam  at 

noon, 
He'd  take  his  aftrolabe,  and  feek  out  here      45 
What  new  ftar  'twas  did  gild  our  hemifphere. 
Replenilh'd  then  with  fuch  rare  gifts  as  thefe, 
Where  was  room  left  for  fuch  a  foul  difeafe  ? 
The  nation's  fin  hath  drawn  that  veil,   which 

ihrouds 
Our  day-fpring  in  fo  fad  benighting  clouds,  so 
Heaven  would  no  longer  truft  its  pledge ;  but 

thus 
Recalled  it ;  rapt  its  Ganymede  from  us. 
Was  there  no  milder  way  but  the  fmall-pox, 
The  very  filthinefs  of  Pandora's  box  ? 

Ver.  53.  —  the  fmall-pox,]  An  obvious  occafion  is  here  offered 
of  paying  a  fmall  tribute  to  Dt.  Jenner,  whofc  able  refiarcbes 
have  fo  efientially  contributed  to  check  the  ravages  of  this  dread- 
ful difeafe,  the  fmall-pox.  To  him,  therefore,  we  may  apply  tb« 
words  of  the  poet: 

"  O  !  qui  fecundo  natus  Apolline 
Incumbis  arti  Paeonia?,  ftudens 

Arcana  Naturae,  gravemque 
More  novo  prohibere  morbum, 
Jennere,  laudes  an  fi learn  tuas  ? 
Hie  faepe  mecum  dum  meditor  gemens, 
Inter  meorum  funcra,  queis  diu 

Vixi  fuprrftes,  quot  veneno 
Foeta  gravi,  maculifque  tetris, 
Primis  in  aevi  viribus  abftulit 
Jnfefta  febris,  lingua  valet  par&m 

Narrare,  quid  debes  fu promo 

Quanta  Deo  tibi  danda  laus  eft, 
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So  many  fpots,  like  riaeves  on  Venus*  foil,       55 
One  jewel  fet  off  with  fo  many  a  foil ; 
Blifters  with  pride  fwell'd,  which  through's  flefh 

did  fprout 
Like  rofe-buds,  ftuck  if  the  lilly  fkin  about. 

Furore  qudd  non  ante  domabili 
Tot  dira  Peftis  quae  pepcrit  mala, 
In  gentis  humans  levamen, 
Te  medico  fuperata  ceflit. 
Te  mater  ambit  filiolo  cavens 
Ut  tuto  ab  atrft  corpore  fit  lue; 
Innupta  te  virgo,  decentes 
Sint  memori  fine  labe  malse." 
See  the  late  Chriftopber  Anfte/s  "Ad  Edvardum  Jenner,  M.D. 
Carmen  Alcaicum."  John  Warton. 

Ver,  58.  like  rofe-bvd$%Jluck  ?  the  Wlyjkin  about.]  "  Of  his 
fcbool-performances,"  (fays  the  great  Johnfon,  in  his  Life  of 
Dryden,)  "  has  appeared  only  a  poem  on  the  death  of  Lord  Haf- 
tings, compofed  with  great  ambition  of  fuch  conceits  as,  not* 
withftanding  the  reformation  begun  by  Waller  and  Denharo,  the 
example  of  Cowley  dill  kept  in  reputation.  Lord  Haftings  died 
of  the  fmall-pox,  and  his  poet  has  made  of  the  puftules,  firft,  rofe- 
buds,  and  then  gems ;  at  lad  exalts  them  into  ftars ;  and  fays, 
**  No  comet  need  foretel  his  change  drew  on, 
Whofe  corpfe  might  feem  a  confteilation." 
Perhaps  it  may  appear  at,  firft  fight  furprifing,  that  Dr.  Bufby 
(hould  patiently  bear  fuch  thoughts  as  pervade  the  whole  of  this 
poem  on  Lord  Haftings ;  but  our  furprize  ceafes  when  we  read 
the  following  judicious  obferration  of  Qumtilian,  which  could 
not  efcape  the  penetration  of  that  great  matter,  who  confi  quently 
(hewed  the  indulgence  here  recommended  to  the  exuberant  ima- 
gination of  a  youthful  poet. 

Ne  illud  quidem  quod  admonemu9  indignum  eft,  ingenia 
puerorum  nimi&  interim  emendationis  feveritate  deficere.  Nam 
et  defperant,  et  dolent,  et  noviffimfe  oderunt:  et,  quod  maxim& 
nocet,  dum  omnia  timent,  nihil  conantur.  Quod  etiam  rufticis 
notum  eft,  qui  frondibus  teneris  non  putant  adhibendam  efte  fal- 
cem,  quia  reformidare  ferrum  videntur,  et  cicatricem  nondum 
pati  pofle.  Jucundus  ergo  turn  maxime  debet  efie  preceptor,  ut 
quae  alioqui  natura  funt  afpera,  molli  manu  leniautur:  laudare 
aliqoa,  ferre  quaedam,  routare  etiam,  redditd  cur  id  fiat  ratione; 
illuminare  interponendo  aliquid  fui.  Qumtilian.  In  ft.  Orat. 
Lib.  II.  JonN  Waeton. 
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Each  little  pimple  had  a  tear  in  it, 

To  wail  the  fault  its  rifing  did  commit :  &> 

Which,  rebel  like,  with  its  own  lord  at  ftrife, 

Thus  made  an  infurre&ion  'gainft  his  life. 

Or  were  thefe  gems  fent  to  adorn  his  (kin, 

The  cabinet  of  a  richer  foul  within  ? 

No  comet  need  foretel  his  change  drew  on,   65 

Whofe  corpfe  might  feem  a  conftellation. 

O  !  had  he  died  of  old,  how  great  a  ftrife 

Had  been,  who  from  his  death  fbould  draw  their 

life? 
Who  (hould,   by  one  rich  draught,  become 

whatever 
Seneca,  Cato,  Numa,  Caefar,  were  ?  70 

Learn'd,  virtuous,  pious,  great;  and  have  by  this 
An  univerfal  metempfychofis. 
Mud  all  thefe  aged  fires  in  one  funeral 
Expire  ?  all  die  in  one  fo  young,  fo  fmall  ? 
Who,  had  he  liv'd  his  life  out,  his  great  fame  75 
Had  fwol'n  'bove  any  Greek  or  Roman  name. 
But  hafty  winter,  with  one  blaft,  hath  brought 
The  hopes  of  autumn,  fqmmer,  fpring,  to  nought. 
Thus  fades  the  oak  i'  the  (prig,  i*  the  blade  the 

corn; 
Thus  without  young,  this  Phoenix  dies,  new 

born,  so 

Muft  then  old  tbree-legg'd  grey-beards  with 

their  gout, 
Catarrhs,  rheums,  aches,  live  three  ages  out  ? 
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Time* s  offals,  only  fit  for  the  bofpital ! 
Or  to  hang  antiquaries'  rooms  withal !  84 

Mull  drunkards,  lechers,  fpent  with  (inning,  live 
With  fuch  helps  as  broths,  poflets,  phylic  give? 
None  live,  but  fuch  as  (hould  die?  (hall  we  meet 
With  none  but  ghoiily  fathers  in  the  ftreet? 
Grief  makes  me  rail ;  forrow  will  force  its  way ; 
And  (bow'rs  of  tears  tempeftuous  fighs  beft  lay. 
The  tongue  may  fail ;  but  overflowing  eyes    91 
Will  weep  out  lading  ft  reams  of  elegies. 
But  thou,  O  virgin-widow,  left  alone, 
Now  thy  belov'd,heaven-ravi(Vd  fpoufe  is  gone, 
Wbofe  ikilful  fire  in  vaio  ftrove  to  apply  9$ 

Medicines,  when  thy  balm  was  no  remedy, 
With  greater  than  Platonic  love,  O  wed 
His  foul,  though  not  his  body,  to  thy  bed : 
Let  that  make  thee  a  mother ;  bring  thou  forth 
The  ideas  of  his  virtue,  knowledge,  worth;    100 

Ver.  92.  —~-<-Jlream$  of  elegies.]  In  a  very  fcarce  little  volume 
entitled  Lachrvmet  Mt(famm9  London,  printed  by  T.  N.  \6509 
communicated  to  me  by  Mr.  Reed,  of  Staple  Inn,  are  thirty- 
fix  Elegies,  in  Greek,  Latin,  and  Englifh,  on  the  death  of  this 
Nobkman.  Of  thefe,  twenty-fix  are  in  Englifh,  two  in  Greek, 
and  eight  in  Latin*  The  concluding  copies  are  this  by  Dry  den, 
and  the  Latin  copies  by  Cyril  Wyche,  Edward  Campion. Thomas 
Adams,  Ralph  Montague,  all  Weftminfter  fcbolars.  The  Greek 
copies  are  figned  Joannes  Harmams,  Oxonienfis,  $iAia){0{,  and 
C.  W.  M.  Moerens  pofuit.  Mod  of  thefe  are  written  with  the 
feme  falfe  tafte,  which  pervades  the  poem  now  before  us. 

J.  Warton. 

Ver.  93.  But  thou,  O  virgin  widow,]  So  in  another  elegy  on 
lord  Haftings,  by  "  Jo.  Beuyon,  llofp.  Lincoln." 

"  Thy  lov*  writes  nwd,  ytt  is  half  vmiaw  to#." 

Mai.oke. 
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Transcribe  the  original  in  new  copies ;  give 
Haftings  o*  the  better  part  i  fo  (hall  he  live 
In's  nobler  half;  and  the  great  grandfire  be 
Of  au  heroic  divine  progeny : 
An  iflue,  which  to  eternity  (hall  laft,  105 

Yet  but  the  irradiations  which  he  cad. 
Ereft  no  maufoleums :  for  his  beft 
Monument  is  his  fpoufe's  marble  breaft*. 


#  The  verfes  on  Lord  Haftings  in  the  "  Lachiymae  Mufamm  * 
are  fubfcribcd  "  Johannes  Dryden.  Scholae  Weftm.  alumnus." — 
It  appears  from  a  note  of  the  editor's,  that  they  were  fent  at  a 
late  period  in  the  year  (l64p),  after  a  great  part  of  the  book  was 
printed  off,  and  when  it  was  juft  ready  for  publication. 

Ma  lone. 
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VERSES  TO  J.  HODDESDON.  1 1 

TO  HIS 
FRIEND  THE  AUTHOR, 
[JOHN   HODDESDON], 


ON    HIS 


DIVINE  EPIGRAMS* 

THOU  haft  infpir'd  me  with  thy  foul,  and  I 
Who  ne'er  before  could  ken  of  Poetry, 
Am  grown  fo  good  proficient,  I  can  lend 
A  line  in  commendation  of  my  friend. 
Yet  'tis  but  of  the  fecond  hand  ;  if  ought 
There  be  in  this,  'tis  from  thy  fancy  brought. 
Good  thief,  who  dar'lt,  Prometheus-like,  afpire, 
And  fill  thy  poems  with  celeftiall  fire : 
Enliven'd  by  thefe  fparks  divine,  their  rayes 
Adde  a  bright  luftre  to  thy  crown  of  bayes. 
Young  eaglet,  who  thy  neit  thus  loon  forfook, 
So  lotty  and  divine  a  courfe  haft  took 

•  Mr.  Hoddefdon's  poetical  effuf.ons  were  publilhed  in  8vo. 
1650  under  the  title  of"  Sion  and  Parnaflus,  or  Epigrams  on 
Si  texts  o,  the  Old  and  New  Tcfc»en£  lo  «h,s  bo,,  u 
oretixed  the  author's  engraved  portrait,  ••  Ml*t.  18.  by  wbicn 
ft  appears  that  he  and  Dryden  were  nearly  of  the  *»•  JJ^ 

' Thefe  commendatory  verfes,  which  are  ["^"^ ,"  f;St 
den.otlriu.  C."  are  here  printed  iron i  the  original  editio.., 
which  was  obligingly  communicated  by  Mr.  jjjj^^ 

Digitized  by  VjOOQlC 


*  VERSES  TO  J.  HODDESDON. 

As  all  admire,  before  the  down  begin 
To  peep,  as  yet,  upon  thy  fmoother  chin ; 
And,  making  heaven  thy  aim,    haft   had   the 

grace 
To  look  the  funne  of  righteoufnefle  i'th'face. 
What  may  we  hope,  if  thou  go'ft  on  thus  faft, 
Scriptures  at  firft ;  enthufiafmes  at  lad  ! 
Thou  haft  commenced,  betimes,  a  faint,  go  on, 
Mingling  diviner  ftreams  with  Helicon. 
That  they  who  view  what  Epigrams  here  be, 
May  learn  to  make  like,  in  juft  praife  of  thee. 
Reader,  I've  done,  nor  longer  will  withhold 
Thy  greedy  eyes ;  looking  on  this  pure  gold 
Thou'lt  know  adulterate  copper,  which,  like  this, 
Will  only  ferve  to  be  a  foil  to  his. 
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HEROIC  STANZAS 


ON   THE 


DEATH 


Of 


OLIVER   CROMWELL* 

WRXTTEH   AFTER  UI3  FUNERAL*. 
I. 

AND  now  'tis  time ;  for  their  officious  hafte, 
Who  would  before  have  borne  him  to  the  Iky, 

*  "  The  death  of  Cromwell  was  the  firft  public  event  which 
called  forth  Dry  den's  poetical  powers.  His  heroic  ftanzas  have 
beauties  and  defedb ;  the  thoughts  are  vigorous,  and  though  not 
always  proper,  (hew  a  mind  replete  with  ideas ;  the  numbers  are 
fmooth,  and  the  di&on,  if  not  altogether  corred,  is  elegant  and 
eafy. 

•*  Davenant  feems  at  this  time  to  have  been  his  favourite 
author,  though  Gondibert  never  appears  to  have  been  popular; 
and  from  Davenant  he  learned  to  pleafe  his  ear  with  the  ftanza 
of  four  lines  alternately  rhymed."    Johnfon's  Life  of  Drydeu. 

John  Wabtok. 

Ver.  1.  And  now  'tis  time;]  We  are  not  to  wonder  that 
Dryden,  alter  this  panegyric  on  Cromwell,  fhould  live  to  be  ap- 
pointed poet  laureat  to  Charles  II.  any  more  than  that  Dr.  Sprat, 
after  a  fimilar  panegyric,  fhould  live  to  write  the  Hiftory  of  the 
Rye-heufe  Plot,  and  become  Bifhop  of  Rochefter.  Men  were 
dazzled  with  the  uncommon  talents  of  the  Prote&or,  "  who 
wanted  nothing  to  raife  him  to  heroic  excellence,  but  virtue  ? 
they  were  ftruck  with  his  intrepidity,  his  induftry,  his  infight  into 
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Like  eager  Romans,  ere  all  rites  were 
Did  let  too  foon  the  facred  eagle  fly. 
II. 
Though  our  beft  notes  are  treafon  to  his  fame,  a 
Joind  with  the  loud  applaufe  of  public  voice.; 
Since  heaven,  what  praife  we  offer  to  his  name, 
Hath  renderd  too  authentic  by  its  choice, 
in. 
Though  in  his  praife  no  arts  can  liberal  be, 
Since  they,  wbofe  mufes  have  the  higheft 
flown,  id 

Add  not  to  his  immortal  memory, 

But  do  an  aft  of  friendftiip  to  their  own : 
IV. 
Yet  'tis  our  duty,  and  our  intereft  too, 
Such  monuments  as  we  can  build  to  raife  ; 


all  characters,  his  fecrecy  in  his  projeds,  and  his  fuccefles,  be* 
yond  all  hope  and  expectation,  in  the  courfe  of  human  affairs. 
The  mod  manly  and  nervous  of  all  Waller's  poems,  are  the 
Stanzas  to  Cromwell,  which  are  far  fuperior  to  the  poem  on  his 
Death,  (though  that  excels  this  of  Dryden,)  and  on  the  War  with 
Spain.  Tis  obfervable  that  Milton  never  addreft  any  poem  to 
Cromwell;  but  only  one  admirable  fonnet,  in  which,  not  like  a 
mean  flatterer,  he  aflumes  the  tone  of  an  advifer,  and  cautions 
him  againft  the  avarice  and  the  encroachments  of  the  Preibyto- 
rian  Clergy,  whom  he  calls  "  hireling  wolves."  The  Univerfity 
of  Oxford,  notwithftanding  its  ancient  loyally,  fent  him  a  vo- 
lume of  Latin  vcrfes,  on  his  making  peace  with  the  Dutch :  in 
which  collection  are  to  be  found  the  Dames  of  Crew,  Mew*  Go- 
dolphin,  South,  Locke,  and  Bvjby.  Dr.  J.  Warton. 

Ver.  3.  Like  eager  Romans,  #c]  It  was  ufual  to  conceal  an 
eagle  on  the  top  of  the  funeral  pile,  deftined  to  receive  the  dead 
body  of  the  Roman  imperator.  When  the  pile  was  fet  on  lire, 
the  bird  was  fet  at  liberty,  and  mounting  into  the  air,  was  fup~ 
pofed  by  the  comraou  people  to  carry  with  it  to  heaven  the  foul 
of  the  deccafed.  Dj&k&icjc* 
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Left  all  the  world  prevent  what  we  (hould  do,  is 
And  claim  a  title  in  him  by  their  praife. 
v. 

How  (hall  I  then  begin,  or  where  conclude, 
To  draw  a  fame  fo  truly  circular  ? 

For  in  a  round  what  order  can  be  fhew'd, 
Where  all  the  parts  fo  equal  perfeft  are  ?    20 

VI. 

His  grandeur  he  derived  from  heaven  alone ; 

CFor  he  was  great,  ere  fortune  made  him  fo  \) 
And  wars,  like  mifts  that  rife  againft  the  fun, 

QVIade  him  but  greater  feem,not  greater  growj 

Vcr.  17-  How  Jhall  I  then  begin,  or  where  conclude.]  He 
probably  had  in  his  mind  the  following  paffage  of  Theocritus,  in 
bis  panegyric  on  Ptolemy,  vcr.  9* 

navraiMi,  trapiorroc  a$Y)p9  aroQii  af£trcu  "ryv* 
-*T\  vrparoi  xa.Tctht£u\  JOHN  WaRTON. 

Ver.  20.  Where  all  the  parts  fo  equal  perfect  are?]  lnftcad  of 
equally  perfect.  Such  flight  inaccuracies  Dryden's  fervid  geniuf 
little  regarded.  John  Warton. 

Ver,  23.     And  wars,  like  mifts  that  rife  againft  the  fun , 

Made  him  but  greater  feem,  not  greater  grow.] 
A  fublime  thought,  which  reminds  us  of  the  paffage  in  Mil- 
ton ;  although  he  applies  the  fame  appearance  of  nature,  the  fun 
rifing  through  a  mift,  in  a  different  manner. 

As  when  the  fun,  new  rifen, 
Looks  through  the  horizontal  mifty  air, 
Shorn  of  his  beams.  Par.  Loft,  B.  i.  J.  .595. 

But  herein  will  I  imitate  the  fun, 
Who  doth  permit  the  bafe  contagious  clouds 
To  fmother  up  bis  beauty  from  the  world ; 
That  when  he  pieafe  again  to  be  himfelf, 
Being  wanted,  he  may  be  more  wonder'd  at, 
By  breaking  through  the  foul  and  ugly  mifts 
Of  vapours,  that  did  feem  to  ftrangle  him. 
8hak+  Henry  IV.  A&  1.  8c.  2.  John  Warton. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQlC 


16  ON  THE  DEATH  OF 

VII. 

No  borrowed  bays  his  temples  did  adorn        2d 
But  to  our  crown  he  did  frefh  jewels  bring ; 

Nor  was  his  virtue  poifon'd  foon  as  born, 
With  the  too  early  thoughts  of  being  king. 

vnr. 
Fortune  (that  eafy  miftrefs  to  the  youngf 

But  to  her  ancient  ferrants  coy  and  hard)  30 
Him  at  that  age  her  favourites  rank'd  among, 

When  (he  her  beft-lov'd  Pompey  did  difcard. 

IX* 
He,  private,  mark  VI  the  fault  of  others  fway, 

And  fet  as  fea-marks  for  himfelf  to  (hun :  34 
Not  like  ra(h  monarchy  who  their  youth  betray 

By  ads  their  age  too  late  would  wi(h  undone* 

x. 

And  yet  dominion  was  not  his  defign ; 

We  owe  that  bleffing,  not  to  him,  but  heaven, 
Which  to  fair  a6ts  unfought  rewards  did  join ; 

Rewards,  that  lefs  to  him  than  us  were  given. 

XI. 

Our  former  chiefs,  like  fticklers  of  the  war,    4i 
Firil fought  to  inflame  the  parties,  then  topoife: 

The  quarrel  lov'd,  but  did  the  caufe  abhor; 
And  did  not  ftrike  to  hurt,  but  make  a  noife. 

Ver.  36.     By  a&s  their  age  too  late  would  xrijh  undone  ]     Infeo 
turn  volet  efle,  dolor  quod  fuaferit  et  mens.    Hor.  1.  Ep.  ii.  1.  Go* 

John  Wartom. 
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XII. 

War, our  confumption,  was  their  gainful  trade:  45 
We  inward  bled,  whilft  they  prolonged  our  pain ; 

He  fought  to  end  our  fighting,  and  eflay'd 
To  (launch  the  blood  by  breathing  of  the  vein. 

XIII. 

Swift  and  reGftlefs  through  the  land  he  pail, 

Like  that  bold  Greek  who  did  the  Eaft  fubdue, 
And  made  to  battles  fuch  heroic  hade,  51 

As  if  on  wings  of  vi&ory  he  flew. 
XIV. 
He  fought  fecure  of  fortune  as  of  fame : 

Still,  by  new  maps,  the  ifland  might  be  (hown, 

Of  conquefb, which  he  ftrew'd  where'er  he  came, 

Thick  as  the  galaxy  with  ftars  is  fown.        56 

xv. 

His  palms,  though  under  weights  they  did  not 

(land, 

Still  thriv'd;  no  winter  could  his  laurels  fade: 

Vcr.48.  To  (launch  the  blood  by  breathing  of  the  vein.]  The 
loyalifts  fuppofed  that  by  this  line  Drvden  meant  to  allude  to 
Cromwell'*  murder  of  his  Sovereign.  Thus  in  "The  Laureat,"  or 
"  Jack  Squabl/s  Hiftory  in  a  little  drawn,  Down  to  his  evening, 
from  his  early  dawn,"  ver/21 — 25. 

u  Nay,  had  our  Charles,  by  heavens  fevere  decree, 
Been  found,  and  murtherM  in  the  royal  tree, 
Even  thou  hadft  prais'd  the  fact ;  his  father  flain, 
Thou  call 'ft  but  gently  breathing  of  a  vein/' 

Malone. 
Ver.  56.    —galaxy  with  ftars  is  fown.]     Lucretius,  Lib.  ii# 
ver.44. 

— "  Lumine  conferit  anrau" 

John  Wartok* 
iql  x.  C 

Digitized  by  VjOOQlC 


18  ON  THE  DEATH  OF 

Heav'n  in  his  portrait  fhew'd  a  workman's  hand, 

And  drew  it  perfeft,  yet  without  a  (hade.    6a 
xvi. 
Peace  was  the  prize  of  all  his  toil  and  care, 

Which  war  had  banifh'd,  and  did  now  reftore: 
Bologna's  walls  thus  mounted  in  the  air, 

To  feat  themfelves  more  furely  than  before, 
xvn. 
Her  fafety  refcu'd  Ireland  to  him  owes ;         6* 

And  treacherous  Scotland  to  no  intereft  true, 
Yet  bled  that  fate  which  did  his  arms  difpofe 

Her  land  to  civilize,  as  to  fubdue„ 

XVIII. 

Nor  was  he  like  thofe  ftars  which  only  ftiine, 
When  to  pale  mariners  they  ftorms  portend : 

He  had  his  calmer  influence,  and  his  mein     71 
Did  love  and  majefty  together  blend. 

XIX. 

Tis  true,  his  countenance  did  imprint  an  awe  ; 

And  naturally  all  fouls  to  his  did  bow, 
As  wands  of  divination  downward  draw,         7s 

And  point  to  beds  where  fovereign  gold  doth 
grow. 

Ver.  63.    Bologna* s  walls  thus  mounted  in  the  air, 

To  fiat  themfelves  more  furely  than  before.] 

It  is  faid  that  at  the  fiege  of  Bologna  in  1512,  a  mine  blew  up 
that  part  of  the  wall  of  the  church  of  San&a  Maria  del  Bara- 
cano,  on  which  flood  a  miraculous  image  of  the  bleffed  Virgiu. 
Though  it  was  carried  fo  high,  that  both  armies  could  fee  on* 
another  through  the  breach,  yet  it  fell  again  exactly  into  its 
place,  fo  that  it  was  impoflible  to  fee  where  it  had  been  fepa- 
rated.  Derrick* 
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XX. 

"When  paft  all  offerings  to  Feretrian  Jovfe, 
He  Mars  depoVdj  and  arms  to  gowns  made 
yield ; 

Succefeful  councils  did  him  JToon  approve 
As  fit  for  clofe  intrigues*  as  open  field.        so 

XXI. 

To  fuppliant  Holland  he  vouchfaf  d  a  peace, 

Our  once  bold  rival  of  the  Britifh  iriain, 
Now  tamely  glad  her  unjuft  claim  to  ceafe* 
And  buy  our  friendfhip  with  her  idol,  gain. 
XXII.     • 
Fame  of  the  aflerted  fea  through  Europe  blown, 
Made  France  and  Spain  ambitious  of  his 
love  i  &6 

Ver.  86.  Made  Frante  and  Spain  ambition*  of  his  love.]  The 
9th  of  March,  \66l,  died  at  Vincennes,  Cardinal  Mazarin,  at 
upwards  of  50  years  of  age.  Cardinal  Richelieu  lived  neatly 
the  fame  number  of  years.  They  had  governed  France  fuccef- 
fively  as  prime  mini  Iters,  each  of  them  nearly  eighteen  years, 
With  much  the  fame  kind  of  authority  that  the  grand  Viziers  ex* 
ercife  among  the  Turks.  Both  were  ambitious;  Mazarin  was 
more  timid,  more  defigning,  more  fubtle,  pliant,  and  unfteady ; 
Richelieu  was  more  refolute,  more  warm,  had  greater  parts,  was 
more  obftinate*  and  more  fixed  and  determined.  Mazarin's  ge- 
nius for  bufinefs  was  more  limited  :  he  was  better  acquainted 
with  the  foibles  of  mankind,  and  knew  well  how  to  keep  them 
infufpenfe.  Richelieu,  with  more  extenlive  talents,  was  better 
verfed  in  bufinefs,  and  maintained  his  power,  by  awing  fome* 
and  amufing  others  with  hopes.  Mazarin  had  a  greater  knack 
at  fpeeching*  and  was  more  happily  formed  to  pleafe  the  ladies : 
Richelieu  would  much  fooner  gain  the  confidence  of  a  man  :  and 
he  perfuaded  more  by  deeds  than  words,  it  is  faid  that  on 
March  17,  16*53,  Monficur  Bourdeaux,  the  Ambauador  Ex- 
traordinary, fent  by  Mazarin,  from  the  King  of  France  to 
Cromwell^  made  his  public  entry,  and  on  the  way  had  his  au- 

c2 
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Each  knew  that  fide  mud  conquer  he  would 
own; 
And  for  him  fiercely,  as  for  empire,  ftrove. 

XXIII, 
No  fooner  was  the  Frenchman's  caufe  embrac'd, 
Than  the  light  Monfieur  the  grave  Don  out- 
weigh'd :  90 

His  fortune  turn'd  the  fcale  where'er  'twas  caft; 
Though  Indian  mines  were  in  the  other  laid* 
XXIV. 
When  abfent,  yet  we  conquer'd  in  his  right : 
For  though  fome  meaner  artift's  (kill  were 
fhown 

dience  at  the  Banqucting-houfe,  Whitehall ;  when  he  extolled 
the  virtues  of  his  Highnefs,  begs  his  friendship,  and"  fays,  that 
the  Divine  Providence,  after  fo  many  calamities,  could  not  deal 
more  favourably  with  thefe  nations,  or  caufe  them  to  forget 
their  miferies,  with  greater  fatisfa&ion,  than  by  fu omitting  them 
to  fojufta  government*  Cromwell  gained  an  entire  afcendant 
even  over  the  artful  Mazarin.  In  the  treaty  the  protector's 
name  was  inferted  before  that  of  the  King.  Thurloe,  V.  3-  p.- 
103.  Dr.  J.  Wartoft. 

Ver.  91  •  His  fortune]  Cromwell,  it  is  faid,  appeared  pre* 
cifely  at  a  time,  when  he  could  fucceed.  Under  Elizabeth  he 
would  have  been  hanged  ;  under  Charles  II.  ridiculed.  He  ap- 
peared when  England  was  difgufted  with  kings,  and  his  fon 
Richard  when  they  were  equally  dMgufted  with  protectors.  Some 
men  owe  their  fame  and  eminence  to  the  circumftances  of  the 
age  in  which  they  happened  to  live;  to  the  taftc  of  their  parti- 
cular times ;  to  the  exigencies  of  the  ftatc ;  to  the  enemies  they 
found  to  combat,  and  to  other  favourable  circumftances  and 
events.  But  the  following  great  men  would  have  been  great  in 
all  ages,  and  in  all  countries : — Homer,  Hippocrates,  Epami- 
nondas,  Philip,  Ariftotle,  Archimedes,  Scipio,  Virgil,  Horace, 
Caefar,  Hannibal,  Mango-Copac,  Confucius,  Mahomet  II.  Cer- 
vantes, Cortoz,  Keplej,  Copernicus,  Bacon,  Newton,  Marlbo- 
rough, Moliere,  FontcneHe,  Turenne,  Machiavel,  Milton, 
Montccucoli,  Dante,  and  Columbus.  Dr.  J.  Wartok. 
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In  mingling  colours,  or  in  placing  light ;         95 
Yet  (till  the  fair  defignment  was  his  own. 

XXV. 
For  from  all  tempers  he  could  fervice  draw ; 

The  worth  of  each,  with  its  alloy,  he  knew, 
And,  as  the  confident  of  Nature,  faw 

Howfhe  complexions  did  divide  and  brew.    100 

XXVI. 

Or  he  their  (ingle  virtues  did  fairey, 
By  intuition,  in  his  own  large  breaft, 

Where  all  the  rich  ideas  of  them  lay, 

That  were  the  rule  and  meafureto  the  reft. 

XXVII. 
When  fuch  heroic  virtue  heaven  fets  out,         105 

The  ftars,  like  commons,  fullenly  obey ; 
Becaufe  it  drains  them  when  it  comes  about, 

And  therefore  is  a  tax  they  feldom  pay. 

XXVIU. 
From  this  high  fpring  our  foreign  conquefts  flow, 
Which  yet  more  glorious  triumphs  do  por- 
tend; 110 
Since  their  commencement  to  his  arms  they  owe, 
If  fprings  as  high  as  fountains  may  afcend. 


Ver.  96.    ——dtfgnmcnt']      He  has  borrowed  this  word  from 
Spenfer,  F.  Q.  11.  xi.  10. 

"'Gainft  which  the  fecond  troupe deftgnment  makes:" 
That  is,  plot,     Dryden  however  ufes  it  (imply  for  defig*  or  plan. 
It  mould  be  added,  that  deffignmnt  is  the  reading  of  Spenfcr's  2d 
edition ;  as  the  firft  reads,  without  perfpicuity,  affignment. 

Tod*. 
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XXIX. 
He  made  us  free-men  of  the  continent, 

Whopfi  nature  did  like  captives  treat  before } 

To  nobler  preys  the  Englifh  lion  fent,  ns 

And  taught  him  firft  in  Belgian  walks  to  roar, 

xxx. 
That  old  unqueftion'd  pirate  of  the  land, 

Proud  Rome,  with  dread  the  fate  of  Dun- 
kirk heard ; 
And  trembling  wifti'd  behind  more  Alps  to  (land, 
Although  an  Alexander  were  her  guard,    xso 

XXXI. 
By  his  command  we  bpldly  crofs'd  the  line, 

And   bravely  fought  where    fouthern  ftars 

arife ; 

We  trac'd  the  far-fetch'd  gold  unto  the  mine, 

And  that  which  brib'd  our  fathers  made  our 

prize. 

XXXII. 
Such  was  our  prince ;  yet  own'd  a  foul  above  125 

The  higheft  a&s  it  could  produce  to  fhow : 

Thus  poor  mechanic  arts  in  public  move, 

Whilft  the  deep  fecrets  beyond  pra&ice  go. 

XXXIII. 
Nor  dy'd  he  when  his  ebbing  fame  went  lefs 

But  when  frefh  laurels  courted  him  to  live  : 

Ver.  113.  He  made  us  freemen,  fyc]  We  may  be  faid  to  have 
been  made  freemen  of  the  Continent  by  the  taking  of  Dunkirk, 
which  was  wrefted  from  the  Spaniards  by  the  united  forces  ot 
France  and  England,  and  delivered  up  to  the  latter  in  the  be* 
ginning  of  1658.  Db&RICK. 

Ver.  120.  Although  an  Alexander,  $c]  At  this  time  Alexau* 
der  VII.  fat  in  the  papal  chair.  Dsrrick, 
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He  feem'd  but  to  prevent  fome  new  fuccefs,  131 
As  if  above  what  triumphs  earth  could  give. 

XXXIV. 
His  lateft  vi&ories  ftill  thickeft  came, 

As  near  the  center  motion  doth  increafe;  13* 
'Till  he,  prefs'd  down  by  his  own  weighty  name, 

Did,  like  the  veftal,  under  fpoils  deceafe.  136 

xxxv. 
But  firft  the  ocean  as  a  tribute  fent 

The  giant  prince  of  all  her  watry  herd  ; 
And  the  ifle,  when  her  prote&ing  genius  went, 

Upon  his  obfequies  loud  fighs  conferred,    uo 

xxxvi. 
No  civil  broils  have  fince  his  death  arofe, 

But  fa&ion  now  by  habit  does  obey ; 
And  wars  have  that  refpeft  for  his  repofe, 

As  winds  for  halcyons,  when  they  breed  at  fea. 

XXXVII. 
His  afhes  in  a  peaceful  urn  (hall  reft,  145 

His  name  a  great  example  ftands,  to  ftiow, 


Ver.  135.  'Till  he,  prefs'd  down  by  his  own  weighty  name,] 
Not  unlike  Livy,  who  defcribing  the  Progrefs  of  the  City  of 
Rome,  fays,"  Quae  ab  cxiguis  perfe&a  initiis,  eo  creverit  ut  jam 
xnagnitudine  Jaboretfua.  John  Warton. 

Ver.  145.  His  ajhes  in  a  peaceftti  urn  Jhall  reft,]  Our 
poet's  prophetical  capacity  here  failed,  for  we  read  in  the 
accurate  memoirs  of  the  Prote6torate-Houfe  of  Cromwell, 
by  Mark  Noble,  F.S.A.-r-"He  was  eleded  Protedor,  De. 
cember  12,  1653,  and  inaugurated  again  with  more  Hate, 
June  20,  1<>57  ;  and  died  peaceably  in  his  bed  (worn  out  by  ex- 
ceffive  fatigue  of  mind  mid  body,  by  grief  in  domeftic  misfor* 
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How  ftrangely  high  endeavours  may  be  bleft, 
Where  piety  and  valour  jointly  go. 

tunes,  and  his  load  of  debts),  at  his  palace  at  Whitehall,  upon 
his  aufpicious  September  3,  l65B  ;  and  was  buried  with  more 
than  regal  pomp,  in  the  fepulchre  of  our  monarch*,  from  whence 
at  the  reftoration,  his  body  was  dragged  to,  and  expofed  upon 
the  gallows  at  Tyburn,  the  trunk  thrown  into  a  hole  beneath  it, 
and  his  head  fet  upon  a  pole  at  Weftminfter-Hall."  Noble's  Me« 
moirs,  vol.  I.  p.  145,  Jopir  Wartok, 
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A  POEM 

ON   THE   HAPPT    RESTORATION  AND  RETURN   OF    HIS 
SACRED    MAJESTY  CHARLES  II.  1660. 

Jam  rcdit  3?  VirgQ,  redeunt  Saturnia  regna.  Virg* 

The  lad  great  age  foretold  by  facred  rhymes 
Renews  its  finifh'd  courfe ;  Saturnian  times 
Roll  round  again. 

NOW  with  a  general  peace  the  world  was 

bleft, 
While  our's,  a  world  divided  from  the  reft, 
A  dreadful  quiet  felt,  and  worfer  far  j£ 

Than  arms,  a  fullen  interval  of  war : 
Thus  when  black  clouds  draw  down  the  laboring 

ikies,  5 

Ere  yet  abroad  the  winged  thunder  flies, 

Ver.  1.  Now  with  a  general]  Waller,  as  well  as  Dryden, 
altered  his  fentiments*  and  changed  his  notes,  on  the  Restoration; 
and  when  the  King  hinted  to  him  the  inferiority  of  his  fecond 
poem  to  the  former,  anfwered,  "  Poets,  Sir,  fucceed  better  in  fic- 
tion than  in  truth."  What  notice  Charles  took  of  Dryden's 
Aftrae*  we  are  ignorant.  Dr.  J.  Wartok. 
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An  horrid  ftillnefs  firft  invades  the  ear, 
And  in  that  filence  we  the  tempeft  fear. 
The  ambitious  Swede,  like  reftlefs  billows  toft, 
On  this  hand  gaining  what  on  that  he  loft,      10 
Though  in  his  life  he  blood  and  ruin  breath'd, 
To  his  now  guidelefs  kingdom  peace  bequeathe 
And  heaven,  that  feem'd  regardlefs  of  our  fate, 
For  France  and  Spain  did  miracles  create ; 
Such  mortal  quarrels  to  compofe  in  peace,      15 
As  nature  bred,  and  intereft  did  increafe. 
We  figh'd  to  hear  the  fair  Iberian  bride 
Muft  grow  a  lily  to  the  lily's  fide, 
While  our  crofs  ftars  deny'd  us  Charles  his  bed, 
Whom  our  firft  flames  and  virgin  love  did  wed. 

Ver.  7.    An  horrid  filence  firft  invades  the  ear,]     See  Thomp- 
ton's  impending  dorm  in  Summer,  v#  1116. 

"  A  boding  filence  reigns, 

Dread  thro'  the  dun  expanfe ;  fave  the  dull  found 
That  from  the  mountain,  previous  to  the  storm, 
Rolls  o'er  the  muttering  earth,  difturbs  the  flood, 
And  makes  the  foreft-leaf  without  a  breath." 

John  Warton. 

Ibid.  An  horrid Jlillnefs  firjl  invades  the  ear, 

And  in  that  filence  we  the  tempeft  fear.]  This  diflich 
-mislaid  hold  of  by  the  wits  of  the  times,  and  among  others  by 
Capt.  Alexander  Radcliff,  in  his  news  from  Hell,  who  ridicule* 
it  thus : 

f*  Laureat,  who  was  both  learn'd  apd  florid, 

"  Was  damn'd  long  fince  for  filence  horrid  : 

"  Nor  had  there  been  fuch  clutter  made, 

"  But  that  this  filence  did  invade; 

4i  Invade  /  and  fo't  might  well,— that's  clear : 

"  But  what  did  it  invide  ? — —an  ear?        Derrick* 

Ver,  19.    —  dtntfd  us  Charles  his  bed,]     Original  edition, 

Tqdd, 
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J?or  his  long  abfence  church  and  ftate  did  groan ; 
Madnefs  the  pulpit,  fa&ion  feiz'd  the  throne  \J 
Experience  age  in  deep  defpair  was  loft, 
To  fee  the  rebel  thrive,  the  loyal  croft :  24 

Youth,  that  with  joys  had  unacquainted  been, 
Enyy'd  gray  hairs  that  once  good  days  had  feen : 
We  thought  our  fires,  not  with  their  own  con- 
tent, 
Had  ere  we  came  to  age,  our  portion  fpent. 
Nor  could  our  nobles  hope  their  bold  attempt, 
Who  ruin'd  crowns  would  coronets  exempt.     30 
For  when  by  their  defigning  leaders  taught 
To  ftrike  at  pow'r  which  for   themfelves  they 

fought, 
The  vulgar,  gull'd  into  rebellion,  arm'd ; 
Their  blood  to  a&ion  by  the  prize  was  warm'd. 
The  facred  purple  then  and  fcarlet  gown,        35 
Like  fanguine  dye,  to  elephants  was  (hewn. 
Thus  when  the  bold  Typhoeus  fcal'd  the  fky* 
And  forc'd  great  Jove  from  his  own  heav'n  to 

Ver.  22.  Madnefs  the  pulpit,]  From  the  numerous  fermons 
preached  before  the  Parliament,  particularly  from  1640  to  1650, 
a  variety  of  curious  examples  might  be  adduced  to  prove  the 
juftnefs  of  Dryden's  affertion.  And  who  can  wonder  at  this 
aflertion,  when  he  is  told  that  notifications  of  the  following  kind 
were  affixed  on  walls  and  door-pofts :  "  On  fuch  a  day  fuch  a 
brewer's  clerk  exerci/eth  ;  fuch  a  taylor  expoundetk ;  fuch  a  water- 
man teacheth  !"  See  the  Preface  to  Featley's  Dippers  Dipt, 
4to.  1647.  For  $  minute  account  of  the  ravings  and  ran  tings 
of  many  of  the  preachers  before  the  Parliament,  the  reader  is 
referred  to  a  collection  of  extra&s  from  their  difcourfes,  entitled 
EvangeUufn  Armatum,  printed  foon  after  the  Restoration  of  King 
Charles  II.  Todd. 
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(What  king,  what  crown  from  treafon's  reach 

is  free, 
If  Jove  and  Heav'n  can  violated  be  ?)  40 

The  leffer  gods,  that  fhar'd  his  profperous  date, 
All  fuffer'd  in  the  exil'd  Thunderer's  fate. 
The  rabble  now  fuch  freedom  did  enjoy, 
As  winds  at  fea,  that  ufe  it  to  deftroy : 
Blind  as  the  Cyclop,  and  as  wild  as  he,  45 

They  own'd  a  lawlefs  favage  liberty. 
Like  that  our  painted  anceftors  fo  priz'd, 
Ere  empire's  arts  their  breafts  had  civiliz'd. 
How  great  were  then  our  Charles  his  woes,  who 

thus 
Was  forc'd  to  fuffer  for  himfelf  and  us  !  6# 

He,  tofs'd  by  fate,  and  hurry'd  up  and  down, 
Heir  to  his  father's  forrows,  with  his  crown, 
Could  tafte  no  fweets  of  youth's  defired  age ; 
But  found  his  life  too  true  a  pilgrimage. 
Unconquer'd  yet  in  that  forlorn  eftate,  55 

His  manly  courage  overcame  his  fate. 
His  wounds  he  took,  like  Romans,  on  his  bread, 
Which  by  his  virtue  were  with  laurels  dreft. 

Ver.  46.  They  own'd  a  lawle/s]  "  Perhaps,"  fays  Swift,  Vol.  x. 
p.  188,  "  in  my  own  thoughts,  I  prefer  a  well-inftituted  com- 
mon-wealth before  a  monarchy ;  and  I  know  feveral  others  of  the 
fame  opinion.  Now,  if  on  this  pretence  I  would  infift  on  liberty 
of  conscience,  form  conventicles  of  republicans,  and  print  books, 
preferring  that  fort  of  government,  and  condemning  what  is 
eftaJbliflied,  the  magiftrate  would  with  great  juftice  hang  me  and 
my  difciple*."  Dr.  J.  Wartow. 

Ver.  49.  How  great  were  that  our  Charles  his  woes,]  Original 
editidn,  and  rightly  fo  printed  for  the  fake  of  the  metre. 

Todd. 

Ver.  67.    His  wounds  he  took,  tike  Romans,  on  his  breast9]    My 

Digitized  by  VjOOQlC 


ASTRJEA  REDUX.  29 

As  fouls  reach  heaven  while  yet  in  bodies  pent, 
So  did  he  live  above  his  baniftiment.  Go 

That  fun,  which  we  beheld  with  cozen'd  eyes 
Within  the  water,  mov'd  along  the  ikies. 
How  eafy  'tis,  when  deftiny  proves  kind, 
With  full-fpread  fails  to  run  before  the  wind  ! 
But  thofe  that'gainft  ftiffgales  laveering  go,  €5 
Mud  be  at  once  refolv'd  and  fkilful  too. 


reader  will  not  be  difpleafed  with  the  following  citation  from 
Elian's  Various  Hiftory,  1.  12,  cap.  21.  "  The  matrons  of 
Lacedaemon,  when  they  received  the  news  that  their  fons  were 
(lain  in  battle,  were  accuftomed  to  go  forth  to  infpccl  their 
wounds,  both  before  and  behind ;  and  when  they  found  the 
greater  number  was  before,  they  conducted  the  bodies  of  their 
children  to  the  monuments  of  their  anceftors  with  great  folcm- 
nity,  and  a  kind  of  ftern  pride  in  their  countenances  ;  but  if  they 
perceived  any  wounds  behind,  weeping  and  blufhing  for  fharae, 
they  departed  with  the  utraoft  fecrecv,  leaving  the  dead  bodies 
to  be  interred  in  the  common  fcpulchre,  or  carried  them  away 
byftealth  to  be  privately  buried  at  home." 

To  which  we  may  add  thefe  fpiritcd  lines  of  Tyrtseus,  (b  pecu- 
liarly applicable  at  this  important  juncture. 

AtT0{  ^   it  WQOltaXpM  ViCVf  f  iXoir  A/AfiCTI  Qvpofy 

Art/  Tf  xat  Xoa?  xcn  vartp  ft/xAcfcaif* 
DoXAa  h*  r^toto  xa*  aminos  o/Ap«Xoi<rcriK, 

Toy  o  oAoftogorau  y.i*  OfA»f  moi  »jci  yfiporra,*, 
Apya&tv  Ji  sroOw  wacr*  xtxnh  woA*?. 

Now  fall'n,  the  nobleft  of  the  van,  he  dies! 

His  city  by  the  beauteous  death  renown'd ; 
His  low-bent  father  marking,  where  he  lies, 

The  (hi eld,  the  bread-plate,  hackt  by  many  a  wound. 

The  young,  the  old,  alike  commingling  tears, 
His  country's  heavy  grief  bedews  the  grave ; 
And  all  his  race  in  verdant  luftre  wears 
Fame's  richeft  wreath,  tranfraitted  from  the  brave. 

Polwhele's  Tranflation. 
John  Warton. 
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He  would  not,  like  foft  Otho,  hope  prevent* 
But  ftay'd  and  fuffer'd  fortune  to  repent* 
Thefe  virtues  Galba  in  a  ftranger  fought* 
And  Pifo  to  adopted  empire  brought*  70 

How  fhall  I  then  my  doubtful  thoughts  exprefe* 
That  muft  bis  fufferings  both  regret  and  blefs  ? 
For  when  his  early  valour  Heav'n  had  croft ; 
And  all  at  Worcefter  but  the  honour  loft ; 
Forc'd  into  exile  from  his  rightful  throne,       75 
He  made  all  countries  where  he  came  his  own ; 
And  viewing  monarchs*  fecret  arts  of  fway, 
A  royal  fa6lor  for  his  kingdoms  lay* 
Thus  baniih'd  David  fpent  abroad  his  time, 
When  to  be  God's  anointed  was  his  crime ;    so 
And  when  reftor'd,  made  his  proud  neighbours 

rue 
Thofe  choice  remarks  he  from  his  travels  drew. 
Nor  is  he  only  by  affliftions  {hown 
To  conquer  others  realms,  but  rule  his  own  : 
Recovering  hardly  what  he  loft  before,  85 

His  right  endears  it  much ;  his  purchafe  more. 

Ver.   78.     A  royal  faSor  for  his  kingdoms  /ay.]     Original 
edition,  their  kingdoms.  Todd. 

Ver.  86.  His  right  endears]  "  It  is  remarkable,"  fays  Algarottit 
"  that  no  great  people  is  governed  by  families  that  have  been  ori- 
ginally natives.  China  is  governed  by  Tartars  ;  the  Euphrates, 
the  Nile,  Oroutes,  Greece,  Epirus,  by  Turks.  It  is  not  an 
Englifli  race  that  governs  England ;  it  is  a  German  family  that 
has  fuccecded  a  Dutch  prince ;  he  fucceeded  a  Scotch  family, 
which  had  fucceeded  a  family  of  Anjou,  which  had  fucceeded 
a  Norrnau  family,  which  had  driven  away  a  Saxon  family/' 

Dr.  J.  Wahtok* 
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Inur'd  to  fuffer  ere  he  came  to  reign, 

No  raih  procedure  will  his  attions  (lain  : 

To  bufinefs  ripen'd  by  digeftive  thought, 

His  future  rule  is  into  method  brought :  j* 

As  they  who  firft  proportion  underftand, 

With  eafy  pra&ice  reach  a  matter's  hand. 

Well  might  the  ancient  poets  then  confer 

On  Night  the  honour'd  name  of  Counfeller,  9* 

Since  ftruck  with  rays  of  profperous  fortune 

blind, 
We  light  alone  in  dark  afflictions  find. 
In  fuch  adverfities  to  fcepters  trained, 
The  name  of  Great  his  famous  grandfire  gain'd  ; 
Who  yet  a  king  alone  in  name  and  right,        99 
With  hunger,  cold,  and  angry  Jove  did  fight; 
Shock'd  by  a  Covenanting  League's  vaft  pow'rs, 
As  holy  and  as  catholic  as  our's : 
Till  fortune's  fruitlefs  fpite  had  made  it  known, 
Her  blows  not  (hook  but  riveted  his  throne. 

Some  lazy  ages,  lost  in  deep  and  eafe,       io> 
No  a&ion  leave  to  bufy  chronicles: 
Such,  whofe  fupine  felicity  but  makes 
In  (lory  chafms,  in  epoches  miftakes ; 
O'er  whom  Time  gently  (hakes   his   wings  of 

down, 
Till  with  his  filent  fickle  they  are  mown. 

Ver.  101.  Shock'd  by  a  Covenanting  League.]     Original  edit. 

Todd. 
Ver.  108.  —  wi  epoches  miftakes  %    Original  edition. 

Todd. 

Digitized  by  VjOOQlC 


52  ASTRffiA  REDUX. 

Such  is  not  Charles  bis  toojoo  aftive  age* 
Which,  govern'd  by  the  wild  diflemper'd  rage 
Of  fome  black  ftar  infe&ing  all  the  ikies, 
Made  him  at  his  own  cod  like  Adam  wife. 
Tremble  ye  nations,  who  fecure  before,         115 
Laugh'dat  thbfe  arms  that  gainft  our  felveswe 

bore  j 
Rouz'd  by  the  lafh  of  his  own  ftubbom  tail, 
Our  lion  now  will  foreign  foes  afiaiL 
With  alga  who  the  facred  altar  ftrews  ? 
To  all  the  fea-gods  Charles  an  offering  owes : 


Ver.  111.  Charles  his  too  too  active  age,]  Original  edition. 
Derrick  prints 

"  Such  is  not  Charles9  too  too  a&ive  age/' 
See  alfo  before,  ver.  49.  Too  too  active  age,  was  an  ancient 
formulary.      So  in  H.  Parrot's  Springes  for  Woodcocks,  12mo. 
Lond.  1013,  Epigram  133,  Lib,  1. 

"  tis  knownc  her  iefiing's  too  too  evill." 

And  even  in  profe,  as  in  Penris  Exhortation  vnto  the  Goner" 
nours,  $c.  of  Wales,  1588,  p.  51.  "  The  cafe  is  too  too  raanifeft.* 
Too  too  for  exceeding  is  alfo  ufed  in  the  Lancashire  dialed.  I 
▼enture  to  add  part  of  P.  Fletcher's  well-drawn  character  of  Laf- 
civioufnefs  perfonified,  Purp.  ]jl.  edit.  1633,  p.  90. 

"  Broad  were  his  jefts,  wilde  his  uncivil  fport ; 
"  His  faftuon  too  too  fond,  and  loofly  light : 
"  A  long  love-lock  on  his  left  moulder  plight, 
"  Like  to  a  woman's  hair,  well  fhew'd  a  woman's  fpritc/' 

Todd. 
Ver.  115,    —  who  fecure  before,]     Original  edition. 

Todd. 
Ver.  117.    Rouz'd  by  the  lafh  of  his  own  Jlubborn  tail,]    An 
Homeric  fimile.  Johx  WartoV. 

Ver#  119.     With  alga  who  the  sacred  altars  strews  ? 

To  all  the  fea-gods  Charles  an  offering  owes  : 
A  bull  to  thee,  For  twins,  shall  bejlain, 
A  lamb  to  you,  ye  tempefts  of  the  main :  ] 
He  had  not  yet  learned,  indeed  he  never  learned  well,  to 
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A  bull  to  thee,  Portunus,  fliall  be  flain,       121 
A  lamb  to  you,  ye  tempeftsofthemain: 
For  thofe  loud  ftorms  that  did  againft  him  roar, 
Have  caft  his  (hipwreck'd  veflel  on  the  fliore. 
Yet  as  wife  artifts  mix  their  colours  fo,  125 

That  by  degrees  they  from  each  other  go  : 
Black  fteals   unheeded   from  the  neighb'ring 

white, 
Without  offending  the  well-cozen'd  fight  i 
So  on  us  ftole  our  blefled  change ;   while  we  129 
The  cffe6l  did  feel,  but  fcarce  the  manner  fee. 
Frofts  that  conftrain  the  ground,  and  birth  deny 
To  flow'rs  that  in  its  womb  expe6ling  lie, 
Do  feldom  their  ufurping  pow'r  withdraw, 
But  raging  floods  purfue  their  hafty  thaw. 
Our  thaw  was  mild,  the  cold  not  chas'd  away, 
But  loft  in  kindly  heat  of  lengthned  day.       136 
Heaven  would  no  bargain  for  its  bleffings  drive, 
But  what  we  could  not  pay  for,  freely  give. 
The  Prince  of  peace  would  like  himfelf  confer 
A  gift  unhop'd,  without  the  price  of  war :       140 
Yet,  as  he  knew  his  bleffing's  worth,  took  care, 
That  w«  ftiould  know  it  by  repeated  pray'r ; 

forbear  the  improper  ufe  of  mythology.  After  having  thus  re- 
warded the  heathen  deities  for  their  care,  he  tells  us  in  the  lan- 
guage of  religion, 

Prayer  ftorm'd  the  flues,  and  raviuYd  Charles  from  thence, 
As  Heav'n  itfelf  is  took  by  violence.  Joutffteff. 
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Which  ftorm'd  the  ikies*  and  ravifh'd  CharW 

from  thenCe, 
As  heaven  itfelf  is  took  by  violence. 
Booth's  forward  valour  only  ferv'd  to  (how,  us 
He  durft  that  duty  pay  we  all  did  owe : 
The  attempt  was  fair;  but  heaven  s  prefixed  hour 
Not  come :  fo  like  the  watchful  traveller 
That  by  the  moon's  miftaken  light  did  rife, 
Lay  down  again,  and  clos'd  his  weary  eyes.  150 
'Twas  Monk,    whom  Providence  defign'd  to 

loofe 
Thofe  real  bonds  falfefreedom  did  impofe. 

Ver.  145«  Booth'sforward  valour,  &c]  In  1 659,  Sir  George 
Booth  aflembled  a  conuderable  body  of  men  for  the  king's  fer- 
Vice  in  Chefhire,  and  poflefled  himfclf  of  Cheftcr,  Chick-caftle, 
and  feveral  other  places,  being  joined  by  the  Earl  of  Derby,  Lord 
Kilmurray,  Sir  Thomas  Middlcton,  Major-general  Egerton,  with 
other  loyal  gentlemen,  who  encountering  with  Lambert,  general 
of  the  parliament's  forces,  were  entirely  routed  at  Winnington- 
bridge,  near  Northwich,  in  Chefhire,  and  mod  of  the  principal 
people  made  prifoners.  Deehjck. 

Ver.  151.  'Twos  Monk,  &c]  General  George  Monk  bad 
the  command  of  the  parliament's  array  in  Scotland  at  the  death 
of  Cromwell,  whofe  fon  Richard  he  caufed  to  be  proclaimed  Pro- 
tector, in  compliance  with  their  order.  He  (hortlv  afterwards 
marched  with  his  forces  towards  London,  where  he  managed 
matters  fo  well  as  to  bring  about  the  reiteration  of  the  king, 
without  the  lead  blood fhed ;  for  which  good  fervice  he  honoured 
him  with  the  order  of  the  garter,  created  him  Duke  of  Albe* 
marie,  &c.  &c.  on  account  of  his  being  defcended  on  the  mo* 
ther's  fide  from  Richard  Beauchamp,  Earl  of  Albemarle  and 
Warwick. 

Jn  166*6  he  was  united  with  the  Duke  of  York,  in  command  of 
the  fleet  that  was  fent  againd  the  Dutch,  A  dropfy  carried  him 
out  of  the  world  on  the  3d  day  of  January,  1679,  aged  fe?enty- 
one  years.  His  air  was  majeftic,  his  countenance  grave ;  he  was 
equal  in  his  proceedings ;  folid,  and  intrepid  in  his  conduct.  He 
kept  the  army  under  itsiS  difcipline,  and  fet  a  noble  example  of 
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The  blefled    faints  that  watch'd  this  turning 

fcene, 
Did  from  their  ftars  with  joyful  wonder  lean, 
To  fee  fmall  clues  draw  vafteft  weights  along, 
Not  in  their  bulk  but  in  their  order  ftrong.    156 
Thus  pencils  can  by  one  flight  touch  reftore, 
Smiles  to  that  changed  face  that  wept  before. 
With  eafe  fuch  fond  chimoeras  we  purfue, 
As  fancy  frames  for  fancy  to  fubdue :  160 

But  when  ourfelvesto  a&ion  we  betake, 
It  (huns  the  mint  like  gold  that  chemifts  make. 
How  hard  was  then  his  talk !  at  once  to  be 
What  in  the  body  natural  we  fee  ! 

virtue  to  his  foldiers,  being  an  enemy  to  drunkennefs,  blafphemy, 
and  incontinence.  Derrick. 

The  indefatigable  perfeverance,  the  impenetrable  fccrecy,  the 
art  of  feizing  the  proper  moment  for  action,  enabled  Mottck  to 
luring  about  the  important  event  of  the  Restoration.  He  would 
not  truft  his  own  brother  with  his  detign,  when  Sir  R.  Grenville 
came  to  confult  him  on  the  fubjed.  Not  that  any  abilities 
alone  could  poflibly  have  given  him  fuccefs,  if  the  whole  nation, 
tired  and  difgufted  with  the  abfurdities  and  the  tyrannies  of  their 
rulers,  had  not  been  ripe  for  a  change,  and  united  in  a  wifh  to 
recal  the  heir  to  the  crown;  fo  that  Monck  in  reality,  accord* 
ing  to  Mr.  Walpole,  only  furnifhed  a  hand  to  the  heart  of  the 
nation.  Yet  this  general  mud  have  been  a  man  of  greater  in* 
lents  than  are  ufually  fuppofed.  After  his  death,  a  thin  folio 
volume  was  publiflied,  entitled,  "  Obfervations  on  Military  and 
Political  Affairs,"  written  by  the  mod  Honourable  George  Duke 
of  Albemarle.  He  married  a  blackfmith's  daughter,  a  woman 
of  ftrong  fenfe,  who  governed  her  hufband  as  Sarah  Duchefs  of 
Marlborough  did  the  Duke,  and  who  is  faid  to  have  been  inftru- 
mental  in  promoting  the  Reft  oration.  Dr.  Johnfon  fays,  this 
paflage  down  to  verfe  178,  contaius  a  clufter  of  thoughts  un- 
allied  to  each  other,  not  to  be  elfewhere  eafily  found. 

Dr.  J.  Wartok. 
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Man's  archite6t  riiftin&ly  did  ordain  165 

The  charge  of  mufcles,  nerves,  and  of  the  brain, 
Through  viewlefs  conduits  fpirits  todifpenfe  ; 
The  fprin^s  of  motion  from  the  feat  of  fenfe. 
'Twas  not  the  hafly  produ6t  of  a  day, 
But  the  weil-ripen'd  fruit  of  wife  delay.  170 

He,  like  a  patient  angler,  ere  he  ftrook, 
Would  let  him  play  awhile  upon  the  hook. 
Our  healthful  food  the  itomach  labours  thus, 
At  firft  embracing  what  it  ftraight  doth  crufh. 
Wife  leaches  will  not  vain  receipts  obtrude,    ns 
While  growing  pains  pronounce  the  humours 

crude : 
Deaf  to  complaints  they  wait  upon  the  ill, 
Till  fome  fafe  criiis  authorize  their  (kill. 
Nor  could  his  a&s  too  clofe  a  vizard  wear, 
To  Tcape  their  eyes  whom  guilt  had  taught  to 

fear,  iso 

And  guard  with  caution  that  polluted  neft, 
Whence  Legion  twice  before  was  difpoffeft : 
Once  facred  houfe ;  which  when   they   enter'd 

in, 
They  thought  the  place  could  fan&ify  a  fin ; 
Like  thofe  that  vainly  hop'd  kind  heav'n  would 

wink,  185 

While  toexcefson  martyrs'  tombs  they  drink. 

Vcr.  1 86.  While  to  excefs  on  martyrs'  tombs>  &c]  This  paf- 
fage  feems  to  allude  to  the  extravagancies  that  are  often  com- 
mitted by  the  vulgar  Roman  Catholics  upon  their  pilgrimaging 
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And  as  devouter  Turks  firft  warn  their  fouls 
To  part,  before  they  tafte  forbidden  bowls : 
So  thefe,  when  their  black  crimes  they    went 

about, 
Firft  timely  charm'd    their  ufelefs   conference 

out.  190 

Religion's  name  againft  itfelf  was  made  ; 
The  fhadow  ferv'd  the  fubftance  to  invade : 
Like  zealous  millions,  they  did  care  pretend 
Of  fouls  in  ftiew,  but  made  the  gold  their  end. 
TV  incenfed  pow'rs  beheld  with  feorn  from  high 
An  heaven  fo  far  diflant  from  the  fky,  196 

Which  durft,  with  horfes'  hoofs  that  beat  the 

ground, 
And  martial  brafe,  bely  the  thunder's  found. 
Twas  hence  at  length  juft  vengeance  thought  it 

fit, 

To  fpeed  their  ruin  by  their  impious  wit.         200 
Thus  Sfor^a,  curs'd  with  a  too  fertile  brain, 
Loft  by  his  wiles  the  pow'r  his  wit  did  gain. 
Henceforth  their  fougue   muft  fpend  at   leflTer 

rate, 
Than  in  its  flames  to  wrap  a  nation's  fate, 

to  the  tombs  of  faints,  where,  after  having  performed  the 
Hated  devotions,  they  too  often  launch  into  the  mod  blameable 
excetfes,  as  if  they  imagined  they  had  now  fully  expiated  their 
former  offences,  and  were  at  liberty  to  begin  a  new  reckoning. 

'Derrick. 
Ver,  187.  And  as  decoutcr  Turks >  &c]  The  Khoran  having 
prohibited  the  ufe  of  wine,  when  a  Turk  has  a  mind  to  indulge 
himfelf  with  the  juice  of  the  grape,  he  warns  his  foul  to  retire 
to  fome  fafe  corner  of  his  body,  where  it  may  be  fecured  from 
the  contamination,  ant)  c-oufequently  not  liable  to  the  puuiftw 
jnent,  Dehuick 
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Suffered  to  live,  they  are  like  Helots  fet,       205 
A  virtuous  fhame  within  us  to  beget 
For  by  example  raoft  we  finn'd  before, 
And  glafs-like  clearnefs  mix'd  with  frailty  bore. 
But  fince  reform'd  by  what  we  did  amifs, 
We  by  our  fufFrings  learn  to  prize  our  blifs : 
Like  early  lovers,  whofe  unpra&is'd  hearts     211 
"Were  long  the  may-game  of  malicious  arts, 
"When  once  they  find  their  jealoufies  were  vain, 
With  double  heat  renew  their  fires  again*      214 
Twas  this  produc'd  the  joy  that  hurry'd  o'er 
Such  fwarms  of  Engliflito  the  neighb'ring  (horef 
To  fetch  that  prize,  by  which  Batavia  made 
So  rich  amends  for  our  impoverifti'd  trade. 
Oh  had  you  feen  from  Schevelin's  barren  fhore, 
(Crowded  with  troops,     and  barren  now  no 
more,)  220 

Ver.  205.    t  they  are  like  Helott,  &c]     The  Spartans, 

to  deter  their  youth  from  intemperance,  expofed  their  flaves, 
whom  they  called  Helots,  intoxicated  with  liquor,  as  public 
objects  of  dcrifion.  They  were  called  Helots  from  Helos,  a 
Laconian  town,  which  being  taken  by  the  Spartans,  they  made 
all  the  inhabitants  prifouers  of  war,  and  reduced  them  to  the 
condition  of  (laves.  Derrick, 

Ver.  207.     For  by  example  mqft  we  Jinn' d  before. 

And  glafs-like  clearnefs  mix'd  with  frailty  bore.] 
This  is  another  conceit  too  curious  to  be  omitted  without 
cenfure.     Johnfon,  Life  of  Dryden,  p.  133. 

John  Warton. 

Ver.  215.]  To  Dryden's  flattery  to  Charles  II.  reftored,  we 
may  apply  the  words  of  Tacitus : — "  Laetantis,  ut  ferme  ad 
nova  Imperia,  ut  gratiam  virefque  apud  novum  principem  pa- 
rarct."    Tacit,  iii.  John  Wauton. 
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Affli&ed  Holland  to  his  farewell  bring 
True  forrow,  Holland  to  regret  a  king ! 
While  waiting  him  his  royal  fleet  did  ride, 
And  willing  winds  to  their  low'rd  fails  deny'd. 
The  wav'ring  ftreamers,  flags,  and  ftandart  out, 
The  merry  feamen's  rude  but  chearful  fliout ;  226 
And  lad  the  cannons'  voice  that  {hook  the  ikies 
And,  as  it  fares  in  fudden  ecftafies, 
At  once  bereft  us  both  of  ears  and  eyes. 
The  Nafeby,  now  no  longer  England's  fhame, 
But  better  to  be  loft  in  Charles  his  name,    231 
(Like  fome  unequal  bride  in  nobler  (beets) 
Receives  her  lord  :  the  joyful  London  meets 
The  princely  York,  himfelf  alone  a  freight;  234 
The  Swift- fure  groans  beneath  great  (J  letter's 

weight : 
Secure  as  when  the  halcyon  breeds,  with  thefe, 
He  that  was  born  to  drown  might  crofe  the  feas. 
Heav'n  could  not  own  a  Providence  and  take 
The  wealth  three  nations  veptur'd  at  a  flake. 


Ver.  324,     Aad  willing  winds  to  their  low'rd  fails  deny'd.] 
Original  edition.  Todd, 

Ycr.  225.  flags  and  ftandart  out,]     Original  edition. 

Todd. 
Ver.  231.  j  Charles  bis  name,]     Original  edition, 

Todd. 
Ver.  235.   The  Swift-sure  groans  beneath  great  Glqfter's  weight :] 
From  Virgil : 

« fimul  accipit  alveo 

Jngentem  JfLne*mf  gejrouit  fub  pondcre  cymba 
butilis.  iEneid.  vi.  41  2. 

John  Wahto*. 
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The  fame  indulgence  Charles  his  voyage  blefs'd, 
Which  in  his  right  had  miracles  confefs'd.     24* 
The  winds  that  never  moderation  knewf 
Afraid  to  blow  too  much,  too  faintly  blew  : 
Or  out  of  breath  with  joy,  could  not  enlarge 
Their  ftraightned  lungs,  or   confcious  of  their 
charge.  245 

The  Britifh  Amphitrite,  fmooth  and  clear, 
In  richer  azure  never  did  appear  ; 
Proud  her  returning  Prince  to  entertain 
With  the  fubmittpd  fafces  of  the  main. 

AND  welcome  now,  great  monarch,  to  your 
own ;  250 

Behold  th* approaching  clifts  of  Albion : 

Ver.  242.  The  winds  that  never  moderation  knew, 

Afraid  to  blow  too  much,  too  faintly  blew : 
Or,  out  of  breath  with  joy  t  could  not  enlarge 
Their  Jlraight  en9  d  lungs,  or  confcious  of  their  charge.'] 
How  far  he  was  yet  from  thinking  it  neceflary  to  found  his 
fentiments  on  nature,   appears  from  the  extravagance  of  his  fic- 
tions and  hyperboles.    Johnson,  p.  133. 

John  Warton. 
Ver.  244.     Or  out  of  breath]     Can  Dryden  have  written  so 
contemptible  a  line  ?  Dr.  J.  Warton. 

Ver.  246*.     The  Britifh  Amphitrite,  fmooth  and  clear, 

In  richer  azure  never  did  appear  ;] 
Here  he  has  his  eye  on  his  favourite  Virgil,  jEneid.  lib.  yiii. 
line  8o\ 

Thybris  ea  fluvium,  quam  longa  eft,  nofte  tumentem 
Leniii,  et  tacita  refluens  ita  fubftitit  unda, 
Mitis  ut  in  morem  ftagni  placidsequc  paludis 
Sterneret  sequor  aquis,  remo  ut  lu  clam  en  abeflet. 

John  Wartox. 
Ver.  250.     And  uekome  now,]     "  Charles  might  have  been 
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It  i«  no  longer  motion  cheats  your  view, 
As  you  meet  it,  the  land  approacheth  you. 

rcftored  on  any  terms,  or  under  any  limitations.  Inftead  of  this, 
he  came  in  almoft  without  conditions.  He  obtained  the  mod 
unlimited  confidence,  before  he  had  taken  oncftep  to  defervc  it ; 
and  he  lived  to  acquire  as  abfolute  an  authority  as  his  unhappy 
father  had  ever  poflcfled-r— he  lived  to  govern  without  Parlia- 
ments. To  point  out  particularly  what  might  have  been,  or 
ought  to  have  been  dona  on  this  occafion,  might  be  an  invidi- 
pus  talk,  and  would  far  exceed  the  limits  of  this  difcourfe.  But 
mod  certainly  our  anceftors  fhould  not  have  been  content  with 
lefs  than  was  a&ually  obtained  in  a  later  period ;  (hould  have 
attempted  at  lead  to  prevent  a  return  of  the  calamities  they  had 
fuffered  ;  and  to  form  an  eftablifhment,  which  might  fecure  them 
in  the  mod  effectual  manner  both  from  tyranny  and  fa&ion.  By 
neglecting  to  obtain  this  fecurity,  the  men  who  placed  Charles 
on  the  throne,  expofed  both  church  and  date  to  the  utmod 
danger.  The  returning  monarch,  void  of  every  religious  and 
every  moral  principle,  was  ready  to  facrifice  the  fate  of  Europe 
to  the  caprice  or  the  cunning  of  a  mi  ft  re  fs ;  and  dudied  to  fub* 
vert  the  liberties  of  his  people,  not  from  any  reputable  principle 
of  ambition  or  honour,  but  that  he  might,  without  difficulty,  and 
without  oppofition,  employ  the  hands  and  purfes  of  his  loving 
fabjetis  in  miniftcring  to  his  royal  pfeafures.  It  was  not  indeed 
long  before  his  fubje&s  were  awakened  from  their  dream  of  hap- 
piuefs,  but  it  had  like  to  have  been  too  late.  Never  was  the 
whole  machinery  of  oppofition  put  in  motion  with  more  art  and 
add  re  Is,  and  (to  fay  the  truth)  with  lefs  redraint  from  principles 
of  judice  and  honour.  Yet  all  this  was  found  too  little.  Charles, 
though  obliged  to  give  way  for  a  time,  was  able  at  lad  to  fur- 
mount  the  utmod  efforts  of  his  enemies;  and  had  either  his  life 
been  prolonged,  or  had  his  fucceflbr  trodden  in  the  fame  deps, 
the  liberties  of  Britain  were  no  more," 

No  apology  Ihall  be  made  for  the  length  of  this  paflkge,  fo 
pregnant  with  folid  fenfc  and  knowledge  of  the  true  conftitution 
of  Great  Britain,  which  is  taken  from  the  difcourfes  of  a  maa 
far  above  the  narrow  views  of  any  party ;  of  an  enlarged  mind 
and  manly  fpirit,  enriched  with  a  variety  of  folid  learning,  which 
he  always  imparted  in  a  dyle  pure  and  energetic.  Need  I  name 
Dr.  Balguy  ?  Dr.  J.  Warton. 

Ver.  252.     It  is  no  longer  motion  cheats  your  view, 
As  you  meet  it,  the  land  approacheth,  you* 
The  land  returns,  and,  in  the  white  it  wears, 
The  marks  of  penitence  andforrow  bears.} 
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The  land  returns,  and,  in  the  white  it  wears, 
The  marks  of  penitence  and  forrow  bears,      254 
But  you,whofe  goodnefs  your  defcent  doth  (hew, 
Your  heav'nly  parentage  and  earthly  too  ; 
By  that  fame   mildnefs,  whieh  your  father's 

crown 
Before  did  ravifti,  {hall  fecure  your  own. 
Not  tied  to  rules  of  policy,  you  find,  260 

Revenge  lefs  fweet  than  a  forgiving  mind, 
Thus,  when  the  Almighty  would  to  Mofes  give 
A  fight  of  all  he  could  behold  and  live ; 
A  voice  before  his  entry  did  proclaim  264 

Xiong-fufFering,  goodnefs,  mercy,  in  his  name. 
Your  pow'r  to  juftidfe  doth  fubmit  your  caufe, 
Your  goodnefs  only  is  above  the  laws  ; 
Whofe  rigid  letter,  while  pronounc'd  by  you, 
Is  fofter  made.     So  winds  that  tempefts  brew, 
When  through  Arabian  groves  they  take  their 

flight,  270 

Made  wanton  with  rich  odours,  lofe  their  fpite, 
And  as  thofe  lees,  that  trouble  it,  refine 
The  agitated  foul  of  generous  wine ; 
So  tears  of  joy,  for  your  returning,  fpilt, 
Work  out,  and  expiate  our  former  guilt.       275 

w  I  know  not  whether  this  fancy,  however  little  be  its  value, 
was  not  borrowed.  A  French  poet  read  to  Malherbe  fom« 
▼erfes,  in  which  he  reprefents  France  as  rifing  out  of  its  place  to 
receive  the  King.  '  Though  this,'  faid  Malherbe,  *  was  in  my 
time,  I  do  not  remember  it.'  *    Johnfon, 

John  Wartok, 
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Methinks  I  fee  thofe  crouds  on  Dover's  ftrand, 
Who,  in  their  hafte  to  welcome  you  to  land, 
Chok'd  up  the  beach  with   their   ftUl   growing 

ftore, 
And  made  a  wilder  torrent  on  the  ftiore  : 
While,  fpurr'd  with  eager  thoughts  of  paft  de* 

light,  280 

Thofe,  who  had  feen  you,  court  a  fecond  fight ; 

Ver.  281.  Thofe,  who  had  feen  you  f]  Among  the  many  cha* 
radcrs  drawn  of  this  prince,  that  given  us  by  the  Duke  of  Buck- 
ingham, who  knew  him  well,  fcems  to  be  drawn  with  accuracy 
and  fpirit,  with  a  few  fprinklings  of  partiality. 

"  His  underilanding  was  quick  and  lively  in  little  things,  and 
fometimes  would  foar  high  enough  in  great  ones,  but  unable  to 
Jceep  it  up  with  any  long  attention  or  application.  Witty  in, 
all  forts  of  converfation,  and  telling  a  (lory  fo  well,  that  not  out 
of  flattery,  but  for  the  pleafure  of  hearing  it,  we  ufed  to  feera 
ignorant  of  what  he  had  repeated  to  us  ten  tiroes  before,  as  a 
good  comedy  will  bear  the  being  feen  often.  Of  a  wonderful 
mixture,  lofing  all  his  time,  and,  till  of  late,  fetting  his  whole 
heart  on  the  fair  fex  ;  yet  neither  angry  with  rivals,  nor  in  the 
lead  nice  as  to  the  being  beloved ;  and  while  he  facrificed  all 
things  to  his  miftrefies,  he  would  ufe  to  grudge  and  be  uneafy  at 
their  lofing  a  little  of  it  again  at  play,  though  never  fo  necetfary 
for  their  diversion  ;  nor  would  he  venture  five  pounds  at  tennis 
to  thofe  fervants,  who  might  obtain  as  many  thoufands,  either 
before  be  came  thither,  or  as  foon  as  he  left  off.  Not  falfe  to  hit 
word,  but  full  of  diffimulation,  and  very  adroit  at  it ;  yet  no 
man  eafier  to  be  impofed  on,  for  his  great  dexterity  was  in 
cozening  himfelf,  by  gaining  a  little  one  way,  while  it  coil  hint 
ten  times  as  much  another ;  and  by  careffing  thofe  perfons  moft 
who  had  deluded  him  the  ofteneft,  and  yet  the  quickeft  in  the 
world  at  fpying  fuch  a  ridicule  in  another.  Familiar,  eafy,  am} 
good-natured,  but  for  great  offences  fevere  and  inflexible ;  alfo 
in  one  week's  abfence  quite  forgetting  thofe  fervants  to  whofe 
faces  he  could  fcarcely  deny  any  thing.  In  the  mid  ft  of  all  his 
remiffnefs,  fo  induftrious  and  indefatigable  on  fume  particular 
occafions,  that  no  man  would  either  toil  longer,  or  be  able  to 
manage  it  better.  He  was  fo  liberal  as  to  ruin  his  affairs  by  it ; 
for  want  in  a  King  of  England  turns  things  juft  upfide  down, 
and  expofes  a  prince  to  his  people's  mercy.    It  did  yet  worfe  in 
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Preventing  ftill  your  ftcps,  and  making  hade 
To  meet  you  often,  wherefo'er  you  pait. 
How  (hall  I  fpeak  of  that  triumphant  day, 
When  you  renewed  th'  expiring  pomp  of  May  ! 
(A  month  that  owns  an  intereft  in  your  name : 
You  and  the  flow'rs  are  its  peculiar  claim.)    287 
That  ftar  that  at  your  birth  (hone  out  fo  bright, 
It  ftain'd  the  duller  fun's  meridian  light, 
Did  once  again  its  potent  fires  renew,  290 

Guiding  our  eyes  to  find  and  worfhip  you. 
And  now  Time's  whiter  feries  is  begun, 
Which  in  foft  centuries  (hall  fmoothly  run  ; 
Thofe  clouds,  that  overq^ft  your  morn,   (hall 

Difpell'd  to  fartheft  corners  of  the  (ky,   _        395 
Our  nation  with  united  intereft  bieft, 
Not  now  content  to  poize,  (hall  fway  the  reft. 
Abroad  your  empire  (hall  no  limits  know, 
But,  like  the  fea,  in  boundlefs  circles  flow, 

tim,  for  it  forced  biro  alfo  to  depend  m\  his  great  neighbour  of 
France.  He  had  fo  natural  an  averfion  to  all  formality,  that 
with  as  much  wit  as  moil  kings  ever  had,  and  with  as  majeftic 
a  mien,  yet  he  could  not  on  premeditation  ad  the  part  of  a 
King  lor  a  moment,  either  at  Parliament  or  Council,  either  in 
words  or  geftures,  which  carried  him  into  the  other  extreme, 
more  inconvenient  of  the  two,  of  letting  all  diilindtion  and  cere- 
mony fall  to  the  ground  as  ufclefs  and  foppifh.  His  temper,  both, 
of  body  and  mind,  was  admirable;  which  made  him  an  eafy 
generous  lover,  a  civil  obliging  huiband,  a  friendly  brother,  nil 
indulgent  father,  and  a  good-natured  matter.  If  he  had  been  as 
felicitous  about  improving  the  faculties  of  his  mind,  as  he  was 
in  the  management  of  his  bodily  health,  though,  alas!  the  one 
proved  unable  to  make  his  life  long,  the  other  had  not  failed  tq 
Jiave  made  it  famous."  Dr.  J.  Warto.*  . 
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Your  much-lov'd  fleet  (hall,  with  a  wide   com- 
mand, SOO 
Befiege  the  petty  monarchs  of  the  land : 
And  as  old  Time  his  offspring  fwallow'd  down, 
Our  ocean  in  its  depths  all  feas  fhall  drown. 
Their  wealthy  trade  from  pirates'  rapine  free, 
Our  merchants  fhall  no  more  adventurers  be : 
Nor  in  the  fartheft  eaft  thofe  dangers  fear,   306 
Which  humble  Holland  muft  diflemble  here. 
Spain  to  your  gift  alone  her  Indies  owes ; 
For  what  the  pow'rful  takes  not  he  beftows: 
And  France,  that  did  an  exile's  prefence  fear, 
May  juftly  apprehend  you  ftill  too  near.       311 

At  home  the  hateful  names  of  parties  ceafe, 
And  fa&ious  fouls  are  wearied  into  peace. 
The  difcontented  now  are  only  they, 
Whofe  crimes  before  did  your  juftcaufe  betray : 
Of  thofe  your  edifts  fome  reclaim  from  fins,  316 
But  mod  your  life  and  bleft  example  wins. 
Oh  happy  prince,  whom  heav'n  hath  taught  the 

way 
By  paying  vows  to  have  more  vows  to  pay  1 
Oh  happy  age !  Oh  times  like  thofe  alone,  320 
By  fate  referv'd  for  great  Auguftu*'  throne  ! 

Ver.  316.    from  fins,]     Original  edition.    In  Derrick's 

edition, from  fin.  Todd. 

Ver.  317.  ■-  '  ■  example  wins.]  Original  edition.  In  Der- 
rick's  edition,      ■      example  win.  Todd, 

Ver.  320.  Oh  happy  (tgt  f]  But  thefe  days  of  felicity  and 
joy  lailed  not  long.    Difcofflents  arofe,  and  many  writers  againft 
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When  the  joint  growth  of  arms  and  art  fore* 

(hew 
The  world  a  monarch,  and  that  monarch  you, 

the  Court  appeared.  Among  the  reft  was  a  man  of  a  great  fund 
of  wit  and  learning,  of  a  fevere  and  farcaftic  turn,  and  of  irre- 
proachable life  and  converfation.  This  man  was  Andrew  Mar* 
vel,  who  wrote  equally  well  in  profe  and  in  verfe.  Swift  has 
done  juftice  to  his  Rehear  fa  I  tranfpofed,  from  which  in  truth 
Swift  borrowed  largely.  His  fa  tires  in  verfe  were  numerous, 
particularly,  To  the  King,  Nostradamus  8  Prophecy,  Clarendon's 
House-  Warming,  Royal  Resolutions,  Dialogue  between  two  Horses , 
Oceana  and  Brittanma.  Though  he  certainly  cannot,  as  a  poet, 
be  iu  general  compared  with  Dryden,  particularly  in  point  of 
numbers,  which  are  barfli  and  rough,  yet  in  all  thefe  pieces, 
ftrong  thinking,  and  ftrong  painting,  and  capital  ftrokes  of  fa  tire, 
appear.  The  (lory  of  his  refufing  a  pcnfion,  offered  him  in  a 
polite  manner  by  Lord  Danby,  who  waited  on  him  in  perfon,  is 
well  known.  If  he  was  grofsly  abufed  by  Parker  in  his  Latin 
commentaries,  yet  amends  were  made  him  by  an  elegant  com-' 
pliment  in  his  Ode  to  Independency.  Indeed  it  was  honour  enough 
to  Marvel  to  be  joint  Latin  Secretary  with  Milton,  and  to  be 
his  confidential  friend.  Marvel  certainly  wrote  thofe  fine  fix 
Latin  lines  add  relied  to  Chriftina,  Queen  of  Sweden,  printed  in. 
the  fecond  volume  of  Milton.  Dr.  J.  Warton* 

I  think  that  Milton,  and  not  Marvel,  wrote  the  verfes  to 
Chriftina.  Nor  am  I  lingular  in  this  opinion.  See  the  note  on 
the  lines  in  the  fixth  volume  of  the  edition  of  Milton,  publiflicd 
in  1801,  and  in  the  foventh  of  that  in  1809.  Todd. 
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TO  HIS  SACRED  MAJESTY. 

A 

P A N EG Y R I C 

OK  HIS 

CORONATION. 

IN  that  wild  deluge  where  the  world   was 

drown'd, 
When  life  and  fin  one  common  tomb  had  found, 
The  firft  fmall  profpe6t  of  a  rifing  hill 
With  various  notes  of  joy  the  ark  did  fill : 
Yet  when  that  flood  in  its  own  depths  was 

drown'd,  5 

It  left  behind  it  falfe  and  flipp'ry  ground ; 
And  the  more  folemn  pomp  was  ftill  deferred, 
Till  new-born  nature  in  frefli  looks  appeared. 
Thus,  royal  fir,  to  fee  you  landed  here, 
Was  caufe  enough  of  triumph  for  a  year :         10 
Nor  would  your  care  thofe  glorious  joys  repeat, 
'Till  they  at  once  might  be  fecure  and  great : 

Ver.  1.  I*  thai  wild  deluge  where  the  world  wa$  drvton'd9J 
His  poem  on  the  Coronation  has  a  more  uniform  tenor  of  thought, 
lays  the  great  Johnfon,  It  is  in  truth  an  uninterrupted  Jerie* 
of  flattery. 

Flumina  turn  ladis,  turn  flumina  nedarisibant. 

John  YYartoit. 
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Till  your  kind  beams,  by  their  continu'd  (lay, 
Had  warm'd  the  ground,  and  call'd  the  damps 

away* 
Such  vapours,  while  your  pow'rful   influence 

dries,  15 

Then  fooneft  vanifti  when  they  higheft  rife. 
Had  greater  hafte  thefe  facred  rites  prepared, 
Some    guilty  months  had  in    your    triumphs 

fhar'd: 
But  this  untainted  year  is  all  your  own ; 
Your  glories  may  without  our  crimes  be  ftiown. 
We  had  not  yet  exhaufted  all  our  ftore,  21 

When  you  refrelh'd  our  joys  by  adding  more : 
As  heaven,  of  old,  difpens'd  celeftial  dew, 
You  gave  us  manna,  and  (till  give  us  new. 

Now  our  fad  ruins  are  remov'd  from  fight,  25 
The  feafon  too  comes  fraught  with  new  delight: 
Time  feems  not  now  beneath  his  years  to  ftoop, 
Nor  do  his  wings  with  iickly  feathers  droop : 
Soft  weftern  winds  waft  o'er  the  gaudy  fpring, 
And  open'd     fcenes  of  flowers  and  bloflbms 

bring,  so 

To  grace  this  happy  day,  while  you  appear, 
Not  king  of  us  alone,  but  of  the  year. 
All  eyes  you  draw,  and  with  the  eyes  the  heart : 
Of  your  own  pomp  yourfelf  the  greateft  part : 

Ver.  34.  Thomas,  Lord  Fairfax,  wrote  a  copy  of  verfes  on 
the  horfe  upon  which  Charles  II.  rode  at  his  Coronation,  bred 
and  prefented  by  him  to  the  King,  notwithftanding  Fairfaxt 
former  conduct.  ,Dr.  J.  Warton. 
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Loud  Hi  outs  the  nation's  happinefs  proclaim,  35 
And  heav'n  this  day  is  feafted  with  your  name. 
Your  cavalcade  the  fair  fpeftators  view, 
Prom  their  high  (landings,  yet  look  up  to  you. 
From  your  brave  train  each  (ingles  out  a  prey, 
And  longs  to  date  a  conqueft  from  your  day.    40 
Now  charg'd  with  bleffings  while  you   feek  re- 

pofe, 
Officious  (lumbers  hafte  your  eyes  to  clofe ; 
And  glorious  dreams  (land  ready  to  reftore 
The  pleafing  (hapes  of  all  you  faw  before. 
Next,  to  the  facred  temple  you  are  led,  45 

Where  waits  a  crown  for  your  more  facjred  head : 
How  juftly  from  the  Church  that  crown  is  due, 
Preferv'd  from  ruin,  and  reftor'd  by  you  ! 
The  grateful  choir  their  harmony  employ, 
Not  to  make  greater,  but  more  folemn  joy,  50 
Wrapt  foft  and  warm  your  name  is  fent  on  high, 
As  flames  do  on  the  wings  of  incenfe  fly  : 

Ver.  41,  Now  charg'd  with  bltjfings  while  ymfeek  repofey  &c] 
11  As  many  odoriferous  bodies  are  obferved  to  diffufe  perfumes 
from  year  to  year,  without  fenfible  diminution  of  their  bulk  ox 
weight,  he  appears  never  to  have  impoverilhed  his  mint  of  flat- 
tery by  bis  expenccs,  however  lavim.  He  had  all  the. forms  of 
excellence,  intellectual  and  moral,  combined  in  his  mind,  with 
endlefs  variation  ;  and  when  he  had  fcaltered  on  the  hero  ©t  the 
day  the  golden  (hower  of  wit  and  virtue,  he  had  ready  for  him, 
whom  he  wifhed  to  court  on  the  morrow,  new  wit  and  virtue  of 
another  (lamp.  Of  this  kind  of  meannefs  he  never  feems  to  de* 
cline  the  pra&ce,  or  lament  the  neceffity :  he  confiders  the 
great  as  entitled  to  encomiaftic  homage,  and  brings  praife  rather 
as  a  tribute  than  a  gift,  more  delighted  with  the  fertility  oi  bis 
invention  than  mortified  by  the  proftitution  of  his  judgement/*— « 
Jobnfoo's  Life  of  Pryden.  John  WaW8. 

▼01-  u  Fi 
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Mufic  herfelf  is  loft,  in  vain  (he  brings 
Her  choiceft  notes  to  praife  the  beft  of  kings : 
Her  mejting  drains  in  you  a  tomb  have  found,  55 
And  lie  like  bees  in  their  own  fweetnefs  drown'd. 
He  that  brought  peace,  all  difcord  could  atone. 
His  name  is  mufic  of  itfelf  alone. 
Now  while  the  facred  oil  anoints  your  head,  59 
And  fragrant  fcents,  begun  from  you,  are  fpread 
Through  the  large  dome;    the  people's  joyful 

found, 
Sent  back,  is  dill  preferv'd  in  hallow'd  ground ; 
Which  in  one  blefiing  mix'd  defcends  on  you  ; 
As  heightned  fpirits  fall  in  richer  dew. 
Not  that  our  wifhes  do  increafe  your  ftore,      6$ 
Full  of  your  felf  you  can  admit  no  more; 
We  add  not  to  your  glory,  but  employ 
Our  time,  like  angels,  in  expreOing  joy. 
Nor  is  it  duty,  or  our  hope?  alone,  ' 

Create  that  joy,  but  full  fruition :  79 

We  know  thofe  bleffings,  which  we  mud  pofiefs, 
And  judge  of  future  by  paft  happinefs. 
No  promife  can  oblige  a  prince  fo  much 
Still  to  be  good,  as  long  to  have  been  fuch. 
A  noble  emulation  heats  your  bread,  7$ 

And  your  own  feme  now  robs  you  of  yourreft. 
Good  a&ions  ftiil  mud  be  maintain  d  with  good* 
As  bodies  nourifh'd  with  refembling  food. 
You  have  already  quench'd  fedition's  brand ; 
And  zeal,  which  burnt  it,  only  warms  the  land* 
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The  jealous-fe&s,  that  dure  not  truft  their  c&ufc, 
So  far  from  their  own  will  as  to  the  laws,       $& 
You  for  their  umpire  and  their  fynod  t^ke, 
And  their  appeal  alone  to  Cae&r  make. 
Kind  heav'n  fo  rare  a  temper  did  provide,       is 
That  guilt  repenting  might  in  it  confide. 
Among  our  crimes  oblivion  may  be  fet; 
But  9t\s  pur  king's  perfe&ioq  to  forget 
Virtues  unknown  to  thefe  rough  northern  climes 
From  milder  heav'ns ypu  bring  without  theft 

crimes.  go 

.Your  calomels  does  no  ^fter-ftortrts  provide,   ' 
Nor  feeming  patience  mortal  anger  hide. 
When  empire  firft  fropi  fyrpilips  di4  fpring,     * 
Tbtfi  every  father  govern'*)  as  a  k ipg ; 
But  you,  th^t  are  4  ibvereign  prince,  *llpy    SB 
Imperial  power  with  your  paternal  fwpy. 
Frpija  thofe  gr»t  wses  when  e?fe  yo»r  M  q*!- 

bend?, 
Your  pleafu res  are  defign'd  to  noble  ends : 
JBorn  to  command  ths  HMftref*  of  the  few,    - 
Your  thoughts  themfelves  in  th^t  blye  erppir^ 

pieafe.  too 

acutely  oMervei 
that  the  Spartan 
much  becaufe  ft 
r>d  in  themfelves, 
&,  lib)  omn«t  wn- 
it." 
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-Hitbef  in  fummer  evenings  yoil  repair 
To  tafte  thfrfraicheur  of  the  purer  air: 
Undaunted  here  you  ride,  when  winter  raves, 
With  Caelar's  heart  that  rofe  above  the  waves. 
More  I  could  fing,  but  fear  my  numbers  ftays; 
No  loyal  fubjeft  dares  that  courage  praife.  1*06 
In  ftately  frigates  mod  delight  you  find, 
Where  well-drawn  battles  fire  your  martial 

mind. 
What  to  your  cares  we  owe,  is  learnt  from  hence, 
•When  even  your  pleafures  ferve  for  our  defence. 
Beyond  your  court  flows  in  th* admitted  tide,  m 
Where  in  new  depths  the  wondering  fifties  glide: 
Here  in  a:  royal  bed  the  waters  fleep  ; 
When  tir'd  at  fea,  within  this  bay  they  creep. 
Here  the  miftruftful  fowl  no  harm  fufpe&s,  115 
So  fafe  are  all  things  which  our  king  prote&s. 
From  your  lov  d  Thames  a  blefling  yet  is  due, 
Second  alone  to  that  it  brought  in  you ; 


Ver.- 102*  To  tajte  the  froicheut  of  the  jntrer  air:]  "  Dry- 
4eh  bad  a  vanity  unworthy  of  his  abilities ;  to  (hew,  as  may  be 
fufpeded,  the  rank  of  the  company  with  whom  he  lired,  by  the 
aft  of  French  words,  which  had  then  crept  into  -cohverfation ; 
fuch  as  jraicheur  for  cootoefi,  fougue  for  turbulence,  and  a  few 
more,  Jione  of  which  the  language*  has  incorporated  or  retained. 
They  continue  oniy  where  they  flood  firft,  perpetual  warnings  to 
future  innovators. —Johnfon's  Life  ofDryden. 

John  Wartok. 

•  Ver.  104*  With  Oefar's  heart  that  rofe  &c]  Caefar,  when 
iu  ibme  danger  on  board  /hip,  obfervtng  the  mariners  affrighted* 
Iwri*  them  remember  they  carried  C<efar  and  his  fortune. 

DERRICK. 
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A  queen,  near  whofechafte  womb,  ordaltt'd^y 

fete, 
The  fouls  of  kings  unborn  for  bodies  wait.    120 
It  was  your  love  before  made  difcord  ceafe  :^ 
Your  love  is  deftin'd  to  your  countryfs  peace* 
Both  Indies,  rivals  in  your  bed,  provide. 
With  gold  or  jewels  to  adorn  your  bride. 
This  to  a  mighty  king  prefents  rich  ore,       124 
While  that  with  incenfe  does  a  god  implore. 
Two  kingdoms  wait  your  doom,   and,    as  you 

choofe, 
This  muft  receive  a  crown,  or  that  mud  lofe. 
Thus  from  your  royal  oak,  like  Jove's  of  old, 
Are  anfwers  fought,  and  deftinies  foretold  :  iso 
Propitious  oracles  are  begg'd  with  vows, 
And  crowns  that  grow  upon  the  facred  boughs. 
Your  fubje&s,  while  you  weigh  the  nation's  fate, 
Sufpend  to  both  their  doubtful  love  or  hate ; 
Chufe  only,  fir,  that  fo  they  may  poffefs,     135 
With  their  own  peace  their  children's  happinefs* 

Ver.  135.  — ^—  their  children'*]  What  eflfea  this  poem 
might  have  on  the  public  mind  we  know  not ;  but  the  effe&  of 
another  poem,  the  incomparable  Hudibrai,  was  deep,  univerfal, 
and  lading.  This  work  is  original  in  our  language,  though  the 
idea  is  evidently  taken  from  Don  Qturofe,  The  wit  of  Butler  it 
inexbauftible,  and  more  new  images  are  brought  together  than 
are  to  be  found  in  any  language.  A  want  of  event*  and  aftion  it 
the  only  We  mi  lb  to  be  difcefticd.  No  writer  has  difplayed  fuck 
a  fund  of  various  learning,  nor  applied  it  with  fuch  dexterity. 
The  raeafure,  though  blamed  by  Drydcn,  is  exactly  fuited  to  the 
fubje&*  It  will  remain  an  eternal  difgrace  to  Charles  II.  not  to 
have  rewarded  amply  this  Angular  genius,  fo  ufeful  to  his  cauft 
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and  gbvftntmeQt.  The  Satitr  MtnSppti,  pvbltfced  in  Frtncjfc, 
i$<rfi  tiad  a  fimilar  efc&  in  that  courtry.  The  prefident  He* 
nault,  one  of  the  moft  curious  and  accurate  of  all  thHr  writers, 
informs,  us,  p.  388,  4to.  that  Le  Roi,  canon  of  Rourn,  was  the 
Ibie  author  of  the  Ctthoficon.  Pqferat  and  Rapin  compofed  the 
verfe  part  j  M.  GUM  compofed  the  harangue  of  the  Cardinal 
Legate  ;  P.  Pithou  that  oi  M.  d'Aubrai ;  and  Rapw  that  of  the 
arehbtfliop  of  Lyons.  i(  Perhaps/  toys  Hcnmttt,  "  the  Satifr 
Mentppee  was  not  of  lefs  ufe  to  Henry  IV.  than  the  battle  of 
Idi.    Ridicule  has  more  force  than  we  can  well  imagine.1* 

Dr.  JL  Wartojt. 
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i  .      .  TO  THE 

LORD  CHANCELLOR  HYDE*. 

F&B8BNTED   OH   *EW   YEARNS   DAT,  l662. 

MT   LOUD, 

W  HILE  flattering  crouds  officioufly  appear, 
To  give  themfelves,  not  you,  an  happy  year ; 

*  Edward  Ear!  of  Clarendon,  to  whom  this  poem  is  addrefied, 
having  followed  the  fortune  of  the  king,  was  appointed  fecretary 
of  Ante  at  Bruges,  and  conftituted  lord  high-chancellor  of  Eng- 
land oa  the  demife  of  Sir  Richard  I«ane.  He  was  confirmed  in 
this  taft  pod  at  the  Re&oration,  when  he  was  alfo  chofen  chan* 
oellor  os*  the  univerfity  of  Oxford,  in  the  room  of  the  Duke  or 
Samerfet,  and  created  Baron  Hindon,  Vifcount  Cornhury,  au4 
Earl  of  Clarendon, 

He  was  too  honed  for  a  court;  his  plain  dealing  and  integrity 
mined  him;  the  king,  abandoned  to  pleafure,  was  impatient  o( 
adanmiuon,  and  Hyde  was  not  fparing  of  it :  this  paved  the  way 
for  his  dtfgrace.  He  was  profecuted  with  great  acrimony  by  the 
J£ari  of  Briftol*  who  impeached  him  in  the  Holife  of  Peers* 
Finding  his  party  too  weak  to  fupport  him,  he  retired  to  Rouen, 
where  be  died  in  K>74*  He  is  faid  to  have  been  concerned  in 
felling  Dunkirk  to  the  French*  He  was  an  able  lawyer,  a  great 
jattefman,  and  an  elegant  writer.  Derrick, 

Ver.  1.  WMUJtotUriMf  crouds]  Few  pieces  of  biography  ara 
fe  interefting  as' the  life  ot  Lord  Clarendon,  written  by  hirafelf, 
-*ftd  publifbed  from  his  original  manufcripts  by  the  univerfity  of 
Oxford.  In  which  is  given,  with  opennefs  and  franknefs,  an  ac* 
count  of  his  early  habits  and  ftudies,  and  intimacy  with  the 
grealeft  man  of  thai  age,  whoft  chaxa&is  be  baa  drawn  with  % 
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And  by  the  great nefe  of  their  prefents  prove 
How  much  tbejr  hope,  but  not  how  well  they 
love ; 


mafterly  hand.  He  foon  became  eminent  both  at  the  bar  and 
in  parliament.  And  entering  into  the  king's  fervice  at  the  com* 
mencement  of  the  civil  wars,  foon  rofe  to  fuch  a  degree  in  his  fa- 
vour and  friendship,  that  the  king  entrufted  him  to  draw  up  fe- 
veral  very  important  ftate  papers,  publilhed  in  the  king's  own 
name,  and  fuppofed  to  be  his  own  productions.  He  followed 
Charles  IK  into  exile,  (bared  all  his  fortunes,  and  continued  bis 
faithful  advifer  till  tbe  R«ftoration.  Burnet,  who  did  not  love 
him,  fays,  he  ufed  to  give  his  advice  in  too  magisterial  a  man* 
ner ;  and  it  is  certain  that  Charles  II.  had  always  for  him  more 
veneration  than  affection.  As  he  never  degraded  himfelf  by  flat* 
tering  the  Duchefs  of  Portfmouth,  and  (hewed  a  marked  con- 
tempt of  the  debauched  parnfites  that  furroupded  his  mafter, 
they  employed  every  poffible  method  of  wit  and  ridicule,  tode- 
prrtjate  him  in  the  eye?  of  bi*  mafter,  who,  when  Buckingham 
imitated  the  gait  and  air,  and  folemn  ftep  of  the  Chancellor,  had 
the  weaknefs  to  join  in  the  laugh.  But  what  chiefly  alienated 
the  King's  regard  for  him,  and*  in  truth  provoked  a  deep  iudlg* 
nation,  was,  that  Clarendon  engaged  the  Duke  of  Richmond  ta 
marry  the  beautiful  Mrs.  Stuart,  with  whom  the  king  was  vioV 
lently  in  love.  So  that  when  the  8e&aritfe,  the  Catholics,  and- 
even  fonie  difappointed  Hoy  a  lifts,  all  joined  in  enmity  to  Cla» 
Tendon,  and  laid  to  his  cbarge  all  the  misfortunes  that  had  be* 
fallen  the  kingdom,  the  bad  payment  of  the  feamen,  the  (ale  of 
Dunkirk,  the  difgrace  at  Chatham,  and  an  unfucce&ful  war* 
the  king,  with  match  lefs  ingratitude,  gave  up  into  the  hands  of 
his  enemies  his  old,  able,  and  faithful  Gounfellor,  who  was  ira. 
mediately  impeached  by  both  houfes  of-  parliament.  He  there*  - 
fore  thought  proper  to  retire  to  France*  where  he  lived  privately, 
for  fix  years,  and  wrote  his  hiftory  of  the  civil  wars  j  a  workr 
which,  notwithstanding  fome  (perhaps:  pardonable)  partiaHtm, 
will  for  ever  be  read  with  attention  and  applaufe ;  and  is  in  truth 
compofed  with  a  dignity,  majefty,  and  ftrength  of  ftyle,  rarely 
to  be  found  in  modern  hiftory.  The  praifes  of  twenty  fiicb  poets 
as  Dryden  conld  not  have  conferred  fuch  I  ailing  honour  on  Lord 
Clarendon,  as  thofe  words  oi  the  virtuous  £arl  of  Southampton, 
at  the  Council  Board  j.  <'  This  man,"  faid  he,  "  is  a  true  Pro« 
teftant,  and  an  honeft  Englifhman  ;  and  while  he  enjoys  power, 
we  are  fecureof  our 'laws,  liberties,  and  'refigioji.^r-I  a*  read  the 
confcquences  of  his  removal/'  "Dr.  J.'  WtX  &TQ* 
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The  Mufes,  who  your  early  eourtfliip  boaft,    i 
Though  now  your  flames  are  with  their  beauty 

loii, 
Yet  watch  their  time,  that,  if  you  have  forgot 
They  were  your  miftrefles,  the  world  may  not: 
Decay 'd  by  time  and  wars,  they  only  prove 
Their  former  beauty  by  your  former  love ;      10 
And  now  prefent,  as  ancient  ladies  do, 
That  courted  long,  at  length  are  forc'd  to  woo; 
For  ftill  they  look  on  you  with  fuch  kind  eyes, 
As  thofe  that  lee  the  Church's  fovereign  rife ; 
From  their  own  order  chofe,    in  whofe  high 

ftate,  15 

They  think  themfelves  the  fecond  choice   of 

fate. 
When  our  great  monarch  into  exile  went, 
Wit  and  religion  fuffer'd  banifliment. 
Thus  once,  when  Troy  was  wrap'd  in  fire  and 

fmoke,  id 

The  helplefs  gods  their  burning  (brines  forfook ; 

Ver.  20.  The  helpless  gods  #c]  I  will  here  offer  part  of 
Merrick's  obfervation  on  a  paffage  in  his  tranflation  of  Trjrphi- 
odorus,  p.  102.^—"  We  learn  from  ^Lfchylus  (Ewt*  i*l  e«£.  v, 
223.)  that  it  was  a  common  opinion  among  the  ancients,  that 
the  tutelary  gods  of  every  cily  withdrew  from  it  when  it  was 
going  to  be  taken.  The  fc holiaft  on  iEfchylus  farther  informs 
us,  that  Sophocles  wrote  a  play  called  E©«M»^fw,  in  which  the 
gods  of  the  Trojans  were  introduced  retiring  from  the  city,  and 
carrying  their  images  with  them.  What  Tryphiodorus  feigns  of 
Apollo's  quitting  Troy,  juft  before  its  definition,  is  related  by 
Virgil  concerning  the  other  deities  of  the  Trojans,  JEn.  ii.  351« 
Exceflere  omnes,  adytis  arifque  reli&is, 
Dii,  quibus  imperiuin  hoc  fteterau— 
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51  TO  THE  L&RD  CHANCELLOR  HYDE. 

They  with  the  vanquiih'd  prince  and  party  go, 
And  kave  their  temples  empty  to  the  foe. 
At  length  the  Mufes  (land,  reftor'd  again 
To  that  great  change  which  nature  did  ordain ; 
And  their  lov'd  Druids  feeni  revived  by  fate,  25 
While  youdifpenfe  the  laws,  and  guide  the  date. 
The  nation's  foul*  our  monarchy  does  difpenfe, 
Through  you,  to  us  his  vital  influence ; 
You  art  the  channel,  where  thofe  fpirits  flowf 
And  work  them  higher,  as  to  us  they  go*       30 

Ifi  open  profpe&  nothing  bounds  our  eye, 
Until  the  earth  feems  join'd  unto  the  iky : 
So  in  this  hemifphere  our  utmoft  view 
Is  only  bounded  by  our  king  and  you ; 
Our  fight  is  limited  where  you  are  join'd,        35 
And  beyond  that  no  farther  heav'n  can  find. 
So  well  your  virtues  do  with  his  agree, 
That,  though  your  orbs  of  different  greatneft 

be, 
Yet  both  are  for  each  other's  ufe  difpos'd, 
His  to  inclofe,  and  yours  to  be  inclos'd,         40 
Nor  could  another  in  your  room  have  been, 
Except  an  emptinefs  had  come  between. 
Well  may  he  then  to  you  his  cares  impart, 
And  (hare  his  burden  where  he  Qiares  his  heart. 

And  Petfonius  Arbiter  fays, 

Periiura  Troja  perdidit  primum  deos. 
Nor  is  this  fiction  to  be  found  in  the  poets  only,  but  is  likewhe 
preferved  in  fome  of  the  ancient  hiftorians."     See  the  whole 
note,  Todd. 
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In  you  his  lfefej>  ftill  wakes ;  his  pleafurfes  find 
Their  (hat*  of  bufinefs  in  your  laboring  mind. 
80  when  the  *eary  Fun  his  place  refigns,  4f 

He  leaves  his  light,  and  by  refleftion  ftiines. 

Juftice,  that  fits  and  frowns  where  public  laws 
Exclude  foft  mercy  from  a  private  caufe,       so 
In  your  tribunal  moil  herfelf  does  pleafe ; 
There  only  fmiles  becaufe  (he  lives  at  eafe ; 
And,  like  young  David,  finds  herftrength  the 

more, 
When  diiincumber'd  from  thofe  arms  (he  wore* 
Heaven  would  our  royal  mafter  ihould  exceed 
Mod  in  that  virtue,  which  we  moft  did  need ;  56 
And  his  mild  father  (who  too  late  did  find 
All  mercy  vain  but  what  with  pow'r  was  join* d) 
H  b  fatal  good  nefs  left  to  fitter  times, 
Not  to  increafe,  but  to  abfolve,  our  crimes :  60 
But  when  the  heir  of  this  vaft  treafure  knew 
How  large  a  legacy  w&s  left  to  you, 
(Too  great  for  any  fubjeft  to  retain) 
He  wifely  tyed  it  to  the  crown  again : 
Yet,  parting  through  your  hands,   it  gather* 

more,  fo 

As  dreams,  through  mines,    bear  tin&ure   of 

their  ore. 

Ver.48.    lie  leaves  his  light,  end  ty  refletta*  fhines.]     The 
falM  (entimcut  is  repeated  in  the  Annus  Mirabilis,  u.  253. 
■  "  Hi$  beama  he  to  hi*  royal  hrotber  lent, 
M  And  to  feme  ftill  in  hit  rcfle&ivc  light/'      Todd. 

Vet.  06.    As/reams,  through  mines,  hear  tinfture  of  their  ore.] 
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ffo    TO  THE  LORD  CHANCELLOR  HYDE, 

While  empiric  politicians  ufe  deceit, 
Hide  what  they  give,  and  cure  but  by  a  cheat; 
You  boldly  (hew  that  {kill  which  they  pretend, 
And  work  by  means  as  noble  as  your  end ;    ro 
Which  fhould  you  veil,  we  might  unwind  the 

clue, 
As  men  do  nature,  till  we  came  to  you, 
And  as  the  Indies  were  not  found,  before 
Thofe  rich  perfumes!  which,    from  the  happy 

lhore, 
The  winds  upon  their  balmy  wings  convey *d, 
Whofe  guilty  fweetnefs  firft  their   world  be* 

tray'd;  76 

So  by  your  counfels  we  are  brought  to  view 
A  rich  and  undifqover'd  world  in  you. 
By  you  our  monarch  does  that  fame  allure, 
Which  kings  mud  have,  or  cannot  live  fecure: 
For  profp'rous  princes  gain  their  fubj efts'  heart, 
Who  love  that  praife  in  which  themfelves  have 

part.  13 

By  you  he  fits  thofe  fubje&s  to  obey,  . 
As  heaven's  eternal  monarch  does  convey 
His  pow'r  unfeen,  and  man,  to  his  defigns 
By  his  bright  ministers  the  ftars,  inclines,    ,£6 

So  Milton  of  the  river  Tamar  in  Cornwall.     Epitapbi  Damon* 

fufca  mctallis 

Tamara^  John  Wahton.. 

Ver.  67,  While  empiric]  Our  knowledge  in  politics,  lays 
Hume,  is  even  yet  imperfect ;  we  know  not  to  what  degrees  fiU4 
man  virtue  or  vice  may  be  carried.  F.vcn  Machiavcl  is  anira- 
perfeft  and  mi  Oaken  politician.  Modern  monarchies',  he  adds, 
gre  grown  mild  and  improved;  but  this  u  owing  to  jyanpprs, 
and  to  the  progrefc  of  feafe  and  philofophy.     D*  J#  Wauton. 
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TO  THE  LORD  CHANCELLOR  HYDE-    6i 

Our  letting  fun,  from  his  declining  feat, 
Shot  beams  of  kindnefs  on  you,  not  of  heat : 
And,  when  his  love  was  bounded  in  a  few, 
That  were  unhappy  that  they  might  be  true, 
Made  you  the  favorite  of  his  laft  fad  times,    91 
That  is  a  fufPrer  in  his  fubje&s'  crimes : 
Thus  thofe  firft  favours  you  received,  were  fent, 
Like  beav'ns  rewards  in  earthly  punifhment. 
Yet  fortune,  confcious  of  your  deftiny,  95 

E'en  then  took  care  to  lay  you  foftly  by ; 
And  wrap'd  your  fate  among  her  precious 

things, 
Kept  frefti  to  be  unfolded  with  your  king's; 
Shewn  all  at  once  you  dazzled  fo  our  eyes, 
As  new-born  Pallas  did  the  gods  furprize :    100 
When,  fpringing  forth  from  Jove's  new-clofing 

-     %  wound, 
She  ftrack  the  warlike  fpear  into  the  ground ; 
Which  fprou ting  leaves  did  fuddenly  inclofe, 
And  peaceful  olives  {haded  as  they  rofe.       ioi 

Howftrangtlya&hre  are  the  arts  of  peace, 
Whofe  reftlefe  motion*  lefe  than  war's  do  ceafet 
Peace  is  not  freed  from  labour  but  from  noife; 
And  war  more  force,  but  not  more  pains  em- 
ploys : 
Such  is  the  mighty  fwiftnefs  of  your  mind, 
That,  like  the  earth,  it  leaves  our  fenfe  behind, 

Ver.  87.    Our  fitting  fun,]    Charles  I.  employed  bim  in  wri* 
ting  fome  of  his  declarations.  Dr.  J.  Warton. 

Ten  109.    Suck  i$  the  mgkty]    u  In  this  companion,"  Dr. 
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H    TO  THE  LOJU>  CHANCEM-QH  HYDfl. 

While  you  fo  fmoothly  turn  and  row!  our  sphere, 
That  rapid  motion  does  but  reft  appear.       n4 
For,  as  in  nature  'a  fwiftaefe,  with  the  throng 
Of  flying  orbs  while  our*  is  bora  along, . 
All  feema  at  reft  to  the  deluded  eye,  115 

Mov'd  by  the  foul  of  the  fame  harmony, 
So,  carry 'd  on  by  your  unwearied  care, 
We  reft  in  peace  and  yet  in  motion  {hare. 
Let  envy  then  tbofe  crimes  within  yon  fee* 
From  which  the  happy  never  muft  be  free ;  120 
Envy,  that  does  with  miiery  refide, 
The  joy  and  the  revenge  of  ruin'd  pride* 
Think  it  not  hard,  if  at  fo  cheap  a  rate  . 
You  can  fecure  the  conftancy  of  fete, 
Whofe  kindnefsfent  what  doea  their  malice  frem, 
By  lefler  ills  the  greater  to  redeem.  196 

Nor  can  we  this  weak  fhow'r  a  tempeft  call, 
But  drops  of  heat,  that  ia  the  fun-ftune  ML 
You  have  already  wearied  fortune  Jo, 
She  cannot  farther  he  your  friend  or  foe ;    110 
But  (its  all  breathlefs*  and  admires  to  feel . 
A  fete  fo  weighty,  that  it  ftops  our  wheel* 

Johnfon  fays,  "  the  mind  perceives  enough  to  be  defidtfted,  and 
readily  forgives  ite  obfcoritv  far  its  swgiHficatfeV  I  own  I 
think  its  obfcurity  fo  grofs  that  it  cannot  be  forgiven,  and  its 
magnificence  loft  by  its  no- meaning.  Dr.  f.  WaaTOir. 

Ver.  119*  Let  «n>y  then]  Great  mintften,  in  all  ages  and 
countries,  have  ever  been  attacked  by  fetyrical  wits.  Above 
one  hundred  and  fifty-nine  (even*  invectives  wcrcwritten  ugairtft 
Cardinal  Mazarine,  many  of  them  by  Sea  iron  and  Saudricpurt, 
mhkh  htw*.  been  collected  and  called  the  Aluzanmide*. 

Dr.  J."  Wa*to*. 
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TO  THE  LORD  CHANCELLOR  H^DE.    6$ 

In  all  things  elfe  above  our  humble  fate, 
Your  equal  mind  yet  fwells  not  into  Hate,    134 
Bat,  like  fome  mountain  in  thofe  happy  ifles, 
Where  in  perpetual  fpring  young  nature  finilea, 
Tour  gi*atne(a  (hews :  ho  horror  to  affright, 
But  trees  for  (bade,  and  flower*  tp  court  the 

fight: 
Sometimes  the  hill  fubmits  itfelfa  while  159 
In  fmali  defcents,  which  do  its  height  beguile; 
And  fometimes  mounts,  but  fo  as  billows  play, 
Whofe  rife  not  hinders  but  makes  (hort  our  way. 
Your  brow,  which  does  no  fear  of  thunder 

know, 
Sees  rowling  tempefts  vainly  beat  below ;      144 
And,  like  Olympus1  top,  th'  impreffion  wears 
Of  love  and  friendfhip  writ  in  former  years. 
Yet,  unimpaired  with  labors,  or  with  time, 
Your  age  but  feems  to  a  new  youth  to  climb. 
Thus  beav'nly  bodies  do  our  time  beget,      149 
And  meafure  change,  but  (hare  no  part  of  it. 

Ten  139.    Sometime*  the  hOl  fubmits  itfelfa  while 
Infinall  defcent*,] 
■  "  qui  fe  fubducere  colles 

Indpiunt,  mollique  jugum  demittere  clivo." 

Virgil,  Ed.  ix.  8. 

John  Wartov, 
Ver#  143.    Tomr  brow,  which  doe$  no  fear  of  thunder  know, 

Sees  rotting  tempos  vainly  beat  below ;  ] 
I  cannot  readily  tarn  either  to  the  pottage  or  author  of  the 
following  refle&ion :— '*  Great  men  ought  not  to  liften  to,  or 
even  hear  the  mean  cries  of  envy.  Atlas,  who  fupports  the  hea- 
vens, hears  not  from  his  height  the  roaring  and  beating  of  the 
waves  of  the  lea  at  his  feet/'  Johv  Wartoy. 

Ver.  149.    Thus  heav'nfy]    Dr.  Johnfon  is  of  opinion,  that 
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&    TO  THE  LORD  CHANCELLOR  HYDE. 

And  ftill  it  (hall  without  a  weight  increafe, 
Like  this  new-year,  whofe  motions  never  ceafe. 
For  fince  the  glorious  courfeyou  have  begun 
Is  led  by  Charles,  as  that  is  by  the  fun,        15* 
It  mud  both  weightlefsand  immortal  prove, 
Becaufe  the  centre  of  it  is  above. 

"  in  this  poem  he  feems  to  have  colle&ed  all  hit  powers/9  I 
fhould  lament  if  this  were  true.  But  then  he  adds, "  He  has 
concluded  with  lines  of  which  I  think  not  royfelf  obliged  to  tell 
the  meaning/9  Dr.  J.  Wauton. 
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SATIRE 

ON  THE 

DUTCH. 

WSITTXK   IN  THE  YEA*  1662*. 

AS  needy  gallants,  in  the  fcrivener's  bands, 
Court  the  rich  knaves  that  gripe  their  mort- 
gaged lands ; 
The  firft  fat  buck  of  all  the  ieafbn's  lent, 
And  keeper  takes  no  fee  in  compliment ; 
The  dotage  of  fome  Englifhmen  is  fuch,  5 

To  fawn  on  thofe,  who  ruin  them,  the  Dutch* 
Tbey  (hall  have  all,  rather  than  make  a  war 
With  thofe,  who  of  the  fame  religion  are. 
The  Straits,  the  Guiney-trade,    the  herrings 

too; 
Nay,  to  keep  friendship,  they  (hall  pickle  you. 
Some  are  refolved  not  to  find  out  the  cheat,  11 
But,  cuckold-like,  love  them  that  do  the  feat. 

9  This  poem  is  no  more  than  a  prologue  *  little  altered*  pre* 
fixed  to  our  author's  tragedy  of  Amboyna. 

Damaicx. 
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66  SATIRE  ON  THE  DUTCH. 

What  injuries  foeer  upon  us  fall, 
Yet  ftili  the  fame  religion  anfwers  all* 
Religion  wheedled  us  to  civil  war,  is 

Drew   Englifh  blood,    and  Dutchmen's  now 

wou'd  fpare. 
Be  gull'd  no  longer ;  for  you'll  find  it  true, 
They  have  no  more  religion,  faith  1  than  you, 
Intereft's  the  god  they  worftrip  in  their  date, 
And  we,  I  take  it,  have  not  much  of  that,     20 
Well  monarchies  may  own  religion's  name, 
But  dates  are  atheifts  in  their  very  frame. 
They  (hare  a  fin  ;  and  fuch  proportions  fall, 
That,  like  a  ftink,  'tis  nothing  to  them  all. 
Think  on  their  rapine,  falftiood,  cruelty,       25 
And  that  what  oqce  they  were,  they  ftili  would 

be. 
To  one  well-born  thJ  affront  is  worfe  and  more, 
When  be  s  abus'd  and  baffl'd  by  a  boor. 
With  an  ill  grace  the  Dutch  their  raifchiefs  do; 
They've  both  ill  nature  and  ill  manners  too.    so 
Well  may  they  boafl  themfelves  an  j&ncieot  nar 

tion ; 
For  they  were  bred  ere  manners  were  in  faibion ; 
And  their  new  commonwealth  hasfet  them  freq 
Only  from  honour  and  civility. 
Venetians  do  not  more  uncouthly  ride,  35 

Than  did  their  lubber  Hate  mankind  beftride.  , 

Ver,  35.  Venetians  do  not  more  uncouthly  ride,]  Hurfes  arc 
almoft  ufelefs  in  Venice  from  itsfituation,  there  being  canals  in 
every  Areet,  fo  that  it  cannot  be  thought  the  Venetians  art  ex- 
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SATIRE  ON  THE  DUTCH.  67 

Their  fway  became  em  with  as  ill  a  mien, 
As  their  own  paunches  fwell  above  their  chin. 
Yet  is  their  empire  no  true  growth  but  humour, 
And  only  two  kings'  touch  can  cure  the  tumour. 
As  Cato,  fruits  of  Afric  did  difplay ;  41 

Let  us  before  our  eyes  their  Indies  lay : 
All  loyal  Englifh  will  like  him  conclude ; 
Let  Caefar  live,  and  Carthage  be  fubdu'd, 

pert  jockies :  betides,  "  To  ride  as  badly  as  a  grandee  of  Ve* 
nice,"  is  become  a  proverb  all  oyer  Italy.  Derrick. 

Ver.  41.     As  Cato,  &c.]     Compare  the  Annus  Mirabili*, 
fro.  173. 

"  As  once  old  Cato  in  the  Roman  fi©ht, 
The  tempting  fruits  of  Afric  did  unfold." 

Todd. 

Ver.  44.     and  Carthage]      The  very  words  and 

alluflon  by  J-ord  Shaftefbury  in  his  famous  fpeech  againft  thp 


I* 
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TO  HER  BOYAL  HIGHNESS 

THE  DUTCHESS*, 


OH  THE 


MEMORABLE    VICTORY     GAINED     BY     THE    DUKE 
OVER  THE   HOLLANDERS,   JUNE   3,    1665, 

AND  OK 

HER  JOURNEY  AFTERWARDS     INTO    THE    NORTH. 
MADAM, 

AAr  HEN  for  our  fakes,  your  hero  you  refign'd 
To  fwelling  feas,  and  every  faithlefs  wind; 
When  you  releas'd  his  courage,  and  fet  free 
A  valour  fatal  to  the  enemy ; 
You  lodg'd  your  country's  cares  within  your 
bread,  5 

(The  manfion  where  foft  love  flbould  only  reft :) 

+  The  lady,  to  whom  our  author  addrefies  this  poem,  was 
daughter  to  the  great  Earl  of  Clarendon.  The  Duke  of  York 
had  been  fome  time  married  to  her,  before  the  afiairwas  known 
either  to  the  king  his  brother,  or  to  her  father.  She  died  in 
March,  l6Yl,  leaving  iflue  one  fon,  named  Edgar,  and  three 
daughteis,  Katherine,  Mary,  and  Ann.  The  two  latter  lived  to 
fit  on  the  Britifli  throne ;  the  two  former  furvived  their  mother 
but  a  fliort  time.  Biftiop  Burnet  tells  us,  that  (he  ws)f  a  woman 
of  knowledge  and  penetration,  friendly  and  generous,  but  fevere 
in  her  refentments.  Derrick. 
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?0  TO  THE  DUTCHESS  OF  YORK. 

And,  ere  our  foes  abroad  were  overcome, 
The  nobleft  conqueft  you  had  gained  at  home. 
Ah,  what  concerns  did  both  your  fouls  divide! 
Your  honour  gave  us  what  your  love  deny'd  : 
And  'twas  for  him  much  eafier  to  fubdue        11 
Thofe  foes  he  fought  with,  than  to   part  from 

you. 
That  glorious  day,  which  two  fuch  navies  faw, 
As  each  unmatched  might  to  the  world  give  law* 
Neptune,  yet  doubtful  whom  he  fhould  obey, 
Held  to  them  both  the  trident  of  the  fea :      iff 
The  winds  were  hufh'd,  the  waves  in  ranks  were 

caft, 
As  awfully  as  when  God's  people  paft : 
Thofe,  yet  uncertain  on  whofe  fails  to  blow, 
Thefe,  where  the  wealth  of  natipns  ought  to 

flow.  90 

Then  with  the  duke  your  highnefs  ruFd  tbe 


day: 


l 


While  all  the  brave  did  his  command  obey,    t 
The  fair  and  pious  under  you  did  pray*  j 

How  powerful  are  chafte  vows !    the  wind  and 

tide 
You  brib'd  to  combat  on  the  Englifh  fide.     t$ 
Thus  to  your  much-lov'd  lord  you  did  convey 
An  unknown  fuccour,  fentthe  neareft  way. 

Ver.  26.  your  much-lov'd  lord}  James,  notwithstand- 
ing, had  many  miftrefles.  Lady  Dorchefter,  fays  Lord  Orford, 
Vol.  IV.  p.  319,  4to.  faid  wittily,  (he  wondered  for  what  James 
II.  chofe  bis  miftrefles.    We  are  none  of  us  handfome,  and  if 
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New  vigour  to  his  wearied  arms  you  broughty* 
(So  Mofes  was  upheld  while  Israel  fought) 
While,  from  afar,  we  heard  the  cannon  play,  - 
Like  diftant  thunder  on  a  (hiny  day.  si 

For  abfent  friends  we  were  afham'd  to  fear, 
When  we  coniider'd  what  you  ventur'd  there. 
Ships,  men,  and  arms,  our  country   might  re* 

ftore, 
But  futh  a  leader  could  fupply  no  more.         33 
With  generous   thoughts  of  conqyeft  he  did 

burn, 
Yet  fought  not  more  to  vanquifti  than  return. 
Fortune  and  vi&ory  he  did  purfue, 
To  bring  them  as  his  flaves  to  wait  on  you. 
Thus  beauty  ravifh'd  the  rewards  of  fame,       40 
And  the  fair  triumph'd  when   the  brave  over- 
came. 
Then,  as  you  meant  to  fpread  another  way, 
By  land  your  conqueft%>  for  as  his  byiea, 
Leaving  our  fouthern  clime,  you  march'd  along 
The  ftubborn  North,    ten    thoufand    Cupids 
ftrong.  45 

Like  commons  the  nobility  refort, 
In  crowding  heaps,  to  fill  your  moving  court : 
To  welcome  your  approach  the  vulgar  run, 
Like  fome  new  envoy  from  the  diftant  fun, 

we  bad  wit,  he  hat  not  enough  to  difcover  it.  And  once  meet- 
ing the  Dutchefe  of  Portfmouth  and  Lady  Orkney,  the  favourite 
of  King  William,  at  the  drawing-room  of  George  I.  (he  exclaimed, 
"  Good  God  !  who  would  have  thought  that  we  three  whorea 
would  have  met  together  hare  1"  Dr.  J.  Warton. 
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And  country  beauties  by  their  lovers  go,       so 
Bleffing  themfelves,  and  wondering  at  the  (how. 
So  when  the  new-born  Phoenix  firft  is  feen, 
Her  feather'd  fubjedb  all  adore  their  queen, 
And  while  (he  makes  her  progrefs  through  the 

Eatt, 
From  every  grove  her  numerous  train's  increaft: 
Each  poet  of  the  air  her  .glory  lings,  56 

And  round  him  the  pleas'd  audience  clap  their 

wings. 


Ver.  56.  — —  her  glory  jCajv,]  The  Dncheft  of  York, 
fays  Burnet,  was  an  extraordinary  woman*  She  had  great  know- 
ledge, and  a  lively  fenfc  of  things,  but  took  (late  on  her  rather 
too  much.  She  wrote  well,  and  had  begun  the  Duke's  life,  of 
which  (he  (bowed  roe  a  volume.  She  was  bred  to  great  ftri&neft 
In  religion,  prtdifed  fecret  confeflion,  and  Moriey  was  her  con* 
feflbr.  Dr.  Joseph  Wartok. 

Ver.  57.  And  round  kirn  the  plau'd  audience  clap  their  wi*g$.] 
Hence  Pope,  Paftoral  I.  ver.  10. 

And  all  th'  aerial  audience  clap  their  wings. 

This  efcaped  the  obfervation  of  die  acute  Mr.  Wakefield,  t* 
whom,  as  my  reader  will  perceive,  I  owe  many  obligations,  and 
who  feMom  foien  a  parallel  paBage  to  efcape  him. 

Joa*  Waetov. 
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METROPOLIS  OF  GREAT  BRITAIN, 

TBS  MOST  ftUtOVKSB  AND  LATI  rL0Vai8*ja<l 

CITY   OP   LONDON, 

IN  ITS  REPRESENTATIVES 

THE  LORD-MAYOR  AND  COURT  OF  ALDERMEN,  THE 
SHERIFFS,  AND  COMMON  COUNCIL  OF  IT*. 

As  perhaps  I  am  the  firft  who  ever  prefented  a 
work  of  this  nature  to  the  metropolis  of  any  nation ; 
ib  it  is  likewife  confonant  to  juftice,  that  he  who  was 
to  give  the  firft  example  of  fuch  a  dedication  fhould 
begin  it  with  that  city,  which  has  fet  a  pattern  to  all 
others  of  true  loyalty,  invincible  courage,  and  un- 
lhaken  conftancy.     Other  cities  have  been  praifed 

•  This  dedication  has  been  left  out  in  all  editions  of  the  poem 
but  the  firft.  To  me  there  appears  in  it  an  honed  unfeigned 
warmth  and  a  love  for  the  king,  which  compenfates  for  any 
thing  that  may  have  dropped  from  our  author's  pen  in  his  verfet 
on  Cromwell's  death ;  however,  we  fubmit  this  opinion  under 
correQioti  to  the  judicious  reader.  Derrick. 
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for  the  fame  virtues,  but  I  am  much  deceived  if  any 
have  fo  dearly  purchafed  their  reputation;  their 
fame  has  been  won  them  by  cheaper  trials  than  an 
expenfive,  though  neceflary  war,  a  confuming  pefti- 
lence,  and  a  more  confuming  fire.  To  fubmit  your- 
felves  with  that  humility  to  the  judgments  of  Hea- 
ven, and  at  the  fame  time  to  raife  yourfelves  with 
that  vigour  above  all  human  enemies ;  to  be  com- 
bated at  once  from  above  and  from  below,  to  be 
ftruck  down  and  to  triumph :  I  know  not  whether 
fuch  trials  have  been  ever  paralleled  in  any  nation: 
the  refolution  and  fuccefies  of  them  never  can  be- 
Never  had  prince  or  people  more  mutual  reafon  to 
love  each  other,  if  fuffering  for  each  other  can  endear 
affe&ioa.  You  have  come  together  a  pair  of  match- 
lefs  lovers,  through  many  difficulties ;  he,  through  a 
long  exile,  various  traverfes  of  fortune,  and  the  in* 
terpofition  of  many  rivals,  who  violently  ravifbed 
and  with-held  you  from  him :  and  certainly  you  have 
had  your  fhare  in  fufferings.  But  Providence  has 
caft  upon  you  want  of  trade,  that  you  might  appear 
bountiful  to  your  country's  neceffities ;  and  the  reft 
of  your  affli&ions  are  not  more  the  effe&s  of  God's 
difpleafure  (frequent  examples  of  them  having  been 
in  the  reign  of  the  moft  excellent  princes)  than  occa- 
fions  for  the  manifefting  of  your  Chriftian  and  civil 
virtues.  To  you  therefore  this  Year  of  Wonders  is 
juftly  dedicated,  becaufe  you  have  made  it  fo.  You, 
who  are  to  Hand  a  wonder  to  all  years  and  ages, 
and  who  have  built  yourfelves  an  immortal  monument 
on  your  own  ruins.    You  are  now  a  Phoenix  in  her 
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aihes,  and,  as  far  as  humanity  can  approach,  a  great 
emblem  of  the  fuffering  Deity :  but  Heaven  never 
made  fo  much  piety  and  virtue  to  leave  it  miferable. 
I  have  heard,  indeed,  of  forae  virtuous  perfons  who 
have  ended  unfortunately,  but  never  of  any  virtuous 
nation :  Providence  is  engaged  too  deeply,  when  the 
caufe  becomes  fo  general ;  and  I  cannot  imagine  it 
has  refolved  the  ruin  of  that  people  at  home,  which  it 
has  blefled  abroad  with  fuch  fuccefles.  I  am  there* 
fore  to  conclude,  that  your  fufferings  are  at  an  end ; 
and  that  one  part  of  my  poem  has  not  been  more  an 
hiftory  of  your  deftru&ion,  than  the  other  a  prophecy 
of  your  reftoration.  The  accomplilhment  of  which 
happinefs,  as  it  is  the  wifh  of  all  true  Engliihmen, 
fo  is  it  by  none  more  paffionately  defired  than  by, 

The  greateft  of  your  admirers, 
And  moft  humble  of  your  fervants, 

JOHN  DRYDEN. 
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IV  A  LETTER  TO  THE 


HON.   SIR  ROBERT  HOWARD, 


SIR, 

X  AM  fo  many  ways  obliged  to  you,  and  fo  little 
able  to  return  your  favours,  that,  like  thofe  who  owe 
too  much,  I  can  only  live  by  getting  farther  into 
your  debt  You  have  not  only  been  careful  of  my 
fortune,  which  was  the  effeQ;  of  your  noblenefs,  but 
you  have  been  felicitous  of  my  reputation,  which  is 
that  of  your  kindnefs.  It  is  not  long  fince  I  gave 
you  the  trouble  of  perufing  a  play  for  me,  and  now, 
inftead  of  an  acknowledgment,  I  have  given  you  a 
greater,  in  the  correction  of  a  poem.  But  fince  you 
are  to  bear  this  perfecution,  I  will  at  leaft  give  yoq 
the  encouragement  of  a  martyr;  you  could  never 
fuffer  in  a  nobler  caufe.  For  I  have  chofen  the 
moft  heroic  fubjeCk  which  any  poet  coyld  defire :  I 
have  taken  upon  me  to  defcribe  the  motives,  the  be* 
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ginning,  progress,  and  fucceffes,  of  a  mod  juft  and 
neceflary  war :  in  it,  the  care,  management,  and  pru- 
dence of  our  king;  the  condu£t  and  valour  of  a 
royal  admiral,  and  of  two  incomparable  generals ; 
the  invincible  courage  of  our  captains  and  fcamen ; 
and  three  glorious  vi&ories,  the  refult  of  all.  After 
this,  I  have,  in  the  Fire,  the  moft  deplorable,  but 
withal  the  greateft,  argument  that  can  be  imagined : 
the  definition  being  fo  fwift,  fo  fudden,  fo  vaft,  and 
miferable,  as  nothing  can  parallel  in  ftory.  The 
former  part  of  this  poem,  relating  to  the  war,  is  but 
a  due  expiation  for  my  not  ferving  my  king  and 
country  in  it.  All  gentlemen  are  almoft  obliged  to 
it;  and  I  know  no  reafon  we  ftiould  give  that  ad- 
vantage to  the  Commonalty  of  England,  to  be  fore- 
moft  in  brave  a&ions,  which  the  Nobleffe  of  France 
would  never  fuffer  in  their  pedants.  I  fhould  not 
have  written  this  but  to  a  perfon  who  has  been  ever 
forward  to  appear  in  all  employments,  whither  his 
honour  and  generofity  have  called  him.  The  latter 
part  of  my  poem,  which  defcribes  the  Fire,  I  owe, 
firft  to  the  piety  and  fatherly  afFeftion  of  our  monarch 
to  his  fuffering  fubjeCks ;  and,  in  the  fecond  place,  to 
the  courage,  loyalty,  and  magnanimity  of  the  city  ; 
both  which  were  fo  confpicuous,  that  I  have  wanted 
words  to  celebrate  them  as  they  deferve.  I  have 
called  my  poem  Hiftorical,  not  Epic,  though  both 
the  actions  and  aftors  are  as  much  heroic  as  any 
poem  can  contain.  But  fince  the  aftion  is  not  pro- 
perly one,  nor  that  accompliihed  in  the  laft  fucceffes, 
1  have  judged  it  too  bold  a  title  for  a  few  ftanzas, 
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which  are  little  more  in  number  than  a  fingle  Iliad, 
or  the  longeft  of  the  JEneids.  For  this  reafon  (I 
mean  not  of  length,  but  broken  addon,  tied  too  fe- 
verely  to  the  laws  of  hiftory)  I  am  apt  to  agree  with 
thofe,  who  rank  Lucan,  rather  among  hiftorians  in 
verfe,  than  Epic  poets  :  in  whole  room,  if  I  am  not 
deceived,  Silius  Italicus,  though  a  worfe  writer,  may 
more  juftly  be  admitted.  *  I  have  chofen  to  write 
my  poem  in  quatrains,  or  ftanzas  of  four  in  alternate 
rhyme,  becaufe  I  have  ever  judged  them  more  noble, 
and  of  greater  dignity,  both  for  the  found  and  num- 
ber, than  any  other  verfe  in  ufe  amongft  us;  in 
which  I  am  fure  I  have  your  approbation.  The 
learned  languages  have  certainly  a  great  advantage 
of  us,  in  not  being  tied  to  the  llavery  of  any  rhyme; 
and  were  lefs  conftrained  in  the  quantity  of  every 
fyllable,  which  they  might  vary  with  fpondees  or 
da£tyls,  befides  fo  many  other  helps  of  grammatical 
figures,  for  the  lengthening  or  abbreviation  of  them, 
than  the  modern  are  in  the  clofe  of  that  one  fyllable, 
which  often  confines,  and  more  often  corrupts,  the 
fenfe  of  all  the  reft.  But  in  this  neceffity  of  our 
rhymes,  I  have  always  found  the  couplet  verfe  moft 
eafy,  though  not  fo  proper  for  this  occaiion :  for  there 

•  Dryden  certainly  foou  changed  his  opinion,  fince  he  never 
after  pra&ifed  the  manner  of  verification  he  has  here  praifed  ; 
but  we  mall  find  it  always  his  way  to  affure  us,  that  his  prefent 
mode  of  writing  is  bed.  Confcious  of  his  own  importance,  he 
foared  above  controul ;  and  when  he  compofed  a  poem,  he  ifet  it 
up  as  a  ftandard  of  imitation,  deducing  from  it  rules  of  criticifm, 
the  pra&ice  of  which  he  endeavoured  to  inforce,  till  either 
through  intereftor  fancy  he  was  induced  to  change  his  opinion. 

,     DlRRlCK, 
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the  work  is  fooner  at  an  end,  every  two  lined  con- 
cluding the  labour  of  the  poet ;  but  in  quatrains  he 
is  to  carry  it  farther  on,  and  not  only  fo,  but  to  bear 
along  in  his  head  the  troublefome  fenfe  of  four  lines 
together.  For  thofe  who  write  corre&ly  in  this 
kind,  muft  needs  acknowledge,  that  the  laft  line  of 
the  ftanza  is  to  be  considered  in  the  compofition  of 
the  firft.  Neither  can  we  give  ourfelves  the  liberty 
of  making  any  part  of  a  verfe  for  the  fake  of  rhyme, 
or  concluding  with  a  word  which  is  not  current 
Englifti,  or  ufing  the  variety  of  female  rhymes ;  all 
which  our  fathers  praetifed:  and  for  the  female 
rhymes,  they  are  ftill  in  ufe  amongft  other  nations ; 
with  the  Italian  in  every  line,  with  the  Spaniard  pro* 
mifcuoufly,  with  the  French  alternately;  as  thofe 
who  have  read  the  Alarique,  the  Pucelle,  or  any  of 
their  later  poems,  will  agree  with  me.  And  befides 
this,  they  write  in  Alexandrins,  or  verfes  of  fix  feet; 
fuch  as  amongft  us  is  the  old  tranflation  of  Homer 
by  Chapman:  all  which,  by  lengthening  of  their 
chain,  makes  the  fphere  of  their  a&ivity  the  larger. 
I  have  dwelt  too  kmg  upon  the  choice  of  my  ftanza, 
which  you  may  re-nember  is  much  better  defended  in 
the  preface  to  Gondibert ;  and  therefore  I  will  haften 
to  acquaint  you  with  my  endeavours  in  the  writing 
In  general  I  will  only  fay,  I  have  never  yet  feen  the 
defcription  of  any  naval  fight  in  the  proper  terms 
which  are  ufed  at  fea;  and  if  there  be  any  fuch,  in 
another  language,  as  that  of  Lucan  in  the  third  of 
his  PharfeUa,  yet  I  could  not  avail  myfelf  of  it  in 
the  Englifti ;  the  terms  of  art  in  every  tongue  bearing 
vol.  i.  G 
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more  of  the  idiom  of  it  than  any  other  words.  We 
hear  indeed  among  our  poets,  of  the  thundering  -of 
guns,  the  finoke,  the  diforder,  and  the  daughter ;  but 
all  thefe  are  common  notions.  And  certainly,  as 
thofe  who,  b  a  logical  difpute,  keep  in  general  terms, 
would  hide  a  fallacy,  fo  thofe,  who  do  it  in  any  poeti- 
cal defcription,  would  veil  their  ignorance. 

Defcriptas  fervare  vices  operumque  colores, 
Cur  ego,  fi  nequeo  ignoroque,  Poeta  falutor  ? 

For  my  own  part,  if  I  had  little  knowledge  of  the  fear, 
yet  I  have  thought  it  no  (hame  to  learn;  ami  if  I  have 
made  fome  few  miltakes,  'tis  only,  as  you  can  bear 
me  witnefs,  becaufe  I  have  wanted  opportunity  to 
correQ;  them ;  the  whole  poem  being  firft  written, 
and  now  fent  you  from  a  place,  where  I  have  not  fo 
muclv  as  the  converfe  of  any  feaman.     Yet  though 
the  trouble  I  had  in  writing  it  was  great,  it  was 
more  than  recompenfed  by  the  pleafijre.     I  found 
myfelf  fo  warm  in  celebrating  the  praifes  of  military 
men,  two  fuch  efpecially  as  the  Prince  and  General, 
that  it  b  no  wonder  if  they  infpired  me  with  thoughts 
above  my  ordinary  level.     And  I  am  well  fatisfied, 
that,  as  they  are  incomparably  the  beft  fubje&  I  ever 
had,  excepting  only  the  Royal  Family,  la  aifc>  that 
this  I  have  written  of  them  is  much  better  than  what 
I  have  performed  on  any  other.     I  have  been  forced 
to  help  out  other  arguments ;  but  this  has  been  boun* 
tiful  ta  me :  they  have  been  low  and  barren  of  praife; 
and  I  have  exalted  them,  and  made  them  fruitful; 
but  here — Omnia  JpontcJttA  reddit  jujiiffima  telht& 
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I  have  had  a  large,  a  fair,  and  a  pleafant  field ;  fb 
fertile,  that  without  my  cultivating,  it  has  given  me 
two  harvefts  in  a  fummer,  and  in  both  opprefled  the 
reaper.  All  other  greatnefs  in  fubje&s  is  only  coun* 
terfeit;  it  will  not  endure  the  teft  of  danger;  the 
greatnefs  of  arms  is  only  real ;  other  greatnefs  bur- 
dens a  nation  with  its  weight,  this  fupports  it  with 
its  ftrength.  And  as  it  is  the  happinefe  of  the  age, 
fo  it  is  the  peculiar  goodnefs  of  the  beft  of  kings,  that 
we  may  praife  bis  fubje&s  without  offending  him. 
Doubtlefs  it  proceeds  from  a  juft  confidence  of  his 
own  virtue,  which  the  luftre  of  no  other  can  be  fo 
great  as  to  darken  in  him  ;  for  the  good  or  the  va- 
liant are  never  fafely  praifed  under  a  bad  or  a  dege- 
nerate prince.  But  to  return  from  this  digreffion  to 
a  farther  account  of  my  poem ;  I  muft  crave  leave 
to  tell  you,  that  as  I  have  endeavoured  to  adorn  it 
with  noble  thoughts,  fo  much  more  to  exprefs  thofe 
thoughts  with  elocution.  The  compofition  of  all 
poems  is,  or  ought  to  be,  of  wit ;  and  wit  in  the 
poet,  or  wit^writing  (if  you  will  give  me  leave  to 
ufe  a  fchool-diftin&ion)  is  no  other  than  the  faculty 
of  imagination  in  the  writer,  which,  like  a  nimble 
fpaniel,  beats  over  and  ranges  through  the  field  of 
memory,  'till  it  fprings  the  quarry  it  hunted  after; 
or,  without  metaphor,  which  fearches  over  all  the 
memory  for  the  fpecies  or  ideas  of  thofe  things  which 
it  defigns  to  reprefent.  Wit  written  is  that  which  is 
well  defined,  the  happy  refult  of  thought,  or  produQ: 
of  imagination.  But  to  proceed  from  wit,  in  the 
general  notion  of  it,  to  the  proper  wit  of  an  heroic  or 

0  2 
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iriftorical  poem,  I  judge  it  chiefly  to  confift  in  the 
delightful  imaging  of  perfons,  a6tions,  paffions,  or 
things.  Tis  not  the  jerk  or  (ling  of  an  epigram,  nor 
the  feeming  contradiction  of  a  poor  antithefis,  (the 
delight  of  an  ill-judging  audience  in  a  play  of  rhyme) 
nor  the  gingle  of  a  more  poor  Paranomafia ;  neither 
k  it  fo  much  the  morality  of  a  grave  fentence,  affe&ed 
by  Lucan,  but  more  fparmgly  ufed  by  Virgil ;  but  it 
b  fome  lively  and  apt  defcrrption,  dreffed  in  iucb 
colours  of  ipeech,  that  it  fets  before  your  eyes  the 
abfent  objeft,  as  perfe&ly  and  more  delightfully  than 
nature.  So  then  the  firft  happinefs  of  the  poets 
imagination  is  properly  invention  or  finding  of  the 
thought;  the  fecond  is  fancy,  or  the  variation,  de- 
riving or  moulding  of  that  thought  as  the  judgment 
jreprefents  k  proper  to  the  fubjeQ; ;  the  third  is  elo- 
cution, or  the  art  of  cloathing  and  adorning  that 
thought,  fo  found  and  varied,  in  apt,  fignificant,  and 
founding  words  :  the  quicknefs  of  the  imagination  is 
feen  in  the  invention,  the  fertility  in  the  fancy,  and 
/  the  accuracy  in  the  expreffion.  For  the  two  firft  of 
thefe,  Ovid  b  famous  amongft  the  poets ;  for  the 
latter,  Virgil.  Ovid  images  more  often  the  move- 
ments and  afie&ions  of  the  mind,  either  combating 
between  two  contrary  paffions,  or  extremely  di£ 
compofed  by  one.  His  words  therefore  are  the  leaft 
part  of  his  care;  for  he  pi&ures  nature  in  diforderr 
with  which  the  ftudy  and  choice  of  words  is  incon- 
fiftent  This  is  the  proper  wit  of  dialogue  or  di£ 
courfe,  and  confequently  of  the  drama,  where  all 
that  is  faid  is  to  be  fuppofed  the  effeft  of  fudden 
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thought ;  which,  though  it  excludes  not  the  quick- 
nets  of  wit  in  repartees,  yet  admits  not  a  too  curious 
ele&ion  of  words,  too  frequent  allufions,   or  ufe  of 
tropes,  or  in  fine  any  thing  that  {hews  remotenefe  of 
thought  or  labour  in  the  writer.    On  the  other  fide, 
Virgil  fpeaks  not  fo  often  to  us  in  the  perfon  of  ano- 
ther, like  Ovid,  but  in  his  own :  he  relates  almoft  ail 
things  as  from  himfelf,  and  thereby  gains  more  liberty 
(ban  the  other,  to  exprefs  bis  thoughts  with  all  the 
graces  of  elocution,  to  write  more  figuratively,  and  to 
confess  as  well  the  labbur,  as  the  force  of  his  imagina- 
tion. Though  he  defcribes  his  Dido  well  and  naturally, 
in  the  violence  of  her  paflions,  yet  hemufi  yield  in 
that  to  the  Myrrha,  the  BibKs,  the  Althaea,  erf  Ovid ; 
for  as  great  an  admirer  of  him  as  I  atri,  I  muft  ac- 
knowledge, that  if  I  fee  not  more  of  their  fouk  than 
I  fee  of  Dido's,  at  leaft  I  have  a  greater  concernmen 
for  them:   and  that  convinces  me,   that  Ovid  has 
touched  thofe  tender  ftrokes  more  delicately  than  Vfir- 
gil  could     But  rthen  action  or  perfons  are  to  be  de- 
scribed, when  any  fuch  image  k  to  be  fet  before  us, 
how  bold,  how  inafterly  are  the  ftrokes  of  Virgil ! — 
We  fee  the  objects  he  prefents  us  with  in  their  nativfe 
figures,  in  their  proper  motions ;  but  fo  we  fee  them, 
as  our  own  eyes  could  never  have  beheld  them  ft 
beautiful  in  themfelves*     We  fee  the  foul  of  the  poet, 
like  that  univerfal  one  of  which  he  fpeaks,  informing 
and  moving  through  all  his  pictures : 

— Totamque  ioftifa  per  artus 
Kens  »gitat  molem,  &  magno  fe  corpore  mi&et 
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We  behold  him  embellishing  his  images,  as  he  makes 
Venus  breathing  beauty  upon  her  fon  JEneas. 


lumenque  juvenUe 


Purpureum,  $t  laetos  oculis  affi&rat  honores  : 
Quale  maniw  addunt  Ebori  decus,  aut  ubi  flavo 
Argentum  Pariufve  lapis  circundatur  auro. 

See  his  Tempeft,  his  Funeral  Sports,  his  Combat 
of  Turnus  and  JEneas :  and  in  his  Georgics,  which  I 
efteem  the  divineft  part  of  all  his  writings,  the 
Plague,  the  Country,  the  Battle  of  the  Bulls,  the 
Labour  of  the  Bees,  and  thofe  many  other  excellent 
images  of  nature,  mod  of  which  are  neither  great  in 
themfelves,  nor  have  any  natural  ornament  to  bear 
them  up :  but  the  words  wherewith  he  defcribes  them 
are  fo  excellent,  that  it  might  be  well  applied  to  him, 
which  was  {aid  by  Ovid,  Materiam  fuperabat  opus ; 
the  very  found  of  his  words  has  often  fomewhat  that 
is  connatural  to  the  fubje& ;  and  while  we  read  him, 
we  fit,  as  in  a  play,  beholding  the  fcenes  of  what  he 
reprefents.  To  perform  this,  he  made  frequent  ufe 
of  tropes,  which  you  know  change  the  nature  of  a 
known  word,  by  applying  it  to  fome  other  fignifica- 
tion  ;  and  this  is  it  which  Horace  means  in  his  epiftle 
to  the  Pifos : 

Dixeris  egregid,  ootum  fi  callida  verbum 
Reddiderit  jun&ura  novum 

But  I  am  fenfible  I  have  prefumed  too  far  to  en- 
tertain you  with  a  rude  difcourfe  of  that  art,  which 
you  both  know  fo  well,  and  put  into  pra&ice  with  fo 
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much  happinefs.  Yet  before  I  leave  Virgil,  I  muft 
own  the  vanity  to  tell  you,  and  by  you  the  world,  that 
he  has  been  my  mafter  in  this  poem :  I  have  followed 
him  every  where,  I  know  not  with  what  fuceefs,  but 
I  am  fure  with  diligence  enough :  my  images  are 
many  of  them  copied  from  him,  and  the  reft  are  imi- 
tations of  him.  My  expreffions  alfo  are  as  near  as 
the  idioms  of  the  two  languages  would  admit  of  in 
tranflation.  And  this,  fir,  I  have  done  with  that 
boldnefs,  for  which  I  will  ftand  accountable  to  any 
of  our  little  critics,  who,  perhaps,  are  no  better  ao 
quainted  with  him  than  I  am.  Upon  your  firft  pe- 
rufal  of  this  poem,  you  have  taken  notice  of  fome 
words,  which  I  have  innovated  (if  it  be  too  bold  for 
me  to  fay  refined)  upon  his  Latin  ;  which,  as  I  of- 
fer not  to  introduce  into  Englifh  profe,  fo  I  hope 
they  are  neither  improper,  nor  altogether  inelegant 
hi  verfe ;  and,  in  this,  Horace  will  again  defend  me* 

Et  nova,  fidaque  miper,  habebunt  verba  {idem,  fi 
Graeco  fonte  cadunt,  parce  detorta 

The  inference  is  exceeding  plain;  for  if  a  Roman 
poet  might  have  liberty  to  coin  a  word,  fuppofing 
only  that  it  was  derived  from  the  Greek,  was  put  into 
a  Latin  termination,  and  that  he  ufed  this  liberty  but 
feldom,  and  with  modefty ;  how  much  more  juftly 
may  I  challenge  that  privilege  to  do  it  with  the  fame 
prerequisites,  from  the  belt  and  moft  judicious  of  La- 
tin writers  ?  In  fome  places,  where  either  the  fancy 
or  the  words  were  his,  or  any  other's,  I  have  noted 
It  in  the  margin,  that  I  might  not  feem  a  plagiary ; 
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in  others  I  have  negle&ed  it,  to  avoid  as  well  todi- 
oufuefs,  as  the  afFe6tation  of  doing  it  too  often.  Such 
defcriptions  or  images  well  wrought,  which  I  pro- 
mise not  for  mine,  are,  as  I  have  faid,  the  adequate 
delight  of  heroic  poefy ;  for  they  beget  admiration, 
which  is  its  proper  objeft ;  as  the  images  of  the  bur- 
lefque,  which  is  contrary  to  this,  by  the  fame  reafon 
beget  laughter:  for  the  one  {hews  nature  beautified, 
is  in  the  pi&ureof  a  fair  weman,  which  we  all  ad* 
mire;  the  other  ihews  her  deformed,  as  in  that  of  a 
lazar,  or  of  a  fool  with  diftorted  face  and  antique  ges- 
tures, at  which  we  cannot  forbear  to  laugh,  becaufe 
it  is  a  deviation  from  nature.  But  though  the  lame 
images  ferve  equally  for  the  Epic  poefy,  and  for  the 
Hiftoric  and  Panegyric,  which  are  branches  of  it,  yet 
a  feveral  fort  of  fculpture  is  to  be  ufed  in  them.  If 
ibme  of  them  are  to  be  like  thofe  of  Juvenal,  Stantes 
in  curribus  JEmiliani,  heroes  drawn  in  their  trium- 
phal chariots,  and  in  their  full  proportion ;  others 
are  to  be  like  that  of  Virgil,  Spirantia  molkus  ara: 
there  is  fomewhatmore  of  foftnefs  and  tendernefs  to 
be  (hewn  in  them.  You  will  foon  find  I  write  not 
this  without  concern.  Some,  who  have  feen  a  paper 
of  verfes,  which  I  wrote  laft  year  to  her  Highnefs 
the  Dutchefs,  have  accufed  them  of  that  only  thing  I 
could  defend  in  them.  They  faid,  I  did  humijerpere^ 
that  I  wanted  not  only  height  of  fancy,  but  dignity 
of  words,  to  fet  it  off.  I  might  well  anfwer  with  that 
of  Horace,  Nunc nonerai  his  locus;  I  knew  I  ad- 
dreffed  them  to  a  lady,  and  accordingly  I  affefted 
the  foftnefs  of  expreffion,  and  the  finoothnefsofmea-* 
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fure,  rather  than  the  height  of  thought ;  and  in  what 
I  did  endeavour,  it  id  no  vanity  to  fay  I  have  fuo 
eeeded.  I  deteft  arrogance ;  but  there  is  fome  di& 
ference  betwixt  that  and  a  juft  defence.  But  I  will 
not  farther  bribe  your  candor  or  the  reader's.  I 
leave  them  to  fpeak  for  me ;  and,  if  they  can,  to 
make  out  that  chara£fcer,  not  pretending  to  a  greater, 
which  I  have  given  them*. 

And  now,  fir,  'tis  time  I  fliould  relieve  you  front 
the  tedious  length  of  this  account  .You  have  bet- 
ter and  more  profitable  employment  for  your  hours, 
and  I  wrong  the  public  to  detain  you  longer.  In 
conclufion,  I  muft  leave  my  poem  to  you  with  all  its 
faults,  which  I  hope  to  find  fewer  in  the  printing  by 
your  emendations.  I  know  yew  are  not  of  the  num- 
ber of  thofe,  of  whom  the  younger  Pliny  fpeaks ; 
Necjimt  pariam  multi,  qui  carpere  amicos  fuos  judi- 
cium meant:  I  am  rather  too  fecure  of  you  on  that 
fide.  Your  candor  in  pardoning  my  errors  may* 
make  you  more  remifs  in  correfling  them ;  if  you 
will  not  withal  confiderthat  they  come  into  the  world 
with  your  approbation,  and  through  your  hands.  I 
beg  from  you  the  greateft  favour  you  can  confer  upon 
an  abfent  perfon,  fince  I  repofe  upon  your  manage- 
ment what  is  deareft  to  me,  my  fame  and  reputa- 
tion ;  and  therefore  I  hope  it  will  ftir  you  up  to  make 
my  poem  fairer  by  many  of  your  blots ;  if  not,  yon 
know  the  ftory  of  the  gamefter  who  married  the  rich 
man's  daughter,  and  when  her  father  denied  thepor- 

*  See  the  preceding  poem,  which  in  the  original  edition  of  the 
4mm  Miratrilis  occurs  in  this  place.  John  Warton. 
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don,  chriftened  all  bis  children  by  his  furname,  that 
if,  in  conclusion,  they  muft  beg,  they  ihould  do  fo 
by  one  name,  as  well  as  by  the  other.  But  fince  the 
reproach  of  my  faults  will  light  on  you,  'tis  but  rea- 
fon  1  fhould  do  you  that  juftice  to  the  readers,  to  let 
them  know,  that  if  there  be  any  thing  tolerable  in 
this  poem,  they  owe  the  argument  to  your  choice, 
the  writing  to  your  encouragement,  the  correfldon  to 
your  judgment,  and  the  care  of  it  to  your  friendihip, 
to  which  he  muft  ever  acknowledge  himfelf  to  owe  all 
things,  who  is, 

Sib, 
The  moft  obedient,  and  mod 

Faithful  of  your  fervants, 


From  Charlton  in  WUtmire, 
Nor.  10,166*6. 


JOHN  DRYDEN. 
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YEAR   OF   WONDERS*, 

1666. 


IN  thriving  arts  long  time  had  Holland  grown, 
Crouching  at  home  and  cruel  when  abroad  : 

Scarce  leaving  us  the  means  to  claim  our  own; 
Our  king  they  courted,  and  our  merchants 
aw'd. 

•  "  This  poem  is  written  with  great  diligence,  yet  does  not 
folly  anfwor  the  expectation  raifed  by  fuch  fubje&s,  and  fuch  a 
writer.  With  the  ftanza  of  Davenant,  he  has  fometimes  his  vein 
of  parenthefis,  and  incidental  difquifition,  and  flops  his  narrative 
for  a  wife  remark.  The  general  fault  is,  that  he  affords  more 
fentiment  than  description,  and  does  not  fo  much  imprefs  fcenet 
upon  the  fancy,  as  deduce  confequences,  and  make  compari- 
fons." — Johnfon's  Life  of  Dryden.  John  Wakton. 

Ver.  1.]  "  The  initial  ftanzas  have  rather  too  much  refem- 
blance  to  the  firft  lines  of  Waller's  poem  on  the  war  with  Spain ; 
perhaps  fuch  a  beginning  is  natural,  and  could  not  be  avoided 
without  affectation.  Both  Waller  and  Dryden  might  take  their 
hint  from  the  poem  on  the  civil  war  of  Rome.  Orbera  jam 
totum,"  &c. — Johnfon's  Life  of  Dryden.        Jomr  Wartok. 
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2. 
Trade,  which  like  blood  fhould  circularly  flow,  s 
Stoppd  in  their  channels,  found  its  freedom 
loft: 
Thither  the  wealth  of  all  the  world  did  go, 
.And  feem'd  but  (hipwreck'd  ou  fobafe a coaft. 
3. 
For  them  alone  the  heavens  bad  kindly  beat; 

In  eaftern  quarries  ripening  precious  dew:   10 
For  them  the  Idumaean  balm  did  fweat, 
And  in  hot  Ceilon  fpicy  forefts  grew. 
4. 
The  fun  but  feem'd  the  laborer  of  their  year; 
Each  wexing  moon  fupply'd  her  watVy  (lore, 

Ver.  5*  Track,  wkick  Ukc  hbod  Jhtuld  circularly  jtvw,]  Witfc 
equal  liberty  Cowper : 

•**•  The  band  of  commerce  was  <fefign'd 
Tafibciate  all  the  branches  of  mankind ; 
And,  if  a  bound  left  plenty  be  the  Robe, 
Trade  is  the  golden  girdle  of  the  globe. 

John  Warton. 
Ver.  10*    Jit  eqfiern  quarries,  &c]     Precious  ftones  at  firft 
are  dew,  condenfed  and  hardened  by  the  warmth  of  the  fun,  or 
fubterranean  fires.    Original  Edition,  l667# 

Ver.  11.  Fer  them  the  Tdumaan  bairn  did  fweat,]  Pope  had 
bis  eye  on  this  paflage,  where  defcribing  the  effects  of  commerce 
fee  fays, 

For  me  the  balm  mall  bleed,  and  amber  flow,  &c. 

Windfor  FoTelt,  line  393. 
John  Wartov. 
Ver.  13.    — their  year;]     Corrected  from  the   ori- 
ginal edition,  12mo.  1667.     Derrick  has,  the  year.       Todd. 

Ver#  14.    Each  wexing,  &c]    According  to  their  opinion, 
who  think  that  great  heap  of  waters  under  the  Line  is  deprefled 
into  tides  by  the  moon,  towards  the  Poles.     Original  edition. 
Ibid.  „    vexing]     Original  edition.    Derrick,  waxing, 

Topp. 

Digitized  by  VjOOQlC 


ANNUS  MIRABIUS.  gS 

To  fwell  thofe  tides,  which  from  the  line  did 
bear  15 

Their  brim-full  veflels  to  the  Belgian  fhore. 
5. 
Thus,  mighty  in  her  (hips,  flood  Carthage  long, 
And  fwept  the  riches  of  the  world  from  far; 
Yet  ftoop'd  to  Rome,  le&  wealthy,  but  more 
ftrong: 
And  this  may  prove  our  fecond   Punick 
war.  M 

6. 
What  peace  can  be,  where  both  to  one  pretend? 
(But  they  more  diligent,  and  we  more  ftrong) 
Or  if  a  peace,  it  foon  muft  have  an  end ; 
For  they  would  grow  too  powerful  were  it 
long. 

7. 
Behold  two  nations  then,  engag'd  (6  far,        as 
That  each  fev'n  years  the  fit  muft  (hake  each 
land : 
Where  France  will  fide  to  weaken  us  by  war, 
Who  only  can  his  vaft  defigns  withftand. 

Ver.  15.     thofe  tides,]     Original  edition.     Derrick^ 

laoft  probably  by  an  error  of  the  prefs,  has  tide.  Todd. 

Ver.  19.    ftoop'd  to  Rome,]    The  prefident  Henault, 

after  fo  much  has  been  faid  of  the  Romans,  Jias  made  this  fine 
and  new  reflection  : — •'  Is  it  not  aftonifhing  that  this  celebrated 
and  e*tenfive  empire  of  Rome  mould  have  fubfiftcd  from  the  time 
of  Romulus  to  that  of  Theodofius  II.  that  is  to  fay,  more  than 
a  thoufand  years,  without  ever  having  had  a  complete  body  of 
laws."  Dr.  J.  WAaTOH. 
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8. 
See  how  he  feeds  tW Iberian  with  delays, 

To  render  us  his  timely  friendfhip  vain  i     so 
And  while  his  fecret  foul  on  Flanders  preys, 

He  rocks  the  cradle  of  the  babe  of  Spain. 

9. 
Such  deep  defigns  of  empire  does  he  lay 

O'er  them,  whofe  caufe  he  feems  to  take  in 
hand} 
And  prudently  would  make  them  lords  at  fea,  35 
To  whom  with  eafe  he  can  give  laws  by  land- 

10. 
This  faw  our  king;  and  long  within  his  breaft 

His  penfive  counfels  balanc'd  to  and  fro : 
He  griev'd  the  land  he  freed  ftiould  beopprefs'd, 

And  he  lefs  for  it  than  ufurpers  do.  40 

11. 
His  generous  mind  the  fair  ideas  drew 

Of  fame  and  honour,  which  in  dangers  lay; 

"Where  wealth,  like  fruit  on  precipices,  grew, 

Not  to  be  gathered  but  by  birds  of  prey* 

12. 
The  lofs  and  gain  each  fatally  were  great ;     45 

And  ftill  his  fubje&s  call'd  aloud  for  war ; 
But  peaceful  kings,  o'er  martial  people  fet, 

Each  other's  poize  and  counterbalance  are* 

Ver.29.  rt'lberianj     Th«  Spaniard.    Orig.  ediU 
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13. 
He  firft  furve/d  the  charge  with  careful  eyes, 
Which  none   but  mighty  monarch*  could 
maintain ;  50 

Yet  judg'd,  like  vapours  that  from  limbecs 

rife, 
It  would  in  richer  flidwers  defcend  again. 

14. 
At  length  refolv'd  t'aflert  the  wat'ry  ball, 
He  in  himfelf  did  whole  Armadoes  bring : 

Vcr.  51.     Yet  jndtfd,  like  vapours  that  from  limbecs  rife,"} 
Dry  den's  allufioos  to  chemiftry  and  chemical  figurations  are 


frequent.  JoHjOliRToK. 

Vcr.  53.  At  length  refolv'd]  It  may  be  fclii&bted  whe- 
ther a  naval  engagement,  though  a  magnificent  objeft  in  itfelf, 
is  yet  a  proper  fubje&  for  heroic  poetry.  Boilcau  boaftol  to 
his  friend  and  commentator  Brqffbtte,  that  he  was  the  dtfk  of 
modern  poets,  who  had  ventured  to  mention  gunpowder  in  verfej 
which  he  did  in  his  4th  Epiftle,  addreffed  to  Louis  XIV.  it  line 
121: 

De  falfpetre  en  fureur  Fair  s'echaufic  ct  s'aJlume. 

Alfoatline  123: 

Deja  du  plomb  mortcl. 

And  again  in  his  8th  Satire,  line  153 ;  in  his  4th  Epiftle, 
line  54  and  121 ;  and  in  his  Ode  on  Namur: 
Et  les  bombes  dans  les  airs* 

Moft  undoubtedly  the  firft  time  tliat  ever  bombs  were  intro- 
duced into  lyric  poetry.  But  the  example  even  of  Boileau  will 
not  juftify  the  ufe  of  thefe  images,  becaufe  they  do  not  lofe  that 
familiarity  which  produces  difeuft.  As  to  technical  terms,  and 
fea  language,  the  epic  mufe  mould  certainly  difdain  to  utter 
them.  Our  author  has  been  la  vim  of  them  indeed,  and  fullied 
his  piece  by  talking  frequently  like  a  boatfwain.  How  can  we 
defend  fuch  exprenions  as  the  following :  "Old  Okum — calking 
iron — boiling  pitch — rattling  mallet— chafe -guns — his  lee — fea- 
Toned  timber— feams  inftops — marp-kcel'd — flirouds — tarpaw- 
ling."  Dr.  J.  Wartqn. 
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Him  aged  Teamen  might  their  matter  call,      si 
And  choofe  for  general,  were  he  not  their 
king. 

15. 
It  feem^as  every  (hip  their  (bvereign  knows, 

His  awful  fummons  they  fo  foon  obey  ; 
So  hear  the  fcaly  herd  when  Proteus  blows, 
And  fo  to  pafture  follow  through  the  fea.  60 
16. 
To  fee  this  fleet  upon  the  ocean  move, 

Angels  drew  wide  the  curtains  of  the  fkies  ; 
And  heaven,  as  if  there  wanted  lights  above, 
For  tapers  made  two  glaring  comets  rife. 

Vcr.  59.  So  hear  the  fcaly  herd}  The  firft  edition  erroneoufly 
has  here.  Todd. 

Ibid,  when  Proteus  blows,] 

Coeruleus  Proteus  iromaniaponti 

Armenta,  et  magnas  pafcit  fub  gurgite  phocas.     Virg. 

Original  edition. 

Vcr.  60.  Andfo  to  pafture  follow,  &c]  For  Proteus  was  the 
fliepherd  of  Neptune,  and  hence  Milton  gives  him  a  hook, 
Comus,  v.  872. 

"  By  the  Carpathian  wizard's  hook." 
Compare  Virgil,  Georg.  iv.  395. 


immania  cujus 


w  Armenta,  et  turpes  pafcit  fub  gurgite  phocas." 

Todd. 
Ver.  62.    Angels  drew  wide  the  curtains  of  the  foies;]     This 
line  feems  indebted  to  Sir  P.  Sidney's  Aftrophel  and  Stella: 
"  Phoebus  drew  wide  the  curtaines  of  the  Ikies." 

Todd. 

Ver.  64.     -  two  glaring  comets]    A  very  improper  and 

abfurd  image ;  as  alfo  at  vcrfe  &2.  Dr.  J.  Wartoh. 

Ibid.     ■  —  two  glaring  comets  rife.]     A    comet  was . 

fcen  firft  on  the  14th  of  December,  l6'64,  which  lafted  almoft 
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17. 
Whether  they  unauous  exhalations  are,         6s 

Fir'd  by  the  fun,  or  feeming  fo  alone  : 
Or  each  fome  more  remote  and  flippery  liar, 

Which  lofes  footing  when  to  mortals  ihown. 

18. 
Or  one,  that  bright  companion  of  the  fun, 
Whofe  glorious  afpeft  feal'd  our  new-born 
king ;  70 

And  now,  a  round  of  greater  years  begun, 
New  influence  from  his  walks  of  light  did 
bring. 

15. 
Vi&orious  York  did  firft  with  fam'd  fuccefs, 
To  his  known  valour  make  the  Dutch  give 
place : 
Thus  Heav'n  our  monarch's  fortune  did  con- 
fefs,  7s 

Beginning  conqueft  from  his  royal  race, 

three  months;  and  another  the  6th  of  April,  1665,  which  was 
vifible  to  us  fourteen  days. — Appendix  to  Sherburn's  Tranfiation 
ofMauMus,  p.  211.  Derrick. 

Ver.  69.     That  bright  companion  of  the  fun, 

Whofe  glorious  afpeSfealcd  our  new-born  king.} 

A  new  ftar  appeared  in  the  open  day  about  the  time  of  King 
Charles  the  Second's  birth ;  a  fed  which  Lilly,  the  famous  aftro- 
nomer,  denied,  affirming  it  to  be  only  the  planet  Venus,  which 
may  be  often  feen  by  day-light,  as  has  been  experienced  by  all 
curious  people  again  in  1757.  Derrick. 

Ver,  71*    And  now,  a  round  of  greater  years  begun,} 
"  Magnus  ab  iategro  fatclorum  nafcitur  ordo."    Virg. 

John  Wak>tok. 
▼OL.  %  H 
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20. 
But  fince  it  was  decreed,  aufpicious  king, 
In  Britain's  right  that  thou  (houldft  wed  the 
main, 
Heav'n,  as  a  gage,  would  caft  forae  precious 
thing, 
And  therefore  doom'd  that  Lawfon  fhoald  be 
flain.  so 

21. 
Lawfon  amongft  the  foremoft  met  his  fate,. 
Whom  fea-green  Sirens  from  the  rocks  la- 
ment : 
Thus  as  an  offering  for  the  Grecian  (late, 
He  firft  was  kill'd  who  firft  to  battle  went* 

22. 
Their  chief  blown  up  in  air,  not  waves,  expir'd,  si 
To  which  his  pride  prefum'd  to  give  the  law: 

Ver.  80.  And  therefore  doom'd,  &c.}  Sir  John  Lawfon  was 
born  at  Hull  of  but  mean  parentage,  and  bred  to  the  fea ;  he 
was  for  fome  time  employed  in  the  merchant's  fervice,  which  he 
left  for  that  of  the  Parliament,  in  which  he  foon  got  a  (hip,  and 
afterwards  carried  a  flag  under  Monk :  with  him  he  co-operated 
in  the  refloration  of  the  king;  for  which  good  reafon  he  received 
the  honour  of  knighthood  at  the  Hague*  He  zealoufly  fup- 
ported  our  claim  to  the  fovereignty  of  the  fea,  and  quarrelled 
with  De  Ruyter,  the  Dutch  admiral,  for  being  backward  in  ac- 
knowledging it,  an  accident  that  partly  occafioned  the  Dutch 
war.  In  the  a&ion  here  celebrated  he  was  rear-admiral  of  the 
red,  and  a&ed  immediately  under  his  Royal  Highnefs.  His 
death  was  occafioned  by  a  mufket-ball,  that  wounded  him  in 
the  knee,  and  be  was  not  taken  proper  care  of.  We  find  him 
characlerifed  honcft,  brave,  loyal,  and  one  of  the  mod  experi- 
enced feamen  of  his  time.  Derrick. 

"    Ver.  35.    Their  chief]    The  admiral  of  Holland.    Orig.  edit 
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The  Dutch  confefs'd  Heav'n  prefent,  and  retired, 
And  all  was  Britain  the  wide  ocean  faw. 

23. 
To  neareft  ports  their  ftiatter'd  fhips  repair, 
Where  by    oar  dreadful  cannon  they  lay 
aw'd :  90 

So  reverently  men  quit  the  open  air, 

Where  thunder  fpeaks  the  angry  gods  abroad. 

24. 
*  And  now  approached  their  fleet  from  India, 
fraught 
With  all  the  riches  of  the  rifing  fun  : 
And   precious    fand    from    fouthern    climates 
brought  95 

The  fetal  regions  where  the  war  begun. 

25. 
Like  hunted  caftors,  confcious  of  their  ftore, 
Their  way-laid  wealth  to   Norway's  coafl* 
they  bring : 

Vcr.  92.     So  reverently  men  quit  the  open  air, 
Where  thunder  /peaks,  &c] 

"  The  late  Mr.  James  Ralph  told  Lord  Macartney,  that  he 
pafled  an  evening  with  Dr.  Young  at  Lord  Melcombe's  (then 
Mr.  Dodington)  at  Hammerfraith.  The  Doctor  happening  tp 
go  out  into  the  garden,  Mr.  Dodington  obferved  to  him,  on  hit 
return,  that  it  was  a  dreadful  night,  as  in  truth  it  was,  there 
being  a  violent  ftorm  of  rain  and  wind*  '  No  Sir/  replied  the 
Dodor,  *  it  is  a  very  fine  night — the  Lord  is  abroad/ "  Bof- 
weli's  Life  of  Johnfon,  vol.  iv.  p.  6*0.  Johv  Wartok. 

•  The  attempt  at  Berghen.     Original  edition. 

Ver.  95*    —  fouthern  climate*}     Guinea.    Orig.  edition. 
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Tbere  firft  the  North's  cold  bofom  fpices  bore, 
And  winter  brooded  on  the  eaftern  fpring;  100 

26. 
By  the  rich  fcent  we  found  our  perfum'd  prey, 
Which,  flank'd  with  rocks,  did  clofe  in  covert 
lie; 
And  round  about  their  murdering  cannon  lay, 
At  once  to  threaten  and  invite  the  eye. 

27. 
Fiercer  than  cannon,   and  than   rocks  more 
hard,  105 

The  Englifh  undertake  th'  unequal  war : 
Sev'n  ftiips  alone,  by  which  the  port  is  barr'df, 
Befiege  the  Indies,  and  all  Denmark  dare. 

28. 

Thefe  fight  like  hufbands,  but  like  lovers  thofe: 

Thefe  fain  would  keep,  and  thofe  more  fain 

enjoy:  hg 

And  to  fuch  height  their  frantic  paflion  grows, 

That  what  both  love,  both  hazard  to  de- 

ftroy. 

29. 
Araidft  whole  heaps  of  fpices  lights  a  baft, 
And  now  their  odours  arm'd  againft  them 
%: 
Some  precioufly  by  ftiatter'd  porcelain  fall,  115 
And  fome  by  aromatick  fplinters  die. 
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30. 
And  though  by  tempefts  of  the  prize  bereft, 

In  heaven's  inclemency  fome  eafe  we  find : 
Our  foes  we  vanquilh'd  by  our  valour  left, 

And  only  yielded  to  the  feas  and  wind.      120 

31. 
Nor  wholly  loft  we  fo  deferv'd  a  prey ; 

For  ftorms,  repenting,  part  of  it  reftor'd : 

Which  as  a  tribute  from  the  Baltick  fea, 

The  Britifh  ocean  fent  her  mighty  lord. 

32. 
Go,  mortals,  now,  and  vex  yourfelves  in  vain  125 
For  wealth,  which  fo  uncertainly  muft  come : 
When  what  was  brought  fo  far,  and  with  fuch 
pain, 
Was  only  kept  to  lofe  it  nearer  home. 

S3. 
The  £>n,  who,  twice  three  months  on  th'  ocean 
toft, 
Prepared  to  tell  what  he  had  pafs'd  before,  130 
Now  fees  in  Englifh  (hips  the  Holland  coaft, 
And  parents'  arms,  in  vain,  ftretch'd  from 

the  ftiore. 

34. 
This  careful  hufband  had  been  long  away, 
Whom  his  chafte   wife  and  little  children 
mourn; 

Ver.  133- J  Mr.  Todd  cites  Thompfen's  natural  and  pathetic 
ftrokp; 
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Who  on  their  fingers  learn'd  to  tell  the  day  135 
On  which  their  father  promis'd  to  return, 

35. 
Such  are  the  proud  defigns  of  human-kind, 

And  fo  we  fuffer  Ihipwreck  every  where ! 

Alas  !  what  port  can  fuch  a  pilot  find, 

Who  in  the  night  of  fate  muft  blindly  fteer ! 

The  undiftinguifti'd  feeds  of  good  and  ill,       ui 
Heav'n,  in  his  bofom,  from  our  knowledge 
hides : 

And  draws  them  in  contempt  of  human  (kill, 
Which  oft  for  friends  miftaken  foes  provides. 

37. 
liet  Munfter's  prelate  ever  be  accurft,  145 

In  whom  we  feek  the  German  faith  in  vain  ; 

In  vain  for  him  th'  officious  wife  prepares, 
The  fire  fair-blazing  and  the  veftment  warm- 


In  vain  his  little  children,  peeping  out^ 

~  rig  ftorm  demand  the' 
With  tears  of  artlefs  innocence — alas  I 


Into  the  mingling  ftorm  demand  their  fire 


Nor  wife,  nor  children,  more  (hall  he  behold ; 
Nor  friends  nor  facred  home. 

Si  fie 
Omnia  dixiflet ! 
In  point  of  melody  Dryden  bad  in  his  eye  Lucretius. 
At  jam  non  domus  accipiet  te  laeta,  nee  uxor 
Optima,  nee  dulces  occurrent  ofcula  nati 
Praerjpere,  et  tacitd  pectus  dulcedine  tangent. 
The  latter  part  of  the  defcription  is  natural  and  his  own. 

John  Warton. 
Ver.  137.    Such  are,  #c]     From  Petronius.    Si  bene  calcu* 
lura  ponas,  ubique  fit  naufragium.     Orig.  ed, 
Ver.  141  *    The  undijlinguiflid  feeds  of  good  and  ill,] 
Prudens  futuri  temp  oris,  ex  i  turn 
Caliginoffl.  node  premit  deus. 

John  Waetow. 
Verf  145.    Let  Mun/ler's  prelate,  <J-c]    The  famous  Bernard 
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jAlas!  that  he  fhould  teach  the  Englifli  firft, 
That  fraud  and  avarice  in  the  Church  could 
reign ! 

38. 

Happy,  who  never  truft  a  ftri,  iter's  will, 
Whofe  friend  (hip's  in  his  intei  eft  underftood ! 

Since  money  giv'n  but  tempts  him  to  be  ill,  151 
When  pow'r  is  too  remote  to  make  him  good, 

39- 
Till  now,  alone  the  mighty  nations  ftrove ; 

The  reft,  at  gaze,  without  the  lifts  did  ftand : 
And  threat'ning  France,  placed  like  a  painted 
Jove,  155 

Kept  idle  thunder  in  his  lifted  hand. 

40. 
That  eunuch  guardian  of  rich  Holland's  trade, 

Who  envies  us  what  he  wants  pow'r  t'enjoy; 
Whofe  noifeful  valour  does  no  foe  invade,      159 

And  weak  afliftance  will  his  friends  deftroy. 

41* 
Offended  that  we  fought  without  his  leave, 
He  takes  this  time  his  fecret  hate  to  (hew : 

Vangbakn,  biftiop  of  Munfter,  excited  by  Charles,  marched 
twenty  thoufand  men  into  the  province  of  Overyficll,  under  the 
dominion  of  the  republic  of  Holland,  where  he  committed  great 
outrages,  ading  rather  like  a  captain  of  banditti  than  the  leader 
of  an  army.  Derrick. 

Ver.  146.  —  the  German  faith]  Tacitus  faith  of  them, 
Nullos  mortalium  fide  aut  armis  ante  Germanos  eflc.   Orig.  ed. 

f  War  declared  by  France.     Orig.  ed. 
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Which  Charles  does  with  a  mind  fo  calm  receive, 
As  one  that  neither  feeks  nor  fhuns  his  foe. 

42. 
With  France,  to  aid  the  Dutch,    the  Danes 
unite :  165 

France  as  their  tyraat,    Denmark  as  their 
flave. 
But  when  with  one  three  nations  join  to  fight, 
They  filently  confefs  that  one  more  brave. 

43. 
Lewis  had  chas'd  the  Englifh  from  his  (hofe ; 
But  Charles  the  French  as  fubje&s  does  in- 
vite :  170 
Would  heaven  for  each  fome  Solomon  reftore, 
Who,    by  their   mercy,  may  decide  their 
right ! 

44. 
Were  fubjefts  fo  but  only  by  their  choice, 

And  not  from  birth  did  forc'd  dominion  take, 

Our  prince  alone  would  have  thepublick  voice; 

And  all  his  neighbours'  realms  would  deferts 

make.  176 

Ver.  165.  With  France  to  aid]  Mad.  Charlotte  Elizabeth 
of  Bavaria,  fays  in  her  memoirs,  that  l-ouis  XIV.  afterwards 
attacked  Holland  with  fo  inwch  impetuofity  and  injuftice,  mere- 
ly from  the  jealoufy  of  M.  de  Lionne,  who  urged  him  to  this 
meafure,  againil  Prince  William  of  Furftenbcrg,  who  was  in 
love  with  this  minifter's  wife.  She  adds  in  another  place,  that 
Louis  XIV.  returned  fo  fuddenly  from  his  expedition  againft 
Holland,  folely  to  have  an  interview  with  Madame  De  Mon- 
tcfP*n'  Dr.  J.  Warton. 
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45. 
He  without  fear  a  dangerous  war  purfues, 

Which  without  rafhnefs  he  began  before  : 
As  honour  made  him  firft  the  danger  choofe, 

So  ftill  he  makes  it  good  on  virtue's  fcore.  iso 

46. 
The  doubled  charge  his  fubje&s'  love  fupplies, 

Who,  in  that  bounty,  to  themfelves  are  kind : 
So  glad  Egyptians  fee  their  Nilus  rife, 

And  in  his  plenty  their  abundance  find. 

47* 
With  equal  pow'r  he  does  two  chiefs  create,  is* 
Two  fuch  as  each    feem'd  worthieft  when 
alone ; 
Each  able  to  fuftain  a  nation's  fate, 
Since  both  had  found  a  greater  in  their  own. 

48. 
Both  great  in  courage,  conduft,  and  in  fame, 

Yet  neither  envious  of  the  other's  praife;  190 
Their  duty,  faith,  and  int'reft  too  the  fame, 

Like  mighty  partners  equally  they  raife. 

49. 
The  prince  long  time  had  courted  fortune's  love, 

But  once  poffefs'd  did  abfolutely  reign: 
Thus  with  their  Amazons  the  heroes  ftreve,  195 
And  conquer'd  firft  thofe  beauties  they  would 
gain- 

+  Prince  Rupert  and  Duke  ofrAlbemarle,  fent  to  fea.    Orig. 
cd. 
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50. 
The  duke  beheld,  like  Scipio,  with  difdain, 
That  Carthage,  which  he  ruin'd,   rife  once 
more; 
And  (hook  aloft  the  fafces  of  the  main, 

To  fright  thofe  flaves  with  what  they  felt  be- 
fore. 200 
51. 
Together  to  the  wat'ry  camp  they  hade, 

Whom   matrons  paffing  to   their    children 
fliew : 
Infants'  firft  vows  for  them  to  heav'n  are  call, 
Andfuture  people  blefs  them  as  they  go. 

52. 
With  them  no  riotous  pomp,  nor  Afian  train, 

T*  infeft  a  navy  with  their  gawdy  fears ;     206 
To  make  flow  fights,  and  viflories  but  vain : 

But  war,  feverely,  like  itfelf,  appears. 

53. 
Diffufive  of  themfelves,  where'er  they  pafs, 

They  make  that  warmth  in  others  they  expe&; 
Their  valour  works  like  bodies  on  a  glafs,       211 
'     And  does  its  image  on  their  men  projeft. 


Ver.  204.  —  future  people]  Exanwia  infantium  futuntftptc 
fopuhu.     Pliii.  Jun.  in  Pan.  ad  Traj.     Orig.  ed. 

Ver.  205.  With  them  no  riotous  pomp,]  Dry  den  follows  his 
great  mailer,  Milton,  in  making  riotous  only  two  fyllables. — 
Again,  in  ft.  59,  elephant  is  contracted  in  like  manner.  Other 
jMcamplefr  of  this  kind  occur.  Todd. 
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54* 
Our  fleet  divides,  and  ftraight  the  Dutch  ap- 
pear, 
In  number,  and  a  fam'd  commander,  bold  : 
The  narrow  feas  can  fcarce  their  navy  bear,  215 
Or  crowded  veflels  can  their  foldiers  hold. 

55. 
The  Duke,  left  numerous,  but  in  courage  more, 

On  wings  of  all  the  winds  to  combat  flies  : 
His  murdering  guns  a  loud  defiance  roar, 

And  bloody  crofies  on  his  flag-ftaffs  rife.    220 

56. 
Both  furl  theirfails,  and  ftrip  them  for  the  fight; 

Their  folded  fheets  difmifs  the  ufelefs  air : 
Th'Elean  plains  could  boaft  no  nobler  fight, 
When  ftruggling  champions  did  their  bodies 
bare. 

Born  each  by  other  in  a  diftant  line,  2S5 

The  fea-built  forts  in  dreadful  order  move : 

So  va#  the  noife,  as  if  not  fleets  did  join, 
But  lands  unfix  d,  and  floating  nationsftrove. 

Now  pafs'd,  on  either  fide  they  nimbly  task ; 
Both  ftrive  to  intercept  and  guide  the  wind : 

•  Duke  of  Albemarle's  battle,  firft  day,    Orig.  ed. 
Ver.  223.  Th'  Elean,  &c]    Where  the  Olympic  games  were 
celebrated.    Orig.  ed. 
Ver,  228.  —  lands  unfit'd,]  From  Virgil : 

« -Credas  innare  revulfes 

Cycladas,  &c,"  Orig,  ei 
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And,  in  its  eye,  more  clofely  they  comeback, 
To  finifti  all  the  deaths  they  left  behind.     232 

59. 
On  high-rais'd  decks  the  haughty  Belgians  ride, 
Beneath  whofe  (hade   our  humble   frigates 
go: 
Such  port  the  elephant  bears,  and  fo  defy'd  235 
By  the  rhinoceros  her  unequal  foe. 

60. 
And  as  the  built,  fo  different  is  the  fight ; 

Their  mounting  (hot  is  on  our  fails  defign'd : 
Deep  in  their  hulls  our  deadly  bullets  light, 

And  through  the  yielding  planks  a  paflage 

find.  340 

61. 
Our  dreaded  admiral  from  far  they  threat, 
Whofe  batter'd  rigging  their  whole  war  re- 
ceives : 
All  bare,  like  fome  old  oak  which  tempefts  beat, 
He  (lands,  and  fees  below  his  fcatter'd  leaves. 

Ver.  236.  By  the  rhinoceros,  $c]  The  enmity  between  the  ele- 
phant and  rhinoceros  is  thus  defcribed  in  Franzius's  Hiftoria  Ani- 
malium,  &c.  12mo.  Amft.  1665,  p.  93. — "  Naturale  eft  odium 
inter  Elephantum  et  Rhinocerotero,  ita  ut  invicem  certent,  et 

Jiidem  in  ipfa  pugna  rhinoceros  anice  dat  operam,  ut  alvum 
lephanti  tanquam  partem  molliorem  petat,  Jicut  etiam  tandem 
trincit  Elephantum,  contra  quern  fuo  cornu,  quod  in  nari  habet, 
audaciflirae  pugnat.  Tergum  etiam  habet  fcutulatum,  et  quad 
variis  clypeis  muni  turn,  unde  etiam  seftimari  potaft  fortitudo  hu- 
jus  beftiae.  Hasc  beUuapaulb  humiUor  eft  EUphanto,  Ji  altitude 
dinem  fpedes,  &c."  Thus  we  fee  the  propriety  of  Dryden's  fi* 
mile — her  unequal  foe,  Sec.  Todd. 

Ver.  243.  All  bare,  like  fome  old  oak  which  tempefts  beat, 
Mejtands,  and  fees  below  his  fcatter'd  leaves.] 
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62. 
Heroes  of  old,  when  wounded,  (helter  fought; 

But  he,  who  meets  all  danger  with  difdain,  &6 
Ev'n  in  their  face  his  fhip  to  anchor  brought. 

And  fteeple-high  flood  propt  upon  the  main. 

63. 
At  this  excefs  of  courage,  all  amaz'd, 

The  foremoft  of  his  foes  awhile  withdraw :  25a 
With  fuch  refpeft  in  enter'd  Rome  they  gaz'd, 

Who  on  high  chairs  the  god-like  fathers  faw, 

64. 
And  now,  as  where  PatrocW  body  lay, 

Here  Trojan  chiefs  advanced,  and  there  the 
Greek ;  354 

Ours  o'er  the  Duke  their  pious  wings  difplay, 
And  theirs  the  nobleft  fpoik  of  Britain  feek~ 

This  is  Virgil's  fimile  comprefs'd,  Lib.  4.  441* 

Ac  velut  annofo  validam  cum  roborc  quercum 
Alpini  Boreae,  nunchiuc,  nunc  flu ti bus  illinc, 
Eruere  inter  fe  certant ;  it  ftridor,  et  alte 
(Jonfternunt  terrain  cone u fib  ftipite  frondes : 

Ipfa  haferet  fcopulis • 

Johw  Wartok. 
Ver.  253.  Ours  o'er  the  Duke]  Walter  wrote  a  long  poem  01% 
the  vi&ory  obtained  over  the  Dutch  by  the  Duke  of  York,  June 
3,  1665,  in  imitation  of  a  poem  of  Franccfco  Bufenello,  ad- 
drefled  to  Pietro  Liberi,  inftru&ing  him  to  paint  the  famous  tea- 
fight  between  the  Turks  and  Venetians,  near  the  Dardanelles,  in 
the  year  l6$6.  The  Duke  of  York  urged  the  neceflity  of  this 
war,  not  only  becaufe,  as  welt  as  his  brother,  he  hated  the 
Dutch,  but  alfo  becaufe  he  wilhed  for  an  opportunity  of  fignali- 
aing  him  as  an  Admiral',  as  he  well  ttnderftood  fea-affairs.  Cla- 
rendon and  Southampton  conftantly  oppofed  this  war.  The 
Dutch  admiral's  fhip  blew  up  juft  as  he  was  clofely  engaged. 

Dr.  J,  Wartok.. 
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65. 
Meantime  his  bufy  mariners  he  haftes, 

His  (hatter'd  fails  with  rigging  to  reftore  J 
And  willing  pines  afcend  his  bfoken  mafts, 
*  Whofe  lofty  heads  rife  higher  than  before-  20<f 

66. 
Straight  to  the  Dutch  he  turns  his   dreadful 
prow, 
More  fierce  th'  important  quarrel  to  decide : 
Like  fwans,  in  long  aVray  his  veflels  fhow, 
Whofe  crefts  advancing  do  the  waves  divide. 

67: 
They  charge,  recharge,  and  all  along  the  fca 
They  drive,  and  fquander  the  huge  Belgian 
fleet.  2Gtf 

Berkley  alone,  who  neareft  danger  lay, 
Did  a  like  fate  with  loft  Creufa  meet. 

68. 
The  night  comes  on,  we  eager  to  purfue        269 
The  combat  ftill,  and  they  afham'd  to  leave : 

Ver.  267.  Berkley  alone,  &c.}  Among  other  remarkable  paf- 
fages  in  this  engagement,  the  undaunted  refolution  of  vice-ad* 
roiral  Berkley  was  particularly  admired.  He  had  many  men 
killed  on  board  him,  and  though  no  longer  able  to  make  refift- 
ance,  yet  would  obftinatelv  continue  the  fight,  refufing  quarter 
to  the  lad.  Being  at  length  mot  in  the  throat  with  a  mulket- 
ball,  he  retired  to  his  cabin,  where,  ftretching  himfelf  on  a  great 
table,  he  expired  ;  and  in  that  pofturc  did  the  enemy,  who  after- 
wards took'the  (hip,  find  the  body  covered  with  blood. 

Derrick. 

Ver.  269.  The  night  comes  on,]  The  four  next  ftanzas  are  worth 
the  reader's  particular  attention ;  and  the  contrail  betwixt  the 
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Till  tbe  laft  ftreaks  of  dying  day  withdrew, 
And  doubtful  moon-light  did  our  rage  de- 
ceive. 

69.    . 

In  th'Englifh  fleet  each  fhip  refounds  with  joy, 

And  loud  applaufe  of  their  great  leader's 

fame :  274 

In  fiery  dreams  the  Dutch  they  ftill  deftroy, 

And,  dumb' ring,  fmile  at  the  imagined  flame* 

70. 

Not  fo  the  Holland  fleet,  who,  tired  and  done, 

Stretcb'd  on  their  decks  like  weary  oxen  lie : 

Faint  fweats  all  down  their  mighty   members 

run ;  279 

Vaft  bulks  which  little  fouls  but  ill  fupply*  . 

71. 
In  dreams  they  fearful  precipices  tread  : 

Or,  fliipwreck'd,  labor  to  fome  diftant  (hore: 

feeling?  of  the  triumphant  Englifh  and  conquered  Dutch  ftrongly 
fupported.  The  dreams  in  the  71ft  ftanza  are  painted  with  true 
poetic  energy  and  much  propriety.  Dr.  J.Warton. 

Ver.  280.  Vafi  bulks  which  little  fouls  but  ill  fuppty.]  So  M\U 
ton,  in  the  fpihted  fpeech  which  he  gives  to  Samfon  as  an  an- 
fwer  to  the  cowardly  language  of  the  giant  Harapha,  Sam. 
4 go*,  ver.  1237. 

Go,  baffled  coward !  left  I  run  upon  thee, 
Though  in  thefe  chains,  bulk  without Spirit  vq/l, 
And  with  one  buffet  lay  thy  ftrudure  low,  &c. 

Todd. 
Ver.  281.  In  dreams,  $c]  Probably  alluding  to  Virgil,  &n. 
iv.465. 

"Agit  ipfe  furentem 
u  In  fomnis  ferus  -7Eneas:  femperque  relinqui 
•'  Sola  fibi,  femper  longam  incomitata  videtur 
"  Ire  viam,  &c,"  Todd, 
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Or  in  dark  churches  walk  among  the  dead ; 
They  wake  with  horror,  and  dare  deep  nd 

more. 

72*. 
The  morn  they  look  on  with  unwilling  eyes9  2S5 
Till  from  their  main-top  joyful  news   they 
hear 
Oflhips,  which  by  their  mould  bring  new  fup* 
plies, 
And  in  their  colours  Belgian  lions  bear. 

73. 
Our  watchful  general  had  difcern'd  from  far, 
This  mighty  fuccour,  which  made  glad   the 
foe :  290 

He  figh'd,  but,  like  a  father  of  the  war, 

His  face  fpake  hope,  while  deep  his  forrows 
flow. 

74. 
His  wounded  men  he  firft  fends  off  to  ftiore, 

Never,  till  now,  unwilling  to  obey  : 
They  not  their  wounds,  but  want  of  ftrength 
deplore,  295 

And  think  them  happy  who  with   him   can 
flay. 

75. 
Then  to  the  reft,  Rejoice,  faid  he,  to-day  ; 
In  you  the  fortune  of  Great  Britain  lies  : 

*  Second  day's  battle.    Orig.  ed. 
Ver.  292.  His  face,  #c]    "  Sj 
Horde  dolirtm."    Virg.     Orig.  ed. 


Ver.  292.  His  face,  #c.]    "  Spent  vultu  Jimulat,  prtmit  alto 
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Among  fo  brave  a  people,  you  are  they 

Whom  heaven  has  chofe  to  fight  for  fuch  a 

prize.  305 

76. 
If  number  Englifh  courages  could  quell, 
We  (hould  at  firft  have  fhunn'd,  not  met,   our 

foes: 
Whofe  numerous  fails  the  fearful  only  tell : 
Courage  from  hearts,  and  not  from  numbers, 
grows. 

77. 
He  (aid,  toor  needed  more  to  fay :  with  hafte 
To  their  knowh  ftations  chearfully  they  go  ; 
.And  all  at  once,  difdaining  to  be  laft,  312 

Solicit  every  gale  to  meet  the  foe. 

78. 
Nor  did  th*  encouraged  Belgians  long  delay, 
But  bold  in  others,    not  themfelves,  they 
flood :  si5 

So  thick,  our  navy  fcarce  could  fteer  their  wayt 
But  feem'd  to  wander  in  a  moving  wood. 

79. 
Our  little  $$et  wad  how  engag*d  fo  far, 
That,  like  the  fwofd-fifh  in  the  whale,  they 
fought : 

Ver.  317.  But  feem'd  to  wander  in  a  moving  vxwLJ  Pindar, 
fpeaking  of  the  many  noble  buildings  with  which  Camarina  had 
been  embellifhed  and  enriched,  ufes  a  noble  figure  r«#*» 
l**&tu»9  i^iyvot  «to(.  A  lofty  foreft  of  folid  edifices.  Pindar. 
Olymp.  Od.  5th#  John  Wawok. 

vol*  x.  t 
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The  combat  only  feem'd  a  civil  war,  j£o^ 

Till  through  their  bowels  we  our  pafiage 

wrought. 

8<X 

Never  had  valour,  no  not  ours,  before 

Done  ought  like  this  upon  the  land  or  mairr, 

Where  not  to  be  oercome  was  to  do  more 
Than  all  the  conquefts  former  kings  did  gam: 

81: 
The  mighty  ghofts  of  our  great  Harries  rofe,  32<T 

And  armed  Edwards  look'd  with  anxious  eyes*r 
To  fee  this  fleet  among  unequal  foes, 

By  whicfi  fete  promisd  them  their  Charles. 

fliould  rife. 

82. 

Meantime  the  Belgians  tack  upon  our  rear,  sso 
And  raking  cfcace-guns  through  our  fterns 
they  fend  : 

Clofe  by,  their  fire-fhips,  like  jackals,  appear,. 
Whooa  their  lions  for  the  prey  attend. 

83. 
Silent  in  fmoke  of  cannon  they  come  on  r. 

Such  vapours  once  did  fiery  Cacus  hide  :*  s$s> 
In  thefe  the  height  of  pleas'd  revenge  is  fliown,; 

Who  burn  contented  by  another's  fide.. 


V«r.  326.  The  mighty  ghqfis]  This  is  finely  imagined. 

Dr.  J,.\VARTOir»# 
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84. 
Sometimes  from  fighting  fquadrons  of  each  fleet* 
Deceiv'd   themfelves*    or  to   preferve  fome 
friend, 
Two  grapling  ^Etnas  on  the  ocean  meet*       340 
And  Englifh  fires  with  Belgian  flames  con* 
tend* 

85. 
Now,  at  each  tack,  our  little  fleet  grows  lefs ; 
And,  like  maim'd  fowl*  fwim  lagging  on  the 
main ; 
Their  greater  lofs  their  numbers  fcarce  confefs, 
While  they  lofe  cheaper   than  .  the  Englifti 

gain.  S45 

86. 
Have  you  not  feen,  when*   whiffled  from  the 
fift, 
Some  falcon  ftoops  at  what  her  eye  defign'd, 
And,  with  her  eagernefs  the  quarry  mifs'd, 
Straight  flies  at  check,  and  clips  it  down  the 

Wind? 

87* 
The  daftard  crow  that  to  the  wood  made  wing, 
And  fees  the  groves  no  (helter  can  afford,  ssi 
With  her  loud  kaws  her  craven  kind  does  bring, 
Who,  fafe  in  numbers,  cuff  the  noble  bird. 
88. 
Among  the  Dutch  thus  Albemarle  did  fare : 
He  could  not  conquer,  and  difdain'd  to  fly ; 

I  2 
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Paft  hope  of  fafety,  'twas  his  lateft  carer      55* 
Like  falling  Cat&r,  decently  to  die* 

89i 
Yet  pity  did  his  manly  fpirk  move? 

To  fee  thole  perifli  who  fo  well  had  fought ; 
And  generoufty  with  hi*  defpair  he  ft  rove,    360 
Refolv'd  to  live  tUl  he  their  fafety  wrought. 
90. 
Let  other  mufes  write  his  profperovs  fete. 

Of  conquered  nations  tellr  and  kings  reftor'd  1 
But  mine  fhall  fing  of  his  eclips'd  eftate, 
Which,  like  the  fun's,  more  wonders  doe* 
afford,  tf5 

9h 
He  drew  his  mighty  frigates  all  before, 

On  which  the  foe  his  fraitlefs  force  employs  1 
His  weak  ones  deep  into  his  rear  he  bore 
Remote  from  guns,  as  fiek  me*  from  the 

noifet 

92. 
His  fiery  cannon  did  their  paflage  guide,      37^ 
And  following  fmoke  obfcur'd  them  from  the 
foe: 
Thus  Ifrael  fafe  from  the  Egyptian's  pride, 
By  flaming  pillars,  and  by  clouds,  did  go. 

Ver.  356.  Pajl  hope  ofjbfety,  'two*  his  lateft  care, 

Like  falling  Ctrfar,  decently  to  die. 
Tunc  quoque  jam  moriens,  ne  non  procumbat  hoaefi&, 
Kefpicit;  hie  etiam  cura  cadentis  erat. 

John  Wartoh, 
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93. 
Elfewhere  the  Belgian  force  we  did  defeat, 

But  here  our  courages  did  theirs  fubdue  : 
So  Xenophon  once  led  that  fana'd  retreat,    376 

Which  firft  the  Afian  empire  overthrew* 

94. 
The  foe  approached,  and  one  for  his  bold  fin 
Was  funk;  as  he  that  touched  the.  ark  was 
flain: 
The  wild  waves  mafter'd  him  and  fuck 'd  him  in, 
And  fmiling  eddies  dimpled  on  the  main* 

95. 
This  feen,  the  reft  at  awful  diftance  flood :    382 

As  if  they  had  been  there  asfervants  fet 
Toftay5  or  to  go  on,  as  he  thought  good, 

And  not  purfue  but  wait  on  his  retreat    su 

96. 
So  Libyan  huntfmen,  on  fome  fandy  plain. 

From  fhady  coverts  rouz'd,  the  lion  chafe : 
The  kingly  beaft  roars  out  with  loud  difdain, 

And  flowly  moves,  unknowing  to  give  place. 

Ver.  386.  So  Lyhicn  huntfmen,]  This  Jkaile  is  finely  expreffed, 
And  with  new  and  charaderifttc  incidents,  rarying  from  the 
many  fimiles  of  the  kind  in  Homer  and  Virgil. 

Johit  Wartov. 

V«r.  ^89.  And  Jowly  moves,]  The  fimile  is  Virgil's  ; 
««      ■  Veftifia  retro 

Improperam  refcrt,  %c"        Orifr  ed. 
Ibid.  — < —  mhwmmg  to  gvvc  pkux*]  Horace's  Cedere  nefc'4> 
Ode  <L  Lib.  1. 1. 6.  Joan  Waatov. 
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97. 
But  if  fome  one  approach  to  dare  his  force,   39» 
He   fwings  his  tail,  and  fwiftly  turns  bim 
round ; 
With  one  paw  feizes  on  his  trembling  horfe* 
And  with  the  other  tears  him  to  the  ground. 

98, 
Amidft  thefe  toils  fucceeds  the  balmy  night ; 

Now  hiding  waters  the  quench'd  guns  reftore  j 
And  weary  waves,  withdrawing  from  the  fight, 

Lie  lull'd  and  panting  on  the  filent  (hore.  337 

99- 
The  moon  flione  clear  on  the  becalmed  flood* 

Where  while  her  beams  like  glittering  filver 

play, 

Upon  the  deck  our  careful  general  ftood^      400 

And  deeply  mus'd  on  the  fucceeding  day. 

Ver*391'  Ucfwingshis  tail^  The  metre  of  this  line,  perhaps, 
introduced  fwings  inftcad  of  the.  more  emphatic  word  Jwindgest 
applied  to  a  Hon  enraged  by  Chapman,  in  his  Ccu.  and  Por^pey^ 
l607. 

u  And  then  his  fides  hejwindges  with  hhjterne" 
And  by  Sylvefter,  Du  Bart.  p.  205,  4to.  edit. 

"  Then  often  fwindgwg  with  his  finewie  train© ,  &c/* 
Milton,  in  a  line  of  admirable  effect,  has  applied  the  word  fa 
the  old  dragon,  who, 

"  Wroth  to  fee  his  kingdom  fail, 

"  Swindges  the  fcaly  horrour  of  his  folded  tail.9 

Ode  Nativ.  ft.  IS. 
Waller  alfo  defcribes  the  "  tail's  impetuous  Jfowge"  of  th$ 
whale,  Batt.  Summ.  Jfi.  c.  iii.  To»j>. 

Yer.  396.  — •weary  •wart*,]  From  Statius  Sytv. 

"  Nee  trucibusjluviis  idem/onus :  occidit  horror 
JEquoris,  antennis  mariq  accUnata  qtriefcunt."    Ong*  *&• 

Ver.401.  — ■ fucceeding  day.]  The  3d  of  Junea   fomou^ 

for  two  former  victories.    Orig.  ed, 
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1Q0. 
That  happy  fun,  faid  he,  will  rife  again, 

Who  twice  vi6lorious  did  jout  navy  fee : 
And  I  alone  mull  view  him  rife  in  vain* 

Without  one  ray  of  all  his  ftar  for  me,       405 

101; 
Yet  like  an  Englifti  general  will  I  die, 

And  all  the  ocean  make  my  fpacious  graven 
Women  and  cowards  on  the  land  may  lie, 

The  fea's  a  tomb  that's  proper  for  the  brave. 

1X)2U 

Reftlefs  he  pafs'd  the  remnants  of  the  night,  410 
Till  the  frefli  air  proclaimed  the  morning  nigh : 

And  burning  ftiips,  the  martyrs  of  the  fight, 
With  paler  fires  beheld  the  eailern  iky. 

103*. 
'  But  now,,  his  (lores  of  ammunition  fpent. 

His  naked  valour  is  his  only  guard  ;  *is 

Bare  thunders  are  from  his  dumb  cannon  fejit. 
And  folitary  guns  are  fcarcely  heard. 

Ver.  406,  Yet  like  an  EngUJh  general  will  I  die, 

And  all  the  ocean  make  im/fpacious  grave  ; 
Women  and  cowards  on  the  'land  may  Hie, 
The  feats  <atomb<that's  proper  for  the  brave.] 
This  fpeech  contains  nearly  the  fame  words  that  the  Duke  of 
Albemarle  fpoke  in  a  council  the  evening  before  the  battle,  in 
which  he  fought  with  amazing  intrepidity,  and  all  that  deter- 
mined refignation  here  implied.  Derrick. 

Ver.  410.  the  remnants  of  the  night J    Orig.  eo\   Der- 
rick* remnant.  Tojxsu 

*  Third  day.    Orig.cdL 
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104. 
Thus  far  had  fortune  power,  here  forc'd  to  flay, 

Nor  longer  durft  with  virtue  be  at  ftrife : 
This,  as  a  ranfom,  Albemarle  did  pay  420 

For  all  the  glories  of  fo  great  a  life. 

105, 
Jor  now  brave  Rupert  from  afar  appears, 
Whofe  waving  ftreamen*  the  glad  general 
knows : 
With  full  fpread  fails  his  eager  navy  (leers, 
And  every  (hip  in  fwift  proportion  grows,  425 

106. 

The  anxious  prince  had  heard  the  cannon  long, 

And  from  that  length  of  time  dire  omens 

drew 

Of  Englifti  overmatch 'd,  and  Dutch  too  ftrong, 

Who  never  fought  three  days,  but  to  purfue. 


Ver.  418.  here/ore  d  toJlay^\  Orig.  cd.  This  is  certainly 

right ;  and  Derrick's  reading  u  wrong,   "  he  forc'd,  &c" 

Todd. 

Ver.  422.  For  now  brave  Rupert  from  afar  appears, 

Whofe  vxtcingjtreamers  the  glad  general  knows : 
With  foil  fpread  fails  his  eager  navy  Jeers, 
And  every jhip  infvrijl  proportion  grotcs*] 
This  laft  line  gives  us  a  pilhirefque  and  lively  reprefentation 
of  a  fleet  approaching  us,  and  gradually  increasing  in  fise  mid 
height. 

Milton,  of  a  diftant  fleet,  fays  finely, 

"  As  when  far  off  at  fea  a  fleet  defcr/d, 

"  Hangs  in  the  clouds, *  B.  ii.  636. 

Jop*  Wartos\ 
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107. 
Then,  as  an  eagle,  who  with  pious  care,      430 

Was  beating  widely  on  the  wing  for  prey, 
To  her  now  filent  eiry  does  repair, 

And  finds  her  callow  infants  forc'd  away  : 
108. 
Stung  with  her  love,  (he  (loops  upon  the  plain, 

The  broken  air  loud  whittling  as  (lie  flies : 
She  flops  and  liftens,  and  (hoots  forth  again,  436 
And  guides  her  pinions  by  her  young  pnes 
cries. 

Ver.  4S0.  Then,  as  an  eagle,]  Another  fimile,  worthy  of  our 
author,  as  alio  445.  Dr.  J.  Warton, 

Ibid.         Then,  as  an  eagle ,   who  with  pious  care 
Was  beating  widely  oh  the  wing  for  prey, 
To  her  now  filent  eiry  does  repair, 

And  finds  her  callow  infants  forc'd  away  : 
Stung  with  her  love,  Jhefloops  upon  the  plain, 

The  broken  air  hud  whiftling  as  fhe flies : 
She  flops  and  lifiens,  and Jhoots  forth  again, 
And  guides  her  pinions  by  her  young  ones,  crie*.] 
The  cxpreffion  to  her  now  filent  eiry  reminds  us  of  that  pa- 
thetic ftroke  in  Antipater  a  Greek  epigram  : 

*0»xTjpof  afAVxiru  xardari  way  xoXv&i. 
As  do  the  lines — 

"  She  flops,  (he  liftens,  and  ihoots  forth  again, 
"  And  guides  her  pinions  by  her  young  ones  cries." 
Of  that  defcription  in  Lucretius — 

At  mater,  virides  faltus  orbata  peragrans, 
Linquit  huroi  pedibus  veftigia  preflk  bifulcis, 
Omnia  con vi  fens  oculis  loda,  fi  queat  ufquam 
Confpicere  amiflum  foetum ;  completque  querelis 
Frondiferum  nemus,  afliftens,  et  crebra  revifit 
Ad  ftabulum,  defiderio  perfixa  juvenci. 
Then  follows  a  thought  inexprcfiiply  tender,  yet  never  no* 
ticed  when  this  paflage  is  cited  ; 

Nee  vitulorum  alias  fpecies  per  pabula  laeta 

Derivare  queunt  animum  curaquc  levare : 

V fque  adeo  quiddam  proprium  notumque  requirit. 

Jonx  Waitoh. 
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109. 
With  fuch  kind  paffion   haftes  the  prince  to 
fight, 
And  fpreads  his  flying  canvafs  to  the  found  ; 
Him,  whom  no  danger,  were  he  there,    could 
fright,  440 

Now,  abfent,  every  little  noife  can  wound. 

110. 
As  in  a  drought  the  thirfty  creatures  cry, 

And  gape  upon  the  gather'd  clouds  for  rain : 
And  firft  the  martlet  meets  it  in  the  fky, 

And  with  wet  wings  joys   all  the  feather'd 
train*  445 

HI. 
With  fuch  glad  hearts  did  our  defpair ing  men, 
Salute  the  appearance  of  the  prince's  fleet ; 
And  each  ambitioufly  would  claim  the  ken, 
That  with  firft  eyes  did  diftant  fafety  meet. 

112- 
The  Dutch,  who  came  like  greedy  hinds  be- 
fore, 450 
To  reap  the  harveft  their  ripe  ears  did  yield ; 


Ver.  440.  Him,  whom  no  danger,  were  he  there,  could  fright, 
Now,  abfent,  every  little  noife  can  wound.] 
Etme  quern  dudum  non  ulla  injeda  move  bant 
Tela,  neque  adverfo  glomerati  ex  agmine  Graii 
Nunc  omnes  terrcnt  aurae  ;  fonus  excitat  omnis 
Sufpenfum,  et  pariter  comitique  onerique  timentera* 

John  Warto** 
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Now  look  like   thofe,    when  rolling  thunders 
jroar, 
And  (beets  of  lightning  blaft   the  Handing 

field. 

113. 
Pull  in  the  prince's  paflage,  hills  of  fand 

And  dangerous  flats  in  fecret  ambufh  lay,  455 
Where  the  falfe  tides  (kirn  o'er  the  covered  land, 
And  fcamen  with  difiembled  depths  betray. 

114. 
The  wily  Dutch,  who,  like  fall'n  angels,  fear'd 
This  new  Meffiah's  coming,  there  did  wait, 
And    round    the   verge  their  braving   vefiels 
fteer'd,  *6q 

To  tempt  his  courage  with  fo  fair  a  bait 

115. 
But  he,  unmov'd,  contemns  their  idle  threat, 

Secure  of  fame  whene'er  he  pleafe  to  fight : 
His  cold  experience  tempers  all  his  heat, 

And    inbred    worth    does   boafting    valour 

(light.  455 

116. 
Heroick  virtue  did  his  aftions  guide, 
And  he   the  fubftance  not  th'  appearance 
chofe ; 

Ver.  450.    -^ —  new  Mefidh's]    Surely  very  profane. 

Dr.  J.  Wartok. 

Ver.  465. worth  does  boq/Hng  valour  JigM.]    Original 

edition.    Derrick  putt  "  dofh:>  Topd. 
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To  refcue  one  fuch  friend  he  took  more  pride, 
Than  to  deftroy  whole  thoufands  of  fuch  foes. 

117. 
But   when    approach'd,     in    ftri&    embraces 
bound,  4ro 

Rupert  and  Albemarle  together  grow ; 
He  joys  to  have  his  friend  in  fafety  found, 
Which  he  to  none  but  to  that  friend  would 
owe. 

118. 

The  chearful  foldiers,  with  new  (lores  fupply'd, 

Now  long  to  execute  their  fpleenful  will ;  475 

And,  in  revenge  for  thofe  three  days  they  try'd, 

Wifh  one,  like  Jofhua's,  when  the  fan  ftood 

ftill. 

119*. 
Thus  reinforced,  againft  the  adverfe  fleet, 
Still  doubling  ours,  brave  Rupert  leads  the 
way: 
With  the  firft  blufties  of  the  morn  they  meet,  480 
And  bring  night  back  upon  the  new-born 
day* 

ISO. 
His  prefence  foon  blows  up  the  kindling  fight, 
And  his  loud  guns  fpeak  thick  like  angry 
men: 

*  Fourth  day's  battle.    Original  edition. 
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Itfeem'd  as  (laughter  had  been  breathed  all 
night, 
And  death  new  pointed  his  dull  dartagen,  485 

121. 
The  Dutch  too  well  his  mighty  conduft  knew. 
And  matchlefc  courage,  Circe   the  former 
fight: 
Whofe  navy  like  a  ftiff-ftrctch'd  cord  did  (hew, 
Till  he  bore  in  and  bent  them  into  flight. 

122. 
The  wind  he  (bares,    while    half  their  fleet 
offends  490 

His  open  fide,  and  high  above  him  (hows : 
Upon  the  reft  at  pleafure  he  defcends, 
And  doubly  harm'd   be  double  harms  be- 
llows. 

123. 
Behind,  the  general  mends  bis  weary  pace, 

And  fullenly  to  his  revenge  be  fails :         495 
So  glides  fome  trodden  ferpent  oh  the  grafs, 
And  long  behind  his  wounded  volume  trails, 

V«v  496.    So  glides  &c]    From  Virgil : 

"  Qmrm  medn  nexus  extremaqve  agmina  cauda 
Sohuntur,  tardofque  trahitjmms  ultimut  orbes." 

Original  edition. 
Ibid.    So  glides  fome  trodden  ferpent  on  the  grafs, 
And  long  behind  his  wounded  volume  trails.] 
In  the  fifth  book  of  the  <Aneid,  line  273,   the  application  i» 
precifely  the  fame : 

Qualit  faepe  vis  deprenfus  in  aggere  ferpent, 
2£rea  quen  obliquum  rota  truufiit;  ant  gravis  i£u 
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'       124. 
The  increafing  found  is  born  to  either  ftiore* 
And  for  their  Tlakes  the  throwing  nations 
fear: 
Their  paflions  double  with  the  cannons  roar,  sbo 
And  with  warm  wilhes  each   man  combats 
there. 

125. 
Ply'd  thick  and  clofe  as  when  the  fight  begun, 

Their  huge  unwieldy  navy  waftes  away ; 
So  (icken  waining  moons  too  near  the  fun, 
And  blunt  their  crefcents  on  the  edge  of 

day.  505 

126- 

And  now  reduc'd  on  equal  terms  to  fight. 
Their  (hips  like  wailed  patrimonies  (how; 

Where  the  thin  fcattering  trees  admit  the  light, 
And  fhun  each  other's  fhadows  as  they  grotto 

Serainecem  liquit  faxo  lacertimque  viator ; 
Necquicquam  longos  fugiens  dat  corpore  tortus 
Parte  ferox,  ardenfque  oculis  ;  et  fibila  coila 
Arduus  attollens ;  pars  vulnera  clauda  retentat 
Ncxantem  nodis  feque  in  fua  membra  plicantem: 
Tali  remigio  navis  fe  tarda  movebat. 

John  Wabtow. 

Ver.  500.     Their  paflions  double]  *  The  original  edition  in- 
corre&ly  has  pqffion.  ToiW9 

Ver.  506.    « on  equal  terms]     The  prcfidcnt  Henault 

has  obferved,  from  Madame  de  Sevigne,  that  fince  the  battle  of 
A&ium,  no  fea-fight  has  ever  been  decifivc1,  or  produced  any 
important  confequences.    Is  this  an  obfervation  well  founded  ? 

Dr.  J.  Wartoh. 
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IS?. 
The  warlike  prince  had  fevend  from  the  reft  510 

Two  giant  (hips,  the  pride  of  all  the  main ; 
Which  with  his  one  fo  vigoroufly  heprefs'd, 

And  ffew  fo  home  they  could  not  rife  again. 

12&. 
Already  batter'd,  by  his  lee  they  layr 

In  vain  upon  the  pafiing  winds  they  call :  515 
The  palling  winds  through  their  torn  canvafe 

play'. 
And  flagging  foils  on  heartless  failors  falL 

129. 
Their  opened  fides  receive  a  gloomy  light, 
Dreadful  as  day  let  in  to  ftiades  below ; 
Without,  grim  death  rides  barefocd  in  their 
fight,  520 

And  urges  entering  billows  as  they  flow. 

ISO. 
When  one  dire  fiiot,  the  laft  they  could  fupply, 
Clofe  by  the  board  the  prince's  main-mail 
bore: 

Vcr.  Sfl  8.    Their  open'djida  recei  v'd  a  gloomy  light, 
Dreadful  as  day  let  into  Jhades  below  .*J 
,   ■  trepidantque  immiflb  lumine  Manes. 

An  aUofion  to  Virgil.  John  Waiwok* 

Vcr.  519.    at  day  let  in  to  ^fhadei]    Original  edition* 

Tbu  again  is  right,  and  Derrick's  "  let  wfo"  fbeuld,  I  think,  be 
difcar&d.  Todd. 
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All  three  now  h^lplefs  by  each  other  lie* 

And  this  offends  not,    and  thofe  fear  tid 

more.  529 

131. 

So  have  I  feen  fome  fearful  hare  maintain 
A  courfe,  till  tired  before  the  dog  (he  lay ; 

Who,  ftretch'd  behind  her,  pants  upon  the  plain, 
Paft  power  to  kill,  as  (he  to  get  away. 

132. 

With  his    loll'd   tongue  he  faintly  licks  hi* 

prey ;  550 

His  warm  breath  blows  her  flix  up  as  (he lies; 

She,  trembling,  creeps  upon  the  ground  away, 

And  looks  back  to  him  with  befeeching  eyes. 

133. 
The  prince  unjuftly  does  his  ftars  accufe, 
Which  hinder'd    him  to  pu(h   his   fortune 
on ;  535 

For  what  they  to  his  courage  did  refufe, 
By  mortal  valour  never  muft  be  done. 

134* 
This  lucky  hour  thfc  wife  Batavian  takes, 

And  warns  Lis  tatter'd  fleet  to  follow  home : 
Proud  to  have  fo  got  off  with  equal  flakes,   s*o 

Where  'twad  a  triumph  not  to  be  o  ercome. 

Ver.  541.   — —  6  triumph  not  to  be  o'er  come]   From  Horace! 
>iini      f  '    "  quoi  opimus 
Fallere  et  efugere  tft  triumphus." 

Original  editioa. 
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135. 
The  general's  force,  as  kept  alive  by  fights 

Now,  not  oppos'd,  no  longer  can  purfue : 
Lafting  'till  heaven  had  done  his  courage  right; 
When  he   had  conquered  he  his   weaknefs 
knew.  545 

136. 

He  cafts  a  frown  on  the  departing  foe, 

And  fighs  to  fee  him  quit  the  watery  field : 

His  Hern  fix'd  eyes  no  fatisfa&ion  (how, 
For  all  the  glories  which  the  fight  did  yield. 

137* 
Though,  as  when  fiends  did  miracles  avow,   550 
He  ftands  confefs'd    ev'n  by    the  boaftful 
Dutch : 
He  only  does  his  conqueft  difavow, 
And  thinks  too  little  what  they  found  too 
much. 

138. 

Returned,  he  with  the  fleet  refolv'd  to  ftay ; 
No  tender  thoughts  of  home  his.  heart  di- 
vide ;  555 
Domeftick  joys  and  cares  he  puts  away ; 
For  realms  are  houQiolds  which  the  great 
muft  guide. 

139. 
As  thofe  who  unripe  veins  in  mines  explore, 
On  the  rich  bed  again  the  warm  turf  lay, 

VOL.  I.  K 
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Till  time  digefts  the  yet  imperfe&  ore,  560 

And  know  it  will  be  gold  another  day  : 

140. 
So  looks  our  monarch  on  this  early  fight,  . 
TV  eflay  and  rudiments  of  great  fuccefs : 
Which  all-maturing  time  muft  bring  to  light, 
While  he,  like  heaven,  does  each  day's  la- 
bour blefs.  555 
141. 
Heav'n  ended  not  the  firft  or  fecond  day, 

Yet  each  was  perfeft  to  the  work  defign'ch 
God  and  kings  work,   when  they  their  work 
furvey, 
A  paflive  aptnefs  in  all  fubje&s  find. 

142.* 
In  burden'd  veflels  firft,  with  fpeedy  care,      570 

His  plenteous  ftores  do  feafon'd  timber  fend: 
Thither  the  brawny  carpenters  repair, 

And  as  the  furgeons  of  maim'd  (hips  attend. 

143. 
With  cord  and  can vafs  from  rich  Hamburgh  fent, 
His  navies  molted  wings  he  imps  once  more ; 

.    Ver.  563.]    The  expreflion  is  Virgil's  : 

Primitise  juvenis  mi  ferae,  belli  que  propinqui 
Dura  rudiments.  John  Wartok* 

*  His  Majefty  repairs  the  fleet.     Original  edition. 

Ver.  575.  — —  wings  he  imps]  See  Mr.  Warton's  note 
on  Milton's  15th  Sonnet,  c*  to  imp  their  ferpentawug* ;"  where 
he  observes  that  the  expreflion  occurs  in  poets  much  later  than 

Digitized  by  VjOOQlC 


ANNUS  MffiABILIS-  131 

Tall  Norway  fir,  their  mafts  in  battle  fpent,   576 

And  Englifh  oak,  fprung  leaks  and  planks, 

reftore. 

144. 

All  bands  employed  the  royal  work  grows  warm : 
Like  labouring  bees  on  a  long  fummer's  day, 

Some  found  the  trumpet  for  the  reft  to  fwarm,  580 
And  fome  on  bells  of  tailed  lillies  play. 

145. 
With  glewy  wax  fome  new  foundation  lay 
Of  virgin  combs,  which  from  the  roof  are 
hung: 
Some  arm'd  within  doors  upon  duty  day, 
Or  tend  the  fick,  or  educate  the  youtog.    585 

146. 
So  here  fome  pick  out  bullets  from  the  fides, 
Some  drive  old  okum  through  each  feam  and 
rift: 
Their  left  hand  does  the  calking-iron  guide, 
The  rattling  mallet  with  the  right  they  lift. 

Milton.  The  lateft,  whom  I  have  hi  the  1  to  found  ufing  this  old 
poetical  expreffion,  is  Shadwell,  by  whom  it  is  employed  towards 
the  end  of  his  IfabeUa.  Todd. 

Ver.  578.    All  hands]    This  is  a  very  elegant  ftanta. 

Dr.  J.  Wartok. 

Ibid.    the  royal  xoork  growt  warm :]     Fervet  opus  : 

the  fame  fimilitude  iu  Virgil.    Original  edition. 

Ver.  582.  — —  fome  new  foundation  lay]  Original  edition. 
Derrick,  foundations.  Todd. 

k2 
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147. 
With  boiling  pitch  another  near  at  hand,     590 
From  friendly  Sweden  brought,  the  feams 
inftops : 
Which  well  paid  o  er,  the  fait  fea  waves  with- 
(land, 
And  (hakes  them  from  the  riling  beak  in  drops. 

148. 

Some  the  gali'd  ropes  with  dawby  marling  bind, 

Or  fear-cloth  mafts  with  ftrong  tarpawling 

coats :  595 

To  try  new  fhrouds  one  mounts  into  the  wind, 

And  one,  below,  their  eafe  or  ftiffnefs  notes. 

149. 
Our  careful  monarch  (lands  in  perfon  by, 

His  new-caft  cannons'  firmnefs  to  explore  : 
The   ftrength   of  big-corn'd  powder  loves  to 
try,  600 

And  ball  and  cartrage  forts  for  every  bore. 

150. 
Each  day  brings  frelh  fupplies  of  arms  and 
men, 
And  (hips  which  all  laft  winter  were  abroad; 

Ver.  594.      ■  with  dawby  marling]    Original  edition. 

Derrick,  marline.  Todd. 

Ver.  601.    — —  ball  and  cartrage]     Original  edition.     Der- 
rick, cartrigc.  Todd. 
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And  fuch  as  fitted  fince  the  fight  had  been. 
Or  new   from  (locks   were  falTn   into  the 
road.  605 

151. 
The  goodly  London  *  in  her  gallant  trim, 

(The  phoenix  daughter  of  the  vanifti'd  old,) 
Like  a  rich  bride  does  to  the  ocean  fwim, 
And  on  her  ftiadow  rides  in  floating  gold. 

152. 
Her  flag  aloft  fpread  ruffling  to  the  wind,      6io 
And  fanguine  ft  reamers  feera  the  flood  to  fire: 
The  weaver  charm'd  with  what  his  loom  de- 
fign'd, 
Goes  on  to  fea,  and  knows  not  to  retire. 

15S. 
With  roomy  decks,  her  guns  of  mighty  ftrength, 
Wbofe  low-Hid  mouths  each  mounting  billow 
laves  j  #  6i$ 

*  Loyal  London  defcribed.    Original  edition, 

Ver.  606.    The  goodly  London  in  her  gallant  trim,]     Gray 
bas  evidently  copied  this  paflkge  in  The  Bard,  ver.  73. 

"  In  gallant  trim  the  gilded  veflel  goes,"  Todd, 

Ver  607  J     perricfc's  reading  and  pointing  of  the  fecond  line 
of  this  ftanza  are  abfurd.     He  gives, 

The  Phoenix,  daughter  of  the  vanifti'd  old, 
Which  might  incline  fome  readers  to  imagine  another  fhip 
here  intended,  efpecially  as  there  is  a  comma  after  Phoenix,  and 
no  parenthefis  as  in  the  original  edition.     Read  and  point  thu.st 
for  the  whole  belongs  to  the  London  : 

The  goodly  London  in  her  gallant  trim, 

(The  phoenix  daughter  of  the  vaniih'd  old,) 

Like  a  rich  bride,  &c.  &c.  Todd. 
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Deep  in  her  draught,  and  warlike  in  her  length, 
She  feems  a  fea-wafp  flying  on  the  waves. 

154. 
This  martial  prefent,  pioufly  defign'd, 

The  loyal  city  give  their  beft-lov'd  king : 
And,  with  a  bounty  ample  as  the  wind,        620 

Built,  fitted,  and  maintain'd,  to  aid  him  bring. 

155. 
Hy  viewing  nature,  nature's  handmaid,  art 
Makes  mighty  things  from  fmall  beginnings 
grow : 
Thus  fifties  firft  to  (hipping  did  impart, 

Their  tail  the  rudder,  and  their  head  the 

prow.  625 

156. 

Some  log  perhaps  upon  the  waters  fwam, 
An  ufelefs  drift,  which  rudely  cut  within, 

And,  hollow'd,  firft  a  floating  trough  became, 
And  crofs  fome  rivulet  paflage  did  begin. 

157. 
In  (hipping  fuch  as  this,  the  Irifti  kern,         6so 
And   untaught  Indian,   on  the  dream  did 
glide : 

Ver  630.     the  Irifh   kern,]      Derrick  fays,   that 

kern  fignifies  a  clown  or  peafant,  and  that  in  Spenfer  it  is  ufed 
for  a  foot-foldier.  He  fhould  have  added,  that  Spenfer,  in  his 
View  of  the  State  of  Ireland,  has  given  a  very  minute  description 
of  the  kern,  "  whom  only,"  he  fays,  "  I  lake  to  be  the  proper 
Info  fouldier,"  dec.  Todd. 
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Ere  fharp-keel'd  boats  to  ftem  the  flood  did 
learn, 
Or  fin-like  oars  did  fpread  from  either  fide; 

158. 
Add  but  a  fail,  and  Saturn  fo  appeared, 

When  from  loft  empire  he  to  exile  went,    6ss 
And  with  the  golden  age  to  Tyber  fteer'd, 

Where  coin  and  firft  commerce  he  did  invent. 

159. 
Rude  as  their  {hips  was  navigation  then  ; 

.No  ufeful  compafs  or  meridian  known ; 
£oafting,they  kept  the  land  within  their  ken,  6*40 

And  knew  no  North  but  when  the  Pole-ftar 

(hone. 

160. 

Of  all  who  fince  have  us'd  the  ppen  fea, 

Than  the  bold  Englifti  none  more  fame  have 

won: 

Beyond  the  year,  and  out  of  heaven's  high  way, 

They  make  difcoveries  where  they  fee  no 

fun,  645 

Ver.  637.    coin  and  firft  commerce,  kc]    Edit.  1667. 

1  prefer  this  to  Derrick's  unautborifed  commerce  firft,  which  I 
fuppofe  he  adopted  for  the  fake  of  the  more  muiical  accent  on 
the  firft  fyllable  of  commerce ;  forgetting,  however,  that"  quick 
commerce"  occurs  in  ftanza  l63,  where  he  could  not  change  the 
pofition  of  the  word.  Todd. 

Ver.  6*44.     Beyond  the  year,  and  out  of  heaven's  high  tcoy,] 
Extra  anni,  foiifque  Yias.     Virg. 

Original  edition. 
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161. 
But  what  fo  long  in  vain,  and  yet  unknown,  ^ 

By  poor  mankind's  benighted  wit  is  fought, 
Shall  in  this  age  to  Britain  firft  be  (hown, 

And  henqe  be  to  admiring  nations  taught 

162. 
The  ebbs  of  tides  and  their  myfterious  flow,  6so 

We,  as  arts'  elements,  fhall  underdand, 
And  as  by  line  upon  the  ocean  go, 

Whofe  paths  fhall  be  familiar  as  the  land* 

163. 
Inftru&ed  fhips  (hall  fail  to  quick  commerce  *, 
By  which  remoteft  legions  are  ally'd ;        65S 
Which  makes  one  city  of  the  univerfe ; 

Where  fome  may  gain,  and  all  may  be  fup* 
plyU 

164. 
Then  we  upon  our  globe's  laft  verge  fhall  go, 

And  view  the  ocean  leaning  on  the  fky : 
From  thence  our  rolling  neighbours  we  fhall 
know,  66o 

And  on  the  lunar  world  fecurely  pry. 

Ver.  653.  Whofe  paths  fhall  be  familiar  as  the  land.]  "  His 
digrcfiion  to  the  original  and  progrefs  of  navigation,  with  his 
profpe^  of  the  advancement  which  it  (hall  receive  from  the 
Royal  Society,  then  newly  inftituted,  may  be  confidered  as  an 
example  feldom  equalled  of  feafonable  excurfion  and  artful  re- 
turn/'— Johnfon's  Life  of  Dryden.  John  Wjuiton. 

•  By  a  more  exad  knowledge  of  longitudes.     Orig.  edition. 
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165. 
This  I  foretel  from  your  aufpicious  care  *, 

Who  great  in  fearch  of  God  and  nature  grow; 
Who  beft  your  wife  Creator's  praife  declare,    . 

Since    beft    to  praife  his  works  is  beft  to 

know.  665 

1 66. 
O  truly  royal !  who  behold  the  law 

And  rule  of  beings  in  your  Maker's  mind : 
And  thence,  like  limbecks,  rich  ideas  draw, 
To  fit  the  levell'd  ufe  of  human-kind. 

167. 
Bat  firft  the  toils  of  war  we  muft  endure,     670 
And  from  the  injurious  Dutch  redeem  the 
feas. 
War  makes  the  valiant  of  bis  right  fecure, 
And  gives  up  fraud  to  be  chaftis'd  with  eafe* 
168. 
Already  were  the  Belgians  on  our  coaft,       675 
Whofe  fleet  more  mighty  every  day  became 
By  late  fuccefs,  which  they  did  falfely  boaft, 
And  now  by  firft  appearing  feem'd  to  claim. 

169. 
Defigning,  fubtil,  diligent,  and  clofe, 

They  knew  to  manage   war  with  wife  de- 
lay :  680 

*  Apoftrophe  to  the  Royal  Society.     Original  edition. 

Ver.  663.     *  ■  ■■       great  in  /earch]    Alludes^to  the  Royaj. 
Society.  Dr/J.  Warton. 
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Yet  all  thofe  arts  their  vanity  did  crofs, 

And  by  their  pride  their  prudence  did  betray. 
170. 

Nor  ftaid  the  EngHfh  long ;  but,  well  fupply'd, 
Appear  as  numerous  as  th'  infulting  foe  : 

The  combat  now  by  courage  mud  be  try'd,  685 
And  the  fuccefs  the  braver  nation  (how, 

171. 
There  was  the  Plymouth  fquadron  now  come  in, 
Which  in  the  Straights  laft  winter  was  abroad ; 
Which  twice  on  Bifcay's  working  bay  had  been, 
And  on  the  midland  fea  the  French  had 
aw'd.  *»    69Q 

172. 
Old  expert  Allen,  loyal  all  along, 

Fam'd  for  his  a&ion  on  the  Smyrna  fleet : 
And  Holmes,  whofe  name  fhall  live  in  epick 
fong, 
While  mafic k  numbers,  or  while  verfe  has 

feet. 

173. 
Holmes,  the  Achates  of  the  general's  fight;    695 
Who  firft  bewitch'd  our  eyes  with  Guinea 
gold  : 

Ver.  691.  Old  expert  Allen,  &c]  Sir  Thomas  Allen  was 
admiral  of  the  white.  Derrick. 

Ver.  695.  Holmes,  the  Achates  of  the,  &c]  Sir  Robert 
Holmes  was  rear-admiral  of  the  white,  called  the  Achates  from 
his  eagernefs  to  fupport  the  general.  Achates  was  the  faithful 
companion  of  &neas.  For  an  illuftration  of  the  two  laft  lines  of 
this  ftanza,  fee  our  notes  to  the  Satire  on  the  Dutch . 

Derrick, 

Digitized  by  VjOOQlC 


ANNUS  MIRABILIS.  139 

As  once  old  Cato  in  the  Roman  fight 
The  tempting  fruits  of  Africk  did  unfold. 

174. 
With  him  went  Sprag,  as  bountiful  as  brave, 
Whom  his  high  courage  to  command  had 
brought :  700 

Harman,  who  did  the  twice-fir'd  Harry  fbve, 
And  in  his  burning  (hip  undaunted  fought. 

Ver.  699.  With  him  went  Sprag,  &c]  Sir  Edward  Sprag 
(erved  under  Sir  Jeremiah  Smith/who  carried  the  blue  flag:  he 
was  drowned  palling  from  one  (hip  to  another,  in  a  fight  with 
Van  Tromp,  on  the  eleventh  of  Auguft,  16*72,  bearing  the  cha- 
racter of  a  gallant  officer,  and  an  accomplished  gentleman. 

Derrick. 

Ver.  700.  '  his  high  courage]    The  courage  haut  of 

Spenfcr  and  our  elder  poets,  which  Dry  den  no  doubt  bad  in 
mind.  Todd. 

Ver.  701.  Harman,  tcho  did  the  twice-Jir'd,  &c]  Thefe  two 
lines  cannot  be  more  properly  explained,  than  by  the  following 
extrad  from  the  London  Gazette  of  the  fourth  of  June,  \666. 

"  A 1  borough,  June  2.  This  day  is  come  in  hither  the  Henry, 
"  Captain  Harman,  commander,  who  parted  from  the  fleet, 
"  much  difablcd,  at  nine  o'clock  laft  night,  having  had  the  luck, 
"  it  teems,  to  have  a  great  part  of  the  Dutch  fleet  upon  her  fingly, 
**  which  me  fupported  bravely,  and  forced  her  way  quite  through 
"  them,  though  not  without  much  damage,  which  the  enemy 
"  finding,  endeavoured  to  clap  a  fire  (hip  upon  her,  but  me 
"  nimbly  (truck  him  off:  after  which  comes  up  one  of  their 
"  admirals,  and  fattened  a  fecond  firefhip,  with  which  ftie  grap- 
"  pled  long,  but  at  laA  took  fire  in  one  of  her  quarters,  which 
"  yet  (he  happily  quenched.  After  this  a  third  tireJhip  was  laid 
"  on  her,  which,  difablcd  as  (he  was,  (he  fo  mauled  with  her 
"  cliace-pieces,  that  (he  cut  fhort  her  main-yard,  and  fo  efcaped 
u  him.  She  had  fcveral  of  her  men  killed  and  wounded ; 
"  amongft  thefe  latter  is  the  captain  himfelf,  but  it  is  hoped 
"  without  danger.  The  fleet  is  in  very  good  condition,  not  ono 
44  of  our  vefl^h  paving  b«en  taken/'  Derrick, 
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175. 
Young  Hollis  on  a  mufe  by  Mars  begot, 

Born,Caefar-like,  to  write  and  aft  great  deeds: 
Impatient  to  revenge  his  fatal  (hot,  705 

His  right  hand  doubly  to  his  left  fucceeds. 

176. 
Thoufands  were  there  in  darker  fame  that  dwell, 
Whofe  deeds  fome  nobler  poem  (hall  adorn : 
And,  though  to  me  unknown,  they  fure  fought 
well, 
Whom  Rupert  led,  and  who  were  Britifh 
born.  710 

177. 
Of  every  fize  an  hundred  fighting  fail : 
So  vaft  the  navy  now  at  anchor  rides, 
That  underneath  it  the  prefs'd  waters  fail, 
And  with  its  weight  it  (houlders  off  the  tides, 

178. 
Now,  anchors   weigh'd,  the  feamen  (bout   fo 
(hrill,  715 

That  heaven,  and  earth,  and  the  wide  ocean 
rings : 

Vcr.  703.]  Captain  Hollis,  of  the  Antelope  fliip  of  war,  loft 
a  hand  in  this  memorable  fight :  to  his  writings  I  confefs  myfelf 
a  ilranger.  I  believe  it  is  the  fame  perfon  who  commanded  the 
Cambridge  under  the  name  of  Sir  Fretchvillc  Hollis,  in  l6?2, 
when  he  was  killed  in  another  fea-fight  with  the  Dutch. 

Derrick. 

Ver.  707.     Thoufands  were  there  in  darker  fame  that  dwell,] 
"  Multi  praeterea  quos  fam*  obfeura  recondit." 

JopN  YYartqv, 
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A  breeze  from  weftward  waits  their  fails  to  fill, 
And  refts  in  thofe  high  beds  his  downy  wings: 

179. 
The  wary  Dutch  this  gathering  ftorm  forefaw, 
And  durft  not  bide  it  on  the  Englifh  coaft:  720 
Behind  their  treacherous  (hallows  they  with- 
draw, 
Anjl  there  lay  fnares  to  catch  the  Britifh  hoft. 

180. 
So  the  falfe  fpider,  when  her  nets  are  fpread, 

Deep  ambufh'd  in  her  filent  den  does  lie : 
And  feels  far  off  the  trembling  of  her  thread, 

Whofe  filmy  cord  fhould  bind  the  ftruggling 

fly.  72G 

181. 

Then  if  at  laft  (he  find  him  fa  ft  befet, 
She  ifliies  forth,  and  runs  along  her  loom : 

She  joys  to  touch  the  captive  in  her  net, 
And   drag   the   little   wretch    in    triumph 

home.  730 

182. 
The  Belgians  hop'd,  that,  with  diforder'd  hafte, 
Our  deep-cut  keels  upon  the  fands  might  run : 
Or,  if  with  caution  leifurely  were  paft, 
Their  numerous  grofs  might  charge  us  one 
by  one. 

Ver.  753.    So  the  falfe]     Elegantly  exprefled,  but  hardly 
equal  to  Pope's  Spider.  Dr.  J.  Warton* 
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183. 
But  with  a  fore-wind  pulhing  them  above,   735 
And  fwelling  tide  that  heav'd  them  from 
below, 
O'er  the  blind  flats  our  warlike  fquadrons  move, 
And  with  fpread  fails  to  welcome  battle  go. 

184. 
It  feem'd  as  there  the  Britifti  Neptune  flood, 

With  all  his  hofts  of  waters  at  command,  740 
Beneath  them  to  fubmit  th* officious  flood ; 

And  with  his  trident  fhov'd  them  off  the  fand. 

185. 
To  the  pale  foes  they  fuddenly  draw  near, 

And  fummon  them  to  unexpe&ed  fight : 
They  ftart  like  murderers  when  ghofts  appear, 

And    draw  their  curtains  in  the  dead  of 

night.  74$ 

186. 
Now  van  to  van  the  foremoft  fquadrons  meet  *, 

The  midmoit  battles  hafting  up  behind: 
Who  view  far  off  the  ftorm  of  falling  fleet, 
And    hear    their    thunder   rattling   in  the 
wind.  750 


Ver.  742.    with  his  trident  Jhov'd  them  off tlte  fand.] 

Levat  ipfc  tridenti,  et  vaftas  aperit  fyrtes,  &c.     Virg. 

Original  edition* 

*  Second  battle.    Original  edition. 

Ver.  748.    hafting  up  behind:]      Original  edition. 

Derrick  has,  htfning*  Todd, 
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187. 
At  length  the  adverfe  admirals  appear; 
The  two  bold  champions  of  each  country's 
right : 
Their  eyes  defcribe  the  lifts  as  they  come  near, 
And  draw  the  lines  of  death  before  they  fight. 

188. 
The  diftance  judg'd  for  (hot  of  every  fize,     755 
The  linftocks  touch,  the  ponderous  ball  ex- 
pires : 
The  vigorous  feaman  every  port-hole  plies, 
And  adds  his  heart  to  every  gun  he  fires ! 

189. 
Fierce  was  the  fight  on  the  proud  Belgians  fide, 
For  honour,  which  they  feldom  fought  be- 
fore :  760 
But  now  they  by  their  own  vain  boafts  were 
t/d, 
And  forc'd,  at  leaft  in  (how  to  prize  it  more. 

190. 
But  {harp  remembrance  on  the  Englifh  part, 

And  fhame  of  being  match'd  by  fuch  a  foe, 
Rouze  confcious  virtue  up  in  every  heart,      76s 

And  feeming  to  be  ftronger  makes  them  fo. 

Ver.  J66*    And  feeming  to  be  ftronger  makes  themfo.] 
Poflunt,  quia  pofie  videntur.    Virg. 

Original  edition. 
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191. 
Nor  long  the  Belgians  could  that  fleet  fuftain, 
Which  did  two  generals'  fates,  and  Caefar's 
bear: 
Each  feveral  (hip  a  vi&ory  did  gain, 

As  Rupert  or  as  Albemarle  were  there.      770 

192. 
Their  batter'd  admiral  too  foon  withdrew, 

Unthank'd  by  ours  for  his  unfinifh'd  fight : 
But  he  the  minds  of  his  Dutch  mafters  knew, 

Who  caird  that  providence  which  we  calTd 

flight. 

193. 
Never  did  men  more  joyfully  obey,  775 

Or  fooner  underftood  the  fign  to  fly : 
With  fuch  alacrity  they  bore  away, 

As  if  to  praife  them  all  the  States  flood  by. 

194. 
O  famous  leader  of  the  Belgian  fleet, 

Thy   monument  infcrib'd   fuch  praife  fhall 
wear,  780 

As  Varro  timely  flying  once  did  meet, 
Becaufe  he  did  not  of  his  Rome  defpair. 

195. 
Behold  that  navy,  which  a  while  before 
Provok'd  the  tardy  Englifti  to  the  fight ; 

Ver.784.  Englifti  to  the  fight;]    Orig.  ed.     This  I 

think  mull  be  the  poet's  own  reading;  and  Derrick's  "  cloft   to 
fight,"  I  fuppofe  an  errour :  clojh  occurs  in  the  next  line, 

Todd, 

Digitized  by  VjOOQlC 


ANNUS  MIRABIIJS.  145 

Now  draw  their  beaten  veflels  clofe  to  fliore,  7*5 
As  larks  lie  dar'dto  fhun  the  hobbies  flight, 

196- 
Whoe'er  would  Englifh  monuments  furvey, 

In  other  records  may  our  courage  know  : 
But  let  them  hide  the  ftory  of  this  day, 

Whofe  fame  was  blemifh'd  by  too  bale  a  foe. 

197. 
Or  if  too  bufily  they  will  enquire  791 

Into  a  vi6lory,  which  we  difdain ; 
Then  let  them  know,  the  Belgians  did  retire 

Before  the  patron  faint  of  injur'd  Spain. 

198. 
Repenting  England  this  revengeful  day        795 
To  Philip's  manes  did  an  offering  bring : 

Ver.  794*  *  ■  ■  patroti  faint]  St.  James,  on  whofe  day  this 
vi&ory  was  gained.     Orig.  ed. 

Ibid. the  Belgians  did  retire 

Before  the  patron  faint  of' injur'd  Spain. 

This  victory  was  completed  on  the  twenty-fifth  day  of  Jaly,  a 
day  facred  to  St.  James  the  Great,  patron  of  Spain,  which  na- 
tion our  author  calls  injured,  inafmuch  as  the  Hollanders  had 
rebelled  againflKing  Philip  II.  being  aided  by  Queen  Elizabeth  : 
and  the  next  ftauza  refers  to  this  t  ran  faction,  for  which  the  poet 
fuppofes  us  now  to  have  atoned.  The  monarchy  mentioned  in 
the  199th  ftanza  is  Spain,  with  which  Queen  Elizabeth  had  been 
long  at  variance,  when,  in  our  author's  opinion,  we  overlooked 
the  growing  power  of  France  and  Holland,  which  merited  much 
more  our  attention.  Derrick. 

Ver.  795.  Repenting  England]  Repent  ?  What  of  one  of  the 
inofl  glorious  and  meritorious  actions  that  Queen  Elizabeth  was 
ever  engaged  in,  aflifting  the  oppreflcd  Hollanders  again  ft  the 
execrable  tyranny  of  Philip  II.  I  could  wifli  to  forget  that  our 
poet  ever  wrote  lines  of  fuch  an  abject  fpirit,  and  fo  unworthy 
of  a  true  Englifliman.  Dr.  J.  Warton. 

Ver,  796*  —-Philip's  manes]  Philip  the  fecond,  of  Spain, 

VOL    X.  L 
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England,  which  firft,  by  leading  them  aftray, 
Hatched  up  rebellion  to  deftroy  her  king. 

199. 
Our  fathers  bent  their  baneful  induftry, 

To  check  a  monarchy  that  (lowly  grew ;     soo 

But  did  not  France  or  Holland's  fate  forefee, 

Whofe  riling  power  to  fwift  dominion  flew. 

200. 
In  fortune's  empire  blindly  thus  we  go, 

And  wander  after  pathlefs  deftiny ;  804 

Whofe  dark  reforts  fince  prudence  cannot  know* 

In  vain  it  would  provide  for  what  fhall  be. 

201. 
But  whatever  Englifli  to  the  blefs'd  fhall  go, 

And  the  fourth  Harry  or  firft  Orange  meet ; 
Find  him  difowning  of  a  Bourbon  foe, 

And  him  detefting  a  Batavian  fleet.  sio 

202. 
Now  on  their  ceafts  our  conquering  navy  rides, 

Waylays  their  merchants,  and  their  land  be- 
fets; 
Each  day  new  wealth  without  their  care  pro- 
vides; 
They  lie  afleep  with  prizes  in  their  nets. 

203. 
So,  clofe  behind  fome  promontory  lie  815 

The  huge  leviathans  to  attend  their  prey ; 

againft  whom  the  Hollanders  rebelling,   were  aided  by  QueeD 
Elizabeth.    Orig.  ed. 

Ver.   $15.  So,   clqfe  Mind]    This  poem  is  overloaded  witk 
Smiles.  Dr.  J.  Wakton. 
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And  give  no  chace,  but  fwallow  in  the  frie, 
Which  through  their  gaping  jaws  miftake  the 
way* 

204*. 
Kor  was  this  all ;  in  ports  and  toads  remote, 

Deftruftive  fires  among  whole  fleets  we  fend ; 
Triumphant  flames  upon  the  water  flote,         821 
And  out-bound  {hips  at  home  their  voyage 
end. 

205. 

Thofe  various  fquadrons,  varioufly  defign'd, 
Each  veffel  freighted  with  a  feveral  load, 

Each  fquadron  waiting  for  a  feveral  wind,      825 
All  find  but  one,  to  burn  them  in  the  road. 

206. 
Some  bound  for  Guiney,  golden  fand  to  find, 

Bore  all  the  gawds  the  fimple  natives  wear  : 
Some,  for  the  pride  of  Turkilh  courts  defign'd, 

For  folded  turbans  fined  Holland  bear.    830 

Ibid.     Purpureas,  late  qui  fplendeat  unus  et  alter 

Affoitur  pannus.  John  Wartoic. 

•Burning  of  the  fleet  in  the  Vlys  by  Sir  Robert  Holmes.— 
Orig.  ed. 

Ver.  828. thegaxods]  Toy*,  baubles.    So  in  Shakefpeare's 

Mid.  N.  Dream,  A.  i.  S.  i. 

"  And  ftolen  the  impreffion  of  her  fantafy 
"  With  bracelets  of  thy  hair,  rings,  gawds,  conceits,  &c." 
Where  fee  Mr.  Steerens's  note.  Todd. 

Ver.  830. folded  turbans]  Orig.  ed.  Derrick  reads,  fur* 

hakts.  Todd. 

12 


Digitized  by  VjOOQlC 


148  ANNUS  MIRABILIS. 

207. 
Some  Englilh  wool,  vex'd  in  a  Belgian  loom, 

And  into  cloth  of  fpungy  foftnefs  made, 
Did  into  France  or  colder  Denmark  doom, 

To  ruin  with  worfe  ware  our  ftaple  trade. 

208. 
Our  greedy  feamen  rummage  every  hold,      sss 

Smile  on  the  booty  of  each  wealthier  cheft ; 
And,  as  the  priefts  who  with  their  gods  make 
bold, 
Take  what  they  like,  and  facrifice  the  reft. 

209*. 
But  ah  !  how  infincere  are  all  our  joys  ! 
Which,    fent  from  heaven,    like   lightning 
make  no  (lay :  840 

Their  palling  tafte  the  journey's  length  deftroys, 
Or  grief,  fent  poft,  overtakes  them  on   the 
way, 

#  Tranfitum  to  the  fire  of  London.     Orig.  ed. 

Ver.  839.  But  ah  /  how  infincere]  Here  he  enters  on  the  other 
part, of  his  fubjed,  the  dreadful  fire  in  London.  Though  the 
conflagration  of  a  great  city,  with  all  its  concomitant  circum- 
ftances  of  diftrefs,  is  one  of  the  moft  ftriking  objecb  imaginable 
for  a  great  poet  to  defcribe,  (witnefs  the  fecond,  perhaps,  moft 
beautiful  book  of  the  jEneid),  yet  how  lamentably  has  Drydcn 
failed  in  raifing  any  intereft  or  emotion  in  the  minds  of  the  reader. 
And  being  unwilling  to  pafs  a  cenfure,  as  I  have  thought  myfelf 
obliged  to  do  frequently,  I  (hall  adopt  the  words  of  a  celebrated 
critic,  who  fays  the  "  poet  watches  the  flame  coolly  from  ftreet 
to  ftreet,  with  now  a  reflection  and  now  a  fimile,  till  at  laft  he 
meets  the  king,  for  whom  he  makes  a  fpeech  rather  tedious  in  a 
time  fo  bufy  ;  and  then  follows  again  the  progrefs  of  the  fire/' 

Dr.  J.  Wartoh. 
Ver.  842.  Or  grief,  fent  poft,  #c]  It  is  the  fame  fentiment  in 
Milton's  Samfon  Agoniftes,  ver.  1538. 
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210. 
SwelFd  with  our  late  fuccefles  on  the  foe, 
Which  France  and  Holland  wanted  power  to 
crofs, 
We  urge  an  unfeen  fate  to  lay  us  low,  &4S 

And  feed  their  envious  eyes  with  Englifh  lofs. 

211. 
Each  element  his  dread  command  obeys, 

Who  makes  or  ruins  with  a  fmile  or  frown  ; 
Who,  as  by  one  he  did  our  nation  raife, 

So  now  he  with  another  pulls  us  dewn.      S50 

212. 
Yet  London,  emprefs  of  the  northern  clime, 
By  an  high  fate  thou  greatly  didft  expire ; 
Great  as  the  world's,    which,  at  the   death  of 
time 
Mud  fall,  and  rife  a  nobler  frame  by  fire  1 

213. 
As  when  fome  dire  ufurper  heaven  provides,  855 

To  fcourge  his  country  with  a  lawlefs  fway ; 
His  birth  perhaps  fome  petty  village  hides, 

And  fets  his  cradle  out  of  fortune's  way. 

M  For  evil  news  rides  poft,  while  good  news  bates." 
Milton's  however  is  the  clofer  imitation  of  Statiua,    as  I  have 
elfewhere  obferved : 

"  Spargitur  in  tnrraas  folito  pernicior  index 
"  Cam  lugenda  refert."  Todd. 

Ver.  853.  Great  as  the  world's,  which,  at  the  death  of  time 
Mufi  fall,  and  rife  a  nobler  frame  byjire  /] 
"  Quum  mare,  quum  tellus,  correptaqueregiacali, 
4rdeat,  8fC."    Ovid,     Orig.  ed. 
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214. 
Till  fully  ripe  his  fwelling  fate  breaks  out, 

And  hurries  him  to  mighty  mifchiefs  on :  860 
His  prince  furpriz'd  at  firft  no  ill  could  doubt, 

And  wants  the  pow'r  to  meet  it  when  'tis 

known. 

215. 
Such  was  the  rife  of  this  prodigious  fire, 

Which,  in  mean    buildings   firft   obfcurely 
bred,  864 

From  thence  did  foon  to  open'ftreets  afpire, 
And  ftraight  to  palaces  and  temples  fpread. 

216. 
The  diligence  of  trades  and  noifeful  gain, 

And  luxury  more  late,  afleep  were  laid: 
All  was  the  night's  ;  and  in  her  Glen t  reign 

No  found  the  reft  of  nature  did  invade.      870 

217. 
In  this  deep  quiet,  from  what  fource  unknown, 

Thofe  feeds  of  fire  their  fatal  birth  difclofe ; 
And  firft  few  fcattering  fparks  about  were  blown, 

Big  with  the  flames  that  to  our  ruin  rofe, 

Ver.  871.  from  what  fource  unknown,]    The  fire  might 

naturally  have  been  accounted  for,  from  the  narrownefs  of  the 
ftrccts,  from  houfes  built  entirely  of  timber,  and  a  flrong  eafl 
wind  that  blew  at  the  time.  #But  it  was  afcribed  by  the  rage  of 
the  people,  either  to  the  Republicans  or  the  Catholics,  efpecially 
the  latter.  An  infcription  on  the  monument,  proscribed  we 
know  by  Pope,  was  intended  to  perpetuate  this  groundless  fuf* 
picion.  This  infcription  was  erafed  by  James  II.  but  reftored  at 
the  Revolution?  and  dill  remains*  Dr.  J.  Warton. 
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218. 
Then  in  fome  clofe-pent  room  it  crept  along,  &7* 

And,  fmouldering  as  it  went,  in  filence  fed  ; 
Till  th' infant  monfter,  with  devouring-  ftrong, 

Walk'd  boldly  upright  with  exalted  head. 

319. 
Now  like  fome  rich  or  mighty  murderer, 
Too  great  for  prifon,  which  he  breaks  with 
gold ;  8*o 

Who  frefher  for  new  mifchiefs  does  appear, 
And  dares  the  world  to  tax  him  with  the  old  : 

220. 
So  Ycapes  th'  infulting  fire  his  narrow  jail, 

And  makes  fmall  outlets  into  open  air : 
There  the  fierce  winds  his  tender  force  aflail,  885 

And  beat  him  downward  to  his  firft  repair. 

221. 
The  winds,  like  crafty  courtezans,  with-held 
IJis  flames  from  burning,  but  to  blow  them 
more : 
Apd  every  freih  attempt  he  is  repelPd 

With  faint  denials  weaker  than  before.      890 

Ver.  887.  Tie  win/is,]  In  this  ftanza,and  in  the  four  following, 

our  poet  may  be  juftly  faid,  "-to  tread  upon  the  brink  of  mean. 

ingt  where  light  and  Sarknefs  begin  to  mingle  ;  to  approach  the 

'precipice  of  abfurdity,  and  hover  over  the  abyfs  of  unideal  va~ 

coney.9'  Dr.  J.  Warton. 

Ibid.  -^— like  crafty  <$-c]    Hotc  arte  traBabat  cvpidum  vi* 

rum,  ut  UUus  animum  inopia  accenderet.     Orig.  ed. 

Ibid.  ■ — like  crafty  courtezans^  A  vulgar  and  impro- 
per allufion  !  Dr.  J.  Warton. 
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222. 
And  now,  no  longer  letted  of  his  prey, 

He  leaps  up  at  it  with  enrag'd  defire : 
O  erlooks  the  neighbours  with  a  wide  furvey, 

And  nods  at  every  houfe  his  threatning  fire, 

223. 
The  ghofts  of  traitors  from  the  bridge  defcend, 

With  bold  fanatick  fpe&res  to  rejoice :       896 
About  the  fire  into  a  dance  they  bend, 

And   fing  their  fabbath  notes  with   feeble 
voice. 

224. 
Our  guardian  angel  faw  them  where  they  fate 

Above  the  palace  of  ourflurabering  king :  900 
He  figh'd,  abandoning  his  charge  to  fate, 
And,  drooping,  oft   look'd   back  upon  the 
wing. 

225. 

At  length   the   crackling   noife  and  dreadful 

blaze 

Called  up  fome  waking  lover  to  the  fight ; 

And  long  it  was  ere  he  the  reft  could  raife,      99s 

Whofe  heavy  eyelids  yet  were  full  of  night* 

Ver.  897-  About  thejire  into  a  dance  they  bend,]  How  inferior 
is  this  paiTage  to  Milton's  animated  defcription  of  the  wild  cere- 
monies of  Moloch,  which  Dryden,  however,  feems  to  have  here 
had  in  mind  : 

"  In  vain  with  cymbals'  ring 

"  They  call  the  grifly  king, 

"  In  difmal  dance  about  the  furnace  blue  !u 

Ode  Nativ.  ft.  23. 
Todd. 
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226. 
The  next  to  danger,  hot  purfu'd  by  fate, 
Half-cloth'd,  half-naked,  haftily  retire : 
And   frighted  mothers  ftrike  their  breafts  too 
late, 
For  helplefs  infants  left  amidft  the  fire.      910 

nr. 

Their  cries  foon  waken  all  the  dwellers  near ; 

Now  murmuring  noifes  rife  in  every  ftreet; 
The  more  remote  run  (tumbling  with  their  fear, 

And  in  the  dark  men  juftle  as  they  meet. 

228. 
So  weary  bees  in  little  cells  repofe  ;  915 

But  if  night-robbers  lift  the  well-ftor!d  hive, 
An  humming  through  their  waxen  city  grows, 

And  out  upon  each  other's  wings  they  drive. 

229. 
Now  ftreets  grow  throng'd  and  bufy  as  by  day  : 

Some  run  for  buckets  to  the  haliow'd  quire : 
Some  cut  the  pipes,  and  fome  the  engines  play ; 
And  fome  more  bold  mount  ladders  to  the 
fire.  922 


Ver.  909.  And  frighted  mothers]  The  orig,  edit  has  mother, 
incerre&ly.  Todd. 

Ver.  914.  And  in  the  dark  %c]     If  I  miftake  not,  Lee  has 
Somewhere  written  a  fimiiar  line — 

"  And  gods  meet  gods,  and  juftle  in  the  dark/' 
Both  are  equally  fplendid !  To»d« 
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230. 
In  vain  :  for  from  the  Eaft  a  Belgian  wind 
His  hoftile  breath   through  the  dry  rafters 
fent; 
The  flames  impelled  foon  left  their  foes  behind, 
And  forward  with  a  wanton  fury  went       926 

SSL 
A  key  of  fire  ran  all  along  the  (hore, 

And  lighten'd  all  the  river  with  a  blaze : 
The  waken'd  tides  began  again  to  roar,  929 

And  wondering  fi(h  in  (hining  waters  gaze. 

232. 
Old  father  Thames  rais'd  up  his  reverend  head. 

But  fear'd  the  fate  of  Simois  would  return : 
Deep  in  his  ooze  he  fought  his  fedgy  bed, 

4nd  fhrunk  his  waters  back  into  his  urn. 

233. 

The  fire,  mean  time,  walks  in  a  broader  grofe ; 

To  either  hand  his  wings  he  opens  wide :  936 

He  wades  the  ftreets,  and  ftraight  he  reaches 

crofs, 

And  plays  his  longing  flames  on  th'  other  fide. 


Vcr.  928.  And  lighten'd  all  the  river  with  a  blaze :] 

"  Sigcta  ignifreta  latarelucent."  Virg.  Orig.  ed. 
Ver.  931.  Old  father  Thames  rais'd  up  his  reverend  head, 

But  feared  the  fate  of  Simois  would  return ;]  An 
evident  allufion  to  the  21ft  book  of  Homer,  where  Vulcan  dries 
up  the  allied  dreams  of  Simois  and  Scamander. 

Johjt  Warto*. 
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834. 
At  firft  they  warm,  then  fcorcb,  and  then  they 
take; 
Now  with  long  necks  from  fide  to  fide  they 
"feed :  940 

At  length,  grown  ftrong,  their  mother-fire  for- 
fake, 
And  a  new  colony  of  flames  fucceed. 

235. 
To  every  nobler  portion  of  the  town 

The  curling  billows  roll  their  reftlefs  tide : 
In  parties  now  they  ftraggle  up  and  down,  945 

As  armies,  unoppos'd,  for  prey  divide. 

236. 
One  mighty  fquadron  with  a  fide-wind  fped, 
Through  narrow  lanes  his  cumber'd  fire  does 
hafte, 
By  powerful  charms  of  gold  and  filver  led, 
The   Lombard  bankers  and  the  Change  tq^ 
wafte.  950 

237. 
Another  backward  to  the  Tower  would  go, 

And  (lowly  eats  his  way  againft  the  wind  : 
But  the  main  body  of  the  marching  foe 
Againft  th'  imperial  palace  is  defigu'd. 

238.- 
Now  day  appears,  and  with  the  day  the  king, 
•        Whofe  early  care  had  robb'd  him  of  his  reft : 
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Far  off  the  cracks  of  falling  houfes  ring, 

And  flirieks  of  fubje&s  pierce  his   tender 
bread. 

239. 
Near  as  he  draws,  thick  harbingers  of  fmoke 

With  gloomy  pillars  cover  all  the  place ;     960 
Whofe  little  intervals  of  night  are  broke 

By  fparks,  that  drive  againft  his  facred  face. 

240. 
More  than  his  guards  his  Torrows  made  him 
known, 
And  pious  tears  which  down  his  cheeks  did 
I  fliow'r : 
The  wretched  in  his  grief  forgot  their  own ;  965 
So  much  the  pity  of  a  king  has  pow'r. 

241. 
He  wept  the  flames  of  what  he  lov'd  fo  well, 

And  what  fo  well  had  merited  his  love : 
For  never  prince  in  grace  did  more  excel, 

Or  royal  city  more  in  duty  drove.  970 

242. 
Nor  with  an  idle  care  did  he  behold : 

Subje6ls  may  grieve,  but  monarchs  mudre- 
drefs ; 
He  chears  the  fearful  and  commends  the  bold, 
And  makes  defpairers  hope  for  good  fuc* 
cefs.  ,  ' 
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243. 
Himfelf  dire&s  what  firft  is  to  be  done,         97$ 
And  orders  all  the  fuccours  which  they  bring: 
The  helpful  and  the  good  about  him  run, 
And  form  an  army  worthy  fuch  a  king- 

Ver.  975."]  Immediately  after  the  fire  of  London,  there  was 
publifhed,  on  an  half  fheet,  "  a  true  and  exaft  Relation  of  the 
mod  dreadful  and  remarkable  Fires,  which  have  happened  fiuce 
the  reign  of  King  William  the  Conqueror  to  this  prcfent  year, 
1666,  in  the  cities  of  London  and  Weftminfter,  and  other  parts 
of  England." 

The  following  is  the  account  of  the  fire  in  1666  : — "  On  Sun- 
day, the  fecond  of  September,  this  prefent  year,  1666,  about 
one  a  clock  in  the  morning,  there  happened  a  fad  and  deplorable 
fire  in  Pudding-lane,  near  New  Fijh-fireet ;  which,  falling  out  in 
a  part  of  the  city  fo  clofe  built  with  wooden  houfes,  propagated 
itfelf  fo  far  before  day  with  fuch  violence,  that  it  bred  fuch  dif- 
tra&ion  and  aftonifhment  in  the  inhabitants  and  neighbours,  that 
care  was  taken  not  to  flop  the  further  diffufion  of  it  by  pulling 
down  houfes,  as  ought  to  have  been  ;  fo  that  this  grievous  fire 
ina  fhort  time  became  too  big  to  be  mattered  by  any  engine, 
or  working  neai  it;  and  being  fomented  by  the  hand  of  God  in 
a  violent  eaflerly  wind,  which  kept  it  burning  in  fuch  a  raging 
manner  all  Sunday  and  Sunday  night,  fp reading  it  felf  by  Monday 
morning  up  Qracechurch-ftreet  to  Lombard-fireet,  and  to  St.  Sa»- 
thm'i  church  in  Canon-fireet,  and  downwards  from  Canon-fired 
to  the  water-fide  as  far  as  the  Three  Cranes  in  the  Vintry,  and 
eaflward  beyond  Billinfgate.  The  great nefs  and  vaftnefs  of  the 
fire  was  fuch,  that  made  the  amazed  and  diftra&ed  people  take 
care  onely  to  preferve  their  own  goods,  and  fecure  every  man 
his  particular  concerns,  making  but  flender  attempts  to  extin- 
guish the  flame.  In  fine,  it  continued  all  Monday  and  Tuefday 
with  fuch  impetuofity,  that  it  had,  at  ten  of  the  clock  on  Tuef- 
day night,  weft  ward,  con  fumed  houfes  and  churches  all  the  way 
to  St.  Dunflan's  churchy  in  Fleet-fireet ;  at  which  time,  by  the 
favour  of  God,  the  wind  flackened  ;  and  that  night,  by  the  vigi- 
lancy,  indufiry,  and  indefatigable  pains  of  his  Majefty  and  his  Royal 
Highnefs,  calling  upon  all  people,  and  encouraging  them  by  their 
pcrjbnai  qjfifiances,  a  flop  was  put  to  the  fire  in  Fleet-fireet,  the 
Inner  Temple,  and  Fetter-lane,  at  Holborn-bridge,  Pie-Corner, 
Alderfgate,  Crvpplegate,  near  the  lower  eml  ot  Coleman-fireet,  at 
the  end  of  Bajinghall-fireet9  by  the  Pqjlern,  at  the  upper  end  of 
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244. 
He  fees  the  dire  contagion  fpread  fo  faft, 

That,  where  it  feizes,  all  relief  is  vain:         gzo 
And  therefore  muft  unwillingly  lay  wafte 
That  country,  which  would  elfe  the  foe  main- 
tain. 

245. 
The  powder  blows  up  all  before  the  fire: 

ThJ  amazed  flames  (land  gathered  on  a  heap; 
And  from  the  precipice's  brink  retire,  985 

Afraid  to  \enture  on  fo  large  a  leap* 

246. 
Thus  fighting  fires  a  while  themfelves  confume, 
But  (Iraight  like  Turks,  forc'd  on  to  win  or 
die, 

Bijhvpf gate-fir eet,  and  Leadenhallfireet,  at  the  ftandard  in  Corn* 
hill,  at  the  church  in  Fenchurch-fireet,  near  CloathworkerVball 
in  Mincing-lane,  at  the  middle  of  Mark-lane,  and  at  the  Tamer" 
dock.  But  on  Wednefday  night  it  fuddenly  brake  out  afrefti  in 
the  Inner  Temple,  which  happened  (as  it  is  fuppofed)  by  flakes  of 
fire  falling  info  the  gutters  of  the  buildings.  His  Royal  High- 
ners  in  perfon  fortunately  watching  there  that  night,  by  his  care, 
diligence,  great  labour,  and  feafonable  commands  for  the  blow- 
ing up  with  gunpowder  fume  of  the  faid  buildings,  it  was  moft 
happily  before  day  extinguifhed,  after  it  had  laid  level  with  the 
ground  Tanfield-court,  Par/on' s~*:ouri,  and  the  buildings  in  the 
church-yard,  and  done  fome  little  damage  to  the  church  and 
ball."  Todd. 

Ver.  988.  Butfiraight  like  Turks  fore'd  on,  ore]  The  Turks 
are  not  only  predeftinarians,  but  they  alfo  believe  that  every 
man,  who  dies  fighting  a  gain  ft  unbelievers,  for  fo  they  call  all 
who  differ  from  them  in  religion,  goes  dire&ly  to  Paradife. 
Thefe  tenets  often  encourage  thofe  to  fight  who  have  no  great 
ftomachs  to  it ;  and,  in  this  fenfe,  they  may  be  faid  to  be  forced 
on.  Derrick, 
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They  firft  lay  tender  bridges  of  their  fume, 
And  o'er  the  breach  in   un&uous  vapours 
fly.  990 

247. 
Part  days  for  pafiage,  'till  a  guft  of  wind 
*  Ships  o'er  their  forces  in  a  ftiining  fheet : 
Part  creeping  under  ground  their  journey  blind, 
And  climbing  from  below  their  fellows  meet. 

248. 
Thus  to  fome  defart  plain,  or  old  wood-fide,  99s 
Dire  night-hags  come  from  far  to  dance  their 
round; 
And  o'er  broad  rivers  on  their  fiends  they  ride, 
Or  fweep  in  clouds  above  the  blafted  ground. 

249. 
No  help  avails :  for,  hydra-like,  the  fire 

Lifts    up    his    hundred    heads    to  aim  his 
way :  1000 

And  fcarce  the  wealthy  can  one  half  retire, 
Before  he  nifties  in  to  ftiare  the  prey. 

0      •  250. 

The  rich  grow  fuppliant,  and  the  poor  grow 
proud : 

Thofe  offer  mighty  gain,  and  thefe  afk  more: 
So  void  of  pity  is  th'  ignoble  crowd,  1005 

When  others  ruin  may  increafe  their  ftore. 

Vcr.  991.    Part  ftays  for  pqfage,]    Original  edition.    Der- 
rick has,  Jtay.  Todd. 
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251. 
As  thofe,  who  live  by  ftiores,  with  joy  behold. 
Some  wealthy  veffel  fplit  or  (Iranded  nigh ; 
And  from  the  rocks  leap  down  for  (hipwreck'd 
gold, 
And  feek  the  tempeft  which  the  others  fly : 

252. 

So  thefe  but  wait  the  owners  laft  defpair,    ion 

And  what's  permitted  to  the  flames  invade  j 

Ev'n  from  their  jaws  they  hungry  morfels  tear, 

And  on  their  backs  the  fpoils  of  Vulcan, 

lade. 

The  days  were  all  in  this  loft  labour  ipent ;   1015 
And  when    the  weary  king  gave  place  to 
night, 

His  beams  he  to  his  royal  brother  lent, 
And  fo  (hone  ftill  in  his  refle&ive  light. 


Ver.  1007.  As  thofe,  who  live  byjhores,  &c]  The  gallant  Si!> 
Cloudefley  Shovel  was  barbarouily  murdered  on  the  coail  of 
Cornwall,  as  he  fwam  on  more,  by  a  woman,  who  was  incked 
to  the  barbarous  ad  by  the  fight  of  a  ring  which  he  wore  on  his 
finger.  This  is  related  on  the  authority  of  the  late  Lord  Peter- 
borough, who  told  it  to  Sir  John  Mordaunt,  who  related  it  to 
the  late  Dr.  Shipley,  bifliop  of  St.  Afaph.        John  Warton. 

Ver.  1010.  And  feek  the  tempeft]  Thus  the  original  edition. 
Derrick  has  tempejl*.  Tod»# 

Ver.  101 6.    And  when  the  weary  king  gave  place  to-night,] 

— ferae  memiait  decedere  no&i.  Virg. 

John  Warton, 
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254. 
Night  came,  but  without  darknefs  or  repofe, 

A  difmal  pidure  of  the  general  doom ;  1020 
Where  fouls  diftra&ed  when  the  trumpet  blows, 

And  half  unready  with  their  bodies  come. 

255. 

Thole  ttrho  have  homes,  when  home  they  do 

repair, 

To  a  lad  lodging  call  their  wandering  friends: 

Their  Abort  uneafy  fleeps  a  re  broke  with  care,  1025 

To  look  how  near  their  own  deftru&ion  tends. 

256. 
Thofe  who  have  none,  fit  round  where  once  it 
was, 
And  with  full  eyes  each  wonted  room  re- 
quire : 
Haunting  the  yet  warm  afties  of  the  place, 
As  murder'd  men  walk  where  they  did  ex- 
pire. 1030 
257* 
Some  ftir  up  coals  and  watch  the  veftal  fire, 
Others  in  vain  from  tight  of  ruin  run ; 

Van  1028.    And  with  full  eyes  each  wonted  room  require  : 
Ham  ting  the  yet  warm  q/hes  of  the  place,] 

A  pathetic  ftroke,  which  reminds  us  of  the  lively  reprefenta- 
tion  of  Livy :— "  At  pne  metu  obliti  quid  relinquerent,  quid 
fecum  ferrent,  deficiente  confilio,  rogitantefque  alii  alios,  nunc 
inliminibus  ftarent,  nunc  errabundi  domos  fuas,  ultiraum  illas 
yifuri  pervagarentur."  John  Wartok. 

tol»  1.  M 
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And,  while  through  burning  labyrinths  they 
retire* 
With  loathing  eyes  repeat  what  they  would 

fhun. 

258. 

The  moil  in  fields  like  herded  beafts  lie  down, 

To  dews  obnoxious  on  the  grafly  floor ;    1036 
And  while  their  babes  in  fleep  their  forrows 
drown, 
Sad  parents  watch  the  remnants  of  their 
ftore.    v- 

^        259. 
While  by  the  motion  of  the  flames  they  guefs 
What  ftreets  are  burning  now,  and  what  are 
near,  1040 

An  infant  waking  to  the  paps  would  prefs, 
And  meets,  inftead  of  milk,  a  falling  tear. 

s  Ver.  1041.  An  infant  waking  to  the  paps  would  prefs. 
And  meets,  injtead  of  milk,  a  falling  tear.] 
A  tender  and  pathetic  ftroke,  which  might  have  been  derived 
from  Pliny's  description  of  the  famous  pi&ure  of  Ariftides  the 
Theban : — "  Hujus  pidhira  eft,  oppido  capto  ad  matris  morienti* 
e  vulnere  mammam  adrepens  inmas:  intelligiturmie  fentire 
mater,  6c  timerc,  ne  emortuo  lade  fanguinem  lambaU  — -Pliny. 

JOHH  Wa&TQV, 

Ver.  1042.]    Cold  on  Canadian  hills,  or  Mindens  plainr 

Perhaps  that  parent  moum'd  her  foldier  (lain; 
Bent  o'er  her  babe,  her  eye  difiblvM  in  dew, 
The  bis  drops  mingling  with  the  milk  he  drew, 
Gave  the  fad  prefage  of  his* future  years, 
The  child  of  Mifery  baptized  in  tears  1 
Apology  for  Yagrauts.    Anon.    Knox\  edit.  vol.  i.  p.  5£& 

John  Waktok. 
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260. 
No  thought  dan  eafe  them  but  their  fovereign's 
care, 
Whofe  praife   th'affli&ed  as  their  comfort 

fing: 
E'en  thofe*  whom  want  might  drive  to  juft  de- 

fpair,  1045 

Think  life  a  bleffing  under  fuch  a  king. 

261* 
Meantime  he  fadly  fuffers  in  thqjir  grief, 

Out-weeps  an  hermit,  and  out-prays  a  faint : 
All  the  night  long  he  ftudies  their  relief. 

How  they  may  be  fupply'd,  and  he  may 
want.  1050 

262. 
u  O  God,"faid  he,  "  thou  Patron  of  my  days*, 
Guide  of  my  youth  in  exile  and  diftrefs ! 

Vcr.  104$.    Out-weeps  an  hermit,  and  out-prays  a  faint : 
Ail  the  long  night  hefiudits  their  relief, 
How  theymaybejuppiied,  and  he  may  want.] 
This  reminds  us  of  Cowper : 

When,  Ifaac  like,  the  folitary  faint. 

Walks  forth  to  meditate  at  even  tide, 

And  think  on  hex,  who  thinks  not  for  herfelf. 

John  Wartov. 

*  King's  prayer.    Original  edition. 

Ver.  1051.  "  O  God/9  /aid  he,]  One  of  the  fined  ftansas, 
and  onwards  to  verfe  1086*,  worthy  our  author. 

Dr.  J.  Wartoit. 

Ibid.  "  O  God,"  /aid  he,  f<  thou  Patron  of  my  day*,] 
This,  which  Dr.  Jobnfon  calls  "  a  fpeecb  rather  tedious  in  a 
time  fo  bufy,"  I  would  rather,  with  due  deference  to  fo  great  a 
man,  call  a  fokmn  prayer.    It  may  be  no  «unpleafing  talk  to  my 

« 
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Who  me  unfriended  brought'ft  by  wond'rous 
ways, 
The  kingdom  of  my  fathers  to  poflefs : 

263. 
"  Be  thou  my  Judge,  with  what  unwearied 
care  1055 

I  (ince  have  laboured  for  my  people's  good ; 
To  bind  the  bruifes  of  a  Civil  War, 

And  ftop  the  iflues  of  their  wafting  blood. 

264. 
"  Thou,  who  haft  taught  me  to  forgive  the  ill, 
And  recompenfe,  as  friends,  the  good  mis- 
led: *  1060 
If  mercy  be  a  precept  of  thy  will, 
.    Return  that  mercy  on  thy  fervant's  head. 


reader  to  compare  with  thefe  admirable  lines  the  prayer  of 
Henry  the  Fourth  of  France,  cited  by  Mr.  Addifon  in  the  Guar- 
dian, vol.  i.  p.  79*  "  O  Lord  of  Hofts,  who  canfl  fee  through 
the  thickeflvcii  and  cfofefl  difguife,  who  viewed  the  bottom  of 
my  heart,  and  the  deeped  defigns  of  my  enemies,  who  had  in  thy 
hands,  as  well  as  before  thine  eyes,  all  the  events  which  concern 
human  life;  if  thou  knoweft  that  my  reign  will  promote  thy 
glory,  and  the  fafety  of  thy  people ;  if  thou  knowed  that  I  have 
no  other  ambition  in  my  foul,  but  to  advance  the  honour  of  thy 
holy  name,  and  the  good  of  this  date,  favour,  O  great  God,  the 
judice  of  my  arms,  and  reduce  all  the  rebels  to  acknowledge 
him  whom  thy  facred  decrees,  and  the  order,  of  a  lawful  fuc- 
ceffion,  have  made  their  fovereign  j  but  if  thy  good  Providence 
has  ordered  it  othcrwile,  and  thou  feed  that  I  mould  prove  one 
of  thofe  kings  whom  thou  gived  in  thine  anger,  take  from  me,  O 
mercifuV  God,  my  life  and  my  crown ;  make  me  this  day  a  facri- 
fice  to  thy  will ;  let  my  death  end  the  calamities  of  France,  an  J 
let  my  blood  be  the  lad  that  is  fpilt  ia  this  quarrel." 

John  Wartox* 
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265. 
"  Or  if  my  heedlefs  youth  has  ftept  aftray, 
Too  foon  forgetful  of  thy  gracious  hand ; 
On  me  alone  thy  juft  difpleafure  lay,  1065 

But  take  thy  judgments  from  this  mourning 
land. 

266. 
"  We  all  have  finnd,  and  thou  haft  laid  us 
low, 
As  humble  earth  from  whence  at  firft  we 
came: 
Like  flying  (hades  before  the  clouds  we  (how, 
And  {brink    like  parchment   in   confuming 
flame.  1070 


Ver.  1063.  ■■"  youth  has  ftept  qftray,]    Original  edition. 

Derrick,jfc/>U     .  Todd. 

Ver.  IO69.     lAke flying  Jhades  before  the  clouds  wejhow, 

Andjhrink  like  parchment  in  confuming  flame.] 
Two  energetic  lines  founded  on  fcriptural  allufions,  Pfalm  cix. 
v.  22,  "  I  go  hence  like  the  fhadow  that  departcth/' 

This  laft  image  Dr.  Glynn  has  transferred  into  his  Seatonian 
Prixe  Poem,  "  the  Day  of  Judgment,"  with  fo  much  felicity, 
that  I  muft  be  pardoned  for  transcribing  the  whole  of  the  Prayer 
with  which  he  concludes  his  fpirited  poem  : 
1     ■  ■■■   "  Power  fupremo, 
"  O  everlafting  king,  to  thee  1  kneel, 
u  To  thee  I  lift  my  voice.     With  fervent  heat 
"  Melt  all  ye  elements !  and  thou,  high  heav'n, 
"  Shrink  like  a  fhriverd  ftroll !  but  think,  O  Lord, 
"  Think  on  the  beft,  the  no  bled  of  thy  works  ! 
"  Think  on  thine  own  bright  image  I  think  on  him 
"  Who  died  to  fave  us  from  thy  righteous  wrath, 
"  And  'mjdft  the  wreck  of  worlds  remember  Man  !" 

John  Wartok  . 
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267. 
"  O  let  it  be  enough  what  thou  haft  done ; 
When  fpotted  deaths  ran  arm'd  through  every 
ftreet, 
With  poifon'd  darts  which  not  the  good  could 
ihun, 
The  fpeedy  could  out-fly,  or  valiant  meet* 

268. 
u  The  livingfew,  and  frequent  funerals  then,  1075 

Proclaimed  thy  wrath  on  this  forfaken  place: 
And  now  thofe  few,  who  are  return'd  agen, 

Thy  fearching  judgments  to  their  dwellings 

trace. 

269. 
"  O  pafs  not,  Lord,  an  abfolute  decree, 

Or  bind  thy  fentence  unconditional ;       1080 
But  in  thy  fentence  our  remorfe  forefee, 
And  in  that  forefight  this  thy  doom  recal, 

270. 
**  Thy  threatnings,  Lord,  as  thine  thou  may'ft 
revoke : 
But,  if  immutable  and  fix'd  they  (land, 
Continue  ftill  thyfelf  to  give  the  ftroke,        loss 
And  let  not  foreign  foes  opprefs  thy  land/' 

Ver.  1085.     Continue  ftill  thyfelf  to  give  the  ftroke, 

And  let  not  foreign  foes  opprefs  thy  land.] 
He  imitates  the  pious  iubmiflion  of  David  : — "  Let  us  now 
fall  into  the  hand  of  the  Lord  ;  for  his  mercies  are  great;  and 
let  me  no*  fall  into  the  hand  of  maa."— 2  Sam.  x*iv.  14. 

John  Waetov« 
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271. 
Th'  Eternal  heard,  and  from  the  heavenly  quire 
Chofe  out  the  cherub  with  the  flaming  fword; 
And  bad  him  fwiftly  drive  th'  approaching  fire 
From   where    our    naval    magazines    were 
ftor'd.  1090 

272. 
The  blefled  minifter  his  wings  difplay'd, 

And  like  a  fhooting  ftar  he  cleft  the  night : 
He  charg'd  the  flames,  and  thofe  that  difobey'd 
He  lafh'd  to  duty  with  his  fword  of  light. 

273. 
The  fugitive  flames,  chaflis'd,  went  forth  to 
prey  1095 

On  pious  ftru&ures,  by  our  fathers  rear'd ; 
By  which  to  heaven  they  did  afFeft  the  way, 
Ere  faith  in  churchmen  without  works  was 
heard. 

274. 
The  wanting  orphans  faw  with  wat'ry  eyes, 

Their  founders*  charity  in  duft  laid  low;  1100 
And  fent  to  God  their  ever-anfwer'd  cries, 
For  he  prote&s  the  poor,  who  made  them  fo. 

Vcr.  1096.    On  pious  Jlru&ures,  &c]    He  here,  I  prefume, 
alhides  to  Chrift's  Hofpital,  &c.  &c.  John  Wartoh, 

Ver.  ll>97.     %  which  to  heaven  they  did  affeQ  the  way9 

Ere  faith  in  churchmen  without  works  was  heard, J 
This  pafiage  is  a  farcafm  upon  thofe  who  reduce  all  principles 
of  religion  to  the  fingle  article  of  faith,  which,  according  to  fome, 
is  fuffieient  for  falvation,  exclufive  of  every  other  tenet. 

Derrick. 
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275. 
Nor  could  thy  fabrick,  Paul's,  defend  thee  long, 
Though  thou  wert  facred  to  thy  Maker's 
praife ; 
Though  made  immortal  by  a  poet's  fong;    1105 
And  poets'  fongs  the  Theban  walls  could 
raife. 

276. 
The  daring  flames  peep'd  in,  and  faw  from  far 

The  awful  beauties  of  the  facred  quire : 
But,  (ince  it  was  prophan'd  by  Civil  War, 
Heaven  thought  it  fit  to  have  it  purg'd  by 

fire*  mo 

277. 
Now  down  the  narrow  ftreets  it  fvviftly  came, 

And  widely  opening  did  on  both  fides  prey : 
This  benefit  we  fadly  owe  the  flame, 
If  only  ruin  muft  enlarge  our  way. 

Ver.  1 107.  Jlames  peep'd  in]   In  cenfuring  fome  Teeming 

bleraifhes  in  this  piece,  fuch  as  the  above  lines,  I  fhould  be  mor- 
tified to  be  placed  among  thofe  idle  aud  petty  obje&ors,  who 
jniftake  cavilling  for  criticifing;  fuch  as  he  who  blamed  Tqffb  for 
making  Erminia  cut  off  her  hair,  to  bind  up  Tancred's  wounds, 
with  a  fword,  as  a  fword  will  not  cut  hair ;  or  he  who  thought 
Raphael  had  made  the  boat  too  little  to  receive  the  miraculous 
capture  of  fifh  ;  or  he  who  objected  to  the  figure  of  Laocotn 
being  reprefented  as  naked  when  he  was  ill  the  ad  offacrificing* 
I  /hall  for  ever  read  the  Seafons  of  Thorn/on  with  delight  and 
admiration,  though  I  cannot  forbear  objecting  to  .the  two  laft 
lines  as  a  conceit,  alluding  to  his  fubjed, 

The  fiorms  of  wintry  Time  will  quickly  pafs, 
And  one  unbounded  Spring  encircle  all. 
The  verfe  below  about  God's  taking  an  eitingui/her  is  an  abn 
furdity  of  the  mod  glaring  kind.    (Vcrfe  1129.) 

Pr.  J.  Wartqh, 
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278. 
And  now  four  days  the    fun   had  feen   our 
woes :  1115 

Four  nights  the  moon  beheld   th'incefTant 
fire: 
It  feem'd  as  if  the  ftars  more  fickly  rofe, 
And  farther  from  the  feverifli  north  retire. 

279. 
In  th'  empyrean  heav'n,  the  blefs'd  abode, 
The  Thrones  and  the  Dominions  proftrate 
lie,  1120 

Not  daring  to  behold  their  angry  God  ; 
And  an  hufh'd  filence  damps   the  tuneful 
Iky. 

280. 
At  length  th'  Almighty  caft  a  pitying  eye, 

And  mercy Toftly  touch'd  his  melting  breaft: 
He  faw  the  town's  one  half  in  rubbifh  lie,     1125 
And  eager  flames  drive   on  to  ftorm   the 
reft. 

28L 
An  hollow  cryftal  pyramid  he  takes, 
In  firmamental  waters  dipt  above ; 
Of  it  a  broad  extinguilher  he  makes, 

And  hoods  the   flames  that  to  their  quarry 
drove.  1130 

Ver.  1126.    And  eager  JUmet  drive  on]    The  original  edition 
enaneoufly  reads  give.  Todd. 
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282. 
The  vanquifh'd  fires  withdraw  from  every  place, 

Or  full  with  feeding  (ink  into  a  deep : 
Each  houfhold  genius  (hews  again  his  face, 

And  from  the  hearths  the  little  lares  creep. 

283. 
Our  king  this  more  than  natural  change  be* 
holds;  iiS5 

With  fober  joy  his  heart  and  eyes  abound : 
To  the  All-good  his  lifted  hands  he  folds, 
And  thanks  him  low  on  his  redeemed  ground. 

284. 
As  when  (harp  frofts  had  long  conftrain'd  the 
earth, 
A  kindly  thaw  unlocks  it  with  mild  rain;  iho 
And  firft  the  tender  blade  peeps  up  to  birth, 
And  ftraight  the  green  fields  laugh  with  pro- 
mis'd  grain : 

285. 
By  fuch  degrees  the  fpreading  gladnefs  grew 
In  every  heart  which  fear  had  froze  before : 
The  (landing  ftreets  with  fo  much  joy  they 
view,  ii45 

That  with    lefs   grief   the  perifh'd    they  de- 
plore. 

Ver.  1 140.  A  kindly  thaw  unlocks  it  with  mild  rain  ;]  Orig. 
edition.  Certainly  the  genuine  reading.  "  Derrick's  "  cold  rain," 
muft  be  difcarded.  Todp* 
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286. 
The  father  of  the  people  open'd  wide 

His  (lores,  and  all  the  poor  with  plenty  fed : 
Thus  Gods  anointed  Gods  own   place  fup- 

ply'd' 
And  fiird  the  empty  with  his'daily  bread.  1150 

287. 
This  royal  bounty  brought  its  own  reward, 
And  in  their  minds  fo  deep  did  print  the 
fenfe ; 
That  if  their  ruins  fadly  they  regard, 

Tis  but  with  fear  the  fight  might  drive  him 
thence. 

288. 
But  fo  may  he  live  long,  that  town  to  fway,  1155 
Which  by  his  aufpice  they  will  nobler  make, 
As  he  will  hatch  their  afhes  by  his  flay, 
And  not  their  humble  ruins  now  forfake '*. 

Vcr.  1 1 47.     The  father  of  hie  people  operid  wide 

Hiejlor€8>  and  all  the  poor  with  plenty  fed.] 

The  poor  people  that  were  burned  out,  built  huts  and  Jheds  of 
boards  for  (belter  in  Moor  fields,  and  other  outlets  of  the  city ; 
and  the  king  was  often  feen  among  them,  enquiring  into  their 
▼ants,  and  doing  every  thing  in  his  power  to  comfort  them.  He 
moreover  ordered  the  jufticcs  of  the  peace  to  fee  them  fupplied 
with  food,  and  to  be  careful  of  preventing  foreftallers  from  taking 
advantage  of  their  diftrefles  ;  betides  which,  he  commanded  that 
the  bifcuits,  and  other  provifions,  laid  up  in  the  Tower  for  the 
Hfe  of  his  army  and  navy,  mould  be  earned  out  and  distributed 
among  them.  Enjoying  fuch  benefits  from  his  royal  pre  fence, 
we  are  not  to  wonder  at  the  citizens  begging  him  not  to  leave 
diem,  when  it  was  fuppofed  he  was  going  into  the  country. 
Vide fian%a  288.  Derrick. 

*  City's  requeft  to  the  king  not  to  leave  them.    Orig.  edit. 
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289. 
They  have  not  loft  their  loyalty  by  fire ; 

Nor  is  their  courage  or  their  wealth  fo  low,  i\6o 
That  from  his  wars  they  poorly  would  retire, 

Or  beg  the  pity  of  a  variquifh'd  foe. 

290. 
Not  with  more  conftancy  the  Jews  of  old, 

By  Cyrus  from  rewarded  exile  fent, 
Their  royal  city  did  in  duft  behold,  1165 

Or  with  more  vigour  to  rebuild  it  went. 

291. 
The  utmoft  malice  of  their  ftars  is  paft, 

And  two  dire  comets,  which  have  fcourg'd 
the  town, 
In  their  own  plague  and  fire  have  breath'd  the 
laft, 
Or  dimly  in  their  finking  fockets  frown.  1170 

292. 

Now  frequent  trines  the  happier  lights  among, 

And  high-rais'd  Jove,  from  his  dark  prifon 

freed, 

Thofe  weights  took  offth&t  on  his  planet  hung, 

Will  glorioufly  the  new-laid  work  fucceed. 


Ver.  1 167.    — •  malice  of  their  Jtari]     Original   edition. 
In  Derrick  it  is  "  the  ftars."  Todd. 

Ver.  1174.    the  ncw-Md  work  fucceed.]     Orig.  editiooT 

Derrick  has  "  work*."  Todd. 
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293. 
Me  thinks  already,  from  this  chymick  flame,  1175 

I  fee  a  city  of  more  precious  mold : 
Rich  as  the  town*  which  gives  the  Indies  name, 

With  filver-pav'd,  and  all  divine  with  gold. 

294. 
Already,  labouring  with  a  mighty  fate, 

She  (hakes  the  rubbifti  from  her  mounting 
brow,  118Q 

And  feems  to  have  renew'd  her  charter's  date, 
Which  heaven  will  to  the  death  of  time  allow. 

295. 
More  great  than  human  now,  and  more  auguft, 

Now  deified  (he  from  her  fires  does  rife  : 
Her    widening    flreets    on    new    foundations 

truft,  1185 

And,  opening,  into  larger  parts  (he  flies. 

Ver.  1 175.  Metkmks  already,]  A  prophecy  moft  fortunately 
fulfilled  !  no  city  was  ever  more  improved  by  the  widen cfs  and 
commodioufaefs,  and  confequent  healthinefs  and  clcanlinefs,  of 
itsftreets,  and  magnificence  of  its  buildings,  than  London  after 
this  calamitous  fire. 

Merfes  profundo,  pulchrior  evenit ! 

And  of  later  years  more  attention  has  been  paid  to  the  circum- 
ftances  above-mentioned  than  in  any  metropolis  of  Europe. 
The  ftanzas  295,  296,  297,  are  beautiful.  The  298th  ftanza 
concludes  with  a  puerile  conceit.  Dr.  J.  Warton. 

•  Mexico.    Original  edition. 

Ver.  1183.    «fg*^J     Avgufia  the  old  name  of 

London.    Original  edition. 

Digitized  byVjOOQlC 


174  ANNUS  MIRABIUS. 

296.  ^ 

Before,  (he  like  fome  (hepherdefs  did  (how, 

Wholat  to  bathe  her  by  a  river's  fide; 
Not  anfwering  to  her  fame,  but  rude  and  low, 
Nor  taught  the  beauteous  arts  of  modern 
pride.  1190 

237.    A 
Now,  like  a  maiden  queen,  the  will  behold, 

From  her  high  turrets,  hourly  fuitors  come: 
The  Eaft  with  incenfe,  and  the  Weft  with  gold, 
Will  ftand,  like  fuppliants,    to  receive  her 
doom. 

298. 
The  filverThames,  her  own  domeftick  flood,  1195 
Shall  bear  her  veffels  like  a  fweeping  train ; 
And  often  wind,  as  of  his  miftrefs  proud, 
With  longing  eyes  to  meet  her  face  again. 

299. 
The  wealthy  Tagus,  and  the  wealthier  Rhine, 
The  glory  of  their  towns   no   more   fhall 
boaft,  1200 

And  Seyne,  that  would  with   Belgian   rivers 
join, 
Shall  find  her  luftre  ftain'd,  and  traffick  loft. 

300. 
The  venturous  merchant  who  defign'd  more 
far, 
And  touches  on  our  bofpitable  (bore, 
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Charm'd  with  the  fplendour  of  this  northern 

ftar,  1205 

Shall  here  unlade  him,  and  depart  no  more. 

301. 
Our  powerful  navy  (hall  no  longer  meet, 

The  wealth  of  France  or  Holland  to  invade : 
The  beauty  of  this  town  without  a  fleet, 

From    all    the   world    fhall    vindicate    her 

trade.  1210 

302. 
And,  while  this  fam'd  emporium  we  prepare, 
The  Britifh  ocean  fhall  fuch  triumphs  boaft, 
That  thofe,  who  now  difdain  our  trade  to  (hare, 
Shall  rob  like  pirates  on  our  wealthy  coaft. 

303. 
Already  we  have  conquer'd  half  the  war,      1215 

And  the  lefs  dangerous  part  is  left  behind : 
Our  trouble  now  is  but  to  make  them  dare, 

And  not  fo  great  to  vanquifhas  to  find. 

304. 
Thus  to  the  eaftern  wealth  through  dorms  we  go, 
But  now,  the  Cape  once  doubled,  fear  no 
more :  1220 

Ver.  1219.  Thus  to  the  eqfiern]  If  he  had  never  written  any 
other  poem  than  this  Annus  Mirabilu,  he  never  could  have  been 
ranked  among  our  greateft  Englifh  poets.        Dr.  J.  Wahton. 

Ver.  1220.    the  Cape  once  doubled,  fear  no  more : 

A  confront  trade-wind  willfecurely  blow.] 

Sailors  generally  imagine  themfelves  out  of  danger  on  an  Eaft- 
India  voyage,  when  they  double  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  becaufe 
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A  conftant  trade-wind  will  fecurely  blow, 

And  gently  lay  us  on  the  fpicy  (bore- 
then  they  get  into  the  trade  winds,  or  monfoons,  that  always 
blow  in  a  certain  direc"tiou.  Derrick. 

Ver.  1221.     A  conftant]     A  frigid  conceit  drawn  from  the 
nature  of  the  trade-wind.  Dr.  J,  Warton. 

Ver.  1222.    And  gently  lay  us  &c]      From  thefe  lines  Pope 
bas  formed  one  of  his  moft  melodious  couplets : 

"  Ye  gentle  gales,  beneath  my  body  blow, 
And  foftly  lay  me  on  the  waves  below/' 

Sappho  to  Pkaon. 
John  Warto*. 
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AN 

ESSAY  UPON  SATIRE*, 

BY 

MR.  DRYDEN 

AND  THE 

EARL  OF  MULGRAVE, 

xdOW  dull,  and  how  infenfible  a  beaft 
Is  man,  who  yet  would  lord  it  oer  the  reft ? 
Philofophers  and  poets  vainly  ftrove 
In  every  age  the  lumpifti  mafs  to  move : 

*  This  piece  was  written  in  l679>  and  handed  about  in  ma* 
nufcript  foine  time  before  it  made  its  appearance  in  print.  It 
is  fuppofed  to  have  occafioned  the  beating  Mr.  Dryden  received 
in  Rofe-ftreet,  Covent.Garden,  of  which  notice  is  taken  in 
his  life.  The  earl  of  Mulgrave's  name  has  been  always  joined 
with  Dry  den's,  as  concerned  in  the  compofition ;  and  that  uo- 
bleman  fomewhere  takes  notice,  that  Dryden 

Was  prais'd  and  beaten  for  another's  rhyme?. 

It  is  not  improbable,  that  Rochester's  character  was  diawn  by 
his  lordfhip,  who  held  him  in  high  contempt,  after  his  behaving 
in  a  very  daftardly  manner  when  he  challenged  him.  How,  in- 
deed, Lord  Mulgrave  came  to  fubferibe  to  fo  difagrceable  a  pic- 
ture of  himfelf,  is  hard  to  divine.  Derrick. 

Ver.  1.  How  dull,]  This  fatire  is  claimed  by  the  Earl  of 
Mulgrave,  and  perhaps  ought  not  to  have  a  place  in  our  poet's 
Works.     But  Qua  re?  JDr.  J.  WaKTon. 

vol.  I.  N 
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But  thofe  were  pedants,  when  compar'd  with 

thefe,  5 

Who  know  not  only  to  in(lru6i  but  pleafe. 
Poets  alone  found  the  delightful  way, 
Myfterious  morals  gently  to  convey 
In  charming  numbers  ;  fo  that  as  men  grew 
Pleas'd  with    their    poems,   they  grew  wifer 

too.  10 

Satire  has  always  (hone  among  the  reft. 
And  is  the  boldeft  way,  if  not  the  be  ft, 
To  tell  men  freely  of  their  fouled  faults ; 
To  laugh   at   their    vain    deeds,    and    vainef 

thoughts. 
In  fatire  too  the  wife  took  different  ways,        u 
To  each  deferving  its  peculiar  praife. 
Some  did  all  folly  with  juft  (harpnefs  blame, 
"Whilft  others  laugh'd  and  fcorn'd  them  into 

fhame. 
But  of  thefe  two,  the  laft  fucceeded  beft, 
As  men  aim  righteft  when  they  (hoot  in  jeft.   so 
Yet,  if  we  may  prefume  to  blame  our  guides* 
And  cenfure  thofe,  who  cenfure  all  befides ; 
In  other  things  they  juftly  are  preferred  ; 
In  this  alone  methinks  the  ancients  err'd ; 
Againft  the  grofleft  follies  they  declaim ;        s$ 
Hard  they  purfue,  but  hunt  ignoble  game. 
Nothing  is  eafier  than  fuch  blots  to  hit, 
And  'tis  the  talent  of  each  vulgar  wit : 
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Betides  'tis  labor  loft ;  for  who  would  preach 
Morals  to  Armftrong,  or  dull  Afton  teach  ?     so 
'Tis  being  devout  at  play,  wife  at  a  ball, 
Or  bringing  wit  and  friendftiip  to  Whitehall 

Vcr.  30.  Morals  to  Jrmjlrong,  or  dull  Afion  teach  f]  Sir 
Thomas  Armftrong  had  been  knighted  by  King  Charles  II.  for 
fome  fervices  received  from  him  during  the  protector  (hip,  he 
having  been  tent  over  to  his  Majefty,  when  in  Holland,  with  a 
(urn  of  money,  raifed  among  fome  of  his  faithful  fubje&s,  for  his 
royal  ufe.  He  afterwards  bore  a  lieutenant-colonel's  commiftion 
in  the  firft  troop  of  horfe-guards,  and  was  appointed  gentleman 
of  horfe  to  the  king.  Being  a  man  of  a  loofe  immoral  character, 
and  of  no  fixed  principles,  either  in  religion  or  politics,  he 
joined  in  the  Ryeho  ufe -Plot,  and  then  cfcaped  into  Holland. 
Five  hundred  pounds  were  offered  as  a  reward  for  taking  him. 
Lewis  XIV.  out  of  compliment  to  King  Charles,  offered  live 
hundred  pounds  to  any  one  who  fhould  fecure  him  in  the  domi- 
nions of  France.  He  was  at  length  fcized  at  Lcyden,  brought 
over  to  England,  and  condemned  to  die  by  Judge  Jefferies,  who 
treated  him  in  a  very  unbecoming  manner. 

Bifhop  Burnet  obferves,  that  he  died  with  great  meeknefs  and 
resignation,  ex p reding  a  hearty  repentance  for  his  pad  profligate 
life.  King  Charles,  about  the  time  of  Sir  Thomas's  execution, 
told  feveral  people,  that  he  had  been  lately  allured  Sir  Thomas 
had  been  fuborned  by  Cromwell,  to  take  away  his  life  when  he 
waited  on  him  in  Holland,  but  he  found  no  opportunity  of  per* 
petrating  his  crime;  for  failing  in  which,  the  Protestor  impri- 
foncd  him  on  bis  return  home.  Though  this  ftory  came  from  ft 
royal  mouth,  few  people  believed  it;  yet  it  is  certain,  that  Crom- 
well kept  him  a  year  in  prifon. 

He  was  hanged  at  Tyburn  on  the  20th  of  June,  16*84:  his 
head  was  fixed  upon  Weftminfter-Hall,  between  thofc  of  Crom- 
well and  Bradfliaw,  and  his  quarters  upon  Temple-Bar,  A Idgate, 
Alderfgatc,  and  the  town-wall  of  Stafford.  It  is  faid  he  was  a 
native  of  Nimeguen,  a  city  of  Guelder  I  and,  and  would  have 
claimed  from  the  fiates-gencral  the  protection  of  a  native,  if  be 
had  not  been  carried  away  as  foon  as  he  was  arrefted. 

I  find  in  Wood's  Fafti,  mention  made  of  one  James  Afton,  a 
divine,  of  whom  no  more  is  faid  than  that  he  was  a  zealous  loy- 
•lift,  and  about  this  time  well  beneficed.  It  is  not  unlikely, 
that  it  is  the  fame  perfon  whom  we  find  here  celebrated  lor  dull- 
nefs ;  for,  had  he  excelled  in  any  thing  elfe,  Wood  would  not 
have  failed  to  remark  it.  DsaRiCK. 

N* 
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But  with  (harp  eyes  thofe  nicer  faults  to  find, 

Which  lie  obfcurely  in  the  wifeft  mind  ; 

That  little  fpeck  which  all  the  reft  does  fpoil,  $5 

To  wafti  off  that  would  be  a  noble  toil ; 

Beyond  the  loofe  writ  libels  of  this  age, 

Or  the  forc'd  fcenes  of  our  declining  ftage; 

Above  all  cenfure  too*  each  little  wit 

Will  be  fo  glad  to  fee  the  greater  hit ;  40 

Who  judging  better,  though  concern'd  the  mod, 

Of  fuch  correftion  will  have  caufe  to  boaft. 

In  fuch  a  fatire  all  would  feek  a  (hare, 

And  every  fool  will  fancy  he  is  there. 

Old  ftory-tellers  too  miift  pine  and  die,  45 

To  fee  their  antiquated  wit  laid  by  ; 

Like  her,  who  mifs'd  her  name  in  a  lampoon, 

And  grieved  to  find  herfelf  decay 'd  fo  foon. 

No  common  coxcomb  muft  be  mention'd  here: 

Nor  the  dull  train  of  dancing  fparks  appear :  5* 

Nor  fluttering  officers  who  never  fight ; 

Of  fuch  a  wretched  rabble  who  would  write  ? 

Much  lefs  half  wits:   that's  more  againft  our 

rules ; 
For  they  are  fops,  the  other  are  but  fools. 
Who  would  not  be  as  filly  as  Dunbar  ?  55 

As  dull  as  Monmouth,  rather  than  Sir  Carr  ? 

Ver.  55.     Who  would  not  be  asfiUy  as  Dunbar  t 

As  dull  as  Monmouth,  rather  than  Sir  Carr  f] 

There  was  a  Lord  Vifcount  Dunbar,  and  a  colonel  of  the 
fame  name,  about  this  time  at  court;  but  to  which  to  apply 
t»his  character  1  cannot  tell,  as  I  never  met  with  any  of  their 
private  hiftory. 
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The  cunning  courtier  (hould  be  (lighted  too, 
Who  with  dull  knavery  makes  fo  much  ado  ; 
Till  the  (hrewd  fool,  by  thriving  too  too  faft* 
Like  iEfop's  fox  becomes  a  prey  at  laft«  60 

Nor  fhall  the  royal  miftreflTes  be  nam'd, 
Too  ugly,  or  too  eafy  to  be  blam'd ; 


Monmouth  is  faid  to  have  been  brave,  foft,  gentle,  and  fin- 
cere,  open  to  the  grofleft  adulation,  and  ilrongly  addicled  to  his 
pleafures  :  he  was,  upon  the  whole,  a  man  of  very  weak  parts, 
graceful  in  his  perfon,  and  of  an  endearing  placid  deportment,-— 
See  the  notes  upon  Abfalom  and  Achitophel. 

Sir  Carr  Scrope  is  the  third  perfon  in  this  verfe:  he  was  the 
fon  of  Sir  Adrian  Scrope,  a  Lincolnflrire  knight,  and  bred  at 
Oxford,  where  he  took  a  mailer's  degree  in  1664;  and  in  1666 
he  was  created  a  baronet.  He  was  intimate  with  the  moll  cele* 
brated  geniufes  of  King  Charles's  court,  had  a  very  pretty  turn 
for  poetry,  and  was  certainly  fomething  more  than  a  half--vit. 
His  tranflation  of  Sappho  to  Phaon,  among  the  epiflles  of  Ovid, 
is  in  fome  cftimation  ;  and  many  loofe  fatires,  handed  about  in 
inanuferipr,  were  fet  down  to  his  account.  He  is  mentioned  thus 
in  the  firil  volume  of  State  Poems,  p.  200  : 

"  Sir  Carr,  that  knight  of  wither'd  face,  ^ 

4i  Who,  for  reverfion  of  a  poet*s  place,  > 


Waits  on  Melpomene,  and  foothes  her  grace. 
"  That  angry  mils  alone  he  ft  rives  to  pleafe, 
<*  For  fear  the  reft  /hould  teach  him  wit  and  eafe, 
41  And  make  him  quit  his  lov'd  laborious  walks, 
•*  When  fad  or  hient  o'er  the  rootn  he  flalks, 
*'  And  drives  to  write  as  wifely  as  he  talks." 

And  again,  in  tho  third  volume,  part  I.  p.  148 : 


} 


no  man  can  compare 


"  For  carriage,  youth,  and  beauty,  with  Sir  Carr.* 

He  died  at  his  houfe  in  St.  Martin's- fields,  Weftminiler,  in  tho 
latter  end  of  the  year  l6'80.  Derrick. 

Ver.  6l.     Norjhqll  the  royal  miftrcfes  be  nam'd,]     About  tho 
time  of  the  writing  this  poem,   the  king,  if  we  may  rely  upon  , 
Uifhop  Burnet's  authority,  divided  all  his  fpare  time  between  the 
Dutcbcfc  of  Portsmouth  and  Nell  Gwin,  Pbhimck. 
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With  whom  each  rhiming  fool  keeps  fuch  a 

pother, 
They  are  as  common  that  way  as  the  other : 
Yet  fauntering  Charles  between  his  beaftly* 

brace,  65  ( 

Meets  with  diflembling  ftill  in  either  place, 
Affe&ed  humor,  or  a  painted  face. 
In  loyal  libels  we  have  often  told  him, 
How  one  has  jilted  him,  the  other  fold  him : 
How  that  affe&s  to  laugh,  how  this  to  weep ; 
But  who  can  rail  fo  long  as  he  can  fleep  ?     71 
Was  ever  prince  by  two  at  once  mifled, 
Falfe,  foolilh,  old,  ilUnatur'd,  and  ill-bred  ? 
Earnely  and  Aylefbury,  with  all  that  race 
Of  bufy    blockheads,    (hall    have  .here    no 

placq ;  75 


Ver.  74.    Earnely  and  Aylefbury,  with  all  that  race 

Of  bufy  blockheads,  Jha  11  have  here  no  place; 
At  council  Jet  as  fails  on  Danby*sfcore^"\ 

Sir  John  Earnely  was  bred  to  the  law  :  h«  was  chancellor  of 
the  exchequer  in  the  year  1686,  and  made  one  of  the  lords  com- 
miflkmcrs  of  the  treafury,  in  the  room  of  the  lord  treafurer  Hyde, 
Earl  of  Rochefter. 

Robert,  the  firft  Earl  of  Aylefbury,  was  the  fon  of  Thomas 
Bruce,  Earl  of  Elgin,  in  Scotland,  and  created  by  King  Charles 
Lord  Bruce  in  England.  In  168.5  he  fucceeded  the  Earl  of  Ar- 
lington as  lord-chamberlain  of  the  kings  houfliold,  and  died  a 
few  mouths  afterwards.  Wood  gives  him  the  character  of  a  man 
of  learning,  a  benefactor  to  the  clergy,  a  great  antiquarian,  and 
fays  he  was  well  (killed  in  the  hiftory  of  his  own  country. 

Thomas,  Earl  of  Danby,  anceftor  to  the  preftnt  Duke  of 
Leeds,  came  out  of  Yorkfhire,  and  was  very  zealous  in  forward- 
ing the  Ueftoration;  for  which  fpecial  fervice  he  was  made  trea* 
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At  council  fet  as  foils  on  Danby's  fcore, 
To  make  that  great  falfe   jewel    fhine    the 

more ; 
Who  all  that  while  was  thought   exceeding 

wife, 
Only  for  taking  pains  and  telling  lied. 
But  there's  no  meddling  with  fuch  naufeofls 

men ;  80 

Their  very  names  have  tired  my  lazy  pen : 
Tis  time  to  quit  their  company,  and  chufe 
Some  fitter  fubjeft  for  a  (harper  mufe. 

Firft,  let's  behold  the  merrieft  man  alive 
Againft  his  carelefs  genius  vainly  drive ;        *5 


furer  of  the  navy,  then  s  privy-counfellor,  and  in  l67S,  lord 
high  treafurcr  of  England.  He  enjoyed  a  great  (hare  of  the 
royal  favour,  which,  perhaps,  promoted  his  being  impeached  by 
the  Commons  far  monopoly  and  mifmanagement.  Ho  was  par* 
doned  by  the  king,  which  occafioned  much  difcontenl ;  was  zea- 
lous in  procuring  a  match  between  the  Prince  of  Orange  and 
Lady  Mary,  afterwards  King  and  Queen  of  England ;  a  principal 
a&or  in  the  Rcvo'-nion,  and  chairman  of  that  committee  of  the 
whole  houfe,  which,  ou  King  James's  flight,  voted  an  abdication, 
and  advanced  William  to  the  throne ;  wherefore  he  was  made 
prefident  of  the  council,  and  raifed  to  the  dignity  of  Marquis  of 
Carmarthen  and  Duke  of  Leeds,  about  three  years  afterwards* 
He  died  in  the  year  1712,  aged  eighty-one.  Derrick. 

Ver.  84.  firft  let's  behold  the  merrieft  man  alive]  This  cfta- 
TOder  is  fo  ftrongly  and  fo  juftly  marked,  that  it  is  irapofiibleto 
miftake  its  being  intended  for  Anthony  Afliley  Cooper,  Earl  of 
Shaftefbory ;  "  A  man  of  little  fteadinefs,  but  fuch  uncommon 
u  talents,  that  he  acquired  great  weight  with  every  party  he 
<4  efpoufed  :  he  was  turbulent,  rcftlefs,  ambitious,  fubtle,  and 
11  enierprifing :  he  had  conquered  all  fenfe  of  ftiame,  was  re* 
fi  (trained  by  no  fears,  and  influenced  by  no  principles."—* 
j&mollctt's  Uiflofy. 
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Quit  his  dear  eafe,  fome  deep  defign  to  lay, 
'Gainft  a  fet  time,  and  then  forget  the  day ; 
Yet  he  will  laugh  at  his  beft  friends,  and  be 
Juft  as  good  company  as  Nokes  and  Lee. 
But  when  he  aims  at  reafon  or  at  rule,  90 

He  turns  himfelf  the  beft  to  ridicule, 
Ijet  him  at  bufinefs  ne'er  fo  earned  fit, 
Shew  him  but  mirth,  and  bait  that  mirth  with 

wit; 
That  (hadow  of  a  jeft  (hall  be  enjoy 'd, 
Though  he  left  all  mankind  to  be  deftroy'd.     5 
So  cat  transform'd  fat  gravely  and  demure, 
Till  moufe  appeared,  and  thought  himfelf  fe- 

cure ; 
But  foon  the  lady  had  him  in  her  eye, 
And  from  her  friend  did  juft  as  oddly  fly. 
Reaching  above  our  nature  does  no  good  ;    100 
We  muft  fall  back  to  our  old  fle(h  and  blood ; 


In  the  firfl  volume  of  the  State  Poems,  p.  140,  he  is  men- 
tioncJ  thus: 

«  A  little  bobtail'd  lord,  urchin  of  date, 

**  A  praife-god-bare-bone  peer,  whom  all  men  hate  \ 

u  Amphibious  animal— -^half  fool,  half  knave," 

Derrick. 

Ver.  89.  »■  ■  ■  as  Nokes  and  Lee."]  Thefe  were  two 
celebrated  comedians  in  Charles  the  Second's  reign. 

Derrick. 

Ver.  96*  So  cat  transform'd  &c.J  Alluding  to  the  fable  of 
a  cat's  being  turned  into  a  woman,  at  the  interceflion  of  a  young 
man  that  loved  it ;  but,  forgetting  herfelf,  flie  ran  after  a  moufe, 
and  was  reduced  to  her  priftine  fhape*  Derrick. 
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As  by  our  little  Machiavel  we  find 
That  nimbleft  creature  of  the  bufy  kind, 
His  limbs  are  crippled,  and  his  body  (hakes;  "Y 
Yet  his  hard  mind,  which  all  this  buftle  makes,  v 
No  pity  of  its  poor  companion  takes.  106  j 

What  gravity  can  hold  from  laughing  out, 
To  fee  him  drag  his  feeble  legs  about, 
Like  hounds  ill-coupled  ?    Jowler  lugs  him  flill 
Through  hedges,  ditches,  and  through  all  that's 

ill.  no 

Twere  crime  in  any  man  but  him  alone, 
To  ufe  a  body  fo,  though  'tis  one's  own  : 
Yet  this  falfe  comfort  never  gives  him  o'er, 
That  whilft  he  creeps  his  vigorous  thoughts  can 

foar: 
Alas  !  that  foaring  to  thofe  few  that  know,  115 
Is  but  a  bufy  grovelirtg  here  below. 
So  men  in  rapture  think  they  mount  the  fky,  } 
Whilft  on  the  ground  th'  inlranced  wretchesf 

lie: 
So  modern  fops  have  fancied  they  could  fly. 
As  the  new  earl  with  parts  delerving  praife,  120 
And  wit  enough  to  laugh  at  his  own  ways ; 


Ver.  120.  As  the  new  earl  with  parts  deferring  praife, 
And  wit  enough  to  laugh  at  his  own  ways, 
Yet  lofts  alt,  #c] 
This  chancer  was  wejl  known  to  be  drawn  for  Arthur  Earl 
of  fcfiTex,  fon  to  the  Lord  Capel,  who  was  put  to  death  by  the  re- 
gicides; but  wherefore  he  (hould  be  called  the  new  carl,  I  can- 
not fee,  fince  we  find  in  Collins's  Peerage,  that  he  was  created 
Pari  of  Eflex  in  the  year  166*1,  eighteen  years  before  the  publi- 
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Yet  lofes  all  foft  days  and  fenfual  nights, 
Kind  nature  checks,  and  kinder  fortune  (lights; 
Striving  againft  his  quiet  all  he  can, 
For  the  fine  notion  df  a  bufy  man,  125 

And  what  is  that  at  beft,  but  one,  whofe  mind 
Is  made  to  tire  bimfelf  and  all  mankind  ? 
For  Ireland  he  would  go;  faith,  let  him  reign  ; 
For  if  fome  odd  fantaftic  lord  would  fain 
Carry  in  trunks,  and  all  my  drudgery  do,     i3# 
Til  not  only  pay  him,  but  admire  him  too. 
But  is  there  any  other  beaft  that  lives, 
Who  his  own  harm  fo  wittingly  contrives? 
Will  any  dog  that  has  his  teeth  and  ftones, 
Refinedly  leave  his  bitches  and  his  bones, 

cation  of  this  piece.  He  was  very  fond  of  the  lieutenancy  of 
Ireland,  which  he  had  held  from  July  \6j2  to  16*77;  and  though 
the  Duke  of  Ormond  was  much  fitter  for  that  important  poft,  as 
being  better  acquainted  with  the  genius  and  polity  of  the  nation, 
and  more  agreeable  to  the  people ;  yet  he  did  every  thing  in  his 
power  to  undermine  that  nobleman,  with  a  view  of  again  obtain- 
ing his  government.  He  afterwards  oppofed  the  court,  piqued 
perhaps  becaufe  he  was  not  gratified  in  all  his  de  fires,  and  per- 
haps trom  the  republican  principles,  which  he  fcemed  to  cherifh, 
though  fo  different  from  thofc  of  his  unfortunate  father. 

He  was  taken  into  cuflody  and  committed  to  the  Tower,  for 
being  concerned  in  the  Ryehoufe  Plot ;  and  he  was  found  in  his 
apartment  there,  with  his  throat  cut  from  ear  to  ear,  on  the 
very  morning  of  Lord  Ruflell's  execution. 

Lord  Eflfex  was  a  man  of  indifferent  abilities,  but  what  the 
world  calls  cunning ;  his  education  had  been  neglected  in  the 
civil  wars,  but  he  bad  a  fmattering  of  Latin,  knew  foroething  of 
mathematics,  and  had  a  little  knowledge  of  the  law;  he  afpired 
at  being  fomething  greater  than  either  nature  or  education  had 
fitted  him  for,  and  his  difappointment  perhaps  gave  him  an  aU 
trabilarious  fournefs,  that  ended  in  fuicide,  for  which  he  was  a 
profefled  advocate,  Ds  ante  it, 


Digitized  by  VjOOQlC 


ESSAY  UPON  SATIRE.  187 

To  turn  a  wheel  ?  and  bark  to  be  emplo/d, 
While  Venus  is  by  rival  dogs  enjoy'd  ? 
Yet  this  fond  man,  to  get  a  ftateiman's  name, 
Forfeits  his  friends,  his  freedom,  and  his  fame* 
Though  fatire  nicely  writ  with  humor  dings 
But  thofe  who  merit  praife  in  other  things ;  m 
Yet  we  muft  needs  this  one  exception  make, 
And  break  our  rules  for  filly  Tropos  fake ; 
Whp  was  too  much  defpis'd  to  be  accus'd, 
And  therefore  fcarce  deferves  to  be  abus'd;  us 
Rais'd  only  by  his  mercenary  tongue, 
For  railing  fmoothly,  and  for  reafoning  wrong* 
As  boys  on  holy-days  let  loofe  to  play, 
Lay  waggifli  traps  for  girls  that  pafs  that  way  ; 
Then  (bout  to  fee  in  dirt  and  deep  diftrefe,    150 
Some  filly  cit  in  her  flowered  fooli(h  drefs  : 
So  have  I  mighty  fatisfa&ion  found, 
To  fee  his  tinfel  reafon  on  the  ground  : 
To  fee  the  florid  fool  defpis'd,  and  know  it,  154 
By  fome  who  fcarce  have  words  enough  to  fhow  it: 

Ver.  143.  for  filly  Tropo*  fake;]    Sir  William 

Scroggs  is  meant  by  Tropos.  He  was  lord  chict  juftice  of  the 
King's  Bench,  and  a  violent  profecutor  of  the  ptrfons  fuppofed 
to  be  concerned  in  the  Popifti  plot :  but  when  he  found  that 
Shaftelbury  had,  in  reality,  no  intereft  at  court,  he  quitted  that 
party,  and  acled  as  much  as  pofiSbly  he  could  againft  it.  This 
occafioned  an  accufation  to  be  preferred  againft  him  by  Oates 
and  Bedloe,  but  it  was  never  fupported,  his  weight  not  being 
thought  worth  removing.  He  was  refolute  and  penetrating,  had 
a  good  deal  of  wit,  and  (poke  fluently  and  boldly  :  but  he  often 
over-reached  himfeif  by  being  warm.  He  feems  not  to  have 
been  a  man  of  much  eft  i  mat  ion  ,  and  Roger  North,  in  his  Ex*. 
amen,  fays,  bis  courfe  of  life  was  fcandaluus.         Dkaiuc$, 
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For  fenfe  fits  filent,  and  condemns  for  weaker 
The  finncr,  nay  fometimes  the  wittieftfpeaker: 
But  'tis  prodigious  fo  much  eloquence 
Should  be  acquired  by  fuch  little  fenfe; 
For  words  and  wit  did  anciently  agree,         160 
And  Tully  was  no  fool,  though  this  man  be  : 
At  bar  abufive,  on  the  bench  unable, 
Knave  on  the  woolfack,  fop  at  council-table. 
Thefe  are  the  grievances  of  fuch  fools  as  would 
Be  rather  wife  than  honeft,  great  than  good. 

Some   other  kind    of    wits    mud    be  made 
known,  166 

Whofe  harmlefs  errors  hurt  themfelves  alone  ; 
Excefs  of  luxury  they  think  can  pleafe, 
And  lazinefs  call  loving  of  their  eafe : 
To  live  diffblv'd  in  pleafures  ftill  they  feign,  170 
Though  their  whole  life's  but  intermitting  pain: 
So  much  of  furfeits,  head-aches,  claps  are  feen, 
We  fcarce  perceive  the  little  time  between  : 
Well-meaning  men  who  make  this  grofs  mif- 

take, 
And  pleafure  lofe  only  for  pleafure's  fake ;     175 
Each  pleafure  has  its  price,  and  when  we  pay 
Too  much  of  pain,  we  fquander  life  away. 

Thus  Dorfet,  purring  like  a  thoughtful  cat, 
Married,  but  wifer  ptifs  ne'er  thought  of  that : 


Ver.  178.  Thus  Dorfet,  purring  like,  4*r.]    Charles  Earl    of 
Dorfet,  about  this  time  forty  ycarb  oi  age,  was  one  of  the  belt" 
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And  firft  he  worried  her  with  railing  rhyme,  iso 
Like  Pembroke's  maftives  at  his  kindeft  time; 

bred  men  of  his  time.  He  was  a  lord  of  the  bed-chamber,  and 
lent  fcveral  times  with  compliments,  or  on  fhort  embufiies,  to 
France,  for  the  king  could  not  bear  to  be  long  without  him  :  be 
was  a  moil  munificent  patron  ;  learning  and  genius  were  fureof 
his  protection  ;  and  when  our  author  was  deprived  of  the  bays, 
lie  allowed  him  the  laureat's  annual  ftipend  out  of  his  own  pri- 
vate purfe.  Arthur  Manwaring,  Mr.  Prior,  and  many  other 
men  of  abilities,  owed  to  him  their  being  advanced  and  provided 
for.  Nor  was  he,lefs  brave  than  polite  and  learned  ;  for  heat- 
tended  the  Duke  of  York  as  a  volunteer  in  the  firft  Dutch  war ; 
and  by  his  coolncfs,  courage  and  conduct,  mewed  himfelf  a  wor- 
thy reprefentative  of  his  many  illuftrious  anceftors.  The  night 
before  the  famous  battle,  in  which  the  Dutch  admiral  Opdanv 
was  blown  up,  be  made  a  celebrated  long,  with  the  greateft' 
compofure,  beginning, 

To  you  fair  ladies  now  at  land, 
We  men  at  fca  indite,  &c. 
No  man  had  mora  eafeor  good-humor;  his  converfatron  was 
refined  and  fprightly :  he  had  ftudicd  books  and  men  deeply, 
and  to  good  purpofe  :  he  was  an  excellent  critic,  and  good  poet, 
with  a  ftrong  turn  to  fat  ire,  for  which  he  is  thus  highly  compli- 
mented in  the  State  Poems,  vol.  I.  p,  200. 

"  Dorfet  writes  fatire  too,  and  writes  fo  well,  ^ 

"  O  great  Apollo  !  let  him  Hill  rebel.  V 

"  Pardon  a  nuife  which  does,  like  his,  eKCel,  J 

"  Pardon  a  mufe  which  does,  with  art,  fupport 
"  Some  drowfy  wit  in  our  unthinking  court." 

He  wrote  with  feverity,  but  that  feverity  was  always  juftly 
pointed  ;  and  Lord  Rocheftcr  calls  him, 

4<  The  bed  good  man,  with  the  worft-natur'd  mufe." 

His  firft  wife  the  Countefs- Dowager  of  Falmouth  had  proved 
a  barren  wife.  Of  her  having  been  a  teeming  widow  I  am  igno- 
rant. His  fi'cond  wife,  whom  he  married  in  1685,  was  daughter 
to  the  Earl  of  Northampton,  and  mother  to  the  prefent  Duke  of 
Dorfet.  He  was  principally  concerned  in  bringing  about  the  re- 
volution; was  lord-chamberlain  to  King  William  and  Queen 
Mary ;  chofen  a  knight  of  the  garter  in  1691,  and  feveral  times 
appointed  oneof  the  regents,  when  the  affairs  of  Europe  demand- 
ed the  abfence  of  the  king,  lie  died  at  Bath  in  1706\  aged  6'9, 
lamented  by  every  clafs  of  people,  and  the  moll  oppofite  parties. 
Mr.  Pope  gives  him  thefe  lines: 


Digitized  by  VjOOQlC 


190  ESSAY  UPON  SATIRE. 

Then  for  one  night  fold  all  his  flaviih  life, 
A  teeming  widow,  bat  a  barren  wife  ; 
Sweird  by  contaft  of  fuch  a  fulfom  toad, 
He  lugg'd  about  the  matrimonial  load ;         is* 
Till  fortune,  blindly  kind  as  well  as  he, 
Has  ill  reftor'd  him  to  his  liberty  ; 
Which  he  would  ufe  in  his  old  fneaking  way, 
Drinking  all  night  and  dozing  all  the  day ; 
Dull  as  Ned  Howard,  whom  his  brifker  times 
Had  fam'd  for  dulnefs  in  malicious  rhymes.   191 
Mulgrave  had  much  ado  to  'feape  the  fnare, 
Though  learn'd  in  all  thofe  arts  that  cheat  the 

fair: 
For  after  all  his  vulgar  marriage  mocks, 
With  beauty  dazzled,  Nuraps  was  in  the  (locks; 
Deluded  parents  dry'd  their  weeping  eyes,    196 
To  fee  him  catch  his  tartar  for  his  prize : 

"  Dorfet,  the  grace  of  courts,  the  mufe's  pride, 
"  Patron  of  arts,  and  judge  of  nature,  dyvd." 

Derrick. 
Ver.  190.  Dull  qs  Ned  Howard,  whom  his  broker  times 
Had  jam  d  for  dullnefs  in  malicious  rhymes."] 
Edward  Howard,  Efq;  a  gentleman  of  the  Berkftitre  family, 
confequently  related  to  Sir  Robert  Howard.     He  wrote   four 
plays,  called,  1ft.  The  Man  of  Newmarket,  a  comedy.     2d.  Six 
bays  Adventure ;    or,  The  New  Utopia,  a  comedy.      3d.  The 
Ufurper,  a  tragedy.     4th.  Women's  Conqueft,  a  tragi-coraedy ; 
but  none  of  them  fucceeded  on  the  ftage,  nor  procured  him  any 
reputation.     He  alfo  publiflied  an  Epic  poem,  called  The  Bri- 
tifh  Princes,  for  which  he  was  feverely  ridiculed  by  all  the  wits 
of  his  age:  Lord  Rochefter,Lord  Dorfet,  Mr.  Waller,  the  Duke 
of  Buckingham,  Dr.  Spratt,  Lord  Vaughan,  publiflied  lampoons 
upon  it,  moftof  them  printed  in  the  fix  volumes  of  Mifcellatiie* 
|>ublUhed  by  Dryden.  Derrick. 
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Th*  impatient  town  waited  the  wifti'd-for  change, 
And  cuckolds  fmil'd  in  hopes  of  fweet  revenge ; 
Till  Petworth  plot  made  us  with  forrow  fee,  20a 
As  his  eftate,  his  perfon  too  was  free : 
Him  no  foft  thoughts,  no  gratitude  could  move ; 
To  gold  he  fled  from  beauty  and  from  love ; 
Yet  failing  there  he  keeps  his  freedom  ftill, 
Forc'd  to  live  happily  againft  his  will :  205 

'Tis  not  his  fault,  if  too  much  wealth  and  power 
JBreak  not  bis  boafted  quiet  every  hour. 

And  little  Sid,  for  fimile  renown'd, 
Fleafure  has  always  fought  but  never  found : 
Though  all  his  thoughts  on  wine  and  women  fall, 
His  are  fo  bad,  fure  he  ne'er  thinks  at  all.    211 
The  flelh  he  lives  upon  is  rank  and  ftrong, 
His  meat  and  mistrefles  are  kept  too  long. 
But  fure  we  all  miftake  this  pious  man, 
Who  mortifies  his  perfon  all  he  can :  215 

Ver.  208.  And  tittle  Sid,forJimile  renown' d, 

Fleafure  has  always  fought  but  never  found:] 

This  Sidney,  brother  of  Algernon  Sidney  and  the  Earl  of 
Leicefter,  was  rather  a  man  of  plcafu re  than  of  bufiueJs  ;  his  ta- 
lents were  great,  but  his  indolence  was  greater ;  bis  appearance 
was  graceful;  he  was  a  favourite  with  the  ladies,  had  a  turn  for 
intrigue,  and  was  of  a  difpofition  exactly  fitted  to  Charles's  court, 
eafy,  affable,  and  infinuatiug ;  free  from  any  guile,  and  a  friend 
to  mankind.  In  1 679  he  went  envoy  to  the  Hague,  where  he 
contracted  an  intimacy  with  the  Prince  of  Orange,  whofe  friends 
he  heartily  affifted  in  railing  him  to  the  throne,  being  himfelf  a 
•  mefienger  from  England  to  Holland  upon  that  very  buiinefs  in 
1688.  He  was  railed  to  the  dignity  of  Lord  Sidney,  and  Earl 
of  Rumney,  in  16*88;  declared  Secretary  of  (late,  mailer  of  the 
ordnance,  and  lord-lieutenant  of  Ireland  in  16*89 ;  and  was  re- 
moved from  the  latter  poll  in  16*93,  it  being  though*  that  he  held 
the  reins  of  power  with  too  flack  a  hand.  Derrick. 
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What  we  uncharitably  take  for  fin, 
Are  only  rules  of  this  odd  capuchin; 
For  never  hermit  under  grave  pretence, 
Has  liv'd  more  contrary  to  common  fefife ; 
And  'tis  a  miracle  we  may  fuppofe,  220 

No  naftinefs  offends  his  fkilful  nofe  ; 
Which  from  all  ftink  can  with  peculiar  art 
Extraft  perfume  and  effence  from  a  f — t : 
Expe&ing  fupper  is  his  great  delight ; 
He  toils  all  day  but  to  be  drunk  at  night ;     225 
Then  o'er  his  cups  this  night-bird  chirping  fits, 
Till  he  takes  Hewet  and  Jack  Hall  for  wits. 

Ver,227.  TiU  he  takes  Hewet  and  Jack  Hall  for  wits.]  Sir 
George  Hcwit,  a  man  of  quality,  famous  for  gallantry,  and  of  tea 
named  in  the  State  Poems.  Sir  George  Etlieredge  intended  for 
him  the  celebrated  character  of  Sir  Fopling  Flutter. 

"  Scarce  will  there  greater  grief  pierce  every  heart, 
*'  Should  Sir  George  Hew  it,  or  Sir  Carr,  depart. 
"  Had  it  not  better  been,  than  thus  to  roam, 
"  To  ftay  and  tie  the  cravat  firing  at  home  ; 
**  To  ftrut,  look  big,  fliake  Pantaloon,  and  fwear, 
"  With  Heuit,  dammee,  there's  no  adtion  there." 

State  Poems,  Vol.  I.  p.  155* 

The  above  lines  are  addrefled  by  Rochester  to  Lord  Mulgrave, 
when  bound  for  Tangier. 

Jack  Hall,  a  courtier,  whom  I  take  to  be  the  fame  with  Useza 
in  the  fecond  part  of  Abfalom  and  Achitophel,  is  thus  mentioned 
in  the  State  Poems,  vol.  II.  p.  135. 

"  Jack  Hall ■ left  town, 

"  But  firft  writ  fomethinghe  dare  own, 

"  Of  prologue  lawfully  begotten, 

'*  And  full  nine  months  maturely  thought  ion  : 

"  Born  with  hard  labor,  and  much  pain, 

•'  Oufely  was  Dr.  Chamberlain. 

*-  At  length  from  Huff  and  rubbifh  pick'd, 

"  As  bear's  cubs  into  (nape  are  lick'd, 
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Rocbefter  I  defpife  for  want  of  wit, 
Though  thought  to  have  a  tail  and  cloven  feet; 

"  When  Wharton,  Etherege,  and  Soame,  j 

u  To  give  it  their  laft  ftrokes  were  come,  > 

"  Thofe  critics  differed  in  their  doom.  J 

"  Yet  Swan  fays,  he  admir'd  it  'fcap'd, 
"  Since 'twas  Jack  Hall's,  without  being  clapp'd." 
Swan  was  a  notorious  punfter.  Derrick. 

Ver.  223.  Rochejler  I  defpife  #c]  Wilmot,  Earl  of  Rochefter, 
was  naturally  modeft,  till  the  court  corrupted  him.  His  wit 
had  in  it  a  brightness,  to  which  few  could  ever  arrive.  He  gave 
himfelf  up  to  all  forts  of  extravagance,  and  to  the  wildeft  fro- 
lics that  a  wanton  wit  could  devife.  He  went  about  the  Greets 
as  a  beggar ;  made  love  as  a  porter;  fet  up  a  ftage  as  an  Italian 
mountebank  ;  was,  for  fome  years,  always  drunk,  ever  doing 
raifchief.  The  king  loved  his  company  for  the  divcrfion  it  af- 
forded, better  than  his  perfon  ;  and  there  was  no  love  loft  be- 
tween them.  He  took  his  revenges  in  many  libels:  he  fouud  out 
a  footman  that  knew  all  the  court,  whom  he  furniihed  with  a  red 
coat  and  a  mu  fleet,  as  a  centinel,  and  kept  him  all  the  winter 
long  every  night,  at  the  doors  of  fuch  ladies  as  he  fufpeded  of 
intrigues.  In  the  court  a  centinel  is  little  minded,  and  is  be- 
lieved to  be  polled  by  a  captain  of  the  guards  to  hinder  a  com- 
bat ;  fo  this  man  faw  who  walked  about,  and  vifited  at  forbid- 
den hours.  By  this  means  Lord  Rochefter  made  many  difco- 
veries ;  and  when  he  was  well  furnifhed  with  materials,  he  ufed 
to  retire  into  the  country  for  a  month  or  two  to  write  libels. 

Once,  being  drunk,  he  intended  to  give  the  king  a  libel  that 
he  had  wrote  on  fome  ladies ;  but,  by  a  miftake,  he  gave  him  on* 
written  *n  himfelf,  which  brought  him  for  that  time  into  dif- 
grace.  He  fell  into  an  ill  habit  of  body,  and  in  feveral  fits  of 
ficknefs  he  had  deep  remorfes,  for  he  was  guilty  of  much  impiety, 
and  of  great  immoralities;  but  as  he  recovered,  he  threw  thefe 
otf,  and  returned  again  to  his  former  ill  courfes. 

This  is  the  account  given  of  Lord  Rochefter  by  Bi (hop  Burnet, 
who  attended  him  in  his  illnefe;  and  who  fays,  he  is  fure  he 
would  have  continued  to  live  a  regular  religious  life,  in  cafe  he 
bad  furvived. 

He  had  ferved  as  a  volunteer  in  the  Dutch  war,  and  behaved 
with  fuch  undaunted  refolution,  that  it  can  fcarcely  be  recon- 
ciled to  his  daftardty  conduct  afterwards  in  private  life;  for  it  is 
certain,  that  he  was  not  only  capable  of  fatirising  in  the  fevered 

vol,  i.  O 
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For  while  he  mifchief  means  to  all  mankind*  230 

Himfelf  alone  the  ill  effe&s  does  find : 

And  fo  like  witches  juflly  fuffers  (hanie, 

Whofe  harmlefs  malice  is  fo  much  the  fame. 

Falfe  are  his  words,  afte&ed  is  his  wit ; 

So  often  he  does  aim,  fo  feldom  hit ;  235 

To  every  face  he  cringes  while  he  fpeaks, 

But  when  the  back  is  turn'd  the  head  he  breaks : 

Mean  in  each  a&ion,  lewd  in  every  limb, 

Manners  themfelves  are  mifchievous  in  him : 

A  proof  that  chance  alone  makes  every  creature, 

A  very  Killigrew  without  good-nature.         24i 

manner,  but  of  Curtaining  the  due  reward  of  his  abufe  without 
rcfentment :  fo  that  he  is  fa  id  to  have 

His  own  kicking?>  notably  contriv'd. 

And  we  can  only  reconcile  thefe  contradictions  in  condu&,  by 
remembering  his  uninterrupted  courfe  of  riot  and  debauchery, 
which  had  enervated  all  mental  as  well  as  corporeal  faculties, 
and  eradicated  every  virtue  ;  befides,  it  is  a  juft  observation,  that 
no  two  things  can  be  more  oppofite,  than  one  and  the  fame  roan 
at  different  times.  He  envied  Dryden's  great  fuccefs,  while  he 
acknowledged  his  fuperior  abilities,  and  fupported  Crown 
againft  him,  whom  he  forfook,  and  oppofed  with  equal  viru- 
lence, when  his  Conqueft  of  Jerufalcm  procured  him  fofne  repu- 
tation. This  is  one  reafon  for  his  being  introduced  here,  in  a 
light  fo  very  unpleafing,  though  not  untrue ;  for  the  picture  re- 
fembles  him  in  every  thing  but  want  of  wit,  which  is  a  mif* 
representation.  As  he  was  one  of  the  lewdeft  writers  of  his  time, 
feveral  collections  of  obfeene  poems,  many  of  which  he  never 
faw,  have  been  published  under  his  name. 

He  was  looked  upon  to  be  mailer  of  fo  much  insinuation,  thdt 
no  woman  was  feen  talking  to  him  three  times,  without  lofing 
her  reputation ;  and  if  he  did  not  make  himfelf  matter  of  her 
perfon,  he  fc ru pled  not  fcanda&ting  her  to  the  world.  Indeed, 
in  his  latter  days  it  was  only  talk  ;  for  his  debaucheries  had  dis- 
abled him  from  a£hon,  and  his  inability  was  univerfally  known. 

Derrick. 

Ver.  241.  A  very  KiWgrcw  without  good-nature]  Thomas  Kil- 
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For  what  a  Beffus  has  he  always  liv'd* 
And  his  own  kickings  notably  contriv'd  ? 
For,  there's  the  folly  that's  ftill  mixt  with  fear, 
Cowards  more  blows  than  any  hero  bear ;      245 
Of  fighting  fparks  fome  may  their  pleafures  fayi 
But  'tis  a  bolder  thing  to  run  away : 
The  world  may  well  forgive  him  all  his  ill, 
For  every  fault  does  prove  his  penance  ftill ; 
Falfly  he  falls  into  fome  dangerous  noofe,     2*0 
And  then  as  meanly  labours  to  get  loofe ; 
A  life  fo  infamous  is  better  quitting. 
Spent  in  bafe  injury  and  low  fubmitting, 
Fd  like  Jto  have  left  out  his  poetry  j 
Forgot  by  all  almoft  as  well  as  me.  &5 

ligrew,  of  whom  we  hear  daily  fo  many  pleafant  ftories  related, 
had  good  natural  parts,  but  no  regular  education.  He  was  bro- 
ther to  Sir  William  Killigrew,  vice-chamberlain  to  King  Charles 
the  lid's  queen  ;  had  been  fome  time  page  of  honour  to  King 
Charles!,  and  was,  after  the  reftoratfon,  many  years  matter  of 
the  revels,  and  groom  of  the  chamber  to  King  Charles  II.  in 
whole  exile  he  (bared,  being  his  refident  at  Venice  in  1651.-— 
During  his  travels  abroad  he  wrote  feveral  plays',  none  of  which 
are  much  talked  of-  His  itch  of  writing,  and  his  chara&er  as  a 
wit  and  companion,  occafioned  this  diftich  from  Sir  John  Den- 
ham  : 

"  Had  Cowley  ne'er  fpoke,  Killigrew  ne'er  writ, 
"  Combin'd  rn  one  they'd  made  a  matchlefs  wit;" 

Hie  fame  knight  wrote  a  ballad  on  him. 

Killigrew  was  a  moft  facetious  companion ;  his  wit  was  lively 
and  fpirited ;  and  he  had  a  manner  of  faying  the  bittereft  things, 
without  provoking  refentment ;  he  tickled  you  while  he  made 
you  fmart,  and  you  overlooked  the  pain,  charmed  by  the  plea- 
fare.  Hfedied  at  Whitehall  in  March  1682,  aged  feventy-one, 
bewailed  by  his  friends,  and  truly  wept  for  by  the  poor. 

Derrick. 

Ver.  *42,  For  what  a  Bejks  has  he  alvay$  Hv9d9]  Beflus  is  ^ 
remarkable  cowardly  chara&er  in  Beaumont  and  Fletcher. 

Derrick. 
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Sometimes  he  has  fome  humor,  never  wit, 

And  if  it  rarely,  very  rarely,  hit, 

Tis  under  fo  much  nafty  rubbifh  laid, 

To  find  it  out's  the  cinderwoman's  trade  ; 

"Who  for  the  wretched  remnants  of  a  fire,      26& 

Mud  toil  all  day  in  afhes  and  in  mire; 

So  lewdly  dull  his  idle  works  appear, 

The  wretched  texts  deferve  no  comments  here  ; 

Where  one  poor  thought   fometimes,  left  aH 

alone, 
For  a  whole  page  of  dulnefs  muft  atone.         stfs 

How  vain  a  thing  is  man,  and  how  unwife  ? 
E'en  he,  who  would  himfelf  the  mod  defpife  ? 
I,  who  fo  wife  and  humble  feem  to  be, 
Now  my  own  vanity  and  pride  can't  fee, 
While  the  world's  nonfenfe  is  so  (harply  {hewn. 
We  pull  down  others  but  to  raife  our  own ;    271 
That  we  may  angels  feem,  we  paint  them  elves, 
And  are  but  fatires  to  fet  up  ourfelves. 
I,  who  have  all  this  while  been  finding  fault, 
E'en  with  my  matter,  who  firft  fatire  taught;  27s 
And  did  by  that  defcribe  the  tafk  fo  hard, 
It  feems  ftupendous  and  above  reward ; 
Now  labor  with  unequal  force  to  climb 
That  lofty  hill,  unreach'd  by  former  time  : 
Tis  juft  that  I  fhould  to  the  bottom  fall*'     980 
Learn  to  write  well,  or  not  to  write  at  all. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQlC 


ABSALOM 


AJT9 


ACHITOPHEL. 


PART  I. 


Te  capiet  magi*  - 


Si  propi&g  ftes 
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ABSALOM 

AND 

ACHITOPHEL; 
A  POEM,  PUBLISHED   l68lv 

THE  OCCASION  07  IT  EXPLAINED. 


THE  Earl  of  Shaftefbury  feemed  bent  upon  the  ruin  of  the 
Duke  of  York*  It  was  moftty  through  his  influence  in  both 
houfes,  that  thefe  infamous  witnefles,  Oates,  Tongue,  Bedloe, 
&c.  were  fo  ftrenoufly  encouraged,  and  the  Popifh  plot,  if  not 
fcheroed  by  him,  was  at  leaft  by  him  cheriftied  and  fupported. 
He  had  been  heard  to  fay  with  fome  exultation,  I  won't  pretend 
to  pronounce  who  farted  the  game,  but  I  am  fur e  I  have  had  the 
fiiU  hunting.  At  this  day  that  plot  appears,  to  impartial  and 
difcerning  eyes,  to  have  been  a  forgery  contrived  to  inflame  the 
minds  of  the  people  agfinft  popery,  a  religion  now  profefled  by 
the  duke,  that  the  bill  lor  excluding  him  from  the  throne  might 
meet  with  more  countenance  and  greater  certainty  of  fuccefs ; 
and  it  went  very  near  having  the  defired  effect 

The  indifcreet  zeal  and  imprudent  condud  of  the  Roman 
Catholics,  for  fome  time  pafl,  had  given  too  much  room  for 
fufpicion ;  they  having  often  openly,  and  in  defiance  of  the 
eftablifhed  laws  of  the  kingdom,  Jhewn  a  thorough  contempt 
for  the  eftablifhed  religion  of  their  country,  propagated  as  much 
as  poflible  their  own  tenets,  loudly  triumphed  in  their  progrefs, 
and  daily  acquifition  of  profelytes  among  all  ranks  of  people, 
without  the  leaft  fecrecy  or  caution.  Hence  was  the  nation, 
ripe  for  alarm  :  when  given,  it  fpread  like  wild-fire ;  and  the 
Duke  of  York,  as  head  of  the  party  at  which  it  was  aimed, 
was  obliged  to  withdraw  to  Bruflels  to  avoid  the  impending 
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The  king  being  fome  time  after  taken  ill,  produced  his  high* 
nefs's  fudden  return,  before  his  enemies,  and  thofe  in  the  oppo- 
fition  to  the  court-meafures,  could  provide  for  his  reception  ;  fo 
that  tbeir  fc hemes  were  thus  for  a  while  difconcerted.  Lead  his 
prefence  might  revive  commotion,  he  returned  again  to  Brufteis, 
and  was  then  permitted  (previoufly)  to  retire  to  Scotland,  hav- 
ing received  the  ftrongeft  aflurances  of  his  brother's  aftedion  and 
refolution  to  fecure  him  and  his  heirs  the  fucceflion.  He  had 
before  this  the  fatisfa&ion  of  feeing  the  turbulent  Earl  of  Shaftes- 
bury removed  from  his  feat  and  precedence  in  the  privy-council, 
as  well  as  all  (hare  in  the  miniftry ;  and  now  prevailed  to  have  the 
Duke  of  Monmouth  difmhTed  from  all  his  pods,  and  fent  into 
Holland. 

Shaftefbury's  views  were  to  lift  Monmouth  to  the  throne, 
whofe  weaknefles  he  knew  he  could  fo  effectually  manage,  as 
to  have  the  reins  of  government  in  that  cafe  in  his  own  hands. 
Monmouth  was  the  elded  of  the  king's  fons,  by  whom  he  was 
tenderly  beloved.  His  mother  was  one  Mrs.  Lucy  Walters, 
otherwife  Barlow,  a  Pembrokeshire  woman,  who  bore  him  at 
Rotterdam  in  164-9,  and  between  whom  and  his  Majefty  it  was 
artfully  reported,  there  had  pafled  a  contract  of  marriage. 
This  report  was  narrowly  examined  into,  and  proved  falfe,  te 
the  full  fatisfa&ion  of  the  privy- council,  and  of  the  people  in 
general,  though  Shaftefbury  did  all  in  his  power  to  fupport  and 
eftablifh  a  belief  of  its  reality*  The  youth  was  educated  at 
Paris  under  the  queen-mother,  and  brought  over  to  England  in 
1662 :  foon  after  which  time  he  was  created  Duke  of  Orkney 
in  Scotland,  and  Monmouth  in  England,  or  rather  Wales; 
chofen  a  knight  of  the  garter ;  appointed  mailer  of  horfe  to  his 
Majefty,  general  of  the  land-forces,  colonel  of  the  life-guard  of 
horfe,  lord-lieutenant  of  the  eaft-riding  of  Yorkshire,  governor 
of  Kingfton-upon-Hull,  chief  juftice  in  eyre  on  the  fouth  of  the 
river  Trent,  lord-chamberlain  of  Scotland,  and  Duke  of  Buc- 
cleugh,  in  right  of  his  wife,  who  was  daughter  and  heirefs  to  a 
noble  and  wealthy  earl,  bearing  that  name ;  but  he  loft  all  thofe 
places  of  honour  and  fortune,  together  with  his  royal  father's 
favour,  by  the  infinuation  and  art  of  Shaftefbury,  who  poifoned 
him  with  illegal  and  ambitious  notions,  that  ended  jn  his  de- 
struction. 

The  partizans  of  this  earl,  and  other  malecontents,  had  long 
pointed  out  his  Grace  as  a  proper  fucceflbr  to  the  crown,  inftcad 
of  the  Duke  of  York,  in  cafe  of  the  king's  demife ;  and  he  be- 
gan to  believe  that  he  had  a  real  right  to  be  fo.  At  the  i navi- 
gation of  his  old  friend  Shaftefbury,  he  returned  to  England 
without  his  father's  confent,  who  would  not  fee  him  ;  and,  in- 
ftead  of  obeying  the  royal  mandate  to  retire  again,  he  and 
Shaftefbury  jointly  made  a  pompous  parade  through  fever*! 


Digitized  by  VjOOQlC 


•OF  THE  POEM.  201 

counties  in  the  weft  and  north  of  England,  (battering  the  feeds  of 
difcord  and  difaffe&ion  ;  fo  that  their  defigns  feemed  to  be 
levelled  againft  the  government,  and  a  temped  was  gathering  at  a 
di  fiance,  not  unlike  that  which  fwept  the  royal  martyr  from  his 
throne  and  life.  Many  people,  who  would  not  otherwife  have 
taken  part  with  the  court,  fhuddering  when  they  looked  back 
upon  the  fcenes  of  anarchy  and  confufion,  that  had  followed 
that  melancholy  cataftrophe,  in  order  to  prevent  the  return  of 
a  fimilar  ltorm,  attached  themfelves  to  the  King  and  the  Duke 
of  York ;  and  the  latter  returned  to  court,  where  he  kept  his 
ground. 

The  kingdom  was  now  in  a  high  fermentation  ;  the  murmurs 
of  each  party  broke  out  into  altercation,  and  declamatory  abufe. 
Every  day  produced  new  libels  and  difloyal  pamphlets.  To 
anfwer  and  expofe  them,  their  partizans  and  abettors,  feveral  au- 
thors were  retained  by  authority,  but  none  came  up  to  the  pur- 
pofe  fo  well  as  Sir  Roger  TEftrange,  in  the  Obfervator ;  and  the 
poet  laureat,  in  the  poem  under  infpe&ion,  the  elegance  and  fe* 
verity  of  which  raifed  his  character  prodigioufly,  and  (hewed  the 
proceedings  of  Shaftefbury  and  his  followers  in  a  raoft  fevere 
light.  Thefe  writings,  according  to  Echard,  in  a  great  mea- 
fure  Hemmed  the  tide  of  a  popular  current,  that  might  have 
otherwife  immerfed  the  nation  in  ruin.  His  Grace  the  Duke  of 
Monmouth  afterwards  engaged  in  the  Ryehoufe-Plot,  and  a  re- 
ward was  offered  for  the  taking  him,  both  by  his  father  and  Lewis 
XIV*  whether  in  England  or  France.  He  obtained  his  pardon 
both  of  the  king  and  duke,  by  two  very  fubmiflive,  nay  abject, 
letters ;  aud  being  admitted  to  the  royal  prefence,  feemed  ex- 
tremely forry  for  his  paft  offences,  confefled  his  having  engaged 
in  a  defign  for  feizing  the  king's  guards,  and  changing  the  go- 
vernment, but  denied  having  any  knowledge  of  a  fcheme  for 
afiaffinating  either  his  father  or  uncle,  which  it  feems  was  fet  on 
foot  by  the  inferior  minifters  of  this  confpiracy. 

Presuming,  however,  upon  the  king's  paternal  affection,  he 
foon  recanted  his  confeffion,  and  conforted  with  his  old  follow- 
ers; fo  that  the  king  forbid  him  the  court,  and  he  retired  to  Hol- 
land, from  whence  he  returned  in  1685,  raifed  a  rebellion  againft 
his  ifncle,  then  on  the  throne,  caufed  hirafelf  to  be  proclaimed 
king,  and  being  defeated  and  taken  prifoaer,  was  beheaded  on 
T ower-hill  in  his  thirty-fixth  year.  Derrick. 
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THE  READER. 

X  IS  not  my  intention  to  make  an  apology  for  my 
poem  :  fome  will  think  it  needs  no  e?cufe,  and  others 
will  receive  none.  The  defign  I  am  fure  is  honeft ; 
but  he  who  draws  his  pen  for  one  party,  muft  expeft 
to  make  eneipies  of  the  other,  for  wit  and  fool  are 
cpnfequents  of  Whig  and  Tory  *  j  and  every  man  is 
a  knave  or  an  afs  to  the  contrary  fide.  There  is  a 
treafury  of  merits  in  the  Fanatic  Church,  as  well  as 
Jn  the  Popiih ;  and  a  pennyworth  to  be  had  Qf  faint- 
fliip,  honefty,  and  poetry,  for  the  \eyrd,  the  fa&ious, 
and  the  blockheads ;  but  the  longeft  chapter  in  Deu- 
teronomy has  not  curies  enough  for  an  Anti-Bro- 
mingham.  My  comfort  is,  their  manifeft  prejudice 
to  my  caufe  will  render  their  judgment  of  lefe  autho- 
rity againft  me.  Yet  if  a  poem  have  a  genius,  it 
will  force  its  own  reception  in  the  world.  For  there's 
a  fweetnefs  in  good  verfe,  which  tickles  even  while  it 

#  It  was  now  that  the  party-diftin&ions  of  Whig  and  Tory 
were  firft  adopted  ;  the  courtiers  were  deridingly  compared  to 
the  I rifh  banditti,  who  were  called  Tories  j  and  they  likened 
their  opponents  to  Whigs,  a  denomination  of  reproach,  formerly 
given  the  Scotch  covenanters,  who  were  fuppofed  to  live  on  * 
poor  kind  of  buttermilk  fo  called.  Thefe  names  ftill  diftinguim 
contending  parties  in  England,  though  flrangely  varied  from 
jfceir  original  application,  P»*l?*» 
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hurts ;  and  no  man  can  be  heartily  angry  with  him 
who  pleafes  him  againft  his  will.  The  commenda- 
tion of  adversaries  is  the  greateft  triumph  of  a  writer, 
becaufe  it  never  comes  unlefs  extorted.  But  I  can 
be  fatisfied  on  more  eafy  terms  :  if  I  happen  to  pleafe 
the  more  moderate  fort,  I  (hall  be  fure  of  an  honeft 
party,  and,  in  all  probability,  of  the  beft  judges :  for 
the  leaft  concerned  are  commonly  the  leaft  corrupt 
And  I  confefs  I  have  laid  in  for  thofe,  by  rebating 
the  fetire,  (where  juftice  would  allow  it)  from  carry* 
ing  too  lharp  an  edge.  They,  who  can  criticife  fo 
weakly,  as  to  imagine  I  have  done  my  worft,  may  be 
convinced,  at  their  own  coft,  that  I  can  write  fe* 
verely,  with  more  eafe,  than  I  can  gently.  I  have 
but  laughed  at  fome  men's  follies,  when  I  could  have 
declaimed  againft  their  vices ;  and  other  men  s  vir- 
tues I  have  commended,  as  freely  as  I  have  taxed 
their  crimes.  And  new,  if  you  are  a  malicious 
reader,  I  expe6l  you  lhould  return  upon  me  that  I 
affeft  to  be  thought  more  impartial  than  I  am.  But 
if  men  are  not  to  be  judged  by  their  profeffions,  God 
forgive  you  CommonwealthVmen  for  profeffing  fo 
plaufibly  for  the  government  You  cannot  be  fo  un* 
confcionable  as  to  charge  me  for  not  fubfcribing  of 
my  name ;  for  that  would  reflect  too  grofsly  upon 
your  own  party,  who  never  dare,  though  they  have 
the  advantage  of  a  jury  to  fecure  them.  .  If  you  like 
not  my  poem,  the  ftuilt  may,  poffibly,  b^i  my  writ- 
ing, (though  'tis  hard  for  an  author  to  judge  againft 
trimfelf)  But,  more  probably,  'tis  in  your  morals, 
which  cannot  bear  the  truth  of  it.  The  violent,  on 
both  fides,  will  condemn  the  character  of  Abfalora, 
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as  either  too  favourably  or  too  hardly  drawn.  But 
they  are  not  the  violent  whom  I  defire  to  pleafe. 
The  fault  on  the  right  hand  is  to  extenuate,  palliate, 
and  indulge ;  and  to  confefe  freely,  I  have  endea- 
voured to  commit  it  Befides  the  refpett  which  I 
owe  his  birth,  I  have  a  greater  for  his  heroic  virtues; 
and  David  himfelf  could  not  be  more  tender  of  the 
young  man  s  life,  than  I  would  be  of  his  reputation. 
But  fince  the  moft  excellent  natures  are  always  the 
moft  eafy,  and,  as  being  fuch,  are  the  fooneft  per- 
verted by  ill  counfels,  efpecially  when  baited  with 
feme  and  glory ;  ttis  no  more  a  wonder  that  he  with- 
ftood  not  the  temptations  of  Achitophel,  than  it  was 
for  Adam  npt  to  have  refilled  the  two  devils,  the  fer- 
pent  and  thte  woman.  |  The  conclusion  of  the  ftory  I 
purpofely  forbore  to  profecute,  becaufe  I  could  not 
obtain  from  myfelf  to  fliew  Abfalom  unfortunate. 
The  frame  of  it  was  cut  out  but  for  a  picture  to  the 
waift ;  and  if  the  draught  be  fo  far  true,  'tis  as  much 
as  I  defigned. 

Were  I  the  inventor,  who  am  only  the  hiftorian, 
I  (hould  certainly  conclude  the  piece  with  the  recon- 
cilement of  Abfalom  to  David.  And  who  knows 
but  this  may  come  to  pals  ?  Things  were  not  brought 
to  an  extremity  where  I  left  the  ftory :  there  feems 
yet  to  be  room  left  for  a  compofure ;  hereafter  there 
may  be  only  for  pity.  I  have  not  fo  much  as  an 
uncharitab*  wilh  againft  Achitophel,  but  am  con- 
tent to  be  accufed  of  a  good-natured  error,  and  to 
hope  with  Origen,  that  the  devil  himfelf  may  at  laft 
be  faved.  For  which  reafon,  in  this  poem,  he  is  nei- 
ther brought  to  fet  his  houfe  in  order,  nor  to  difpofe 
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of  Ms  perfon  afterwards  as  he  in  wifdom  (hall  think 
fit  God  is  infinitely  merciful ;  and  hb  vicegerent  is 
only  not  fo,  becaufe  he  is  not  infinite. 

The  true  end  of  fatire  is  the  amendment  of  vices 
by  corre&ion.  And  he,  who  writes  honeftly,  is  no 
more  an  enemy  to  the  offender,  than  the  phyfician  to 
the  patient,  when  he  prefcribes  harfh  remedies  to  an 
inveterate  difeafe ;  for  thofe  are  only  in  order  to  pre- 
vent the  chirurgeon  s  work  of  an  Enfe  reddendum, 
which  I  wifh  not  to  my  very  enemies.  To  conclude 
all ;  if  the  body  politic  have  any  analogy  to  the  na- 
tural, in  my  weak  judgment,  an  aft  of  oblivion  were 
as  neceffary  in  a  hot  diftempered  ftate,  as  an  opiate 
would  be  in  a  raging  fever. 
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IN  pious  times  ere  prieftcraft  did  begin, 
Before  polygamy  was  made  a  fin  ; 

*  This  poem  is  faid  to  be  one  of  the  molt  perfed  allegorical 
pieces  that  our  language  ever  produced.  It  is  carried  on  through 
the  whole  with  equal  ftrength  and  propriety.  The  veil  is  no 
where  laid  afide.  There  is  a  juft  firailarity  in  the  chara&ers, 
which  are  exa&ly  pourtrayed  ;  the  lineaments  are  well  copied  ; 
the  colouring  is  lively;  the  groupings  (hew  the  hand  of  a  mailer, 
and  may  ferve  to  convince  us,  that  Mr.  Dryden  knew  his  own 
power,  when  he  aflerted,  that  he  found  it  eafier  to  write  feverely 
than  gently.  Many  editions  of  this  poem  were  fold  in  a  very 
fhort  time :  the  name  of  the  author  was,  for  fome  time,  a  fecret, 
and  the  real  merits  of  it  were  allowed,  even  by  the  enemies  of 
the  eaufe  it  was  meant  to  atlift.  Dr.  William  Coward,  a  phyfi- 
cian  of  Merton  college,  Oxford,  publifhed  a  Latin  translation  of 
it  in  1682 ;  as  did  alfo  the  celebrated  Dr.  Francis  Atterbury, 
afterwards  biftiop  of  Rochefter.  A  piece  of  fuch  reputation  and 
fervice  to  a  particular  party,  could  not  appear  without  much  ceu- 
fure,  and  many  anfwers  * ;  among  the  molt  remarkable  of  which 
we  may  reckon  Azariah  and  Hufhai;  and  Abfalom  fenior,  or 
Achitophei  tranfprofed ;  a  poem,  dedicated  to  the  Tories,  as  this 
was  to  the  Whigs.    Here  the  fa  tire  is  transferred  to  the  Duke  of 

•  Among  the  many  anfWers  to,  and  remarks  on,  this  poem,  the  following 
are  curious ;— "  Towfcr  the  Second  a  Bull-dog,  or,  A  wort  Reply  to  Abfalon 
and  Achitophei/'  folio,  half  fheet,  London,  1681.  «  Ahfalon's  IX.  Worthies,** 
a  Poem,  folia,  half  iheet,  no  date.  "  Poetical  Rette&ons  on  Abfalom  and 
Achitophei,"  folio,  f.  d,    «  Ab&fem  Senior,"  a  Poem,  folio,  1682. 

To»d* 
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When  man  on  many  multiply 'd  his  kind, 
Ere  one  to  one  was  curfedly  confin'd ; 

York  ;  and  from  the  four  fol^wing  lines  in  the  fecond  part 
of  Abfalom  and  Achitophel,  wc  are  to  fuppofe,  that  Elkanah 
Settle  was  the  author  of  it,  to  whom  alfo  the  other  piece  is 
attributed. 

Jnflinfi  he  follows,  and  no  farther  knows, 

For  to  write  vcrfe  with  him  is  to — tranfprofe. 

'Twere  petty  treafon  at  his  door  to  lay, 

IVho  makes— heaven's  lock  a  door  to  its  own  key. 
Wood  tells  us,  that  the  Duke  of  Buckingham  printed  a  loofe 
fhect  of  paper  foon  after  the  publication  of  this  poem,  in  titled, 
"  Reflections  upon  it,"  which  contain  nothing  material,  and 
were  fold  very  dear.  The  application  of  the  Aory  of  Ab&lom 
to  this  part  of  King  Charles  the  Second's  reign,  was  firft  made 
by  a  clergyman  in  the  pulpit,  and  his  fermon  was  printed  with 
the  title  of  Abfalom  and  Achitophel.  Derrick. 

Ver.  1.  In  pious  times']  The  application  of  Scripture  (lories, 
in  the  way  of  allegory,  as  in  the  piece  before  us,  to  modern  and 
political  events,  has  been  pra&ifcd  by  more  than  one  eminent 
poet.  Racine  is  fuppofed  to  have  alluded  to  the  fituation  of 
Madame  Maintenon  in  his  Efiher.  But  the  mod  (taking  example 
of  this  practice,  is  the  Sam  fan  AgonUtejLoi  Milton,  throughout 
which  noble  drama  there  is  a  con Wn  t  reference  to  the  cafe  and 
condition  of  the  great  poet  himfclf,  expo  fed  to  the  derifion  and 
infults  of  the  debauched  and  diflblate  Phili (lines  of  Charles  the 
Second's  court,  and  wifhing  to  pull  down  the  temple  of  Dagon 
on  their  heads.  This  is  particularly  vitible  in  the  chorus  at 
verfe  667.  The  very  trials  and  the  condemnations  of  Sir  Henry 
Vane,  his  favourite,  and  of  the  other  regicides,  is  plainly  pointed 
out  in  thefe  lines : 

Or  to  th'  unjufl  tribunals,  under  change  of  times 

And  condemnation  of  th*ingratcful  multitude. 
And  the  following  lines  clearly  relate  to  his  own  loiies  in  the 
excife,  and  his  fevere  fits  of  the  gout : 

If  thefe  they  'fcape,  perhaps  in  poverty, 

Painful  difeafes  and  deform'd  ; 

Tho'  not  difordinate,  yet  caufclefs  fuffcring 

The  punifhment  of  dufolute  days. 

It  is  obferved  by  my  very  ingenious  friend  Mr.  Hayley,  who 

has  certainly  given  us  the  moll  candid  and  exact  life  of  Milton 

extant,  that  the  lot  of  Milton  had  a  marvellous  coincidence  with 

that  of  his  hero  Samfon  in  three  remarkable  points :  "  Firft,  he 
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When  nature  prompted,  and  no  law  deny'd     5 
Promifcuous  ufe  of  coftcubihe  and  bride  ; 
Then  Kraal's  monarch  after  heaven's  own  hearty 
His  vigorous  warmth  did  varioufly  impart 
To  wives  and  (laves  ;  and  wide  as  his  command* 
Scattered  his  Maker's  image  through  the  land,  10    \ 
Michal,  of  royal  bloody  the  cf  oWa  did  wear; 
A  foil  ungrateful  to  the  tiller's  Care  ; 

had  been  tormented  by  a  beautiful  but  dlfaffcctionate  and  dis- 
obedient wife ;  fecondly,  he  had  been  the  great  champ  ton  of  his 
country,  and  as  fuch  the  idol  of  public  admiration  ;  laftly,  he" 
had  fallen  from  that  height  of  unrivalled  glory,  and  had  expe- 
rienced the  mod  humiliating  revcrfe  of  fortune  : 

His  foes'  derifion*  captive,  poor,  and  blind; 
In  delineating  the  greater  part  of  Samfon's  fenfatiohs  under 
calamity,  he  had  only  to  defcribe  his  own/' 

1  cannot  forbear  adding  what  the  fame  candid  Writer  has  ob- 
ferved  concerning  Milton's  political  principles  :  "  That  had  his 
life  been  extended  long  enough  to  witnefs  the  Revolution,  he 
would  probably  have  exulted  as  warmly  as  the  (launched  friend 
of  our  prefent  constitution  can  exult,  in  that  temperate  and 
happy  reformation  of  monarchical  enormities-" 

Dr.  J.  Wartok. 
Ver*  6.    Promifcums  Uft\    Thefe  lines  are  infuffefably  grofs 
and  ofFenfive.     It  is  curious  (o  fee  how  Atterbiiry,  who,  from  a 
veneration  for  Tory  principles,  tranflated  the  whole  poem,  has 
rendered  them. 

Cognoverc  pias  nohdum  pia  faecula  fraudes 
Arte  facerdotum,  hondum  vetucre  maritos 
Multiplici  celebrare  jugo  connubia  leges, 
Cum  vir  fponfarum  numeraverat  agmen,  ct  uni 
Non  fervare  toro,  fato  adverfante*  coa&us 
Plurima  fertilibus  prOduxit  fteinraata  1  una  bis. 
Cum  ftimulos  natura  darct,  nee  legibus  ullis 
Et  fponfae  &  lena  vetitum  ell  commune  cubile, 
Tunc  Ifraelis,  ccelo  cedente,  munarcha 
Concubitu  vario  vernas  nuptafque  fovebat. 
The  poem  was  fo  popular,  that  another  Latin  tranflation  was 
alfo  pubtifhed,in  4to.  1682,  at  Oxford,  by  Dr.  William  Coward, 
a  phyfician  of  Merton  college.  Dr.  J.  VVxaTON. 

TOL.  I.  P 
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Not  fo  the  reft ;  for  feveral  mothers  bore 

To  god-like  Ddrid  fevefal  fons  before* 

But  finee  like  (laves  his  bed  they  did  afcfend*  i* 

No  true  fudceffion  could  their  feed  attend. 

Of  all  this  numerous  progeny  was  none 

So  beautiful,  fo  brave,  as  Abfalon  : 

"Whether  mfpir  d  by  fome  diviner  luft* 

His  father  got  him  with  a  greater  guft:  20 

Or  that  his  confcious  delliny  made  way* 

By  manly  beauty  to  imperial  fway. 

Ver.  10.  80  beautiful,  fo  brave^  The  Duke  of  Mori  mouth 
was  young,  exquifitely  beautiful,  brave,  generous,  affc&ing  po- 
pularity, and  tenderly  beloved  by  bis  father  5  had  been  educated 
with  one  part  of  the  flower  of  the  Englifh  youth  at  Oxford,  and 
fcrved  with  another  in  the  array ;  fo  that  he  had  all  the  ad- 
vantages of  private  friendships  joined  to  thofe  which  attend  upon 
royal  extraction.  His  tutor,  one  Rofs,  a  Scotchman,  either 
from  love  to  his  pupil*  or  to  gain  importance  to  himfelf,  was  the 
firft  pcrfon  who  inflamed  his  mind  with  high  ambition,  by  mak- 
ing him  believe,  or  pcrAiading  him  to  make  others  believe,  that 
the  King  had  been  privately  married  to  his  mother.  Rofc  went 
further,  for  he  advifed  Couzens,  biftiop  of  Durham,  to  write  a 
certificate  of  the  marriage,  and  to  depofit  it  in  a  ftrong  box  in 
his  own  houfe ;  making  ufe  of  this  argument,  that,  if  the  Dak* 
of  York  mould  be  converted  from  popery,  there  would  be  no 
need  of  bringing  the  certificate  to  public  view ;  and  if  he  mould 
not,  that  all  arts  were  justifiable  to  exclude  a  papift  from  the 
throne :  circumflances  which  Couzens  immediately  com  muni* 
cated  to  the  King,  but  which  that  prince  difregarded,  acquitting 
Monmouth,  and  imputing  them  only  to  the  petulance  of  hit 
tutor.  Vet  Rofs,  after  Couzens  died,  fnread  a  report  abroad, 
that  he  had  left  fuch  a  certificate  behind  him. 

Dr.  J*  Waetow. 
Ver.  19«     Whether  ittfpir'd]     How  grofs  and  indelicate  muft 
the  taftc  of  that  age  have  been,  when  St.  Evremont  coujd  quote 
thefe  very  filthy  and  abominable  lines  in  a  letter  addreflbd  to  thm 
celebrated  Dutchefs  of  Mazariue!  Dr.  J.  Wartoh* 

Ibid.    — —  wjbir'd  byfomc  diviner  lujl,]    Infpir'd  triti  fom% 
diviner  luil    Firft  edition.  *        * 
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Early  in  foreign  fields  he  won  renown, 
With  kings  and  ftates  ally'd  to  Ifrael's  crown  : 
In  peace  the  thoughts  of  war  he  could  remove, 
And  feem'd  as  he  were  only  born  for  love,      26* 
Whateer  he  did,  was  done  with  fo  much  eafe, 
In  him  alone  'twas  natural  to  pleafe : 
His  motions  all  accompany'd  with  grace ; 
And  paradife  was  open'd  in  his  face,  so 

With  fecret  joy  indulgent  David  view'd 
His  youthful  image  in  his  fon  renew'd : 
To  all  his  wiihes  nothing  he  deny'd  ; 
And  made  the  charming  Annabel  his  bride. 
What  faults  he  had,  (for  who  from  faults  is  free  P) 
His  father  could  not,  or  he  would  not  fee.     sC 
Some  warm  excefles  which  the  law  forbore, 
Were  conftrn'd  youth  that  purg'd  by  boiling  o'er, 
And  Amnon's  murder  by  a  fpecious  name, 
Was  caird  a  juft;  revenge  for  injur'd  fame.      40 
Thus  prais'd  and  iov'd,  the  nobleyouth  remain'd* 
While  David,  undifturbM,  in  Sion  reign'd.. 
But  life  can  never  be  fincerely  bleft : 
Heaven  pu nifties  the  bad,  and  proves  the  beft. 
The  Jews,  a  headftrong,  moody,  murmuring 

. race,  4S 

As  ever  try'd  the  extent  and  ftretch  of  grace ; 

Ven    SO,      And  paradife  was  open'd  in  his  face.]      Popc*» 
Eloifa,  in  her  compliment  to  Abelard  on  bis  rounding  the  Para- 
clete, is  certainly  indebted  to  this  pcxfoaal  description  ;  aud  tho 
ingenuity  of  the  poet,  in  the  local  adaptation*  is  truly  admirable ; 
"  Yon  cai&'d  theie  haltow'd  walls ;  the  dtrfart  fmil'd, 
"  A  ud  paradife  was  open'd  in  the  wild."  Tod». 

* 
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God's  pampered  people*  whom  debauch'd  with 

eafe, 
No  king  could  govern,  nor  no  God  could  pleafe } 
(Gods  they  had  try'd  of  every  fhape  and  fize, 
That  god-fmiths  could  produce,  or  priefts  dfr* 

vife  :\  so 

Thefe  Adam-wits,  too  fortunately  free* 
Began  to  dream  they  wanted  liberty ; 
And  when  no  rule,  no  precedent  was  found, 
Of  men,  by  laws  lefs  circumfcrib'd  and  bound } 
They  led  their  wild  defires  to  woods  and  caves, 
And  thought  that  all  but  favages  were  flaves.  56 
They  who*  when  Saul  was  dead,  without  a  blow. 
Made  fbolifh  Iflibo(heth  the  crown  forego ; 
Who  baniih'd  David  did  from  Hebron  bring, 
And  with  a  general  (bout  proclaimed  him  king: 

Vcr.  51.  Tkefe  Adam-wlls,  &c]  Perfons  difcontentcd  in 
iiappy  circumflances  arc  not  unluckily  called  Adam-wits,  from 
a  remembrance  of  Adam's  weaknefr  in  Paradife,  who,  aiming  at 
being  happier  than  the  happieft>  by  perfuafion  of  Eve,  eat  of  the 
forbidden  fruit,  and  thereby  forfeited  the  divine  favour,  and  was 
excluded  the  garden  of  Eden*  ,  Derrick* 

Vcr.  55.    Tkcy  led  thtir  wild  defires  t*  woods  and  cavesf 
And  thought  that  all  but  favages  werejtaves.] 
Pope,  whofc  eye  was  perpetually  on  his  mailer,  adopted  this 
rhyme: 

Cities  laid  wafte,  they  ftorm'd  the  woods  and  caves, 
(For  wifcr  brutes  were  backward  to  be  flaves.) 

Windfor  Foreft,  ?er.  49. 
Altering  the  original : 

From  towns  laid  wafte,  to  dens  and  caves  they  ran, 
(For  who  firft  ftoop'd  to  be  a  flave  was  man.) 

Johk  Warton. 
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Thofe  very  Jews,  who,  at  their  very  beft,       tfi 
Their  humour  more  than  loyalty  expreft, 
Now  wonder'd  why  fo  long  they  had  obey'd 
An  idol  monarch,  which  their  hands  had  made  J 
Thought  they  might  ruin  him  they  could  create, 
Or  melt  him  to  that  golden  calf  a  ftate.  66 

But  thefe  were  random  bolts :  no  form'd  defign, 
Nor  intereft  made  the  factious  crowd  to  join : 
The  fober  part  of  Ifrael,  free  from  (lain, 
Well  knew  the  value  of  a  peaceful  reign  ;        70 
And,  looking  backward  with  a  wife  affright, 
Saw  feams  of  wounds  difhoneft  to  the  fight: 
In  contemplation  of  whofe  ugly  fears, 
They  curft  the  memory  of  civil  wars. 
The  moderate  fort  of  men  thus  qualify 'd,        ?$ 
Inclined  the  balance  to  the  better  fide ; 
And  David's  mildnefs  managd  it  fo  well, 
The  bad  found  no  occafion  to  rebel. 
But  when  to  fin  our  bias'd  nature  leans, 
The  careful  devil  is  ftill  at  hand  with  means ;  so 
And  providently  pimps  for  ill  defires : 
The  good  old  caufe  revived  a  plot  requires. 
Plots,  true  or  falfe,  are  neceflary  things, 
To  raife  up  commonwealths,  and  ruin  kings. 

The  inhabitants  of  old  Jerufalem  85 

Were  Jebufites  ;  the  town  fo  cali'd  from  them ; 
And  theirs  the  native  right- 
But  when  the  chofeu  people  grew  more  ftrong, 
The  rightful  caufe  at  length  became  the  wrong  j 
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And  every  lofs  the  men  of  Jebus  bore,  00 

They  dill  were  thought  God's  enemies  the  more. 
Thus  worn  or  weakened,  well  or  ill  content, 
Submit  they  muft  to  David's  government : 
Impoverifh'd  and  deprived  of  all  command, 
Their  taxes  doubled  as  they  loft  their  land  ;  95 
And  what  was  harder  yet  to  flefh  and  blood, 
Their  gods  difgrae'd,  and  burnt  like  common 

wood. 
This  fet  the  heathen  priefthood  in  a  flame ; 
For  priefts  of  all  religions  are  the  fame. 
Of  whatfoe  er  defcent  their  godhead  be,       100 
Stock,  (lone,  or  other  homely  pedigree, 
In  his  defence  his  fervants  are  as  bold, 
As  if  be  had  been  born  of  beaten  gold. 

Ver.  92.  Thus  worn  or  weakened,]  Firft  edition :  worn  aad 
wcaken'd.  *         # 

Ver.  99.  For  priefts  of  ail]  It  is  not  my  intention  to  add  any 
thing  to  the  many  ju ft  ceufures  that  have  been  pafled  on  thb 
(weeping,  indifcrimiuating  piece  of  fatire  of  the  priefthood, 
•which  by  vulgar  ufr  is  become  almoft  proverbial.  But  I  cannot 
forbear  adding  an  extraordinary  pafiage  from  Mr.  Hume's 
Effays : — "  It  h  a  trite,  but  not  altogether  a  falfe  maxim,  that 
priefts  of  all  religion*  arc  the  fame ;  and  though  the  character  of 
the  profeftion  will  not,  in  •  every  inftance,  prevail  over  the  per> 
fonal  character,  yet  it  is  fure  always  to  predominate  with  the 
greater  number."  He  has  added  a  long  note,  in  which  he  lays, 
page  547,  8vo.  that "  this  profefTion  leads  to  dij/lmnlation  and  ky 
pnerify,  to  ambition,  to  Jelf-oonctit,  to  pride  and  arrogance,  to 
impatience  of  contradiction,  to  intolerance,  and  to  revenge."  He 
afterwards  foftens  tbefe  farcaftical  flrokes,  and  adds,  "  Whoever 
pofiefies  the  ather  noble  virtues  of  humanity,  meeknefs,  and  mo- 
deration, as  very  many  of  them,  no  doubt,  do,  is  beholden  for 
them  to  nature  wad  rgrife&an,  not  to  tht  genius  of  his  calling." 

jDr.  J*  Wabton. 
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The  Jewiih  rabbins,  though  their  enemies, 
In  this  conclude  them  honed  men  and  wife : 
For  'twas  their  duty  all  the  learned  think,    106 
T*efpoufe  his  caufe,  by  whom  they  eat  and 

drink. 
From  hence  began  that  plot,  the  nation's  curfe, 
Bad  in  itfelf,  but  reprefented  worfe ; 
Iiais'd  in  extremes,  and  in  extremes  decry'd;  no 
With  oaths  affirm'd,  with  dying  vows  deny9d  ; 
Not  weighed  nor  winnow'd  by  the  multitude ; 
But  fwaUow'd  in  the  mate,  unchew'd  and  crude. 
Some  truth  there  was,  but  dafh'd  and  brew'd 

with  lies, 
To  pleafe  the  fools,  and  puzzle  all  the  wife,  i  is 
Succeeding  times  did  equal  folly  call, 
Believing  nothing,  or  believing  all. 
TV  Egyptian  rites  the  Jebufites  embraced ; 
Where  gods  were  recommended  by  their  tafte. 
Such  favoury  deities  muft  needs  be  good,     120 
As  ferv'd  at  once  for  worihip  and  for  food. 
By  force  they  could  not  introduce  tbefe  gods ; 
For  ten  to  one  in  former  days  was  odds. 

Ver.  110.  Rais'd  in  extremes,]  There  are  many  vigorous 
lines,  and  forae  bold  truths,  in  this  account  of  a  plot  that  dif- 
graces  the  annals  of  this  country,  and  produced  fo  much  cruelty, 
perjury,  injufticc,  fraud,  and  revenge.  Dr.  J.  Warton. 

Vet.  112.  Not  wcigk'd  nor  vntmvw'd]  Fjrft  edition  incor* 
rettJy:  Not  weigh'd,  or  winnow'd.  *        * 

Ver.  121.  As  ferv'd  at  once  for  xcorjhip  and  for  food.]  And 
fcrv'd  at  once  for  worfhip  and  for  food.    Firft  edition. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQlC 


91(5         ABSALOM  AND  ACHITOPHfcL, 
So  fraud  was  us'd,  the  facrificer's  trade : 
Fools  are  more  hard  to  conquer  than  perfuade* 
Their  bufy  teachers  mingled  with  the  Jews,    126 
And  rak'd  for  converts  even  the  court  and  ftews : 
Which  Hebrew  priefts  the  more  unkindly  took, 
Becaufe  the  fleece  accompanies  the  flock. 
Some  thought  they  God's  anointed  meant  to 

flay  130 

By  guns,  invented  fincc  full  many  a  day : 
Our  author  fwears  it  not ;  but  who  can  know 
How  far  the  devil  and  Jebufites  may  go  ? 
This  plot,  which  fail'd  for  want  of  common  fenfo, 
Had  yet  a  deep  and  dangerous  confequence :  134 
For  as  when  raging  fevers  boil  the  blood, 
The  (landing  lake  foon  floats  into  a  flood, 
And  every  hoftije  humour,  which  before 
Slept  quiet  in  its  channels,  bubbles  o'er ; 
So  feveral  factions  from  this  firft  ferment,     140 
Work  up  to  foam,  and  threat  the  government. 
Some   by  their   friends,   more   by  tbemfelves 

.thought  wife, 
Oppos'd  the  power  to  which  they  could  not  rife. 
Some  had  in  courts  been  great,  and  thrown 

from  thence, 
Like  fiends  were  harden'd  in  impenitence.     1+5 
•Some,  by  their  monarch's  fatal  mercy,  grown 
From  pardon'd  rebels  kinfmen  to  the  throne, 
Were  fais'd  in  power  and  public  office  high  > 
Strong  bands,  if  bands  ungrateful  men  could  tie, 
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Of  thefc  the  felfe  Achitophel  was  firft ;     %so 
A  name  to  all  fucceeding  ages  curft  : 

Ver.  150.    Ofthefe  thefaffe]     This  is  the  introduction  of  the 
chief  hero  of  this  piece,   the  celebrated  Earl  of  Shafteftmry, 
under  the  name  of  Achitophel    A  man,  infinuating,  irapofing  in 
private*  eloquent,  daring  in  public,  full  of  refources  in  both 'f 
who  had  been  bred  up  in  the  fchools  of  civil  commotion,  in  tbtf 
long  parliament,  in  Cromwell's  revolutions,  and  in  thofe  which 
followed  Cromwell's  death ;    and  who,  from  that  education, 
knew  well  the  power  of  popular  rumours,  at  times  when  popular 
paCons  are  in  ferment ;  framed  the  fidion  of  the  popifh  plot  in 
the  year  l6"78,  in  order  to  bury  the  Duke,  and  perhaps  the  King, 
under  the  weight  of  the  national  fear  and  hatred  of  popery. 
Shafteibury  was  Simulated  too  by  offences  both  given  and  re- 
ceived ;  for  the  King  having  faid  to  him,  "  Shafteibury,  thou  art 
the  greateft  rogue  in  the  kingdom,"  he  anfwered,  bowing,  "  Of 
a  fubjed,  Sir,   1  believe  I  am."     And  the  Duke  rated  him  In 
palfionate  terms  for  one  of  his  fpeeches  in  parliament.     "  I  am 
glad,"  faid  he,  "  your  Royal  Highnefs  has  not  called  me  papihY 
and  coward."    The  account  of  this  plot,  in  which  was  involved 
the  aflaffination  of  Charles  and  his  brother,  an  invafion,  the  con- 
flagration  of  the  city,  and  a  raaflacre  of  the  proteftants,  was  cal- 
culated, in  its  great  lines,  to  gain  the  attention  of  the  higher 
ranks  of  the  nation,  and,  by  the  familiarity  and  detail  of  its  cir- 
enmftances,  to  catch  the  credulity  of  the  meaneft  of  the  popu- 
lace.   By  making  the  Duke  one  ot  the  objeds  of  the  pretended 
anamination,  it  prevented   the   fufpicion  of  its  being  direded 
againft  him  ;  and  by  accufiug  the  Queen,  whom  the  King  did 
not  love,  it  gave  a  chance  for  feparating  the  interefts  of  the  bro- 
thers.   The  information,  as  foon  as  given,  flew  inftantly  abroad. 
Even  the  roarvcloufnefe  of  the  ftory  gave  credit  to  what  it  was 
-almoft  iropoffible  to  believe  human  fidion  could  have  invented. 
Accident  after  accident,  arifmgin  a  manner  unparalleled  in  his- 
tory, concurred   to  maintain  the  delufion.    Coleman's  letters 
were  feized,  which  difcovered  that  the  Duke  had  been  carrying 
on  a  corrcfpondencc  with  France,  againft  the  religion  of  his 
country,  and  its  interefts.     Danby's  correfpoudence  with  France 
for  money  to  the  King  was  betrayed,  which  made  Charles  a 
(barer  in  his  brother's  difgrace  ;   nut  abo>*c  all,  the  murder  of 
Godfrey,  who,  in  his  office  of  a  magillrate,  bad  made  public  the 
plot,  caufed  almoftevery  protectant  to  imagine  he  felt  the  dagger 
jn  his  bread     Shaftefbury  knew  too  well  the  nature  of  tho  hu- 
man mind,  not  to  improve  upon  this  laft  accident.     He  fuggefted 
fo  j}i»  fec#on  to  bring  jhe  eye  i&  aid  pf  the  imagination,  in  orck* 
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For  clofe  defign8f  and  crooked  council*  fit ; 
Sagacious,  bold,  and  turbulent  of  wit; 

to  combat  tke  terror  of  the  people.  The  dead  body,  ghaftly, 
and  with  the  fword  fixed  in  it,  and  lying  on  a  bier,  was  etcpefed 
during  two  days  in  the  public  Areet.  It  was  carried  in  procefioa 
through  the  city  of  London  te  the  grave,  as  the  regains  of  a 
martyr  to  die  protcftant  religion  ;  foventy-two  clergymen  walk- 
ing before,  sear  a  thoofand  perfons  of  condition  behind,  innu- 
Durable  crowds  in  a  long  filent  order,  an  expression  of  patfiou 
as**e  dangerous  than  that  of  clamour  and  coatufion,  bringing  up 
the  rear. 

Such  is  the  character  given  by  ny  amiable  and  ingenious 
(mad,  Sir  John  Dalrymple,  of  this  celebrated  politician  ;  which 
character  having  been  cenfured  as  unjuft  and  fevcre,  the  author, 
with  that  candour  and  liberality  that  endears  htm  to  his  ac- 
quaintance, made  the  following  apology  in  his  fecond  volume 
of  Memoirs,  p.  325  :  '«  U  has  been  a  misfortune  to  Lord  Shaftef? 
feury's  memory,  that  every  thing  has  been  written  againft  him, 
and  nothing  for  him  ;  upon  which  account,  I  am  happy  to  hear, 
that  his  (amily  have  thoughts  of  endeavouring  to  vindicate  his 
memory  in  public.  Far  from  the  intention  to  injure  it,  I  natter 
myfelf  that  the  papers  published  in  this  Appendix  will  fet  his 
character,  in  feveral  rcfpccls,  in  a  new  light  in  the  world.  They 
wiU  Jbew  that  he  had  no  hand  in  the  Dutchefs  of  Orleans  s 
treaty,  made  at  Dover  for  the  iutercfts  of  popery  ;  that  Charles 
firft  broke  the  ties  of  honour  with  him,  by  deceiving  and  betray- 
ing him  into  the  fecond  treaty  with  France,  in  the  year  l67l, 
while  he  concealed  from  him  the  firft,  which  bad  been  made  in 
the  year  l6"70 ;  and  that  Shaftefbury  took  no  money  from  France, 
at  a  time  when  moft  of  bis  friends  of  the  popular  party  were 
doing  it." 

U  is  paiuful  and  difficult  to  bring  one's  mind  to  couceive,  that 
a  man,  totally  profligate  and  unprincipled,  could  have  been  fo 
much  refpected  and  beloved,  as  he  was,  by  fuch  a  man  as  Mr* 
Locke,  and  could  have  been  one  of  the  moft  upright,  able,  irre- 

(roachable,  popular  Lord  Chancellors,  that  ever  adorned  that 
igh  ftation,  to  which  Dryden  himfelf  bears  teftiroony  in  the 
Jiropgcft  manner,  in  fix  fine  lines,  beginning  line  186'*  It  is  to 
be  lamented  that  Locke  never  finiflied  the  Memoirs  be  began  of 
Lord  Shafte&ury's  Life.  A  very  curious  and  long  extract  is 
given  from  Locke's  papers,  by  Le  Cierc,  in  the  %ik  volume  of  , 
the  Bibliotbeque  Choifie,  from  page  147  to  page  l6*y,  well  worthy 
the  attentive  piTufeToTfhe  JnrparBd  reader^  Locke  dwells  much 
#u  the  acutenefs  of  his  wit,  aud  his  deep  and  clofe  penetration 
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Reftlefs,  unfixed  in  principles  and  place ; 
In  power  unpkas'd,  impatient  of  difgrace :  155 

into  the  human  heart ;  of  which,  among  ether*,  Jie  gives  a  re- 
markable initance.  Having  dined  at  Lord  Clarendon's  with 
Lord  Southampton,  he  laid,  on  their  return  to  the  latter,  "  Mift 
Anne  Hyde,  whom  we  have  jufl  left,  is  certainly  married  to  one 
of  the  royal  brothers.  A  certain  fecret  refpect,  a  (tudied  and 
fuppreft  attention  and  complaiiance,  paid  to  her  by  the  motb*r> 
in  her  voice,  looks,  and  geftures,  and  even  in  the  manner  in  which 
(he  offered  her  every  thing  at  the  table,  renders  this  fufpjcjpii  of 
mine  indifputable.  Lord  Southampton  laughed  at  the  time~a{ 
the  improbability  of  this  conjecture,  but  wa%  foon  afterwards 
convinced  of  its  truth.  In  thefe  Memoirs  is  preferved  a  fpirUad 
letter  to  the  Duke  of  York  from  Shaftelbury,  when  he  was  con- 
€ned  in  the  tower,  in  the  year  1676.  A  faying  of  this  fltarpr 
lighted  nobleman  deferves  to  be  remembered :  "  That  wifdom 
lay  in  the  heart,  not  in  the  head ;  and  that  it  was  not  the  want  of 
knowledge,  but  the  perverfenefc  of  the  will,  that  filled  men's 
a&ions  with  folly,  and  their  lives  with  difordcr." 

Dr.  J.  WaRTON. 

Ver.  150.    thefaffe  Achitophel 

A  name  to  all  Succeeding  ages  curfi :] 
was  Sir  Anthony  Afhley  Cooper,  raifed  to  the  dcgTee  of  a  baron 
at  the  ReAoration,  and  afterwards  created  Earl  of  Shaftelbury. 
His  firft  remarkable  appearance  was  in  the  royal  intereft,  1642, 
being  then  in  bis  twenty-firft  year.  He  foon  deferted  it  in  dif* 
gull,  and  joined  the  Parliament,  cutting  a  notable  figure  during 
the  interregnum,  there  being  nothing  of  any  consequence  tranf- 
a&ed,  but  what  he  had  a  hand  in,  the  King's  death  excepted,  of 
which  he  kept  dear.  He  conceived  a  diilike  to  Cromwell,  on 
being  refufed  omt  of  his  daughters ;  and  though  he  had  before 
ftruck  in  with  all  his  meafures,  he  now  endeavoured  to  throw 
many  difficulties  in  his  way,  bat  with  fo  much  caution,  that  k* 
was  not  called  to  aoyaccotrot  for  fo  doing. 

Being  nourished  by  variety,  and  fond  of  change,  and  having, 
at  the  lame  time,  always  an  eye  to  his  own  advantage,  he 
aflifted,  privately,  Sir  George  Booth's  defigns  in  the  Well,  in  be- 
half of  the  King,  which  he  denied  with  folemn  imprecations, 
when  charged  therewith  by  the  Rump  Parliament.  At  the  Re* 
flotation,  in  which  he  aided,  he  was  one  of  the  twelve  members 
that  were  fent  on  that  occauon  to  compliment  the  King  at  the 
Hague,  when  bis  wit  and  vivacity  recommended  him  to  much 
notice.  It  was  at  this  time  be  received  a  hurt  in  his  fide,  by 
being  overturned  in  a  chaife,  which  was  attended  with  bad  con* 
fecjuences,  being  forae  years  after  cut  for  it,  an  iffue  remained 
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A  fiery  foul,  which  working  out  its  way, 

Fretted  the  pigmy-body  to  decay, 

And  o'er-inform'd  the  tenement  of  clay. 

A  daring  pilot  in  extremity ; 

Pleas'd  with  the  danger,  when  the  waves  went 
high  160 

He  fought  the  dorms ;  but  for  a  calm  unfit, 

Would  fteer  too  nigh  the  fands  to  boaft  his  wit. 
/  Great  wits  are  fure  to  madnefs  near  ally'd,       • 
^  And  thin  partitions  do  their  bounds  divide  ; 

Elfe  why  (hould  he,  with  wealth  and  honour 
bleft,  166 

Refufe  his  age  the  needful  hours  of  reft  ? 

Punifli  a  body  which  he  could  not  pleafe  ; 

Bankrupt  of  life,  yet  prodigal  of  eafe  ? 

open.  His  enemies  thence  took  occafion  to  ridicule  him,  by 
calling  him  Tapfki.  Independent  of  politics,  we  have  no  great 
room  to  think  highly  of  his  moral  character ;  for  King  Charles, 
ill  one  of  his  focial  hours,  told  him,  "  Shaftefbury,  I  believe  you 
are  one  of  the  wickcdefl  fellows  in  the  kingdom."  "  Of  a  fub- 
je&,  Sir,"  anfwered  he  fmartly,  "  it  may  be."  In  1672  he  was 
removed  from  the  exchequer,  of  which  he  was  chancellor  and 
under-trea&irer,  to  be  one  of  the  five  commifiioners  appointed  to 
execute  the  office  of  lord  high  chancellor  of  England.  He  was 
atfo  one  of  the  privy-council,  and  a  member  of  that  famous  cabal 
which  engroflcd  the  King's  entire  confidence*  Derrick. 

Vcr.  152.     For  clafe  defigns,  and  crooked  counfelsjfc  ;]     Firft 
edition  ;  For  clofe  defigns,  and  crooked  counfel  fit.         *        * 

Ver.  154.     Refllefg,   vnfix'd  m  principles  and  place ;]     Firft 
edition  :  Reltlefs,  unhVd  in  principle  and  place*  •         • 

Ver.  158.    ~ —  the  tenement  of  clay.]    So  Milton,  Ode 

Kativ.  ft.  2, 

M  And  chofe  with  us  a  darkfome  bvufe  of  mortal  clay'9 

Todd, 
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And  all  to  leave  what  with  his  toil  he  won, 
To  that  unfcather'd  two-legg'd  thing*  a  fon;  170* 
Got,  while  his  foul  did  huddled  notions  try ; 
And  born  a  (hapelefs  lump,  like  anarchy. 
In  friendftrip  falfe,  implacable  in  hate ; 
Refolv'd  to  ruin  or  to  rule  the  ftate. 
To  compafs  this  the  triple  bond  he  broke ;  1751 
The  pillars  of  the  public  fafety  {hook  ;  > 

And  fitted  Ifrael  for  a  foreign  yoke  :  J 

Ver.  175.    the  triple  bond  he  broke;]     In  the  year 

l667>  a  triple  alliance  was  entered  into  between  England,  Swe- 
den, and  Holland,  which  was  diflblved  by  the  fecond  Dutch  war, 
to  which,  and  a  clofer  connection  with  France,  Lord  Shaftefbury 
contributed  his  advice,  and  thereby 

Jit  ted  Ifrael  for  a  foreign  yoke. 

The  remaining  lines  allude  to  his  having  changed  his  opinion, 
when  he  found  it  unpopular,  as  we  have  obferved  above,  down 
to 

Yet  fame  deferved  no  enemy  can  grudge, 
Thejlatefman  we  abhor,  but  praife  the  judge. 

With  all  his  failings  it  is  on  every  hand  allowed,  that  the  bu- 
linefs  of  the  chancery  was  never  tranfaded  with  more  care  and 
fxa&nefs,  than  when  Lord  Shaftefbury  prefided  in  that  court. 
His  expedition  was  unparalleled.;  he  made  it  his  ftudy  to  bring 
matters  to  a  fpeedy  iflue ;  and  his  fpeechcs  from  the  bench  were 
fo  flrong  and  conclufive,  fo  fraught  with  knowledge,  and  fo  hap- 
pily ex  pre  fled,  that  his  meaning  was  plain  to  the  mod  indifferent 
conception.  The  poet  (hews  himfeif  truly  impartial,  in  thus 
rendering  him  his  due;  and,  like  a  mafterly  painter,  he  has 
thereby  thrown  a  ftrong  light  over  a  piece  that  cannot  be  viewed 
to  great  advantage,  nor  placed  in  a  clear  fituation. 

He  had  in  his  younger  days  been  of  Lincoln 's-Inn,  where  he 
ftudied  the  law  with  great  attention;  but  his  paternal  inheritance 
was  foconfiderable,  that  he  thought  the  practice  of  it  fuperfluous, 
except  in  this  elevated  Ration,  the  dignity  of  which  he  carefully 
and  judicioufly  obferved.  He  proceeded  every  day  from  Exeter- 
houfe  in  the  Strand,  where  he  then  lived,  with  vaft  folemnity,  to 
Weftminfter;  for  hefaid  the  credit  of  all  great  offices  fhould  be 
maintained  with  ftate  and  ceremony.     lie  altered  nothing  of  his 
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Then  feizM  with  fear,  yet  ftill  affe&ing  feme, 
Ufurp'd  a  patriot's  all-atoning  name. 
So  eafy  ftill  it  proves  in  fa&ious  times,         iso 
With  public  zeal  to  cancel  private  crimes* 
How  fafe  is  treafon,  and  how  facred  ill, 
Where  none  can  fin  againft  the  people's  will  ? 
Where  crowds  can  wink,  and  no  offence  be 

known, 
Since  in  another's  guilt  they  find  their  own  P  is* 
Yet  feme  deferv'd  no  enemy  can  grudge ; 
The  ftatefman  we  abhor,  but  praife  the  judge. 

common  garb,  while  he  was  lord-chancellor,  only  added  an  afh- 
colourecl  gown,  thrown  over  his  cloaths,  richly  laced  with  gold. 
How  amiable  does  the  chara&cr,  drawn  oi  him  in  the  paflage 
now  before  us,  reprefent  him  !  and  who,  without  grief,  can  fee 
it  fo  unhappily  contrafted  in  almoft  all  the  reft  of  his  life  i 

Derrick. 
Ve*l?9.  Ufurp'd  a  patriot's  all-atoning-name.]  The  firft 
edition  reads :  AJum'd  a  patron's  all-atoning  name.  This  laft 
variation,  evidently  a  typographical  error,  fcems  to  have  been 
difcovered  and  corrected  while  the  poem  was  going  through  the 
prefs.  There  is,  in  the  library  of  Sion  college,  a  copy  of  the  firft 
edition,  which  reads :  AJum'd  a  patriot's  all-atoning  name* 

Vcr.  180^191 .]    Thcfe  twelve  lines  were  added  in  the  fecond 
edition.  •   f)* 

""  Ver.  187-  Thejtate/man  we  abhor ',  but  praife  the  judge,  &c] 
In  a  brief  account,  publifhed  in  16*84,  of  many  memorable  paf- 
fages  of  the  life  and  death  of  the  Earl  of  Shaftefbury,  whofe  ju- 
ridical character  is  defcribed  in  this  and  the  four  following  lines 
by  Dryden,  it  is  related,  that  the  Earl  being  made  lord  chancel- 
lor of  England,  he  executed  the  office  "  %ilh  the  greateft  judge- 
ment and  equity  imaginable."  Granger,  in  his  difcrimiuation  of 
this  nobleman's  various  conduct,  bellow*  an  eulogium  on  this 
part  of  his  character  with  more  than  bis  ufual  ftrength  of  dic- 
tion, and  in  the  very  fentiments  of  the  poet: — "  Jrhen  we  con- 
Jider  him  as  fitting  in  the  higheft  tribunal  in  the  kingdom,  explaining 
and  cor  reding  the  laws,  deUfiing  fraud,  and  exerting  alt  the  powers 
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In  Ifrael's  courts  ne'er  fat  an  Abethdin 
With  more  difceming  eyes,  or  bands  more  clean, 
Unbrib'd,  unfoughtythe  wretched  to  redrefs ; 
Swift  of  diipatch,  and  eafy  of  accefs.  191 

Oh !  had  he  been  content  to  ferve  the  crown* 
With  virtues  only  proper  to  the  gown  ; 
Or  had  the  ranknefs  of  the  foil  been  freed, 
From  cockle,  that  opprefs'd  the  noble  feed ;  i$6 
David  for  him  his  tuneful  harp  had  fining, 
And  heaven  had  wanted  one  immortal  fong. 
But  wild  Ambition  loves  to  Aide,  not  (land. 
And  Fortune's  ice  prefers  to  Virtue's  land, 
Achitophel,  grown  weary  to  poflefa  20« 

A  lawful  fame,  and  lazy  happinefs, 
Difdain'd  the  golden  fruit  to  gather  free, 
And  lent  the  crowd  his  arm  tothake  the  trqe. 
Now,  manifeft  of  crimes  contrived  long  fince, 
He  flood  at  bold  defiance  with  his  prince ;    205 

of  his  eloquence  on  the  fide  ofjufiice  ;  we  admire  the  able  lawyer,  the 
commanding  orator,  and  the  upright  judge.  But  when  he  enters 
into  all  the  iniquitous  roeafures  of  the  Cabal,  when  he  protti- 
tutfiAjs  eloquence  to  enflave  his  country,  and  becomes  the  fac* 
tiouiteadcr,  and  the  popular  incendiary  j  we  regard  htm  with 
an  equal  mixture  of  horror  and  regret."  Biog.  Hift.  vol.  iii. 
p.  302,  2d  edit.  Todu. 

Ver.  198.    But  wild  Ambition  love*  toJUde,  notjtand, 

And  Fortune's  ice  prefers  to  Virtue's  land.] 
Querc :  Whether"  from  Seneca  ?  Thyeftes. 

Stet,  quicunque  volet,  poiens 

Aula:  culmtne  lubrico.— 

J#HN    W  AUTO  IT. 

Ver.  205.  Hefiood  at  bold  defiance]  The  particular  ci re ura- 
fiance  that  drove  Shaftefbury  into  a  fudden  opposition  to  the 
court,  was,  that  the  King,  alarmed  at  the  ftrong  reraonftrances 
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Held  up  the  buckler  of  the  people's  caufe 
Againft  the  crown,  and  fculk'd  behind  the  laws. 
The  wifh'd  occafion  of  rhe  plot  he  takes ; 
Some  circumftances  finds,  but  more  he  makes. 
By  buzzing  emiffaries  fills  the  ears  210 

Of  liftening  crowds  with  jealoufies  and  fears 
Of  arbitrary  counfels  brought  to  light, 
And  proves  the  king  himfelf  a  Jebufite. 
Weak  arguments !  which  yet  he  knew  full  well, 
Were  ftrong  with  people  eafy  to  rebel.  at* 

For,  govern'd  by  the  moon,  the  giddy  Jews 
Tread  the  fame  track  when  (he  the  prime  re* 

news ; 
And  once  in  twenty  years,  their  fcribes  record, 
By  natural  inftin6t  they  change  their  lord, 
Achjfophel  ftill  wants  a  chief,  and  none        %sto 
Was  found  fo  fit  as  warlike  Abfalon. 
Not  that  he  wifti'd  his  greatnefs  to  create, 
For  politicians  neither  love  nor  hate : 

of  the  Commons  againft  popery,  and  a  difpenfing  power,  and 
breaking  with  his  own  hands  the  fcal  affixed  to  the  declqjpton 
of  indulgence,  and  granting  all  the  Commons  de fired,  was  guilty 
himfelf  of  a  breach  of  promife  to  his  new  mini  tiers,  and  expofed 
them  to  the  vengeance  of  the  people.  To  efcape  which  ven- 
geance, the  Cabal  made  the  fame  hidden  turn  with  their  matter ; 
fo  that  on  this  occafion,  Shaftefbury  faid, "  The  prince  who  for- 
fook  himfelf,  defervcd  to  be  forfaken."  Pr.  J.  Wartok. 

Ver.  223.  For  politicians]  The  faults  and  merits  of  rofnifters 
and  politicians  are,  in  all  governments,  cfpecially  thofe  that  are 
free,  perpetually  exaggerated  and  carried  to  an  extreme.  Deep* 
laid  fchemes,  that  never  entered  their  thoughts*  are  afcribed  to 
them ;  and  they  are  frequently  accufed  of  artful  defigns  to  intro- 
duce arbitrary  power,  when  their  folc  view  and  arm  has  been 
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But,  for  he  knew  his  title  not  frilow'd,  224 

Would  keep  him  ftill  depending  on  the  crowd : 
That  kingly  power,   thus  ebbing  out,   might 

be 
Drawn  to  the  dregs  of  a  democracy* 
Him  he  attempts  with  ftudied  arts  to  pleafe, 
And  flieds  his  venom  in  fuch  words  as  thefe. 

Aufpicious  prince,  at  whofe  nativity  230 

Some  royal  planet  rul'd  the  fouthern  (ky ; 
Thy  longing  country's  darling  and  defire  ; 
Their  cloudy  pillar  and  their  guardian  fire  J 

merely  to  keep  themfelves  in  oflfitfe.  The  line  above  infinuates, 
that  as  foon  as  they  become  minifters,  they  ceafe  to  be  men ;  aa 
infinuation  founded  on  faction,  falfe  zeal,  and  ignorance  of  hu- 
man nature.  Dr.  J.  Warton. 

Vcr.  227-  Draxtin  to  the  dregs  of  a  democracy.]  To  this  alii* 
ieration  we  may  not  unaptly  apply  the  observation  of  the  acute 
Dr.  Clarke,  in  an  alliterative  paflage  in  Homer  :— 

X^to  x*/***  XoX*b'<'  ftcm  turpem  confulta  verborum  xaxopwt* 
depiugit.     Ita  VirgiUus,  belli  civilis  horrorem  ; 

Ncu  patrise  validas  in  vifcera  vertite  vires* 

JEn.  vi.  833. 
He  ufes  this  lint*  again  in  The  Hind  and  Panther,  ver.  211. 

John  Warton*  - 

Ver.  230.  Aufpicious  prince,]  All  the  raoft  powerful  topics 
that  could  be  urged  to  kindle  the  latent  fparks  of  ambition  in  a 
vaih,  young,  fpirited,  unprincipled  prince,  are  here  brought  to- 
gether, placed  in  the  moil  ftriking  light,  and  lb  placed  as  each  to 
ftrengtben  the  foregoing  one  with  match lefs  dexterity  and  art ; 
fo  that  here  appears  what  Dr»  Johnfon  calls  the  predominant 
talent  of  our  poet,  Ratiocination.  In  line  299,  Dryden,  like  a 
true  abject  flatterer  of  defpotic  power,  thought  he  depreciated 
the  do&rine  of  a  limited  monarchy,  by  putting  a  commendation 
of  it  in  the  mouth  of  Shaftefbury.  Dr.  J.  Warton. 

vol.  u  Q 
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Their  fecond  Mofes,  whofe  extended  wand 
Divides  the  feas,  and  (hews  the  promised  land  : 
Wliofe  dawning  day  in  every  diftant  age,      236 
Has  exercis'd  the  facred  prophet's  rage  : 
The  people's  prayer,  the  glad  diviner's  theme, 
The  young  men's  vifion,  and  the  old  men's 

dream ! 
Thee,  Saviour,  thee  the  nation's  vows  confefs,  240 
And,  never  fatisfy'd  with  feeing,  blefs  : 
Swift  unbefpoken  pomps  thy  fteps  proclaim, 
And  ftammering  babes  are  taught  to  lifp  thy 

name.  / 

How  long  wilt  thou  the  general  joy  detain, 
Starve  and  defraud  the  people  of  thy  reign  !  245 
Content  inglorioufly  to  pafs  thy  days, 
Like  one  of  virtue's  fools  that  feed  on  praife ; 
'Till  thy  frefh  glories  which  now  (hine  fo  bright, 
Grow  ftale,  and  tarnilh  with  our  daily  fight  1 
Believe  me,  royal  youth,*thy  fruit  muft  be  25© 
Or  gather'd  ripe,  or  rot  upon  the  tree; 
Heaven  has  to  all  allotted,  foon  or  late, 
Some  lucky  revolution  of  their  fate  : 
Whofe  motions  if  we  watch  and  guide  with  (kill, 
(For  human  good  depends  on  human  will,)  255 

Ver.  234.     — — —  whofe  extended  wand 

Divides  the  feas >  andjhew  tlie  promised  land:] 

Firft  edition : 

whofe  extended  wand 

Shuts  up  the  feas,  and  thews  the  promised  land. 
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Our  fortune  rolls  as  from  a  fmooth  defcent, 
And  from  the  fir  ft  impreffion  takes  the  bent : 
But>  if  unfeiz'd*  Ihe  glides  away  like  wind* 
And  leaves  repenting  folly  far  behind.  259 

Now,  now  (he  meets  you  with  a  glorious  prize, 
And  fpfeads  her  locks  before  her  as  ihe  flies. 
Had  thus  old  David,  from  whofe  loins  you 

fpring* 
Not  dar'd  when  fortune  call'd  him  to  be  king, 
At  Gath  an  exile  he  might  dill  remain, 
And  heaven's  anointing  oil  had  been  in  vain.  26$ 
Let  his  fuccefsful  youth  your  hopes  engage ; 
But  fhun  the  example  of  declining  age  : 
Behold  him  fetting  in  his  weftern  (kies, 
The  {hadows  lengthening  as  the  vapours  rife. 
He  is  not  now,  as  when  on  Jordan's  fand    270* 
The  joyful  people  throng'd  to  fee  him  land, 
Covering  the  beach,  and  blackening  all  thej 

ftrand  ; 

But,  like  the  prince  of  angels,  from  his  height 
Comes  tumbling  downward    with    diminilh'd 

light : 

Vcr.  26l*     And  fpreads  her  locks  before  her  asjkejlics.']     Firft 
•dilion.     Derrick  incorrcclly  has  : 

And  fpreads  her  locks  before  you  as  ihe  flies. 

Ver.  272.     Covering  the  beach,  and  blackening  all  the  ftrand ;] 
This  letter  expreflioQ  Pope  has  adopted : 

While  the  long  fdn'rals  blackea  ail  the  way  % 

John  Warton. 
Q  2 


Digitized  by  VjOOQlC 


iid        ABSALOM  AND  ACHlTOPHEL. 

Betrayed  by  one  poor  plot  to  public  fcorn :  $t& 
(Our  only  blefling  fince  bis  curtt  return :) 
Thofe  heaps  of  people  which  one  flieaf  did  bind, 
Blown  off  and  fcatter'd  by  a  puff  of  wind. 
What  ftrength  can  he  to  your  defigns  oppofe, 
Naked  of  friends  and  round  befet  with  foes  ?  sse 
If  Pharaoh's  doubtful  fuccour  he  fhould  ufe, 
A  foreign  aid  would  more  incenfe  the  Jews : 
Proud  Egy pt would  diflem bled  friendftiip bring; 
Foment  the  war,  but  not  fupport  the  king : 
Nor  would  the  royal  party  e'er  unite  s«5 

With  Pharaoh's  arms  to  aflift  the  Jebufite ; 
Or  if  they  fhould,    their  intereft   foon  would 

break, 
And  with  fuch  odious  aid  make  David  weak. 
All  forts  of  men  by  my  fuccefsful  arts, 
Abhorring  kings,  eftrange  theiralter'd  hearts  290 
From  David's  rule :  and  'tis  theijr  general  cry, 
Religion,  commonwealth,  and  liberty. 
If  you,  as  champion  of  the  public  good, 
Add  to  their  arms  a  chief  of  royal  blood, 
What  may  notlfrael  hope,  and  what  applaafe 
Might  fuch  a  general  gain  by  fuch.  a  caufe  ?  296 
Not  barren  praife  alone,  that  gaudy  flower 
Fair  only  to  the  fight,  but  folid  powfir  ; 
And  nobler  is  a  limited  command,  ^ 

Given  by  the  love  of  all  your  native  land,'    soo 

Ver.  291  •  — —  and  'tis  their  general  cry}]  Firfl  edition* 
and  'tis  the  general  cry.  •  *         • 
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Than  a  fucceffive  title,  long  and  dark, 
Drawn  from  the  mouldy  rolls  of  Noah's  ark. 
What  cannot  praife  effeft  in  mighty  minds, 
When  flattery  fooths,  and  whenambition blinds? 
Defire  of  power,  on  earth  a  vicious  weed,      305 
Yet  fprung  from  high  is  of  celeftial  feed : 
In  God  'tis  glory  ;  and  when  men  afpire, 
Tis  but  a  fpark  too  much  of  heavenly  fire. 
The  ambitious  youth  too  covetous  of  fame, 
Too  full  of  angel's  metal  in  his  frame,  sxq 

Unwarily  was  led  from  virtue's  ways, 
Made  drunk  with  honour,  and  debauch'd  with 

praife. 
Half  loth,  and  half  confenting  to  the  ill, 
For  royal  blood  within  him  ftruggled  ftill, 
He  thus  reply'd. — And  what  pretence  have  I 
To  take  up  arms  for  public  liberty  ?  316 

My  father  governs  with  unqueftion'd  right ; 
The  faith's  defender,  and  mankind's  delight ; 


Ver.  314.  For  royal  blootf]  Firft  edition :  loyal.        *        * 

Ver.  315, And  what  pretence  have  I]    The  feeming  re* 

lu dance  of  Monmouth,  not  yet  totally  depraved,  to  comply 
with  the  dangerous  advice  of  hi*  feduccr,  his  profefiions  of  af- 
fection, loyalty,  and  refpeft  for  his  father,  to  whom  he  fondly 
afcribes  many  virtues  and  excellencies,  and  gratitude  for  favors 
received  from  him,  all  thefe  circumftances  are  ably  and  judi- 
cioufly  painted,  and  the  break  in  his  fpeech  at  line  347,  where 
he  comes  to  mention  the  Duke  of  York  as  fuccefibr'to  the  crown, 
is  particularly  artful.  As  is  the  with  at  line  363,  that  fate  had 
given  his  mind  another  turn,  and  fortune  made  him  either 
greater  or  meaner.  Dr.  J,  Wartoju 
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Good,  gracious,  juft,  obfervant  of  the  laws  ;  319 
And  heaven  by  wonders  has  efpous'd  his  caufe. 
Whom  has  he  wrong'd  in  all  his  peaceful  reign  ? 
Who  fues  for  juftice  to  his  throne  in  vain  ? 
What  millions  has  he  pardon'd  of  his  foes, 
Whom  juft  revenge  did  to  his  wrath  expofe  ? 
Mild,  eafy,  humble,  ftudious  of  our  good  ;    S2S 
Inclined  to  mercy,  and  averfe  from  blood. 
If  mildnefs  ill  with  ftubborn  Ifrael  fuit, 
His  crime  is  God's  beloved  attribute. 
What  could  he  gain  his  people  to  betray, 
Or  change  his  right  for  arbitrary  fway  ?         330 
Let  haughty  Pharaoh  curfe  with  fuch  a  reign 
His  fruitful  Nile,  and  yoke  a  fervile  train. 
If  David's  rule  Jerufalem  difpleafe, 
The  dog-ftar  heats  their  brains  to  this  difeafe. 
Why  then  fhould  I,  encouraging  the  bad,     335 
Turn  rebel  and  run  popularly  mad  ? 
Were  he  a  tyrant,  who,  by  lawlefs  might 
Opprefs'd  the  Jews.,  and  rais'd  the  Jebufite, 
Well  might  I  mourn ;  but  nature's  holy  bands 
Would  curb  my  fpirits  and  reft  rain  my  hands : 
The  people  might  aflert  their  liberty;  341 

But  what  was  right  in  them  were  crime  in  me. 
His  favour  leaves  me  nothing  to  require, 
Prevents  my  wifties,  and  out-runs  defire ; 
What  more  can  I  expe&  while  David  lives  ?  345 
All  but  his  kingly  diadem  he  gives  : 
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And  th^t — But  there  he  paus'd  ;  then  fighing, 

faid— 
Is  juftly  deftind  for  a  worthier  head. 
For  when  my  father  from  his  toils  (hall  reft, 
And  late  augment  the  number  of  the  bleft,  350 
His  lawful  iflue  (hall  the  throne  afcend, 
Or  the  collateral  line,  where  that  (hall  end. 
His  brother,  though  opprefs'd  with  vulgar  fpite, 
Yet  dauntlefs,  and  fecure  of  native  right, 
Of  every  royal  virtue  (lands  pofleft ;  355 

Still  dear  to  all  the  braveft  and  the  bed. 
His  courage  foes,  his  friends  his  truth  proclaim; 
His  loyalty  the  king,  the  world  his  fame. 
His  mercy  e'en  the  offending  crowd  will  find; 
For  fure  he  comes  of  a  forgiving  kind.  360 

Why  (hould  I  then  repine  at  heaven's  decree, 
Which  gives  me  no  pretence  to  royalty  ? 
Yet  oh  that  fate  propitioufly  inclined, 
Had  rais'd  my  birth,  or  had  debased  my  mipd ; 
To  my  large  foul  not  all  her  treafure  lent,    365 
And  then  betray'd  it  to  a  mean  defcent ! 
I  find,  I  find  my  mounting  fpirits  bold, 
And  David's  part  difdains  my  mother's  mold. 

Ver.  367.  I  find,  I  find  my  mounting  fpirits  bold,]   He  had  hit 
eye  on  Virgil's  Nifus  and  Euryalus. 

— —  aliquid  jam  dudum  invadere  magnum 
Mens  agitat  mihi,  nee  placidd  contenta  quiete  eft* 

Bat  the  repetition  I  find,  more  ftrongly  reminds  us  of 

Eft,  hie,  eft  animus  lucis  contemptor. 

John  W-artqx. 
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Why  am  I  fcanted  by  a  niggard  birth  ? 
My  foul  difclaims  the  kindred  of  her  earth ;  370 
And,  made  for  empire,  whifpers  me  within, 
Defire  of  greatnefs  is  a  god-like  fin. 

Him  daggering  fo,  when  hell's  dire  agent 
found, 
While    fainting    virtue   fcarce  maintained  her 

ground, 
He  pours  freih  forces  in,  and  thus  replies :    374 

The  eternal  God,  fupremely  good  and  wife, 
Imparts  not  tbefe  prodigious  gifts  in  vain  : 
What  wonders  are  referv'd  to  blefs  your  reign  ! 
Againft  your  will  your  arguments  have  fhown, 
Such  virtue's  only  given  to  guide  a  throne.  380 
Not  that  your  father's  mildnefs  I  contemn  ; 
But  manly  force  becomes  the  diadem. 
Tis  true  he  grants  the  people  all  they  crave  ; 
And  more  perhaps,  than  fubje&s  ought  to  have ; 
For  lavi(h  grants  fuppofe  a  monarch  tame,     385 
And  more  his  goodnefs  than  his  wit  proclaim. 
But  when  fhould  people  flrive  their  bonds  to 

break, 
If  not  when  kings  are  negligent  or  weak? 
Let  him  give  on  'till  he  can  give  no  more, 
The  thrifty  Sanhedrim  (hall  keep  him  poor;  350 
And  every  fhekel,  which  he  can  receive, 
Shall  coft  a  limb  of  his  prerogative. 
To  ply  him  with  new  plots  (hall  be  my  care  j 
Or  plunge  him  deep  in  fome  expenfive  war;  3S* 

Digitized  by  VjOOQlC 


ABSALOM  AND  ACH1TOPHEL.         833 
Which  when  his  treafure  can  no  more  fupply, 
He  muft,  with  the  remains  of  kingflrip,  buy 
His  faithful  friends,  our  jealoufies  and  fears 
Call  Jebufites,  and  Pharaoh's  penfioners; 
Whom  when  our  fury  from  his  aid  has  torn, 
He  (hall  be  naked  left  to  public  fcorn.  400 

The  next  fucceflbr,  whom  I  fear  and  hate, 
My  arts  have  made  obnoxious  to  the  date ; 
Turn'd  all  his  virtues  to  his  overthrow, 
And  gain'd  our  elders  to  pronounce  a  foe,  ° 
His  right,  for  fums  of  neceflary  gold,  405 

Shall  firft  be  pawn'd,  and  afterwards  be  fold ; 
'Till  time  (hall  ever-wanting  David  draw. 
To  p  $  your  doubtful  title  into  law ; 
If  not,  the  people  have  a  right  fupreme 
To  make  their  kings;    for  kings  are  made  for 

them,  410 

All  empire  is  no  more  than  power  in  truft, 
Which,  when  refum'd,  can  be  no  longer  juft. 
Succeffion,  for  the  general  good  defign'd, 
In  its  own  wrong  a  nation  cannot  bind : 


Ver.411.  All  empire]  He  thinks  he  diffidently  expofes  this 
notion  of  the  origin  and  end  of  government,  by  putting  it  into 
the  mouth  of  a  teeming  profligate  politician.  Yet  this  opinion 
was  held  by  Hooker,  by  Locke,  and  lioadly,  and  many  other 
rational  writers  on  government.  And  his  fucceflbr  was  of  a 
contrary  opinion,  faying, 

Th'  enormous  faith  of  many  made  for  one. 

Dr.  J.  Wahtok, 
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If  altering  that  the  people  can  relieve,  At  5 

Better  one  fuffer  than  a  nation  grieve. 

The  Jews  well  know  their  power ;  ere  Saul  the  j 

qhofe, 
God  was  their  king,  and  God  they  durft  de~ 

pofe. 
Urge  now  your  piety,  your  filial  name, 
A  father's  right,  and  fear  of  future  fame ;     420 
The  public  good,  that  univerfal  call, 
To  which  e'en  heaven  fubmitted,  anfwers  all. 
Nor  let  his  love  enchant  your  generous  mind ; 
*Tis  nature's  trick  to  propagate  her  kind. 
Our  fond  begetters,  who  would  never  die,    425 
Love  but  themfelves  in  their  pofterity. 
Or  let  his  kindnefs  by  the  effe&s  be  try'd, 
Or  let  him  lay  his  vain  pretence  afide. 
God  faid,  he  lov'd  your  father;  could  he  bring 
*A  better  proof,  than  to  anoint  him  king  ?     430 
It  furely  (hew'd  he  lov'd  the  (hepherd  well, 
Who  gave  fo  fair  a  flock  as  Ifrael. 
Would  David  have  you  thought  his  darling  fon  ? 
What  means  he  then  to  alienate  the  crown  ? 
The  name  of  godly  he  may  blufh  to  bear ;     435 
Is't  after  God's  own  heart  to  cheat  his  heir  ? 


Ver.  416.  Better  one  fuffer%han  a  nation  grieve,]  Firft  edition  ; 
miUioJu  *         * 

Ver.  436.  Is't  after  God's  own  heart  to  cheat  his  heir  ?]    The 
firft  edition  has 

'Tis  after  God's  own  heart  to  cheat  his  heir.        »?$y»x«fc. 
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He  to  his  brother  gives  fupreme  command, 
To  you  a  legacy  of  barren  land ; 
Perhaps  the  old  harp,  on  which  be  thrums  his 


Or  fome  dull  Hebrew  ballad  in  your  praife.  440 
Then  the  next  heir,  a  prince  fevere  and  wife, 
Already  looks  on  you  with  jealous  eyes ; 
Sees  through  the  thin  difguifes  of  your  arts, 
And  marks  your  progrefs  in  the  people's  hearts; 
Though  now  his  mighty  foul  its  grief  contains: 
He  meditates  revenge  who  lead  complains ;  446 
And  like  a  lion,  {lumbering  in  the  way, 
Or  deep  diiTembling,  while  he  waits  his  prey, 
His  fearlefs  foes  within  his  diftance  draws, 
Conftrains  his  roaring,  and  contrafts  his  paws ; 
Till  at  the  laft  his  time  for  fury  found,  451 

He  (hoots  with   fudden  vengeance  from  the 

ground ; 
The  proftrate  vulgar  pafTes  o'er  and  fpares, 
But  with  a  lordly  rage  his  hunters  tears. 
Your  cafe  no  tame  expedients  will  aflbrd  :     45$ 
Refolve  on  death,  or  conqueft  by  the  fword, 
"Which  for  no  lefs  a  flake  than  life  you  draw ; 
And  felf-defence  is  nature's  eldeft  law. 


Ver.  447.  AndtikeaUoUy]  Thefe  lines  are  fomc  of  the  moft 
highly-finifhed  and  animated  of  any  in  the  whole  piece.  But  is 
not  Shaftefbury,  by  introducing  this  fine  fimile  in  his  fpeech  to 
Monmouth,  as  much  too  great  a  poet,  as  Mueas  is  in  the  com- 
parifons  he  has  introduced  in  his  narration  to  Dido  in  the  fecond 
and  third  books  of  the  iEueid )  Dr.  J.  Wartok. 
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Leave  the  warm  people  no  confidering  time : 
For  then  rebellion  may  be  thought  a  crime.  46b 
Avail  yourfelf  of  what  occafion  gives, 
But  try  your  title  while  your  father  lives : 
And  that  your  arms  may  have  a  fair  pretence, 
Proclaim  you  take  them  in  the  king's  defence ; 
"Whofe  facred  life  each  minute  would  expofe  465 
To  plots,  from  feeming  friends,  and  fecret  foes. 
And  who  can  found  the  depth  of  David's  foul  ? 
Perhaps  his  fear  his  kindnefs  may  controul. 
He  fears  his  brother,  though  he  loves  his  fon, 
For  plighted  vows  too  late  to  be  undone.       470 
If  fof  by  force  he  wifties  to  be  gain'd : 
Like  women's  lechery  to  feem  conftrain'd. 
Doubt  not :    but,  when  he  moil  afFe&s  the 

frown, 
Commit  a  pleating  rape  upon  the  crown. 
Secure  his  perfon  to  fecure  your  caufe :         475 
They  who  poflefs  the  prince  poflefs  the  laws. 
-    He  faid,  and  this  advice  above  the  reft, 
With  Abfalom's  mild  nature  fuited  beft ;     . 
Unblam'd  for  life,  ambition  fet  afide, 
Not  ftain'd  with  cruelty,  nor  puft  with  pride. 
How  happy  had  he  been,  if  deftiny  48 1 

Had  higher  placed  his  birth,  or  not  fo  high  ! 
His  kingly  virtues  might  have  claim'd  a  throne, 
And  bleft  all  other  countries  but  his  own. 

Ver.46l.  Avail  yourfelf  of what  occafion  gives,]  Firft  edition, 
prevail  $c.  ♦         • 
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!But  charming  greatnefs  iince  fo  few  refufe,  485 
Tis  jufter  to  lament  him  than  accufe. 
Strong  were  his  hopes  a  rival  to  remove, 
With  blandiftiments  to  gain  the  public  love : 
To  head  the  fa&ion  while  their  zeal  was  hot, 
And  popularly  profecute  the  plot*  490 

To  further  this,  Achitopbel  united 
The  malcontents  of  all  the  Ifraelites : 
Whofe  differing  parties  he  could  wifely  join, 
For  feveral  ends,  to  ferve  the  fatoe  defign. 
The  beft,  and  of  the  princes  fome  were  fuch,  495 
"Who  thought  the  power  of  monarchy  too  much; 
Miftaken  men,  and  patriots  in  their  hearts; 
Not  wicked,  but  feduc'd  by  impious  arts. 
By  thefe  the  fprings  of  property  were  bent, 
And  wound  fo  high,  they  crack'd  the  govern- 
ment 500 
The  next  for  intereft  fought  to  embroil  the  ftate, 
To  fell  their  duty  at  a  dearer  rate ; 
And  make  their  Jewifh  markets  of  the  throne ; 
Pretending  public  good  to  ferve  their  own. 
Others  thought  kings  an  ufelefs  heavy  load,  505 
Who  coft  too  much,  and  did  toa  little  good. 
Thefe  were  for  laying  honeft  David  by, 
On  principles  of  pure  good  hufbandry. 
With  them  join'd  all    the  haranguers  of  the 

throng, 
That  thought  to  get  preferment  by  the  tongue. 
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Who  follow  next  a  double  danger  bring,        ill 
Not  only  hating  David,  but  the  king; 
The  Solytnaean  rout ;  well  vers'd  of  old, 
In  godly  faftion,  and  in  treafon  bold ; 
Cowiing  and  quaking  at  a  conqueror's  fword, 
But  lofty  to  a  lawful  prince  reftor'd ;  si(? 

Saw  with  difdain  an  Ethnic  plot  begun, 
And  foorn'd  by  Jebufites  to  be  outdone. 
Hot  Levites  headed  thefe ;  who  pull'd  before 
From  the  ark,  which  in  the  Judges'  days  they 
bore,  520 

Refum'd  their  cant,  and  with  a  zealous  cry, 
Purfu'd  their  old  belov'd  Theocracy  : 
Where  Sanhedrim  and  f>rieft  enflav'd  the  nar 

tion, 
And  juftified  their  fpoils  by  infpiration  : 
For  who  fo  fit  to  reign  as  Aaron's  race,        525 
If  once  dominion  they  could  found  in  grace  I 
Thefe  led  the  pack;  though  not  of  fureft  fcent, 
Yet  deepeft  mouth 'd  againfi  the  government. 
A  numerous  hoft  of  dreaming  faints  fucceed, 
Of  the  true  old  enthufiaitic  breed  :  53o 

'Gainft  form  and  order  they  their  power   em- 
ploy, 
Nothing  to  build,  and  all  things  to  deilroy. 

Ver.  525.  For  who  fo  Jit  to  reign  as  Aaron's  race,]  In  the  firft 
edition — 


For  who  fo  fit  for  reign  us  Aaron's  race. 
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But  far  more  numerous  was  the  herd  of  fuch, 
Who  think  too  little,  and  who  talk  too  much. 
Thefe  out  of  mere  inftinft,  they  knew  not  why, 
Ador'd  their  fathers'  God  and  property;       536 
And  by  the  fame  blind  benefit  of  fate, 
The  devil  and  the  Jebufite  did  hate  : 
Born  to  be  fav'd,  even  in  their  own  defpite, 
Becaufe  they  could  not  help  believing  right*  540 
Such  were  the  tools :  but  a  whole  Hydra  more 
Remains  of  fp routing  heads  too  long  to  fcore. 
Some  of  their  chiefs  were  princes  of  the  land ; 
.In  the  firft  rank  of  thefe  did  Zimri  (land ; 


Ver.  544.  In  thejirft  rank]  It  will  be  difficult  to  find  in  Horace, 
fioilcau,  or  Pope,  any  pomait  drawn  with  fuch  truth  and  fpirit 
as  this  of  Villiers,  Duke  of  Buckingham.  Pope  entered  the  lifts 
with  his  mafter,  but  has  not  come  up  to  the  vigor,  the  variety 
of  follies  enumerated,  the  nice  difcri  mi  nations  of  foibles  and 
weaknefll'S,  ihe  tone  of  pleafantry  and  contempt,  the  contrari- 
eties and  inconfiflcncics,  enumerated  by  Dryden.  Thefe  lines 
were  intended  as  a  payment  in  full,  for  the  bitter,  but  deferved 
fatire  of  the  Rehcarfal,  acled  about  nine  years  before.  Whe- 
ther Bayes  or  Zimri  be  placed  in  the  more  ridiculous  light,  I 
will  not  determine.  But  undoubtedly,  the  very  unnatural  and 
forced  fentiments,  the  fuftian  and  borabaft  language,  the  inar- 
tificial plots,  the  abfurd  fituations,  and  total  want  of  decorum 
in  our  author*s  plays,  are  expofed  in  the  Rchearfal  with  much 
good  manly  fenfe  and  found  criticifm.  And  I  cannot  but  be 
furprifed  that  Dr.  Johnfon  mould  fpeak  of  this  piece  in  fo  con- 
temptuous a  manner,  calling  it  a  mere  farce,  and  wondering  it 
fhould  be  thought  the  production  of  feverai  wits  united  in  the 
fcheme.  But  Dryden  was  fo  much  his  favourite,  that  he  has 
endeavoured' to  palliate  many  of  his  faults,  and  almoft  to  defend 
his  rhime-tragedies,  faying,  "  that  we  know  not  the  effed  it 
might  have  on  the  paflions  of  an  audience;  but  it  has  this  con- 
venience, that  fentences  ftand  more  independent  on  each  other, 
and  ft ri king  pafiages  are  therefore  eafily  felected  and  retained. 
Thus  the  defcri prion  of  night  in  the  Indian  Emperor,  and  the 
Eife  and  Fall  of  Empire  in  the  Conqueft  of  Granada,. are  more 
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A  man  fo  various,  that  he  feem'd  to  be        US 

Not  one,  but  all  mankind's  epitome : 

frequently  repeated  than  any  lines  in  All  for  Love,  or  Don  Se- 
baftian."  Woe  to  that  tragedy  whole  merit  depends  on  finking 
detached  pafiages,  on  feled  fentences*  and  florid  defcriptions  \ 

Dr.  J.  Wabtoh. 

Ibid.  Zimri 

A  manfo  various,  that  he  feem'd  to  be 
Not  one,  but  all  mankind?*  epitome ;  j 

Was  drawn  for  George  VHliers,  who  fucceeded  to  the  title  of 
Duke  of  Buckingham,  on  the  death  of  his  father,  who  was  mur- 
dered by  Feltou.     "  He  had  fome  wit,  great  vivacity,   was  the 
minifier  of  riot,  the  flave  of  intemperance,  a  pretended  atheift, 
without  honor,  principle,  oeconomy,  or  discretion."     He  had  a 
fine  perfon,  and  the  women  deemed  him  handforae ;  he  was  ca- 
pricious and  farcaftic ;  fung  well ;  told  a  ftory  very  facetioufly  ; 
mimicked  the  failings  of  others  admirably  ;  and  poflefled  ftrong 
powers  for  ridicule ;    verfified  with  eafc :   but  knew  all  his  ac- 
compli m  men  ts,  and  foiled  them  by  his  intolerable  vanity.     He 
had  fhared  in  the  king's  exile,  and  coming  into  pofieffion  of 
more  than  20,0001.  per  annum,  at  the  restoration,  was  a  great 
favorite.     In  1 666  it  was  difcovered,  that  he  had  endeavoured 
to  ftir  up  fuch  of  the  people  that  were  ill-difpofed  to  the  govern- 
ment, becaufe  he  had  been  refufed  the  truft  of  prefident  of  the 
North.     In  the  following  year  he  made  his  peace  at  court,  and 
became  a  member  of  the  Cabal,  which  was  made  up  of  five  mi- 
nifters,  in  whom  alone  the  king  for  fome  time  confided,  and  who 
led  him  into  meafures  that  were  productive  of  all  the  uneafinefs 
he  afterwards  fuftained.     In  1675  he  became  a  favorer  of  the 
nonconforming ;  and  in  the  affairs  of  the  PopinS  plot,  and  bill  of 
exclufion,  (tuck  clofe  to  Shaftefbury,  and,  with  all  his  ftrength 
and  influence,  oppofed  the  court.     Having  at  length  fquandered 
away  almoft  all  his  immenfe  fortune,  with  the  aequifition  of  an 
infamous  character,  he  departed  this  life  in  1687,  lamented  by 
nobody,  according  to  Wood,  at  his  houfe   in  Yorkshire :  but 
Pope  fays,  he  died  in  the  utmoft  miiery,  in  a   remote   inn  in 
Yorkfhire,  having  run  through   a  fortune  of  50/XX)f.  a  year, 
and  been  peflefied  of  fome  of  the  higheft  pofts  in  the  kingdom. 

u  In  the  word  inn's  word  room*  with  mat  half  bung, 
"  The  floors  of  plaifter,  and  the  walls  of  dung; 
"  On  once  a  flock-bed,  but  repaired  with  draw, 
"  With  tape-tied  curtains,  never  meant  to  draw, 
"  The  George  and  Garter  dangling  from  that  bed, 
"  Where  tawdry  yellow  (trove  with  dirty  red  ; 
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Stiff  in  opinions,  always  in  the  wrong ; 
Was  every  thing  by  Harts,  and  nothing  long ; 
But,  in  the  courfe  of  one  revolving  moon,    549 
Was  chymift,  fidler,  ftatefman,  and  buffoon : 
Then  all  for  women,  painting,  rhiming,  drink- 
ing, < 
Befides  ten  thoufand  freaks  that  dy'd  in  think* 

ing. 
Bleft  madman,  who  could  every  hour  employ, 
With  fomething  new  to  wiih,  or  to  enjoy  ! 
Railing  and  praifing  were  his  ufual  themes  ;  555 
And  both,  to  (hew  his  judgment,  in  extremes : 
So  over  violent,  or  over  civil, 
That  every  man  with  him  was  God  or  Devil. 
In  fquandering  wealth  was  bis  peculiar  art : 
Nothing  went  unrewarded  but  defert.  560 

u  Great  Villiers  lies,  alas !  how  changed  from  him* 

"  That  life  of  pleafure,  and  that  foul  of  whim,  j 

"  Gallant  and  gay,  in  Cliefden's  proud  alcove, 

"The  bow*r  of  wanton  Shrewfbury,  and  love; 

"  Or  juft  as  gay  at  council,  in  a  ring  1 

"  Of  miraick'd  ftatefmen,  and  a  merry  king* 

"  No  wit  to  flatter  left,  of  all  his  (lore  1 

"  No  fool  to  laugh  at,  which  he  valu'd  more. 

"  There  vi&or  of  his  health,  of  fortune,  friends. 

"  And  fame;  this  lord  of  ufelefs  thoufands  ends.9 

His  grace  was  the  author  of  feveral  pieces  of  entertainment, 
but  particularly  the  Rehearfal ;  the  Bayes  of  which  he  intended 
for  Dryden,  who  has  fully  avenged  himfelf  in  the  character  of 
Zimri,  with  this  advantage,  that  the  picture  is  an  ex*d  refem* 
blance.  Derrick, 

Ver.550.  Wa$ ckyrtift,  fdkr,jlattfmony  and  buffoon:] 
Scbaenobates,  augur,  medicus,  magus,  omnia  novit* 

John  Wahtoit. 
tol.  x.  R 
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Beggar'd  by  fcota,  vhom  ftill  hd  found  tod 

Ifttej 
He  h*d  hi*  jaft,  and  they  had  his  eftate. 
He  laugh'd  bimfelf  from  qourt ;  then  fought  re- 
lief 
By  forming  parties,  but  could  ne'er  be  chief: 
JTpr,  fpite  of  him,  the  weight  of  bufiqefs  fell  563 
On  Abfalom,  and  wife  Achitophel : 
Thus,  wicked  but  in  will,  of  means  bereft, 
He  left  not  fa&ioo,  but  of  that  was  left. 

Titles  and  Btfroes  'twere  tedious  to  rehearfe 
Of  lords,  below  the  dignity  of  verfe.  570 

Wits,  warriors,  commonwealth Vmeo,  were  the 

beft: 
Kind  hufcwds,  and  mere  nobles,  all  the  reft. 
And  therefore,  in  the  name  of  dulnefe,  be 
The  well-hung  Balaam  and  cold  Caleb  free : 

Ver.  569.  Titles  and  name*]  Fourfcore  years  ago  it  might  have 
been  interefting  and  entertaining  to  have  known  the  particular 
t  hiftories  of  the  perfons  here  enumerated.  Who  enquires  any 
thing  relating  to  bakiam^  who  was  the  Earl  of  Huntingdon ;  to 
Nadab,  Lord  Howard  of  Efcrick ;  to  bull-faced  Jonas,  meaning 
Sir  William  Jones,  a  great  lawyer  of  his  time,  and  mentioned 
by  Burnet  as  having  refuted  the  great  feal ;  to  Shimei,  who  was 
Slingiby  Bethel,  Efq.  famous  for  bis  avarice,  of  whom  our  poet 
feys  coarfelyv 

M  Cool  was  his.  kitchen,  though  his  brains  were  hot  * 

The  only  perfon  of  whom  we  wi/h  to  know  more  was  C0M, 
who  was  Ford  Lord  Grey,  whofe  memoir*  are  vecy  curious. 

Dr.  J.  W  a  avoir. 

Ver.  574*  ■       '        eoU  CWe*]  Lord  Grey,  who  was  child- 
fcfe.    MS.  Note  by  Mr.  LattseU,  Mauke, 
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And' canting  Nadab  let  oblivion  damn,  575 
Who  made  new  porrige  for  the  pefchal  lamb. 

Ver.  575.  And  canting  Nadab  let  obUvion  damn, 

Who  made  new  porrige  for  the  pajckal  lamb.'] 
Nadab  is  Lord  Howard  of  Efcnck,  who  took  the  fecrament 
in  lamb's  wool.    MS.  Note  by  Mr*  Luttrell. 

Malon*. 

Ford,  Lord  Grey  of  Wcrk,  was  ftrengly  attached  to  the  Duke 
of  Monmouth,  a  sealous  promoter  of  Lord  Shaftefbury's  mea- 
fares,  and  a  conftant  opponent  of  the  court.  He  was  a  fmooth 
talker,  pofleffed  of  a  large  eftate,  both  which  accomplifliments 
gave  him  influence  among  the  people.  Being  concerned  in  the 
Ryehoufe-plot,  he  was  arretted,  and  examined  before  the  privy  - 
council,  who  ordered  him  to  the  Tower;  but  when  the  meflen- 
ger,  who  had  the  care  of  him,  brought  him  thither,  the  gates 
were  flrat,  it  being  late,  and  they  could  not  get  in ;  fo  that  they 
fpent  the  whole  night  together,  and  drank  pretty  freely.  In  the 
morning  they  came  to  the  Tower  again  very  early,  the  doors 
not  being  as  yet  opened  ;  and  his  keeper,  who  was  very  drunk| 
felling  afleep,  he  turned  down  towards  the  wharf,  and  taking 
oars,  got  off  to  Holland*  Here  he  joined  his  old  friend  Mon- 
mouth, whom  he  contributed  to  fpirit  up  to  the  rebellion  in 
the  entiling  reign,  that  brought  that  unhappy  nobleman  to  the 
block. 

The  Duke  is  faid  to  have  relied  much  upon  him  to  very  lit- 
tle purpofe ;  for  he  was  charged  With  having  made  a  poor  and 
cowardly  figure  at  Sedgemore,  where  he  headed  the  Duke's  ca- 
valry, which  was,  by  his  daftardly  behaviour,  thrown  into  con. 
fufion,  and  the  king's  forces  obtained  a  complete  vi&ory.  Lord 
Grey  was  taken  at  Holtbridge  in  a  (hepherd's  habit ;  and  the 
duke  himfelf  was  ibon  after  Jeised  in  a  ditch,  difguifed  like  a 
peafant,  with  a  few  peaie  in  his  pocket ;  neither  of  them  be- 
haved  with  compofure  or  equanimity,  and  bot^  were  brought 
prifeners  together  to  London.  Monmouth's' fete  has  Jbeen  al- 
ready taken  notice  of;  but  Lord  Grey's  life  was  faved  by  a  pro- 
per application  of  feveral  fums  of  money ;  Lord  Rochester  hav- 
ing touched  160001.  He  was,  befides,  mean  enough  to  confeft 
every  thing  that  he  knew  relative  to  Monmouth,  or  his  defigns, 
and  even  appeared  as  an  evidence  againft  feveral  perfons :  how- 
ever, he  had  before  ftiptrfated  for  their  lives. 

Lord  Howard  was  bred  up  in  republican  principles ;  he  was  a 
profefled  enemy  to  monarchical  government,  (hick  fait  to  all 
Sbaftewtiry's'feditious  undertakings,  and  was  very  active  to  pro- 
moting riots,  and  oppofing  the  Tory  intereft  in  the  city.    He 

»* 
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Let  friendfliip's  holy  band  fome  names  aflure; 

Some  their  own  worth,  and  fome  let  (corn  fe- 

cure. 
Nor  (ball  the  rafcal  rabble  here  have  place,    579 
Whom  kings  no  titles  gave,  and  God  no  grace : 
Not  bull-fac'd  Jonas,  who  could  ftatutes  draw 
To  mean  rebellion,  and  make  treafon  law. 
But  he,  though  bad,  is  follow'd  by  a  worfe, 
The  wretch  who  heaven's  anointed  dar'd  to  curfe; 

had  been  committed  to  the  Tower,  for  endeavouring  to  perfuade 
Fitzharris,  who  was  tried  for  being  concerned  in  a  feditious  li- 
bel, to  accufe  the  king,  queen,  and  duke,  of  fome  defigns  againft 
the  people's  liberty ;  and  was  actually  engaged  fo  far  in  the 
Ryehoufe-plot,  as  to  have  liftencd  to  a  fcheme  propofed  for 
murdering  the  king.  Lord  Ruffel,  and  fome  other  men  of  ho. 
nor,  linked  in  this  confpiracy,  kucw  of  nothing  but  a  defign  of 
fecuring  his  royal  perfon,  till  fuch  time  as  they  mould  have  ob- 
tained from  him  a  certainty  of  the  fupport  and  firm  eftabli fo- 
ment of  the  Proteftaut  religion,  which  thefe  patriots,  not  with- 
out reafon,  fuppofed  to  be  in  fome  danger. 

A  warrant  being  iflued  out  againft  him  on  this  account,  he 
was  found  bid  in  a  chimney  in  his  own  houfe,  and  when  dragged 
down,  behaved  in  the  moft  contemptible  manner,  bewailing  his 
misfortune  with  tears,  promifing  to  reveal  every  thing  he  knew; 
and  he  kept  his  word,  being  ufed  as  a  witnefs  againft  the  good 
Lord  Ruflel,  and  many  other  people  in  great  euimation :  nor 
did  the  fucceeding  reign  excufe  his  being  Hill  called  upon  to  do 
their  dirty  work,  a  drudgery  of  which  he  complained  in  heavy 
terms.  Derrick. 

Vcr.  576.  Who  made  new  porrige]  I  have  avoided  in  thefe  re- 
marks, the  irkfome,  and,  perhaps,  ufelefs  talk,  of  pointing  out, 
from  time  to  time,  the  many  vulgar,  familiar,  flat,  coarfe. 
and  profaic  cxpreilions,  into  which  our  author  fo  frequently  ami 
unexpectedly  falls,  in  the  midft  of  pauages  remarkably  beau* 
liful : 

medio  de  fonte  leporum 

Surgit  araari  aliquid.  Dr.  J.  Wartok. 

Ver.  $81.  "  Jonas,  who  could  ft ahUa  draw]  Sir  William 

Joues.    He  drew  the  Habeas  Corpus  Ad.       MS.  Luttrell. 

Malokb. 
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Shimei,  whofe  youth  did  early  promife  bring  585 
Of  zeal  to  God  and  hatred  to  his  king ; 
'  Did  wifely  from  expenfive  fins  refrain, 
And  never  broke  the  fabbath,  but  for  gain  : 
Nor  ever  was  he  known  an  oath  to  vent, 
Or  curfe,  unlefs  againft  the  government.       590 
Thus  heaping  wealth,  by  the  moft  ready  way 
Among  the  Jews,  which  was  to  cheat  and  pray: 

Ver.  585.  Shimei,  whofe  youth  did  early  promife  bring]  In  the 
firft  edition : 

Shimei,  whofe  early  youth  did  promife  bring. 

Ibid.    Shimeiy  whofe  youth  did  early  promife  brvig 
Of  zeal  to  God  and  hatred  to  his  kmg  ;] 

Shimeiy  Slingfby  Bethel,  Efq.  by  poll  chofen  one  of  the  flre- 
riffe  for  the  city  of  London,  on  Midfummer-day,  1680,  was  a 
zealous  fanatic,  and  had  been  formerly  one  of  the  committee  of 
fafety ;  however,  to  render  himfelf  fit  for  his  office,  he  received 
the  facrament,  and  renounced  the  covenant,  but  not  his  fa&ous 
principles.  Burnet  calls  him  a  man  of  knowledge,  and  fays  he 
wrote  a  learned  book  about  the  intereft  of  princes ;  but  that  his 
miferable  way  of  living,  and  mifcrly  difpofitinn,  was  very  pre- 
judicial to  his  party,  and  rendered  him  difagreeable  to  every 
body. 

When  the  king,  as  ufual  in  fuch  cafes,  had  changed  Lord 
Stafford's  fentence  from  hanging  to  beheading,  he  officioufly 
and  impudently  petitioned  the  Houfe  ef  Commons,  to  know 
whether  fuch  a  right  was  veiled  in  the  king?  And  he  and  his  col- 
league, Henry  Cornifli,  tampered  with  Fitz- Harris,  while  in 
Newgate,  about  introducing  the  names  of  the  king,  the  queen, 
or  the  duke,  as  concerned  in  the  Popifh  plot;  and  promifing 
him,  in  cafe  he  could  only  trump  up  a  formal  (lory  to  that  pur- 
pofe,  not  only  his  life,  but  restitution  of  his  eliate,  which  had 
been  forfeited  in  the  Irifli  rebellion :  for  Fitz-Harris  was  an 
Irifli  Roman  Catholic. 

Cornifli  was  a  plain-fpoken  honed  republican,  who  temporized 
for  the  good  of  his  party ;  he  was  unjutily  accufed  in  1685  of 
high  treafon,  and  hurried  put  of  the  world  without  being  al- 
lowed time  fufficient  to  prepare  for  his  defence,  for  he  was  tried, 
condemned,  and  executed  in  a  week ;    but  King  James  was 
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The  city  to  reward  his  pious  hate 
Againft  his  mailer,  chofe  bin*  magiftrate. 
His  hand  a  vara  of  juftice  did  uphold ;  $95 

His  neck  was  loaded  with  a  chain  of  gold. 
During  his  office  treafon  was  no  crime ; 
The  fons  of  Belial  had  a  glorious  time : 
For  Shimei,  though  not  prodigal  of  pelf, 
Yet  lov'd  his  wicked  neighbour  as  hiooielf.    $oo 
When  two  or  three  were  gathered  to  declaim* 
Againft  the  monarch  of  Jerufalem, 
Shimei  was  always  in  the  raidft  of  them  : 
And  if  they  curs'd  the  king  when  he  was  by, 
Would  rather  curfe  than  break  good  company. 
If  any  durft  his  fa&ious  friends  accufe,         606 
He  pack'd  a  jury  of  diffenting  Jews ; 
Whole  fellow-feeling  in  the  godly  caufe 
Would  free  the  fuffering  faint  from  human  laws. 
For  laws  are  only  made  to  punifh  thofe         610 
Who  ferve  the  king,  and  to  proteft  his  foes. 
If  any  leifure  time  he  had  from  power, 
(Becaufe  'tis  fin  to  mifemploy  an  hoar,) 

(bortly  after  fo  well  convinced  of  his  innocence,  that  he  reftored 
his  efikate  to  hie  family,  and  condemned  the  two  witnefles  that 
had  appeared  againft  him,  Colonel  Rurafey,  and  Goodenough 
the  attorney,  to  perpetual  imprifonment.  Derrick. 

Ver.  594.  Agak$  his  mqfier,  chqfe  Urn  magiftrate.]  Sheriff. 
MS.  Luttrell.  Malonb. 

Ver.  595.         ■■». a  Tare  tfjtfiu]  Thu»  the  firft  edition.— 
Derrick  reads  voft.  *        • 
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His  bufinefs  was,  by  writing  to  perftiade, 
That  kings  were  ufeleis,  and  a  clog  to  tttde:  6is 
And,  that  bis  noble  ftjle  he  might  refine, 
No  Rechabite  more  (hunn'd  the  fumes  of  wine* 
Chafte  were  his  cellars,  and  hisfhrieval  board 
The  grofsnefs  of  a  city  feaft  abhorr'd :         61$ 
His  cooks  with  long  difofe  their  trade  forgot } 
Cool  was  his  kitchen*    though  hb  brains  wero 

hot. 
Such  frugal  virttle  mahcd  toay  a<*ctife ; 
But  fore  'twas  m&etikry  to  the  Jews : 
For  towns,  once  burnt,  fuch  magiftrates  require 
As  dare  not  tempt  God's  pf  ovidenee  by  fire.  625 
With  fphitual  food  he  fed  his  iemnts  WeH, 
But  free  from  flefli  that  made  the  Jews  rebel ; 
And  MofesMaws  he  held  in  more  account, 
For  forty  days  of  faffing  in  the  rtiouirt. 
To  fpeak  the  reft  who  better  are  forgot,       6so 
Woald  tire  a  well-breathed  witnefs  of  the  plot. 
Yet  Corah,  thou  (halt  from  obbvifcttpafe ; 
Ered  thyfelf,  thou  monumental  brafs, 

Ver.  614.  Hit  buftnrf*  wasy  by  writing  to  perfuadc,  $c]  See  his 
u  Interefl  of  the  feveral  Proteftant  Powers.  Sf  S.  Note  by  Mr. 
LttttreM.  Ma  lone. 

Ver.  6lS.  Chqfle  were  his  cellars,  and  hU  Jhrieoal  board,  $c.] 
He  kept  a  very  poor  and  fcandalous  ftiricvaltry.  MS.  Note  by 
Mr.  LuttreU.  Maloitf. 

Ver.  6*32.  Yet  Corah,]  This  was  Titus  Oates,  the  informer  of 
the  execrable  Popifh  plot,  which  was  fo  loaded' with  abfardi* 
ties  and  inconfiftencies,  that  to  have  believed  it,  is  a  latiJnv 
diigrace  to  the  people  of  this  country.  He  was  hirofelf  the  moft 
infamous  of  men  j  and  among  other  crimes,  had  been  indided 
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High  as  the  ferpent  of  thy  metal  made, 
While  nations  (land  fecure  beneath  thy  (hade. 
What,  though  his  birth  were  bafe,  yet  comets 

rife  636 

From  earthly  vapours,  ere  they  ftiine  in  ikies. 
Prodigious  a&iona  may  as  well  be  done 
By  weaver's  iffue,  as  by  prince's  fon. 
This  arch-atteftor  for  the  public  good  640 

By  that  one  deed  ennobles  all  his  blood. 
Who  ever  afk'd  the  witnefies'  high  race, 
Whofe    oath   with   martyrdom    did   Stephen 

grace? 

Ours  was  a  Levite,  and  as  times  went  then, 
His  tribe  were  God  Almighty's  gentlemen.  6*5 

for  perjury ;  and  been  expelled  from  a  chaplainfbip  in  the  fleet 
on  complaint  of  fome  unnatural  p radices.  So  ample  an  account 
has  been  given  of  the  intended  murders,  maflacres,  and  cruel- 
ties, by  Burnet,  Echard,  North,  and  Hume,  that  they  need 
not,  and  cannot,  be  detailed  in  this  place,  and  are  indeed  fuf- 
ficiently  known.  Oates  for  his  difcovery  was  by  the  Parlia- 
ment recommended  to  the  king,  was  lodged  in  Whitehall,  and 
protected  by  guards,  and  had  a  penflon  of  120*01  a  year.  But 
in  the  fucceeding  reign,  168,5,  this  abandoned- villain  was  con* 
vi&ed  of  the  molt  atrocious  perjury,  6n  the  fulled  and  cleared 
evidence,  was  fined  a  thoufand  marks  on  each  of  two  indict- 
ments, and  fentenced  to  be  whipped  on  two  different  days  from 
Aldgate  to  Newgate,  to  be  impnfoned  for  life,  and  to  be  pillo- 
ried five  times  every  year.  All  this  he  furvived,  and  in  the  fuc* 
seeding  reign,  obtained  a  penfion  of  2001.  a-year. 

Dr.  J.  Wabton. 

Ver.  637.  From  earthly  vapours]  Earthy,  firft  edition. 

Ver.  639.  By  xoeaver's  ifue,  $c.]  Titus  Oates  was  the  fon  of  a 
Weaver.    MS/Note  by  Mr.  LutUell.  Malohb. 
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Sunk  were  bis  eyes,  his  voice  was  barfti  and 

loud, 
Sure  figns  be  neither  choleric  was,  nor  proud : 
His  long  chin  prov'd  his   wit ;   bis  faint-like 

grace 
A  church  vermillion,  and  a  Mofes'  face* 
His  memory,  miraculoufly  great,  650 

Could  plots,  exceeding  man's  belief,  repeat ; 
Which  therefore  cannot  be  accounted  lies,. 
For  human  wit  could  never  fuch  devife. 
Some  future  truths  are  mingled  in  his  book  ; 
But  where  the  witnefs  fail'd,  the  prophet  fpoke  : 
Some  things  like  vifionary  flights  appear  ;    656 
The  fpirit  caught  him  up  the  Lord  knows 

where ; 
And  gave  him  his  rabbinical  degree, 
Unknown  to  foreign  univerfity. 
His  judgment  yet  his  memory  did  excel ;      6(to 
Which  piec'd  his  wonderous  evidence  fo  well, 
And  fuited  to  the  temper  of  the  times, 
Then  groaning  under  Jebufitic  crimes* 
Let  Ifrael's  foes  fufpeft  his  heavenly  call, 
And  ralhly  judge  his  writ  apocryphal ;  665 

Our  laws  for  fuch  affronts  have  forfeits  made : 
»  He  takes  his  life  who  takes  away  his  trade. 

Ver.  656.  Somethings  like  vifionary  flights  appear;]  Firft  edi- 
tion.    Derrick  has Jlight.  *         * 

Ver.  659.  Unknown  to  foreign  univerfity.]    He  pretended   to 
have  taken  a  degree  at  Salamanca*   MS*  Note  by  Mr.  Luttrell. 

Malokb. 
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ftM         ABSALOM  AND  ACHITOPHEL. 
"Were  I  myfelf  in  witnefs  Corah's  place, 
The  wretch  who  did  me  fuch  a  dire  difgrace, 
Should  whet  ray  memory,  though  once  forgot, 
To  make  him  an  appendix  of  my  plot.  671 

His  zeal  to  heaven  made  him  his  prince  defpife, 
And  load  his  perfon  with  indignities. 
But  zeal  peculiar  privilege  affords, 
Indulging  latitude  to  deeds  and  words:         675 
And  Corah  might  for  Agag's  murder  call, 
In  terms  as  coarfe  as  Samuel  us'd  to  Saul. 


Ver.  676.  And  Corah  might  for  Agog*  murder  calif']  Agag, 
Sir  Edmondbury  Godfrey,  a  juftice  of  peace,  before  whom  Oates 
had  made  his  firft  deposition,  and  who  was*  foon  after,  found 
murdered  in  a  ditch  near  Primrofe-hill,  on  the  road  to  Hamp. 
ftead,  his  fword  being  run  quite  through  his  body,  without  any 
effufion  of  blood.  This  was  done,  as  it  was  fuppofed,  with  a 
view  to  make  people  thiuk  he  had  murdered  himfelf ;  whereas, 
in  fad,  his  death  was  occafioned  by  ftrangling,  a  broad  livid 
mark  being  plain  round  his  neck,  which  was  broken,  and  his 
bread  bruifed  in  feveral  places,  as  if  he  had  been  kneeled  or 
trampled  upon*  His  gloves  and  cane  lay  near  him,  his  (hoes 
were  clean,  and  his  money  untouched.  It  is  very  furprifing, 
that  his  murderers  were  never  discovered,  though  Bedloe,  an  in- 
famous wretched  incendiary,  fwore  the  crime  againft  two  or 
three  innocent  people,  who  fuffered  death.  The  Earl  of  Shaftcs* 
bury  took  prodigious  pains  to  force  fome  unhappy  perfons  to 
fwear  it  upon  the  Papifts,  offering  them  5001.  reward,  in  cafe 
they  acquiefced ;  and  menacing  them  in  the  fevereft  manner,  if 
they  refufed.  He  threatened  one  Mrs.  Mary  Gibbons,  a  relation 
ot  Sir  Godfrey's,  that  (he  mould  be  worried  to  death,  as  dogs 
worry  cats,  unlefs  (he  confefied  that  Sir  John  Banks,  Mr.  Pe- 
pys,  and  Mr.  De  Puy,  knew  Something  of  the  murder :  by  his 
rude  behaviour  the  woman  was  thrown  into  fits,  and  her  life  en- 
dangered ;  he  labored  hard  to  induce  the  two  men  who  firft 
found  the  corpfe,  to  lay  the  murder  upon  fome  great  Roman 
Catholic  ;  but  though  they  were  both  in  mean  circumftances,  he 
could  not  pervert  their  honefty.  Nor  had  he  more  fuccefs  with 
Francis  Carrol,  an  honed  common  hackney  coachman,  whom 
fome  of  his  cmiflaries  accufed  ef  having  carried  the  corpfe  in  his 
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ABSALOM  AND  ACHTTOPHEL.         «51 
What  others  in  his  evidence  did  join, 
The  befl:  that  could  be  had  for  love  or  coin, 
In  Corah's  own  predicament  will  fall :  .680 

For  witnefs  is  a  common  name  to  all. 

Surrounded  thus  with  friends  of  every  fort, 
Deluded  Abfalom  forfakes  the  court : 


coach,  to  the  place  in  which  it  was  found.  This  poor  man  was 
confined  in  Newgate  near  two  months,  loaded  with  irons,  en* 
clofed  in  a  dungeon,  the  noifomencfs  of  which  was  contagious, 
and  a&ualiy  kept  from  Thurfday  to  Sunday  without  victuals,  in 
fucb  mifery,  that  he  begged  hard  for  a  knife  to  end  a  wretched 
life,  which  he  faid  he  would  rather  forfeit  than  ftain  his  foul 
with  perjury.  He  was  at  length  difmifled,  after  having  given 
proofs  of  integrity,  that  would  have  done  honour  to  the  moft 
refined  underftanding. 

The  inconfiftencies  and  contradictions  of  the  witnefles,  who 
pretended  to  know  the  circum fiances  of  Sir  Godfrey's  death,  fuf» 
ficiently  acquit  the  different  perfons  who  fuffercd  upon  their  tef- 
timony.  Perhaps  he  was  difpatched  in  reality  by  fome  zealous 
Papifty  who  feared  that  Gates's  information  might  be  prejudi- 
cial to  the  Catholic  intereft,  and  that  the  juftice  might  be  here- 
after fummoned  as  a  fecondary  evidence ;  or  may  be,  it  was 
perpetrated  by  the  contrivers  and  inventors  of  the  Popifli  plot, 
to  throw  the  greater  odium  on  the  court,  and  the  party  they 
meant  to  ruin  :  if  fo,  they  Aicceeded  to  admiration. 

u  Sir  Edmondlbury  Godfrey  was  a  man  ef  a  very  good  cha- 
u  raster,  of  a  referved  melancholy  turn  of  mind,  an  enemy  to 
"  all  perfecution,  and  rather  a  protedor  than  profecutor  of 
14  Nonconforming.  He  had,  with  reluctance,  received  Oates's 
"  information.  As-  to  the  report  that  prevailed  of  his  having 
"  been  murdered  by  the  Papiits,  becaufe  their  violent  enemy, 
*'  it  was  without  any  manner  of  foundation,  for  he  was  upon 
"  good  terms  with  the  party  in  general.  It  has  been  affirmed, 
"  that  he  hanged  himfelf  in  his  own  houfe,  and  that  his  two  bro- 
u  thers,  who  were  his  next  heirs,  had  the  body  conveyed 
"  abroad,  and  the  fword  run  through  it,  that  fo  it  might  be 
"  thought  he  was  aflaflinated,  and  the  crown  thereby  prevented 
"  from  failing  on  his  effe&s."— Burnet,  Echard,  Smollett. 

Derrick. 

Ver.  683.  Deluded  Jtyalm]  I  intended  to  have  pointed  out, 
as  we  paired  along,  the  art  and  dexterity,  of  the  poet  in  adapting 
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Impatient  of  high  hopes,  urg'd  with  renown, 
And  fired  with  near  poffeflion  of  a  crown.      685 
The  admiring  crowd  are  dazzled  with  furprize, 
And  on  his  goodly  perfon  feed  their  eyes.        - 


the  Scripture-flory  to  his  defign ;  but  the  parallel  is  (o  broken 
and  disjointed,  and  fo  imperfectly  purfued,  that  I  was  forced  to 
drop  that  defign.  Dr.  J.  Warton. 

Ver.  6  86.  The  admiring  crowd  are  dazzled  with  furprize, 
And  on  his  goodly  perfon  feed  their  eyes.] 

Here  the  poet  defcribes  the  tour  taken  by  the  Duke  of  Mon- 
mouth after  his  return  from  Holland,  without  the  king's  leave, 
and  with  the  advice  of  Shaftefbury,  to  whofe  councils  he  had 
fatally  refigned  himfelf.  This  progrefs,  he  juftly  obferves, 
though  couched  under  the  notion  of  its  being  made  for  hunting, 
and  the  diverfions  of  the  country,  was,  in  reality,  to  try  how 
the  people  flood  affected;  whether  the  fufpicions  again  ft  the 
queen  and  the  Duke  of  York  were  fufficiently  inculcated,  to 
give  Monmouth  an  opportunity  of  mounting  the  throne,  in  cafe 
of  the  king's  death ;  and  his  ambition  he  difguifed  under  the 
Jpecious  pretences  of  his  being  the  king's  lawful  fon,  whofe  right 
was  fupprcfied  to  make  way  for  an  uncle's  u  fur  pat  ion ;  of  his 
being  the  avowed  champion  of  the  Proteftant  religion,  and  the 
only  one  of  the  royal  family,  who  had  the  courage  openly  to  de- 
clare himfelf  an  enemy  to  Popery  and  flavery. 

With  regard  to  the  make  and  outward  graces  of  Monmouth's 
perfon  (fays  Grammont)  nature  never  formed  a  man  more  com- 
plete. Every  feature  of  his  face  had  a  peculiar  delicacy,  and 
altogether  exhibited  a  countenance,  beautiful  without  effemi- 
nacy, manly,  yet  not  robuft.  His  body  was  finely  formed ;  he 
was  extremely  agile,  fenced  admirably,  and  was  one  of  the  beft 
horfemen  of  his  time  ;  but  he  had  a  foul  very  unequal  to  fuch 
a  tenement.  He  had  no  fentiments  of  his  own ;  his  voice  was 
pleafing;  his  manner  of  exprcflinc  himfelf  captivating;  but 
thefc  accomplishments  were  ufed  only  to  deliver  the  thoughts 
and  words  of  other  people.  He  was  rafh  in  his  undertakings  ; 
irrefolute  and  uncertain  in  the  execution  ;  abject  and  cowering 
in  difirefs;  he  begged  his  life  of  James  II.  with  tears  in  his  eyes. 
That  monarch  treated  his  forrow  (lightly ;  the  queen  infultcd  it. 
When  he  found  he  had  no  hopes  of  life,  he  aflumed  an  air  of 
philofophic  calmnefs,  and  met  death  with  indifference.  He 
was  brave  in  the  field,  felt  for  the  diftrefies  of  humanity,  was 
kind  to  his  inferiors,  and  naturally  very  generous.    With  theft 
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His  joy  conceal'd,  he  fets  himfelf  to  fhow ; 
On  each  fide  bowing  popularly  low  : 
His  looks,  his  geftures,  and  his  words  he  frames, 
And  with  familiar  eafe  repeats  their  dames.  691 
Thus  form'd  by  nature,  furnifh'd  out  with  arts, 
He  glides  unfelt  into  their  fecret  hearts. 
Then,  with  a  kind  compaffionating  look, 
And  fighs,  befpeaking  pity  ere  he  fpoke,      69s 
Few  words  he  faid  ;  but  eafy  thofe  and  fit, 
More  flow  than  Hybla-drops,  and  far  more 
fweet. 
I  mourn,  my  countrymen,  your  loft  eftate  ; 
Though  far  unable  to  prevent  your  fate : 
Behold  a  banifti'd  man  for  your  dear  caufe  700 
Expos'd  a  prey  to  arbitrary  laws ! 
Yet  oh !  that  I  alone  could  be  undone, 
Cut  off  from  empire,  and  no  more  a  fon  ! 
Now  all  your  liberties  a  fpoil  are  made ;         } 
Egypt  and  Tyrus  intercept  your  trade,     705  V 
And  Jebufites  your  facred  rites  invade.  ) 

My  father,  whom  with  reverence  yet  I  name, 
Charm'd  into  eafe,  is  carelefs  of  his  fame ; 
And,  brib'd  with  petty  fums  of  foreign  gold, 
Is  grown  in  Bathfheba's  embraces  old ;  710 

virtues  he  might  have  proved  a  friend  to  his  country,  and  a  pil- 
lar of  the  throne,  had  fortune  thrown  him  into  the  hands  of 
honeft  men ;  for  his  ruin  was  owing  to  his  connections,  not  to 
himfelf.  Derrick. 

Ver.  688.  His  joy  conccafd,]  Firft  edition :  DifmbHngjoy. 
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t54        ABSALOM  AND  ACHITOPHEL. 
Exalts  bis  enemies,  his  friends  deftroys ; 
And  all  his  power  againft  himfelf  employs. 
He  gives,  and  let  him  give,  my  right  away : 
But  why  Should  he  his  own  and  yours  betray  ? 
He,  only  he,  can  make  the  nation  bleed,    715 
And  he  alone  from  my  revenge  is  freed. 
Take  then  my  tears,  with  that  he  wip'd  his  eyes,    j 
*Tis  all  the  aid  my  prefent  power  fupplies : 
No  court-informer  can  thefe  arms  accufe; 
Thefe  arms  may  fons  againft  their  fathers  ufe : 
And  'tis  my  wifti,  the  next  fucceflbr's  reign72i 
May  make  no  other  Ifraelite  complain. 

Youth,  beauty,  graceful  a&ion  feldom  fail ; 
But  common  intereft  always  will  prevail : 
And  pity  never  ceafes  to  be  (hown  725 

To  1  (m  who  makes  the  people's  wrongs  his  own. 
The  crowd,  that  dill  believe  their  kings  opprefs, 
With  lifted  hands  their  young  Mefliah  blefs : 
Who  now  begins  his  progrefs  to  ordain 
With  chariots,  horfemen,  and  a  numerous  train : 
From  eaft  to  weft  his  glories  he  difplays,       731 
And,  like  the  fun,  the  promised  land  furveys. 
Fame  runs  before  him  as  the  morning-ftar, 
And  fhouts  of  joy  falute  bim  from  afar : 
Each  houfe  receives  him  as  a  guardian  god,  735 
And  confecrates  the  place  of  his  abode. 

Ver.  723.  Youth,  beauty,  graceful  aStton feldom  fail ;] 

Tutatur  favor  Euryalum,  lachrymaeque  decora, 
Gratior  et  pulcbro  venions  in  corpora  virtus. 

John  Wartoh^ 
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But  hofpitable  treats  did  moll  commend 
Wife  Iflachar,  his  wealthy  weftern  friend. 
This  moving  cotart,    that  caught  the  people  s 

eyes, 
And  feem'd  but  pomp,  did  other  ends  difguife: 
Achitophel  had  form'd  it,  with  intent  7*t 

To  found  the  depths,  and  fathom  where  it  went, 
The  people's  hearts,   diftinguifh  friends  from 

foes; 
And  try  their  ftrength,  before  they  came  to 

blows. 
Yet  all  was  color'd  with  a  fmooth  pretence  70 
Of  fpecious  love,  and  duty  to  their  prince. 
Religion,  and  redrefs  of  grievances, 
Two  names  that  always  cheat,  and  always  pleafe, 
Are  often  urg'd ;  and  good  king  Davids  Vrfe 
Endangered  by  a  brother  and  a  wife.  75a 

Thus  in  a  pageant  {hew  a  plot  is  made ; 
And  peace  itfelf  is  war  in  mafquerade. 
Oh  foolifh  Ifrael !  never  warn'd  by  ill ! 
Still  the  lame  bait,  and  circumvented  dill ! 


Ver.  738.  wealthy   vxfiern  friend.]    Iflachar  was 

Thomas  Thynne,  Efq.  anceftor  of  the  Marquis  of  Bath,  one  of 
the  mod  opulent  commoners  in  the  kingdom,  and  therefore 
ufually  called  Tom  of  Ten  Thoufand.  He  had  once  been  a  fa* 
vourite  of  the  Duke  of  York,  but  he  afterwards  magnificently 
entertained  the  Duke  of  Monmouth  and  alibis  attendants,  when 
he  made  a  progrefs  into  the  weft,  at  his  noble  houfe  at  Long- 
teat.  Dr.  J.  Wartoh. 

Ver.  742.  To  found  the  depths,]  Firfl  edition :    To  found  the 
depth.  *        * 
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Did  ever  men  forfake  their  prefent  eafe,       755 
In  midft  of  health  imagine  a  difeafe ; 
Take  pains  contingent  mifchiefs  to  forefee, 
Make  heirs  for  monarchs,  and  for  God  decree? 
What  (hall  we  think  P  Can  people  give  away, 
Both  for  themfelves  and  fons,  their  native  fway  ? 
Then  they  are  left  defencelefs  to  the  fword     T6t 
Of  each  unbounded,  arbitrary  lord  : 
And  laws  are  vain,  by  which  we  right  enjoy, 
If  kings  unqueftion'd  can  thofe  laws  deftroy. 
Yet  if  the  crowd  be  judge  of  fit  and  juft,      76s 
And  kings  are  only  officers  in  truft, 
Then  this  refuming  covenant  was  declared 
When  kings  were  made,  or  is  for  ever  barr'd. 
If  thofe  who  gave  the  fcepter  could  not  tie 
By  their  own  deed  their  own  pofterity,  770 

How  then  cou'd  Adam  bind  his  future  race  ? 
I  How  cou'd  his  forfeit  on  mankind  take  place  ? 
I  Or  how  cou'd  heavenly  juftice  damn  us  all, 
VWho  ne'er  confented  to  our  father's  fall  ? 
Then  kings  are  flaves  to  thofe  whom  they  com- 
mand, 775 
And  tenants  to  their  people's  pleafure  Hand. 
Add,  that  the  power  for  property  allow'd 
Is  mifchievoufly  feated  in  the  crowd : 

Vcr.  777.  Add,  that  the  power  for  property  allow'd]    In  the 
firft  edition : 

That  power  which  is  for  property  allow'd. 

*       * 
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For  who  can  be  fecure  of  private  right, 
If  fovereign  fway  may  be  ctifTolv'd  by  might  ?  780 
/Nor  is  the  people's  judgment  always  true : 
(The  moft  may  err  as  groily  as  the  few  ? 
And  faultlefs  kings  run  down  by  common  cry, 
For  vice,  oppreffion,  and  for  tyranny. 
What  ftandard  is  there  in  a  fickle  rout,  785 

Which,  flowing  to  the  mark,  runs  feller  out  ? 
Nor  only  crowds  but  Sanhedrims  may  be 
Infe&ed  with  this  public  lunacy, 
And  fhare  the  madnefs  of  rebellious  times, 
To  murder  monarchs  for  imagined  crimes.     790 
If  they  may  give  and  take  whene'er  they  pleafe, 
Not  kings  alone,  the  Godhead's  images, 
But  government  itfelf  at  length  muft  fall 
To  nature's  ftate,  where  all  have  right  to  all. 
Yet  grant  our  lords  the  people  kings  can  make, 
What  prudent  men   a  fettled   throne  would 

{hake?  796 

For  whatfoe'er  their  fufierings  were  before, 
That   change   they  covet  makes  them  fuflfer 

more. 
All  other  errors  but  difturb  a  ftate ; 
But  innovation  is  the  blow  of  fate.  soo 

If  ancient  fabrics  nod,  and  threat  to  fall, 
To  patch  their  flaws,  and  buttrefs  up  the  wall, 

Vcr.  80S.  To  patch  their^aw,]  Firft  edition  :  tic  flaws, 
vol.  1.  S 
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Thus  far  'tis  doty :  but  here  fix  tbe  marie ; 
For  all  beyond  it  is  to  touch  the  ark. 
To  change  foundations,  caft  the  frame  aneW, 
Is  work  for  rebels,  who  bafe  ends  purfue ;    boS 
At  once  divine  and  human  laws  controul, 
And  mend  tbe  parts  by  ruin  of  the  whole. 
The  tampering  world  is  fubjeft  to  tbiscurfe, 
To  phytic  their  difeafe  into  a  worfe*  sio 

Now  what  relief  can  righteous  David  bring  ? 
How  fatal  'tis  to  be  too  good  a  king ! 
Friends  he  has  few,  fo  high  the  madnefs  grows; 
Who  dare  be  fuch  muft  be  the  people's  foes. 
Yet  fome  there  were,  e'en  in  the  worft  of  days; 
Some  let  me  name,  and  naming  is  to  praife.  sifi 

In  this  fhort  file  Barzillai  firft  appears ; 
Barzillai,  crown'd  with  honour  and  with  years. 
Long  fince,  the  rifing  rebels  he  witbftood 
In  regions  wade  beyond  the  Jordan's  flood  :  s?o 

Ver.  804,  For  M  beyond  it  is  to  touch  the  *rL]  The  firft  edi- 
tion reads  lefs  elegantly,  our  ark.  *        * 

Ver.  817*  /»  this  Jhortfile\  For  honour,  integrity,  confiftency, 
groatnefs  of  mind,  benevolence,  and  juftice,  the  Dvke  of  Or- 
mond,  Barzillai,  feems  to  be  the  very  firft  and  raoft  eminent 
character  that  ever  adorned  the  Enghm  nobility. 

Dr.  J.  Warton. 

Ver.  S19- the  rifag  rebeli  he  vittylood 

In  regions  unjte  beyond  the  Jordan9 $  flood :] 

The  Duke  of  Ormond  adhered  zealooflr  to  the  interest  of  hj» 
fovereign  Charles  I.  in  Ireland,  where,  being  chief  of  a  noble* 
aotient,  and  wealthy  family,  his  power  and  influence  were,  as 
long  as  poflible,  exerted  againft  the  arms  of  Cromwell*  ttut  be- 
ing at  length  obliged  to  yield  to  the  neceflity  of  the  times,  he 
quitted  that  kingdom,  and  accompanied  King  Charles  II.  in  his 
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Unfortunately  brave  to  buoy  the  ftate ; 
But  finking  underneath  his  matter's  fate  : 
In  exile  with  his  godlike  prince  he  moura'd ; 
For  him  he  fufier'd,  and  with  him  return'd.  824 
The  court  he  pra&is'd,  not  the  courtier's  art : 
Large  was  his  wealth,  but  larger  was  his  heart. 
Which  well  the  noblefl  obje&s  knew  to  chufe, 
The  fighting  warrior,  and  recording  mufe. 
His  bed  could  once  a  fruitful  ifliie  boaft ; 
Now  more  than  half  a  fathers  name  is  loft,  sso 
His  eldeft  hope,  with  every  grace  adorn'd, 
By  me,  fo  heaven  will  have  it,  always  mourn'd, 
And  always  honour'd,  ihatch'd  in   manhoods 

prime 
By  unequal  fates,  and  providence's  crime ; 


exile.  After  the  reftoration,  he  was  at  one  and  the  fame  time 
lord  lieutenant  of  Ireland,  ftcward  of  the  houfehold,  groom  of 
the  dole,  and  privy-counfcllor  for  the  three  kingdoms.  Per- 
haps no  man  was  ever  better  beloved,  and  no  man  deferved  it 
better:  he  was  liberal,  brave,  loyal,  andfincere;  a  friend  to 
the  conftitution,  and  a  prote&or  of  the  Protectants.  On  this 
account  he  was  no  favourite  in  the  fucceeding  reign,  and  died  in 
retirement,  without  poll  or  employment,  July  10*88,  aged  fc~ 
venty-nino.  Derrick. 

Ver.  831.  His  chleft  hope,  with  every  grace  adorn*d,]  Thomas 
Earl  of  Oflbry,  Baron  Butler  of  More-Park  by  writ,  eldeft  fon 
of  the  aforefaid  duke,  and  one  of  the  moft  gallant  noblemen  of 
his  time,  lie  behaved  with  great  bravery  in  the  firft  Dutch 
war,  under  Sir  Edward  Spragg;  and  in  thefecond  was  rear-ad- 
miral of  the  blue.  He  was  a  courageous  warrior,  a  prudent 
counsellor,  a  dutiful  fon,  a  kind  friend,  a  liberal  patron,  and  a 
geuorous  man.     He  died  univerfally  lamented  in  1680. 

Derrick. 
s2 
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Yet  not  before  the  goal  of  honour  won,      835 
All  parts  fulfill'd  of  fubje&'and  of  fon : 
Swift  was  the  race,  but  fhort  the  time  to  run 
Oh  narrow  circle,  but  of  power  divine, 
Scanted  in  fpace,  but  perfect  in  thy  line  ! 
By  fea,   by  land,   thy  matchlefs  worth  was 
known,  8*0 

Arms  thy  delight,  and  war  was  all  thy  own : 
Thy  force  infWd  the  fainting  Tyrians  propped : 
And  haughty  Pharaoh  found  bis  fortune  ftopp'd* 
Oh  ancient  honour!  Oh  unconquer'd  hand,  844 
Whom  foes  unpunifh'd  never  could  withftand ! 
But  Ifrael  was  unworthy  of  his  name ; 
Short  is  the  date  of  all  immoderate  fame. 
It  looks  as  heaven  our  ruin  had  defign'd, 
And  durft  not  truft  thy  fortune  and  thy  mind. 


Ver.  842,  Thy  force  infus'd  the  fainting  Tprians  prop'd  .• 

And  haughty  Pharaoh  found  hu  fortune  Jtop'd.] 
Lord  Oflbry  having  married  a  Dutch  lady,  lived  fome  time  in 
Holland,  and  was  of  fignal  fervice  in  preventing  the  progrefc  of 
the  French  arms,  by  his  knowledge  and  advice. 

Derrick. 

Ver.  844.  Oh  ancient  honor  !  Oh  unconquer'd  hand,] 
Heu  pietas,  heu  prifca  fides,  invi&aque  bello 
Dextera!  John  Wartoh. 

Ver.  846.    But  Ifrael  was  unworthy  of  his  name; 

Short  is  the  date  of  all  immoderate  fame.]  In  the 
firft  edition  we  find 

But  Ifrael  was  unworthy,  of  thy  birth, 
Short  is  the  date  of  all  immoderate  worth. 
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'  Now,  free  from  earth,  thy  difencumber'd  foul      . 
Mounts  up,  and  leaves  behind  the  clouds  and/ 

ftarry  pole :  ssi 

From  thence  thy  kindred  legions  mayft  thou 

bring, 
To  aid  the  guardian  angel  of  thy  king. 
Here  flop,  my  mufe,  here  ceafe  thy  painful 

flight: 
No  pinions  can  purfue  immortal  height:       855 
Tell  good  Barzillai  thou  canft  fing  no  more, 
And  tell  thy  foul  (he  ftiould  have  fled  before : 
Or  fled  (he  with  his  life,  and  left  this  verfe 
To  hang  on  her  departed  patron's  hearfe  ? 
Now  take  thy  fteepy  flight  from  heaven,  and 

fee  sGo 

If  thou  canft  find  on  earth  another  he  : 
Another  he  would  be  too  hard  to  find  ; 
See  then  whom  thou  canft  fee  not  far  behind. 
Zadoc  the  prieft,  whom,  fhunning  power  and 

place, 
His  lowly  mind  advanc'd  to  David's  grace.  B65 

Vcr.  858.    emdkftthU  verfe 

To  hang  on  ker  departed  patrmfe  hearfe  ?]  This  al- 
ludes  to  the  cuftora  of  affixing  poems  to  the  pall  or  hearfe.  See 
Milton's  Lat.  Eleg.  ii.  22.  And  his  epitaph  on  the  Marchionefi 
ofWinchefier,  ver.  58,  kc.  Todd. 

Ver.  864.  the  prjeft,]  Sancroft  (Zadoc)  was  ad- 
vanced from  the  deanery  of  St.  Paul's  to  the  fee  of  Canterbury. 
He  had  confidcrable  learning,  but  was  a  man  of  folemn  and 
fullen  gravity  and  deportment.  He  feldom  mixed  in  company, 
but  led  a  ftrid  and  a  fee  tic  life.  He  lived  unmarried,  and  ra- 
ther encouraged  celibacy  in  his  clergy.    He  was  fo  cold,  re- 
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With  him  the  Sagan  of  Jerafafem, 

Of  hofpitabte  foul,  and  noble  ft#m ; 

Him  of  the  weftern  dome,  whofe  weighty  fenfe 

Flows  in  fit  words  and  heavenly  eloquence. 

The  prophets'  fons,  by  fucb  example  led,      bjo 

To  learning  and  to  loyalty  were  bred  : 

For  colleges  on  bounteous  kings' depend, 

And  never  rebel  was  to  arts  a  friend,  * 

To  thefe  fucceed  the  pillars  of  the  laws ; 

Who  beft  can  plead,  and  beft  can  judge  a  caufe, 

ferved,  and  pcevifti,  that  few  loved  him*  He  died  in  a  ftate  of 
reparation  from  the  church ;  but  had  not  the  courage  to  own 
it.  His  death,  fays  Burnet,  ought  to  have  put  an  end  to  the 
fchifm  that  foroe  were  endeavouring  to  raife,  on  the  pretenpe 
that  a  parliamentary  deprivation  was  never  to  be  allowed,  and 
therefore  they  looked  on  Sancroft  as  the  arch bi (hop  frill,  and 
reckoned  Tillotfon  an  ufurper.  Dr,  J.  Warton, 

Ver.    866.     -— = -r   the  Sagan  of  Jervjhkm,]    This  was 

Com p ton,  brother  to  the  Earl  of  Northampton.  Having  car- 
ried arm*  for  fonac  years,  he  was  pafled  thirty  when  he  took  or- 
ders. He  applied  hirafelf  more  to  his  function  than  bifhops, 
fays  Burnet,  bad  commonly  done.  His  preaching  was  without 
much  life  or  learning*  He  was  a  great  patron  of  the  converts 
from  popery,  and  of  thofe  proteftants,  whom  the  bad  ufagc  they 
were  beginning  to  meet  with  in  France,  drove  over  to  us*  Thp 
Duke  of  York  hated  him.  This  was  the  bifhop  that  carried  Hie 
princefs  Anne  to  Nottingham,  in  order  to  join  the  party  of  the 
Prince  of  Orange.  Dr.  J.  Warton. 

Ver.  8jS8.  Bin  of  the  tpffcr/t]  This  was  Doipen,  who  was 
bimop  of  Rochester,  and  fucceeded  Sterne  in  the  arch  bi  (hop rjck 
of  York;  a  roan,  fays  Burnet,  of  more  fpirit  than  difcretton, 
an  excellent  preacher,  but  of  a  free  convcrfation,  which  laid 
him  open  to  much  cenfure  in  a  vitious  court.  During  the  re- 
bellion he  bore  arms,  and  was  made  a  major  by  Charles  I. 

Dr.  J.  *Varton. 

Ver.  875.  Who  hejl  can  pltad,  and  bejt  can  judge  a  caufe.] 
.Firft  edition  : 

Who  beft  couid  plead,  and  belt  can  judge  a  caufe. 
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Next  them  a  train  of  loyal  peers  afcend ;        $76 
Sharp-judging  Adriel,  themufes'  friend. 
Himfelf  a  mufe:  in  Sanhedrims  debate 
True  to  his  prince,  but  not  a  Have  of  date  : 
Whom  David's  love  with  honours  did  adorn,  880 
That  from  his  difobedient  fon  were  torn. 
Jotham  of  piercing  wit,  and  pregnant  thought : 
Endued  by  nature,  and  by  learning  taught, 


Vcr.  S77-  Sharp-judging  Adrul,]  Sheffield,  Earl  of  Mul- 
grave,  Adriel,  was  a  man  of  a  tir.eperfon,  elegant  manners,  and 
insinuating  addrefs.  When  they  were  both  young,  he  paid  his 
addrefs  to  Queen  Anne,  and  to  prevent  a  connection  Charles 
IL  is  faid  to  have  contrived  a  cruel  and  unju&ifiable  fcheme  of 
fending  him  toTangiers  in  a  fhip  fo  craay  as  to  have  drowned 
him.  He  was  always  firm  in  his  attachment  to  James  II.  for 
which,  with  great  liberality,  King  William  once  commended 
him,  and  after  fome  years  took  him  into  favour,  and  gave  him  a 
penfion  of  30001.  a-year.  He  was  a  man  of  wit  and  parts,  not 
a  genius.  His  poems  are  feeble  and  flirafy,  not  with  (landing 
Dryden  has  fo  profufely  praifed  his  Eflay  on  Poetry.  But  the 
profe  is  terfe,  perfpicuous,  and  elegant,  and  his  memoirs  fo  cu- 
rious* that  we  mult  regret  they  were  left  unfinifhed.  He  imi- 
tated the  Casfars  of  the  Emperor  Julian,  a  capital  piece  of  At- 
tire, equal  to  any  part  of  Lucian,  in  a  piece  called  the  AfTem* 
Wy  of  the  gods,  where  many  contemporary  princes  are  Intro* 
dueed.  1  cannot  forbear  mentioning  a  fly  farcafm  on  King 
William,  to  whom  Jupiter  himfelf  is  (aid  to  have  newn  great 
efteem  ;  but  was  fufpected  a  little  of  fome  partiality,  on  account 
of  his  own  proceeding  with  old  father  Saturn. 

Dr.  J.  Wartok. 

Ver.  832.    Jotham  of  piercing  witf]  Firft  edition :  Jothanr  of 
ready  wit.  #  •        • 

Ibid.  ■        of  piercing  wit,]  The  Marquis  of  Halifax,  Jo- 

tham, was,  in  Hume's  opinion,  the  man  who  pofieffed  the  fine  ft 
genius  and  moft  extenfive  capacity  of  all  employed  in  public 
affairs,  by  Charles  II.  Hume  is  of  opinion,  that  the  many  va- 
riations he  was  guilty  of  in  bis  political  conduct,  for  he  voted 
£rft  for  the  excTufiou  bill,  then  for  limitations,  then  for  expe- 
dients, and  was  then  on  good  terms  with  the  Duke,   might  be 
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To  move  aflemblies,  who  but  only  try 'd        884 
The  worfe  awhile,  then  chofe  the  better  fide : 
Nor  chofe  alone,  but  turn'd  the  balance  too  ; 
So  much  the  weight  of  one  brave  man  can  do. 
Huihai,  the  friend  of  David  in  diftrefs ; 
In  public  ftorms,  of  manly  ftedfaftnefs : 
By  foreign  treaties  he  informed  his  youth,      890 
And  join'd  experience  to  his  native  truth. 


the  effe&s  of  his  integrity,  rather  than  of  his  ambition.  Lord 
Orford,  in  his  Noble  Authors,  p.  86,  vol.  ii.  is  of  a  very  dif- 
ferent opinion.  He  wrote  many  pamphlets  on  topics  then  agi- 
tated,  now  forgotten.  His  Advice  to  a  Daughter  is  dill  read* 
Notwithstanding  the  great  change  of  manners,  it  would  beamu- 
fing  to  compare  it  with  Mrs.  Hannah  More's  Stri&ures.  His 
moral,  political,  and  mifcellaneous  thoughts  are  full  of  pene- 
tration and  a  deep  knowledge  of  men  and  manners. 

Dr.  J.  Wabton. 

Ver.  888.  Hv/hai,  the  friend  of  David  indiftrefi  ;]  Laurence 
Hyde,  fecond  fon  to  Edward  the  great  Earl  of  Clarendon,  was 
advanced  to  the  earldom  of  Rochester,  and  made  treafurer  in 
lo~82,  but  removed  from  the  treafury  in  1684,  to  the  office  of 
president  of  the  council,  a  poft  of  more  rank  but  lefs  advantage, 
which  gave  the  lively  Marquis  of  Halifax  occafion  to  fay,  that 
"  he  had  heard  of  many  people  being  kicked  down  flairs,  but 
the  Earl  of  Rochefter  was  the  firft  he  had  ever  known  kicked 
vp*  He  was  incorrupt,  fincere,  warm,  and  violent;  writ 
well,  but  not  a  graceful  fpeaker,  though  fmooth  and  plaufible. 
He  defended  his  father  in  the  Houfe  of  Commons  with  ftrength 
of  argument,  and  power  of  elocution,  that  (hewed  him  matter 
of  great  abilities ;  and  yet  with  fo  much  decency  and  discretion, 
as  not  to  embroil  himfelf  with  his  opponents.  Through  the 
whole  of  King  Charles's  reign,  he  deported  himfelf  with  fo  much 
real  fidelity  to  his  mailer,  and  fuch  prudence,  that  be  was  not 
particularly  pointed  at,  or  ridiculed  by  any  party. 

Dbrrick. 

Ver.  890.  By  foreign  treaties  he  inform*  d  his  youth,]  In  1676 
be  went  on  an  em  bally  to  Poland,  was  one  of  the  plenipoten- 
tiaries at  the  treaty  of  Nimeguen,  and  afterwards  ambaflador 
in  Holland,  where  he  acquitted  himfelf  with  honor.  He  wai 
flrongly  againft  the  bill  of  e*clufion,  Derrick, 
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His  frugal  care  fupply'd  the  wanting  throne ; 
Frugal  for  that,  but  bounteous  of  his  own : 
'Us  eafy  conduft  when  exchequers  flow ; 
But  hard  the  tafk  to  manage  well  the  low  :  895 
For  fovereign  power  is  too  deprefs'd  or  high, 
When  kings  are  forc'd  to  fell,  or  crowds  to  buy. 
Indulge  one  labour  more,  my  weary  mufe, 
For  Amiel :  who  can  Amiel's  praife  refufe  ? 
Of  ancient  race  by  birth,  but  nobler  yet      900 
In  his  own  worth,  and  without  title  great : 
The  Sanhedrim  long  time  as  chief  he  rul'd, 
Their  reafon  guided,  and  their  paffion  cool'd : 
So  dextrous  was  he  in  the  crown's  defence, 
So  form'd  to  fpcak  a  loyal  nation's  fenfe,      905 
That,  as  their  band  was  Ifrael's  tribes  in  fmall, 
So  fit  was  he  to  reprefent  them  all. 
Now  raftier  charioteers  the  feat  afcend, 
Whofe  loofe  careers  his  fteady  {kill  commend  : 
They,  like  the  unequal  ruler  of  the  day,       910 
Mifguide  the  feafons,  and  miftake  the  way : 

Vcr.  899-  v>ho  can  AntieVs  praife]  Sir  Edward  Sey- 
mour, Amiel,  was  a  man  of  high  birth,  being  the  elder  branch 
of  that  family,  of  great  boldtiefs,  vivacity  of  parts,  and  a  grace- 
ful manner,  though  of  infufferable  pride.  Burnet  fays,  he  was. 
the  firft  Speaker  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  that  was  not  bred  to 
the  law.  He  knew  the  houfe  and  every  man  in  it  fo  well,  that 
by  looking  about  he  could  tell  the  fate  of  any  queftton.  Charles 
II.  loved  him  perfonally,  though  he  frequently  voted  againil  hit 
meafures.  But  once  having  voted  for  the  court,  the  king  faid 
to  him,  "  You  were  not  again  ft  me  to-day."  He  immediately 
anfwered— "  No,  fir,  I  was  againil  my  coufcience  to-day." 

Dr.  J,  Wartok. 
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Wbile  he  withdrawn  at  their  mad  labours  fmiles, 
And  fafe  enjoys  the  fabbath  of  bis  toils. 
Thefe  were  the  chief,  a  fmall  but  faithfuh 

band 
Of  worthies,    in   the  breach  who 

ftand, 
And  tempt  the  united  fury  of  the  land, 
With  grief  they  view'd  fuch  powerful  engines 

bent, 
To  batter  down  the  lawful  government* 
A  numerous  fa&ion,  with  pretended  frights, 
In  Sanhedrims  to  plume  the  regal  rights ;     920 
The  true  fucceflbr  from  the  court  remov'd ; 
The  plot,  by  hireling  witnefies,  improv'd. 
Thefe  ills  they  faw,  and,  as  their  duty  bound. 
They  ihew'd  the  king  the  danger  of  the  wound; 
That  no  conceffions  from  the  throne  would 

pleafe,  955 

But  lenitives  fomented  the  difeafe ; 
That  Abfalpm,  ambitious  of  the  crown, 
Was  made  the  lure  to  draw  the  people  down ; 

Ver.  914.  Theft  were  the  chief,]  U  this  be  confidered,  feys 
Pr.  Johnfon,  as  a  poem  political  and  controversial,  it  will  be 
found  to  comprife  all  the  excellencies  of  which  the  fubjed  is 
fufceptible;  acrimony  of  cenfure,  elegance  of  praife,  artful  de* 
lineations  of  characters,  variety  and  vigour  of  fentiment,  happy 
turns  of  language,  and  pirating  harmony  of  numbers;  and  all 
tbefe  raifed  to  fuch  a  height,  as  can  fcarccly  be  found  in  any 
(Other  Englifh  compofitiou,  On  this  exaggerated  panegyric  I 
will  only  beg  leave  to  obfervc,  that  if  this  poem  is  of  a  nature 
purely  and  merely  political  and  controverfial,  it  does  not  par- 
take of  the  eflence  of  real  poetry,  pr.  J.  VYa&ton. 
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That  falfe  Achitophel's  pernicious  hate 
Had  turn'd  the  plot  to  rain  church  and  (late : 
The  council  violent,  the  rabble  worfe  :        931 
That  Shimei  taught  Jerufalem  to  curfe. 

With  all  thefe  loads  of  injuries  oppreft, 
And  long  revolving  in  his  careful  bread 
The  event  of  things,  at  laft  his  patience  tir'd,  935 
Thus,  from  his  royal  throne,  by  heaven  infpir  d, 
The  god-like  David  fpoke  ;  with  awful  fear 
His  train  their  Maker  in  their  mailer  hear. 

Thus  long  have  I,  by  native  mercy  fway'd, 
My  wrongs  difiembled,  my  revenge  delay 'd :  940 
So  willing  to  forgive  the  offending  age ; 
60  much  the  father  did  the  king  affuage. 
But  now  fo  far  my  clemency  they  (light, 
The  offenders  queftion  my  forgiving  right : 
That  one  was  made  for  many,  they  contend ; 
But  'tis  to  rule;  for  that's  a  monarch's  end.    94$ 
They  call  my  tendernefs  of  blood,  my  fear : 
Though  manly  tempers  can  the  longed  bear. 
Yet,  fince  they  will  divert  my  native  courfe, 
Tis  time  to  (hew  I  am  not  good  by  force,      950 
Thofi?  heap'd  affronts  that  haughty  fubjefts 

bring, 
Are  burdens  for  a  camel,  not  a  king, 

Vcr.$S7-  Tie  god-tikt  David]  This  fpcech  of  the  king  is  by 
no  moans  equal  to  ihofc  of  Shatmftmry  and  Monmouth. 

Prf  J.  \Y41WQjr. 
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Kings  are  the  public  pillars  of  the  (late, 
Born  to  fuftain  and  prop  the  nation's  weight : 
If  my  young  Sampfon  will  pretend  a  call       95s 
To  (hake  the  column,  let  him  (hare  the  fall : 
But  oh,  that  yet  he  would  repent  and  live ! 
How  eaiy  'tis  for  parents  to  forgive ! 
With  how  few  tears  a  pardon  might  be  won 
From  nature,  pleading  for  a  darling  fon  !      960 
Poor,  pitied  youth,  by  my  paternal  care, 
Rais'd  up   to  all  the  height  his  frame  could 

bear! 
Had  God  ordain'd  his  fate  for  empire  born, 
He  would  have  given  his  foul  another  turn : 
Gull'd  with  a  patriot's  name,  whofe  modern 

fenfe  96s 

Is  one  that  would  by  law  fupplant  his  prince ; 
The  people's  brave,  the  politician's  tool ; 
Never  was  patriot  yet,  but  was  a  fool. 
Whence  comes  it,  that  religion  and  the  laws 
Should  more  be  Abfalom's  than  David's  caufe? 
His  old  inftru&or,  ere  he  loft  his  place,         971 
Was  never  thought  indu'd  with  fo  much  grace. 
Good  heavens,  how  fa&ion  can  a  patriot  paint! 
My  rebel  ever  proves  my  people's  faint. 

Ver.  957—960.    Thefc  four  verfes  were  added  in  the  fecond 
edition.  *        * 

Ver.  966*    Is  one  that  would  by  law  fupplant  hi*  prince  ;]  The 
firft  edition  has,  ». 

Is  one  that  would  by  law  deftrotf  his  prince* 
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Would  they  impofe  an  heir  upon  the  throne !  975 
Let  Sanhedrims  be  taught  to  give  their  own. 
A  king's  at  leaft  a  part  of  government ; 
And  mine  as  requifite  as  their  confent : 
Without  my  leave  a  future  king  to  chufe, 
Infers  a  right  the  prefent  to  depofe.  980 

True,  they  petition  me  to  approve  their  choice  : 
But  Efau's  hands  fuit  ill  with  Jacob's  voice. 
My  pious  fubje&s  for  my  fafety  pray ; 
Which  to  fecure,  they  take  my  power  away. 
From  plots  and  treafons  heaven  preferve  my 

years,  9*5 

But  fave  me  mod  from  my  petitioners ! 
Unfatiate  as  the  barren  womb  or  grave ; 
God  cannot  grant  fo  much  as  they  can  crave. 
What  then  is  left,  but  with  a  jealous  eye 
To  guard  the  fmall  remains  of  royalty !  990 

The  law  {hall  ftill  direft  my  peaceful  fway, 
And  the  fame  law  teach  rebels  to  obey ; 

Ver.  991.  The  law  Jhall  Jill  dirta]  We  cannot  read  thefe 
words  put  into  the  mouth  of  Charles  II.  without  a  decree  of 
juft  indignation,  when  we  retted  on  fome  ft ri king  tranfactions 
of  his  reign,  particularly  the  appointment  of  that  mkiiftry  called 
the  Cabal. 

All  power  in  England,  Scotland,  and  Ireland,  was  commit- 
ted to  fix  men.  Clifford,  Arlington,  Buckingham,  Aibky 
Cooper,  afterwards  Earl  of  Shaftefoury,  Lauderdale,  and  Ro- 
berts, die  three  lad  of  whom  had  drawn  their  fwords  againft  the 
king's  father.  Clifford  had  railed  himfelf  by  his  great  influence 
in  the  Houfe of  Commons;  Amley  Cooper  had  ftill  greater  in 
the  Houie  of  Lords :  Arlington,  ^tovithftanding  his  fecret  in- 
clinations to  popery,  bad  maintJ^I  connections  with  the  dif- 
fenters.  Buckingham,  favouring  all  fe6b,  becaufehe  was  of  no 
religion  himfelf,  was  a  favourite  of  the  difienters;  Lauderdale 
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Vtftes  (hall  no  more  eftabliih'd  power  ootitroul* 
Such  votes  as  make  a  part  exceed  the  whole. 
Nogroundlefe  clamours  ftmll  my  friends  remove, 
Nor  crowds  have  power  to  punifli  ere  they 

prove ;  996 

For  Gods  and  god-like  kings  their  care  express, 
Still  to  defend  their  fervants  in  diftrefs. 
Oh,  that  my  power  to  faving  were  confin'd ! 
Why  am  I  fore  d,   like  heaven,  againft   myi 

mind,  iooof 

To  make  examples  of  another  kind  ! 
Mud  I  at  length  the  fword  of  jufttce  draw  ? 
Oh  curft  efie&s  of  neceflary  law ! 
How  ill  my  fear  they  by  my  mercy  fcan ! 
[Beware  the  fury  of  a  patient  man.  1005 

had  great  intereft  with  the  prefbytcrians  of  Scotland  :  and 
Sbaftefbury  and  Buckingham  were  fupported  by  the  people,  be* 
caufe  they  pretended  a  reverence  for  their  rights.  This  minif- 
'  try  was  the  mo  A  extraordinary  that  ever  was  com  po  fed ;  &r  the 
king  had  an  unconquerable  diftrult  oi  Shaftelbury  ;  though  di- 
verted with  the  humours  of  Buckingham,  he  was  (hocked  with 
an  advice  which  that  duke  had  given  him  to  procure  a  parlia- 
mentary divorce  from  the  queen,  and  had  once  committed  him 
to  the  Tower,  for  perfonal  offences  againft  himfelf:  Arlington 
and  Buckingham  were  mortal  foes;  and  Buckingham,  Shaftes- 
bury, and  Lauderdale,  were  avcrfe  from  the  influence  of  the 
Duke  of  York  with  his  brother,  becaufe  they  thought  it  inter- 
fered with  their  own ;  or,  at  lead,  the  Duke  believed  that  they 
were  fo  :  but  at  the  interview  at  Dover,  the  Dutchefs  of  Or- 
leans reconciled  Arlington  and  Buckingham,  and  the  king  to 
Buckingham,  and  knit  the  famous  Cabal  firmly  together  in  the 
interefts  of  thatfew  alliance.     See  Echard  and  Dalrymple. 

The  melancholy  fate  of  the  Dutchefs  of  Orleans,  after  her 
return  from  Dover,  fupp<^k  to  have  been  by  poifon,  ordered 
to  be  given  her  by  her  hu(h1^P|who  was  jealous  of  her  intimacy 
with  her  own  brother,  Charles  If.  is  too  well  known,  but  we 
hope  too  atrocious  to  obtain  credit.  Dr.  J.  Wartos. 
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Law  they  require*  let  Law  then  (hew  her  face ; 
They  could  not  be  content  to  look  on  Grace* 
Her  hinder  parts,  but  with  a  daring  eye 
To  tempt  the  terror  of  her  front  and  die- 
By  their  own  arts  'tis  righteoufly  decreed*  1010 
Thofe  dire  artificers  of  death  (hall  bleed* 
Againft  themfelves  their  witnefles  will  fwear, 
Till  viper-like  their  mother  plot  they  tear; 
And  fuck  for  nutriment  that  bloody  gore, 
Which  was  their  principle  of  life  before.       1015 
Their  Belial  with  their  Beelzebub  will  fight ; 
Thus  on  my  foes,  my  foes  (hall  do  me  right. 
Nor  doubt  the  event :  for  fa&ious  crowds  en- 

gage, 
In  their  firft  onfet,  all  their  brutal  rage. 
Then  let  'em  take  an  unrefifted  courfe :        1020 
Retire,  and  traverfe,  and  delude  their  force  : 
But,  when  they  (land  all  breathlefs,  urge  the 

fight, 
And  rife  upon  them  with  redoubled  might: 
For  lawful  power  is  ftill  fuperior  found  ; 
When  long  driven  back  at  length  it  (lands  the 

ground.  102$ 

Ver.  1010.    By  their  own  arts  'tis  rigfteoif/ty  decreed, 
Thofe  dire  artificer*  of  death  Jhall  bleed.] 
•  Deque  enim  lex  ae^uior  ulla  eft, 

Quam  necis  artifices  arte  pCrire  fua. 

^dr  John  Warton. 

Ver.  1012.  Jgaiqfi  themfihj0tMf  »&?#*  uillfwcar,]  Al- 
luding to  the  inconfiftencies  jfBJIBntradidions  of  Dr.  Gates, 
Captain  Bedloe,  and  other  witnenes,  made  ufe  of  to  fupport  the 
credit  of  the  Popiih  plot.  Derrick, 
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He  faid :  The  Almighty  nodding  gave  con* 
fent; 
And  peals  of  thunder  (hook  the  firmament. 
Henceforth  a  feries  of  new  time  began, 
The  mighty  years  in  long  procefiion  ran : 
Once  more  the  god-like  David  was  reftor'd,  1030 
And  willing  nations  knew  their  lawful  lord. 

Ver.  1028.  ■  a  feries  of  new  time]    It  is  an  undoubted 

fa&,  though  it  may  appear  a  ft  range  aflertion,  that  this  poem, 
once  fo  famous,  is  in  the  prefent  age  but  little  read.  I  hare 
met  with  many  well 'informed  literary  pcrfons,  who  have  frankly 
owned  they  never  went  through  it,  and  knew  little  of  it  but 
from  the  report  of  its  former  celebrity*  So  fhort-lived  and 
tranfitory  is  perfqnal  and  occafional  fa  tire.  The  Dunciad  of 
Pope  begins  to  be  negle&ed.  Dr.  J.  Warton. 

Ver.  1031.  And  willing  nations]  Great  is  the  reader's  difap- 
pointment  at  meeting  with  this  feeble  conclusion,  ha  vine  been 
led  to  expeft  that  fome  important  event  would  be  brought  for- 
ward after  fuch  mighty  preparations*  But  the  radical  fault  of 
the  poem  is,  that  it  conufts  only  of  characters  and  fpeeches, 
without  any  action.  Dr.  J.  Wartok. 
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TO 


THE  READER. 

IN  the  year  1680,  Mr.  Dryden  undertook  the 
poem  of  Abfalom  and  Achitophel,  upon  the  defire 
of  King  Charles  the  Second.  The  performance  was 
applauded  by  every  one ;  and  feveral  perfons  pref- 
fing  him  to  write  a  fecond  part,  he,  upon  declining 
it  himfelf,  fpoke  to  Mr.  Tate*  to  write  one,  and 
gave  him  his  advice  in  the  direQdon  of  it;  and  that 
part  beginning  with 

"  Next  thefe,  a  troop  of  bufy  fpirits  prefe," 

and  ending  with 

"  To  talk  like  Doeg,  and  to  write  like  thee." 

containing  near  two  hundred  verfes,  were  entirely 
Mr.  Dryden's  competitions,  befides  fome  touches  in 
other  places.  Derrick. 

•  This  fecond  part  was  written  by  Mr.  Nahum  Tate,  and  it 
by  no  meaus  equal  to  the  firft,  though  Dryden  corrected  it 
throughout,  and  added  above  two  hundred  lines,  very  eafily 
diftinguifhable  from  the  lame  numbers  of  Tate.  The  charac- 
ters introduced  are  fewer  and  of  lefs  importance,  and  require 
not  fo  much  illuilration.  Few  authors  have  been  friends,  and 
wrote  in  conjunction ;  but  Mr.  Dryden  did  fo  with  Lee  and 
D'Avenant;  Cohnan  with  Thornton  and  Garriek;  Gray  with 
Weft  i  Lloyd  with  Churchill ;  and  Boileau  with  Racine. 

Dr  J.  Wartov* 


t* 
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SINCE  men  like  beafts  each  other's  prey  were 

made, 
Since  trade  began,  and  priefthood  grew  a  trade. 
Since  realms  were  form'd,  none  fure  fo  curft  as 

thofe 
That  madly  their  own  happinefa  oppofe ; 
There  heaven  itfelf  and  god-like  kings,  in  vain  5 
Shower  down  the  manna  of  a  gentle  reign  ; 
While  pamper'd  crowds  to  mad  fedition  run, 
And  monarchs  by  indulgence  are  undone. 
Thus  David's  clemency  was  fatal  grown, 
While  wealthy  fa&ion  aw'd  the  wanting  throne. 
«For  now  their  fove reign's  orders  to  contemn    11 
Was  held  the  charter  of  Jerufalem, 
His  rights  to  invade,  his  tributes  to  refufe, 
A  privilege  peculiar  to  the  Jews ; 

Ver.  9*    Thau  David?*  clemency  was  fatal  groxwtj     In  tht 
ficft  edition  we  find,  Thus  David's  goodnefi  was  e'en  fatal  grown. 
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As  if  from  heavenly  call  this  licence  fell,        is 

And  Jacob's  feed  were  chefen  to  rebel ! 

Achitophel  with  triumph  fees  his  crimes 
Thus  fuited  to  the  madnefs  of  the  times ; 
And  Abfalom,  to  make  his  hopes  fucceed,     19 
Of  flattering  charms  no  longer  (lands  in  need ; 
While  fond  of  change,  though  ne'er  fo  dearly 

bought, 
Our    tribes    outftrip    the    youth's    ambitious 
/'       thought ; 
,/^His  fwifteft  hopes  with  fwifter  homage  meet, 
And  crowd  their  fervile  necks  beneath  his  feet. 
Thus  to  his  aid  while  preffing  tides  repair,    25 
He  mounts  and  fpreads  his  ftreamers  in  the  air. 
The  charms  of  empire  might  his  youth  miflead, 
But  what  can  our  befotted  Ifrael  plead  ? 
Sway'd  by  a  monarch,  whofe  ferene  command 
Seems  half  the  bleffing  of  our  promised  land*  so 
Whofe  only  grievance  is  excefs  of  eafe ; 
Freedom  our  pain,  and  plenty  our  difeafe  ! 
Yet,  as  all  folly  would  lay  claim  to  fenfe, 
And  wickednefs  ne'er  wanted  a  pretence, 
With  arguments  they'd  make  their  treafon  good,  0 
And  righteous  David's  felf  with  danders  load :  3d 
T^iat  arts  of  foreign  fway  he  did  affeft, 
And  guilty  Jebufites  from  law  proteft, 

V€f.  20.    Of  flattering  charms]     Firft  edition  :  Flatteries. 
Ven  33.    Yet  as  all  folly]    Firft  edition:  Yetjinct  all  folly. 
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Whofe  very  chiefs,  convift,  were  never  freed, 
Nay  we  have  feen  their  facrificers  bleed !        40 
Accufers'  infamy  is  urg'd  in  vain, 
While  in  the  bounds  of  fenfe  they  did  contain ; 
But  foonthey  launchtinto  the  unfathom'd  tide, 
And  in  the  depths  they  knew  difdain'd  to  ride. 
For  probable  difcoveries  to  difpenfe,  45 

Was  thought  below  a  penfion'd  evidence ; 
Mere  truth  was  dull,  nor  fuited  with  the  port 
Of  pamper'd  Corah  when  advanced  to  court. 
No  lefs  than  wonders  now  they  will  impofe, 
And  proje&s  void  of  grace  or  fenfe  difclofe.   50 
Such  was  the  charge  on  pious  Michal  brought, 
Michal  that  ne  er  was  cruel  even  in  thought, 
The  bed  of  queens,  and  raoft  obedient  wife, 
Impeach'd  of  curft  defigns  on  David's  life  1 

Ver.  51*  Such  was  the  charge  on  pious  Michal  brought,]  Firft 
edition.    Derrick  incorrectly  has  change.  #        • 

Ver.  53.  The  btfi  of  querns,]  Of  all  the  nations  in  Europe, 
the  Portuguefe  were,  and  (till  are,  the  mod  ignorant,  and  moil 
bigotted.  Of  all  perfons  that  could  be  imagined,  Catharine  of 
Portugal  was  the  mod  improper  wife  for  a  gaj  and  fpirited 
prince.  At  her  very  firft  appearance  at  court,  (he  retained  and 
(hewed  a  ftrong  tin&ure  of  the  convent.  She  even  rejected  the 
Englifti  drefs,  and  the  ufual  attendance  of  the  Engti(h  ladies, 
and  was  only  fond  of  her  (tiff,  referred,  and  formal  duennas,  who 
were  the  fcorn  and  the  jeft  of  the  whole  court.  When  (he  was 
married  at  Winchefter  by  the  Archbifliop  of  Canterbury,  (he 
would  not  repeat  after  him  the  words  of  the  matrimonial  fervice, 
nor  endure  the  fight  of  the  Archbifliop.  She  proved,  fays  Bur- 
net* a  barren  wife,  and  was  a  woman  of  a  mean  appearance, 
And  of  no  agreeable  temper ;  fo  that  the  King  never  confidered 
her  much,  and  (he  made  ever  after  but  a  very  mean  figure.  I 
cannot  forbear  adding,  that  Charles  IK  had  the  merit  of  not 
liftening  to  fome  propofals  bafely  made  to  him,  either  of  a  di« 
vorce,  or  of  fending  her  away  to  another  country. 

Dr.  J.  Wartojt. 
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His  life,  the  theme  of  her  eternal  prayer,      5; 
9Tis  fcarpe  fo  much  his  guardian  angel's  care. 
Not  fummer  ptorns  fuch  roikjneft  can  difclofe, 
The  Henqon  liliy,  nor  the  Sharon  rofe. 
Neglecting  each  vain  pomp  of  inajefty, 
Traqfpor^ed  Michal   feeds   her  thoughts  on 

high. 
She  lives  with  angels,  and,  as  angels  do,        ft 
Quits  heaven  fometiraes  to  blefc  the  world 

below. 
Where,  cberilb'd  by  her  bounties*  plenteous 

fpring, 
Reviving  widows  fqoile,  and  orphans  ling.      64 
Oh  1  when  rebellious  Ifrael's  crimes  at  height, 
Are  threatoed  with  her  Lord's  approaching  fete, 
The  piety  of  Michal  then  temain 
In  heaven's  remembrance,  and  prolong  his  reign ! 

Leis  defolation  did  the  peft  purfue, 
That  from  Dan's  limits  to  Beeriheba  flew,      70 
Left  fatal  tbe  repeated  wars  of  Tyre, 
And  left  Jerufalem's  avenging  fire. 
With  gentler  terror  thefe  our  ftate  o*er-ran, 
Than  fince  our  evidencing  days  began ! 
On  every  cheek  a  pale  confufion  fat,  75 

Continued  fear  beyond  the  worft  of  fate ) 
Truft  was  no  more,  art,  fcience,  ufelefs  made, 
AH  occupations  loft  but  Corah's  trade. 
Meanwhile  a  guard  on  modeft  Corah  wait, 
If  not  for  fafety,  needful  yet  for  ftate.  so 
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Well  might  he  deem  each  peer  and  prince  his 

flave, 
And  lord  it  o'er  the  tribes  which  he  could  fave: 
Even  vice  ii)  him  was  virtue— what  fad  fate 
But  for  his  honefty  had  feiz'd  our  ftate  ? 
And  with  what  tyranny  had  we  been  curft,    n$ 
Had  Corah  never  prov'd  a  villain  firft? 
To  have  told  his  knowledge  of  the  intrigue  in 

grofs, 
Had  been,  alas,  to  our  deponent's  lofs : 
The  travelled  Levite  had  the  experience  got, 
To  huiband  well,  and  make  the  belt  of  s  plot ; 
And  therefore  like  an  evidence  of  (kill,  9* 

With  wife  referves  fecur'd  his  penfion  ftill ; 
Nor  quite  of  future  power  himfelf  bereft, 
But  limbos  large  for  unbelievers  left. 
And  now  bis  writ  fuch  reverence  had  got,       9s 
Twas  worfe  than  plotting  to  fufpeft  his  plot 
Some  were  fo  well  convinc'd,  they  made  no  doubt 
Themfelves  to  help  the  founder'd  fwearers  out. 

^  Ver.  96.  'Twa$  worfe  than  plotting  to  fyfp€&  his  plot.]  The 
tide  of  prejudice  ran  fo  ftrongly  in  favour  of  Oates  and  the  other 
witneffes,  after  the  death  of  Sir  Godfrey,  that  to  fpeak  flight* 
ingly  of  them,  or  their  depofition,  was  as  much  as  a  man's  life 
was  worth ;  and  even  the  King  himfelf,  who  faw  the  trick  from 
the  beginning,  did  not  dare  to  fpeak  bis  fentimeats  freely.  He 
did  his  utmoft  to  keep  as  private  as  poffible  fuch  difcoveries  of 
the  fuppofcd  plot,  as  were  communicated  to  him,  the  intentioa 
of  which  his  perfpicuity  foon  canvafled ;  and  he  was  very  angry 
when  Lord  Dan  by,  without  his  leave,  laid  them  before  the  par- 
liament :  "  Now,  (faid  ho)  you  have  laid  the  foundation  of  your 
own  ruin,  and  of  much  perplexity  for  me/'  The  fequel  proved 
his  Majefty  a  prophet.  Derrick. 
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Some  had  their  fenfe  imposed  on  by  their  fear, 
But  more  for  intereft  fake  believe  and  fwear :  100 
Even  to  that  height  with  fome  the  frenzy  grew, 
They  rag'd  to  find  their  danger  not  prove  true. 

Yet,  than  all  thefe  a  viler  crew  remain, 
Who  with  Acbitophel  the  cry  maintain ;      10* 
Not  urg'd  by  fear,  nor  through  mifguided  fenfe, 
Blind  zeal  and  ftarving  need  had  fome  pretence, 
But  for  the  good  old  caufe,  that  did  excite 
The  original  rebels'  wiles,  revenge  and  fpight. 
Thefe  raife  the  plot,  to  have  the  fcandal  thrown 
Upon  the  bright  fucceflbr  of  the  crown,       no 
Whofe  virtue  with  fuch  wrongs  they  had  purfu'd, 
As  fecm'd  all  hope  of  pardon  to  exclude. 
Thus,  v?hile  on  private  ends  their  zeal  is  built, 
The  cheated  crowd  applaud  and  (hare  their  guilt. 

Such  pra&ices  as  thefe,  too  grofs  to  lie     115 
Long  unobferv'd  by  each  difcerning  eye, 
The  more  judicious  Ifraelites  unfpell'd, 
Though  ftill  the  charm  the  giddy  rabble  held, 
Ev'n  Abfalom,  amidft  the  dazzling  beams 
Of  empire,  and  ambition's  flattering  dreams,  120 
Perceives  the  plot,  too  foul  to  be  excus'd, 
To  aid  defigns,  no  lefs  pernicious,  usfd. 
And,  filial  fenfe  yet  driving  in  his  bread, 
Thus  to  Achitophel  his  doubts  expreft. 

Why  are  my  thoughts  upon  a  crown  em- 
ployed, 125 
Which  once  obtain  d  can  be  but  half  enjoy  M  ? 
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Not  fo  when  virtue  did  my  arms  require. 
And  to  my  father's  wars  I  flew  intire. 
My  regal  power  how  will  my  foes  refent, 
When  I  myfelf  have  fcarce  my  own  confent  ?  130 
Give  me  a  fon  s  unblemifii'd  truth  again, 
Or  quench  the  fparks  of  duty  that  remain. 
How  flight  to  force  a  throne  that  legions  guard 
The  tafk  to  me ;  to  prove  unjuft,  how.  hard ! 
And   if   the  imagind   guilt  thus  wound  my 

thought,  135 

What  will  it  when  the  tragic  fcene  is  wrought  ? 
Dire  war  muft  firft  be  conjur'd  from  below, 
The  realm  we'd  rule  we  firft  muft  overthrow  ; 
And,  when  the  civil  furies  are  on  wing 
That  blind  and  undiftinguifh'd daughters  fling, ( 
Who  knows  what  impious  chance  may  reach  \ 

the  king  ?  ui. 

Oh !  rather  let  me  perifh  in  the  ftrife, 
Than  have  my  crown  the  price  of  David's  life ! 
Or  if  the  tempeft  of  the  war  he  ftand, 
In  peace,  fome  vile  officious  villain's  hand    us 
His  foul's  anointed  temple  may  invade, 
Or,  preft  by  clamorous  crowds,  myfelf  be  made 
His  murtherer;  rebellious  crowds,  wbofe  guilt 
Shall  dread  his  vengeance  till  his  blood  be 

fpilt. 

Ver.  142.    Oh !  rather  let  me  per\fli\     Firft  edition, 

Or,  rather  let  me,  &c.  #        # 
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Which  if  my  filial  tendcrnefs  oppofe,  iso 

Since  to  the  empire  by  their  arms  I  rofc, 
Thofe  very  arms  on  me  (hall  be  employed, 
A  new  afurper  crown'd,  and  I  deftroy'd : 
The  fame  pretence  of  public  good  will  hold, 
And  new  Achitophels  be  found  as  bold     155 
To  urge  the  needful  change,  perhaps  the  old 

He  laid.     The  ftatefman  with  a  fmile  replies, 
A  fmile  that  did  his  riling  fpleen  difguife, 
My  thoughts  prefum'd  our  labours  at  an  end, 
And  are  we  dill  with  confidence  to  contend  ?  160 
Whofe  want  in  kings,  as  needful  is  allow'd, 
As  'tis  for  them  to  find  it  in  the  crowd. 
Far  in  the  doubtful  paflage  you  are  gone, 
And  only  can  be  fafe  by  preffing  on.  164 

The  crown's  true  heir,  a  prince  fevere  and  wife, 
Has  viewed  your  motions  long  with  jealous  eyes: 
Your  perfon's  charms,  your  more  prevailing  arts, 
And  mark'd  your  progrefs  in  the  people's  hearts, 
Whofe  patience  is  the  effeft  of  ftinted  power, 
But  treafures  vengeance  for  the  fetal  hour,  170 
And  if  remote  the  peril  be  can  bring, 
Your  prefent  danger's  greater  from  the  king. 
Let  not  a  parent's  name  deceive  your  fenfe, 
Nor  truft  the  father  in  a  jealous  prince ! 
Your  trivial  faults  if  he  could  fo  refent,        175 
To  doom  you  little  lefs  than  banifliment, 
What  rage  muftyourprefumptionfinceinfpire? 
Againft  his  orders  your  return  from  Tyre  ? 
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Nor  only  fo,  but  with  a  pomp  more  high, 
And  open  court  of  popularity,  180 

The  factious  tribes— And  this  reproof  from  thee? 
The  prince  replies,  O  ftatefman's  winding  (kill, 
They  firft  condemn  that  firft  advis'd  the  ill ! 
Illuftrious  youth,  returned  Achitophel,  m 

Mifconftrue  not  the  words  that  mean  you  well. 
The  courfe  you  fleer  I  worthy  blame  conclude, 
But  'tis  becaufe  you  leave  it  unpurfu'd. 
A  monarch's  crown  with  fate  furrounded  lies, 
Who  reach,  lay  hold  on  death  that  mils  the 

prize. 
Did  you  for  this  expofe  yourfelf  to  fhow,      190 
And  to  the  crowd  bow  popularly  low  ? 
For  this  your  glorious  progrefs  next  ordain, 
With  chariots,  horfemen,  and  a  numerous  train? 
With  fame  before  you  like  the  morning  ftar, 
And  fliouts  of  joy  faluting  from  afar  ?  19s 

Oh  from  the  heights  you've  reach'd  but  take  a 

view, 
Scarce  leading  Lucifer  could  fall  like  you  ! 
And  muft  I  here  my  (hipwreck'd  arts  bemoan  ? 
Have  I  for  this  fo  oft  made  Ifrael  groan  ? 
Your  (ingle  intereft  with  the  nation  weigh 'd,  200 
And  turn'd  the  fcale  where  your  defires  were 

laid? 
Ev'n  when  at  helm  a  courfe  fo  dangerous  mov'd 
To  land  your  hopes,  as  my  removal  prov'd. 
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I  not  difpute,  the  royal  youth  replies, 
Hie  known  perfe&ion  of  your  policies,  £05 

Nor  in  Achitophel  yet  grudge  or  blame 
The  privilege  that  flatefmen  ever  claim ; 
Who  private  intereft  never  yet  purfu'd, 
But  ftill  pretended  'twas  for  other's  good : 
What  politician  yet  e'er  fcap'd  his  fate,         21a 
Who  faving  his  own  neck  not  fav'd  the  ftate  ? 
From  hence  on  ev'ry  humorous  wind  thatveer'd, 
With  (hifted  fails  a  feveral  courfe  you  fteer'd. 
What  form  of  fway  did  David  e'er  purfue,    214 
That  feem'd  like  abfolute,  but  fprung  from  you  ? 
Who  at  your  inftance  quafht  each  penal  law, 
That  kept  diflenting  fa&ious  Jews  in  awe  ; 
And  who  fufpends  fixt  laws,  may  abrogate, 
That  done,  form  new,  and  fo  enflave  the  ftate. 
Even  property,  whofe  champion  now  you  (land, 
And  feem  for  this  the  idol  of  the  land,         221 
Did  ne'er  fuftain  fuch  violence  before, 
As  when  your  counfel  (hut  the  royal  ftore ; 

Ver.  214.  What  form  of  /way  did  David  e'er  purfue,]  So  the 
4rft  edition.     Derrick  abfurdly  has, 

W 'hat  from  a  fway  &c.  •        • 

Ver.  2l6.  Who  at  your  inftance  quajh'd  each  penal  law,]  Suf- 
pending  the  penal  laws,  and  granting  liberty  of  conference,,  was 
owing  to  the  advice  of  our  Achitophel ;  and  was  an  aflair  of  dan- 
gerous tendency,  as  being  one  great  ftep  towards  enflaving  the 
ftate.  Derrick. 

Ver.  223. Jhut  the  royal  Jtore  ;]     Or  the 

exchequer,  in  the  beginning  of  10*72,  he  being  in  great  want 
of  money;  a*  tranfa&ion    that  occafioned    much  confufion, 
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Advice,  that  ruin  to  whole  tribes  procured, 
Bat  fecret  kept  till  your  own  banks  fecur'd.    225 
Recount  with  this  the  triple  covenant  broke, 
And  Ifrael  fitted  for  a  foreign  yoke ; 
Nor  here  your  counfels  fatal  progrefs  ftaid, 
But  lent  our  levied  powers  to  Pharaoh's  aid. 
Hence  Tyre  and  Ifrael,  low  in  ruins  laid,      230 
And  Egypt,  once  their  fcorn,  their  common  ter- 
ror made. 
Ev'n  yet  of  fuch  a  feafon  can  we  dream, 
When  royal  rights  you  made  your   darling 

theme. 
For  power  unlimited  could  reafons  draw, 
And  place  prerogative  above  the  law ;  231 

Which,  on  your  fall  from  office,  grew  unjuft, 
The  laws  made  king,  the  king  a  Have  in  truft : 
Whom  with  ftate-craft,  to  intereft  only  true, 
You  now  accufe  of  ills  contrived  by  you. 

To  this  Hell's  agent — Royal  youth,  fix  here, 
Let  intereft  be  the  ftar  by  which  I  fleer*       241 

for  there  being  thereby  a  ftagnation  of  all  public  payments,  the 
banks  alfo  (lopped ;  but  the  king  having  aflored  the  bankers  and 
merchants,  that  the  prefent  deficiencies  fhould  be  foon  made 
good,  matters  flowed  again  in  their  proper  channel,  though  it 
was  a  ftretch  of  power  not  eafily  forgotten  or  digefted. 

Derrick* 
Ver.  232.    Frfri  yet  of  fuch  a  fiqfim  can  we  dream,]    Firft 
edition,  Ev'n  yet  of  fuch  a  feafon  we  can  dream. 

Ver.  241.  Let  inttrejt  be  the  fiat  by  which  I  fieer.]  So  the 
firft  edition,  A  reading  evidently  required  by  the  context 
Compare  ver.  238  and  243.    Derrick  has, 

Let  intereft  be  the  ftar  by  which  you  fleer.  *       * 

Digitized  by  VjOOQlC 


58$         ABSALOM  AND  ACHITOPHEL, 

Hence  to  repofe  your  truft  in  me  was  wife, 
Whofe  intereft  molt  in  your  advancement  lies* 
A  tye  fo  firm  as  always  will  avail, 
When  friendftrip,  nature,  and  religion  fail ;  24$ 
On  ours  the  fafety  of  the  crowd  depends, 
Secure  the  crowd,  and  we  obtain  bur  ends, 
Whom  I  will  caufe  fo  far  our  guilt  to  fhare, 
Till  they  are  made  our  champions  by  their  fear. 
What  oppofition  can  your  rival  bring,  250 

While  Sanhedrims  are  jealous  of  the  King  ? 
His  ftrength  as  yet  in  David's  friendship  lies, 
And  what  can  David's  felf  without  fupplies  ? 
Who  with  exelufive  bills  muft  now  difpenfe, 
Debar  the  heir,  or  ftarve  in  his  defence.       25* 
Conditions  which  our  elders  ne'er  will  quit, 
And  David's  juftice  never  can  admit. 
Or  forc'd  by  wants  his  brother  to  betray, 
To  your  ambition  next  he  clears  the  way ; 
For  if  fucceffion  once  to  nought  they  bring,  260 
Their  next  advance  removes  the  prefent  kkig  2 
Perfifting  elle  his  fenates  to  diflblve, 
In  equal  hazard  (hall  his  reign  involve. 
Our  tribes,  whom  Pharaoh's  power  fo  much 

alarms, 
Shall  rife  without  their  prince  to  oppofe  his 

arms; 
Nor  boots  it  on  what  caufe  at  firft  they  join,  266 
Their  troops,  once  up,  are  tools  for  our  defign. 
At  leaft  fuch  fubtle  covenants  fhaU  be  made, 
Till  peace  itfelf  is  war  in  mafquerade* 

y  Google 
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Affbciations  of  myfterious  fenfe,  270 

Againft,  but  feeming  for,  the  king's  defence : 
Ev  n  on  their  courts  of  juftice  fetters  draw, 
And  from  our  agents  muzzle  up  their  law. 
By  which  a  conqueft  if  we  fail  to  make, 
Tis  a  drawn  game  at  worft,  and  we  iecure  our 

ftake.  2fS 

He  faid,  and  for  the  dire  fuccefs  depends 
On  various  fe&s,  by  common  guilt  made  friends. 
Whofe  heads,  though  ne'er  fo  differing  in  their 

creed, 
Fth' point  of  treafon  yet  were  well  agreed. 
'Mongft  thefe,  extorting  Ifhban  firft  appears,  280 
Purfu'd  by  a  meagre  troop  of  bankrupt  heirs. 
Bleft  times,  when  Ifhban,  he  whofe  occupation 
So  long  has  been  to  cheat,  reforms  the  nation  ! 
Ifhban  of  confcience  fuited  to  his  trade. 
As  good  a  faint  as  ufurer  ever  made.  ?85 

Yet  Mammon  has  not  fo  engroft  him  quite, 
But  Belial  lays  as  large  a  claim  of  fpight ; 
Who,   for  thofe  pardons  from  his  prince  ha 

draws, 
Returns  reproaches,  and  cries  up  the  caufe. 

Ver.  280. extorting  IJhbanjirft  appears, 

Purfu'd  by  a  meagre  band  of  bankrupt  heirs.] 
Sir  Robert  Clayton,  an  alderman  of  tbe  city,  and  one  of  its 
members,'  who  remarkably  oppofed  the  court.  Though  he  was* 
very  avaricious,  he  had  offered  a  large  fum  to  be  made  a  peer  ; 
and  thoie  who  conOder  the  king's  wants  will  believe  with  me,  he 
was  forry  the  alderman's  money  was  not  tangible. 

Deerick. 
vol.  1.  U 
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That  year  in  which  the  city  be  did  fway,        290 

He  left  rebellion  in  a  hopeful  way. 

Yet  his  ambition  once  was  found  (o  bold, 

To  offer  talents  of  extorted  gold ; 

Could  David's  wants  have  fo  been  brib'd,  to 

ihame 
And  fcandalize  our  peerage  with  his  name ;  295 
For  which,  his  dear  fedition  he'd  forfwear* 
And  e'en  turn  loyal  to  be  made  a  pec- 
Next  him,  let  railing  Rabfheka  have  place, 
So  full  of  zeal  he  has  no  need  of  grace ; 


Ver.  29$.  ■  - .  ■  *»  railing  Rabjkcka]  Sir  Thomas  Player, 
one  of  the  city  reprefentatives  in  Parliament;  a  fa&ious  blun- 
dering malecontcnt ;  one  of  the  chief  fupportcrs  of  the  Whigs  in 
the  city ;  declared  enemy  of  the  Duke  of  York,  and  ftrongly  for 
the  bill  of  excluOon.  When  he  was  rc-chofen  in  1680-1,  togc* 
tlier  with  Sir  Robert  Clayton,  Thomas  Pilkington,  and  William 
Love,  Efqrs.  many  of  the  Whig  citizens,  in  common- hall  aflenv 
bled,  drew  up  and  prefented  to  him  and  them  an  extraordinary 
paper,  "  giving  them  thanks  for  their  former  good  fervices,. more 
"  cfpecially  for  their  zeal  in  promoting  the  bill  for  excluding 
"  the  Duke  of  York  from  the  fucceffioh,  and  recommending 
"  that  they  would  (till  literally  purfue  the  fame  meafurcs,  and 
"  grant  no  fuppKes  to  the  crown,  till  they  (aw  therafelves 
w  effectually  fecured  from  popery  and  arbitrary  power."  Ajtd 
in  purfuitof  thefe  meafurcs,  the  fubferibing  perfons  promifed  to 
Hand  by  them  with  their  lives  and  fortunes.  * 

Indeed,  addrefles  of  the  fame  nature  were  forwarded  t#  their1 
reprefentatives  from  many  other  parts  of  the  kingdom,  which 
gave  great  uneafinefs  to  the  court,  and  occaiioned  thefe  lines  put 
into  Achitophel's  mouth,  p.  288. 

■  what  can  David's  felf  without  fuppliea? 

Who  with  exclusive  bills  mud  now  difpenfe, 
Debar  the  heir,  or  ftarvc  in  his  defence* 

Derrick. 
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A  faint  that  can  both  flefh  and  fpirit  ufe,      zoo 
Alike  haunt  conventicles  and  the  (lews : 
Of  whom  the  queftion  difficult  appears, 
If  moft  i'  th'  preachers  or  the  bawds'  arrears. 
What  caution  could  appear  too  much  in  him 
That  keeps  the  treafure  of  Jerufalem  1  305 

Let  David's  brother  but  approach  the  town, 
Double  our  guards,  he  cries,  we  are  undone. 
Protefting  that  be  dares  not  fleep  in' s  bed, 
Left  be  fliould  rife  next  morn  without  his  bead. 
/     Next  thefe,  a  troop  of  bufy  fpirits  prefs,  310 
Of  little  fortunes,  and  of  confcience  lefs ; 


Ver#  301.  — —  cmvenfules]  He  accent*  the  word  agaia 
<m  the  third  fyUable  in  the  Mcicd,  line  285.  Thus,  in  a  Colleo 
tion  of  Loyal  Songs,  written  betweea  1639  and  l66l,  vol.  Ih 
p.  16. 

H  But  all  the  parifh  fee  it  plain, 

u  Since  thou  art  in  this  pickle, 
"  Thou  art  an  Independent  quean, 

"  And  lov'ft  a  conventicle."  Todd. 

Vef.  310.  Nest  thefe}  This  was  not  the  only  poem  written 
on  the  political  t  ran  factions  of  thofc  times.  Duke  wrote  one  alfo, 
entitled,  The  Review,  the  beft  and  moft  vigorous,  perhaps,  of  hjs 
compofiriions.  fftr  begins  with  the  Reftoration,  and  pafles  oft 
through  great  part  of  Charles  the  Second's  reign,  but  left  it  un- 
fi niftaed.  The  chara&ers  of  Shaftejbury  and  VilUers  are  particu- 
larly laboured,  but  very  inferior  to  thofe  given  by  Dryden.— 
He  h  particularly,  ami  I  think  blameably,  fevere  on  Lord  C/tf- 
tendvn,  whom  he  calls  Byrfa,  accufing  him  of  takjng  bribes  to 
procure  the  pardon  of  many  notorious  rebels,  and  of  being  privy 
tof  and  promoting  the  marriage  of  his  daughter  with  the  Duke 
of  York,  which  the  chancellor  always  denied  in  the  mod  folemtl 
and  moft  unequivocal  terms.  Dr.  J.  Wartoit. 

u2 
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With  them  the  tribe,  whofe  luxury  had  drain'cf 
Their  banks,  in  former  fequeftrations  gain'd ; 
Who  rich  and  great  by  paft  rebellions  grew, 
And  long  to  filh  the  troubled  ftrearas  anew.  315 
Some  future  hopes,  fome  prefent  payment  draws, 
To  fell  their  confcience  and  efpoufe  the  caufe. 
Such  (Upends  thofe  vile  hirelings  beft  befit, 
Priefts  without  grace,  and  poets  without  wit. 
Shall  that  falfe  Hebronite  efcape  our  curfe,  320 
Judas,  that  keeps  the  rebels'  penfion-purfe ; 


Ver.  3 1 5.  And  long  to  Jijh  the  troubled  dreams  anew.]  Firft 
edition,  —  troubled  waves.  *        • 

Ver.  320,  Shall  that  falfe  Hebronite  efcape  our  curfe,]  Robert 
Fergufon,  a  Scotch  independent  preacher,  fubtle,  plaufiblc, 
bold,  and  daring,  had  for  many  years  preached  and  writ  againft 
the  government  with  great  aniniofity ;  had  weight  among  the 
Whigs  in  the  city,  and  was  a  very  proper  instrument  to  ftir  up 
fedition.  Shaftefbury  knew  his  excellencies,  made  ufe  of  them 
by  confiding  in  him,  and  he  contributed  much  to  the  fuccefe  of 
bis  defigns. 

Fergufon  was  one  of  the  main  fp rings  that  animated  the  Rye- 
houfc-plot,  for  which  he  was  outlawed  both  in  England  and 
France,  a  reward  of  five  hundred  piftolcs  being  offered  for  taking 
bim.  He  had  openly  approved  of  the  confpirators'  intention  to 
murder  the  king  and  his  brother ;  and  a  day  being  appointed  for 
that  parricide,  which  fome  of  the  aflaflins  objected  to  as  being 
Sunday,  he  told  them,  "  The  fanctity  of  the  deed  fitted  the 
•'  fanctity  of  the  day."  He  was  defcribed  thus  remarkably  :— 
"  A  tall  thin  man,  dark  brown  hair,  a  great  Roman  nofe,  thin 
"  jawed,  heat  in  his  face,  fpeaks  in  the  Scotch  tone,  a  (harp 
"  piercing  eye,  ftoops  a  little  in  the  moulders,  hath  a  muffling 
"  gait  that  differs  from  all  men,  wears  his  pcrriwig  down  almott 
"  over  his  eyes,  and  about  forty-five  years  of  age/'  He  efcaped 
to  Holland,  returned,  with  Monmouth  in  1685,  had  the  good  luck 
again  to  fecure  his  retreat,  and  was  rewarded  with  a  good  pofl 
on  the  Revolution ;  but  being  of  a  turbulent  uneafy  difpofition, 
he  turned  tail,  became  a  flrenuous  advocate  for  Jacobitifm  both 
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Judas,  that  pays  the  treafon-writer's  fee, 
Judas,  that  well  deferves  his  namefake's  tree ; 
Who  at  Jerufalem's  own  gates  ere&s 
His  college  for  a  nurfery  of  fe&s;  325 

Young  prophets  with  an  early  care  fecures, 
And  with  the  dung  of  his  own  arts  manures ! 
What  have  the  men  of  Hebron  here  to  do  ? 
What  part  in  Ifrael's  promis'd  land  have  you  ? 
Here  Phaleg,  the  lay  Hebronite,  is  come,    sso 
'Caufe  like  the  reft  he  could  not  live  at  home ; 
Who  from  bis  own  pofleflions  could  not  drain 
An  omer  even  of  Hebronitiih  grain, 
Here  ftruts  it  like  a  patriot,  and  talks  high 
Of  injured  fubje&s,  altered  property :  335 

An  emblem  of  that  buzzing  infe6t  juft, 
That  mounts  the  wheel,  and  thinks  (he  raifes 
duft. 


in  the  reigns  of  King  William  and  Queen  Anne ;  appeared  more 
than  once  a  champion  for  the  banifhed  king,  and  engaged  in 
Schemes  for  his  Reltoration.  Derrick 

Robert  Fergufon,  here  meant,  fays  Mr.  Granger,  was  a  great 
dealer  in  plots,  and  a  proftitute  political  writer  for  different  par- 
ties, and  particularly  for  the  Earl  of  Shaftefbury.  He  ap- 
proached nearer  to  a  parallel  character  with  Oates  than  any 
of  his  contemporaries ;  and  was  rewarded  with  a  place  in  the 
reign  of  William,  though  it  was  well  known  he  merited  a 
halter.  Dr.  J,  Warton. 

Ver.  324*     Who  at  Jerufdtm*  own  gates  erects 

His  college  for  a  nurfery  qffefts,} 
Fergufon  had  a  chapel  near  Moorfields.  Derrick*. 

•  Ver.  334.    Herejtruts  it  like  a  patriot,  and  talks  high 
Of  injur9  dfubjcQs,  alter* d  property  : 
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Can  dry  bones  live  ?  or  (keletons  produce 

The  vital  warmth  of  cuckoldiaing  juice  ? 

Slim  Phaleg  could,  and  at  the  table  fed,        340 

Returned  the  grateful  produ6fc  to  the  bed. 

A  waiting-man  to  traveling  nobles  chofe, 

He  his  own  laws  would  fauciiy  impofe, 

Till  baftinado'd  back  again  he  went, 

To  learn  thofe  manners  he  to  teach  was  fent.  945 

Challiz'd  he  ought  to  have  retreated  home, 

But  he  reads  politics  to  Abfalom. 

For  never  Hebronite,  though  kick'd  and  fcorn'd, 

To  his  own  country  willingly  return'd. 

— But  leaving  familh'd  Phaleg  to  be  fed,      $50 

And  to  talk  treafon  for  bis  daily  bread, 


An  emblem  of  that  buzzing  infeftjuft, 

That  mounts  (he  wheel,  and  thinks j/ie  ra\fes  dujt.') 

Aiufca,  Trochilus  ct  Trotfulus. 

jEflate  media  concitati  fcx  equi, 

Currum  trahentes,  put  re  quatiebant  folum, 

Ciaranque  denlb  pulvere  tegebant  diem. 

Temone  in  ipfo  tenuis  interea  Wens 

O  quantus,  inquit  Mufca,  pre  in  it  cquos  labor, 

Quantufque  fudor  irrigat,  dum  me  trahunt  I 

Sic  praevalenti  cum  feder  evult  trabe, 

Quae  quinque  opimos  facile  fuliineat  boveft, 

PuftlJus  ille,  ex  alituro  gentc  infima, 

Praetentat  illam  trochilus,  ot  fuperfUit 

Similis  timenti,  ferre  ne  ie  non  queat. 

Sic  impudenti  Trofllilorqm  de  grcge 

Aliquis,  inept  us,  adminiftris  imperi   • 

Mult  urn  ex  hi  be  re  fe  negotii  putat, 

Qui,  vivat  ille  an  mortuus  fit,  nefciunr. 

Demiliou'aFab.  ML  Lib.  tv.  Fab.  14. 
Joun  Warton* 


Digitized  by  VjOOQlC 


ABSALOM  AND  ACHITOPHEL.        295 

Let  Hebron,  nay  let  Hell  produce  a  man 

So  made  for  mifchief  as  Ben-Jochanan, 

A  Jew  of  humble  parentage  was  he, 

By  trade  a  Levite,  though  of  low  degree :     355 

His  pride  no  higher  than  the  defk  afpir*d, 

But  for  the  drudgery  of  priefts  was  hir'd 

To  read  and  pray  in  linen  ephod  brave, 

And  pick  up  iingle  fhekels  from  the  grave.     359 

Married  at  laft,  but  finding  charge  come  fafter, 

He  could  not  live  by  God,  but  chang'd  his 

mafter : 
Infpir'd  by  want,  was  made  a  fa&ious  tool, 
They  got  a  villain,  and  we  loft  a  fool. 
Still  violent,  whatever  caufe  he  took, 
But  mod:  againii  the  party  he  forfook.  305 

For  renegadoes,  who  ne'er  turn  by  halves, 
Are  bound  in  confcience  to  be  double  knaves. 
So  this  profe-prophet  took  mod  monftrous  pains 
To  let  his  mafters  fee  he  earn'd  his  gains. 


Vcr.  853-  So  vnadtfor  mifchief]  Ben-Jovhanan  was  Samnd 
Johnibn,  author  of  the  famous  pamphlet  entitled  Julian,  in  which 
he  drew  a  parallel  betwixt  that  apoftate  and  James  II.  And 
alio  of  another  ftill  more  offenfive,  called,  An  Addrefs  to  the 
Englijh  Protfjiants  in  King's  James's  Army.  For  which  he  was 
fentenced  to  (land  in  the  pillory  three  feveral  times,  at  Weftmin- 
fter,  Charing-crois,  and  the  Royal  Exchange,  to  pay  a  fin£  of 
five  hundred  marks,  and  be  whipt  from  Newgate  to  Tyburn* 
The  In  ft  part  of  the  punifliment  was  mildly  executed,  and  he  was 
degraded  from  his  ecclefiaftical  functions  before  it  was  infli&ed. 
Ofall  the  feditious  writers  here  profcribed  by  Dryden,  he  was  a 
man  of  the  greatest  learning  and  beft  morals. 

Dr.  J.  Wartok. 
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Bui  as  the  devil  owes  all  his  imps  a  frame,     370 
He  chofe  the  apoftate  for  his  proper  theme ; 
With  little  pains  he  made  the  pi&ure  true, 
And  from  refle&ion  took  the  rogue  he  drew. 
A  wondrous  work,  to  prove  the  Jewifh  nation 
Ik  every  age  a  murmuring  generation  ;         375 
To  trace  'em  from  their  infancy  of  finning, 
And  (hew  'em  factious  from  their  firft  begin* 

ning. 
To  prove  they  could  rebel,  and  rail,  and  mock, 
Much  to  the  credit  of  the  chofen  flock ; 
A  ftrong  authority  which  mud  convince,      330 
That  faints  own  no  allegiance  to  their  prince. 
As  'tis  a  leading-card  to  make  a  whore, 
To  prove  her  mother  had  turn'd  up  before. 
But,  tell  me,  did  the  drunken  patriarch  blefs 
The  fon  that  lhew'd  his  father's  nakednefs  ?  3*5 
Such  thanks  the  prefent  church  thy  pen  will 

give, 
Which  proves  rebellion  was  fo  primitive. 
Muft  ancient  failings  be  examples  made  ? 
Then  murtherers  from  Cain  may  learn  their 

trade. 
As  thou  the  heathen  and  the  faint  haft  drawn, 
Methinks  the  apoftate  was  the  better  man  :  391 


Vcr.  384.    But,  tell  me,  did  the  drunken  patriarch  blefs]    Tbt 
firft  edition,  by  a  ltrange  error  of  the  prefc,  has  patriot. 
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And  tby  hot  father,  waving  my  refpeft, 
Not  of  a  mother-church  but  of  a  fe&. 
And  fuch  he  needs  mud  be  of  thy  inditing, 
This  comes  of  drinking  afles  milk  and  writing. 
If  Balack  ihould  be  call'd  to  leave  his  place,  396 
As  profit  is  the  loudeft  call  of  grace, 
His  temple  difpoflefs'd  of  one,  would  be 
Replenifh'd  with  feven  devils  more  by  thee. 

Levi,  thou  art  a  load,  I'll  lay  thee  down,  400 
And  (hew  rebellion  bare,  without  a,  gown  ; 
Poor  (laves  in  metre,  dull  and  addle-pated, 
Who  rhime  below  ev'n  David's  pfalms  tran- 

flated  ; 
Some  in  my  fpeedy  pace  I  mud  out-run, 
As  lame  Mephiboiheth  the  wifard's  fon :       405 
To  make  quick  way  I'll  leap  o'er  heavy  blocks, 
Shun  rotten  Uzza,  as  I  would  the  pox ; 
And  haften  Og  and  Doeg  to  rehearfe, 
Two  fools  that  crutch  their  feeble  fenfe  on  verfo; 
Who,  by  my  mufe,  to  all  fucceeding  times  410  1 
Shall  live,  in  fpight  of  their  own  dogrel  rhimes. 

Doeg,  though  without  knowing  how  or  why, 
Made  (till  a  blundering  kind  of  melody ;' 


Ver.  412.  Doeg,  though  without  knotting]  This  chara&er  of 
Elkanah  Settle,  which  is  exquifitely  (atirical,  particularly  lines 
415,  420,  422,  427,  428,  was  certainly  infcrted  by  Dryden, 
whom  he  had  offended  by  writing  pamphlets  for  the  Whigs, 
though  he  afterwards  fuddenly  changed  fides,  and  was  as  violent 
»  defender  of  Tory  principles,  and  wrote  a  poem  of  high  pane* 
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Spurred  boldly  on,  and  daih'd   through  thick 

and  thin, 
Through  fenfeand  nonfenfe,  never  out  nor  in ;  415 
Free  from  all  meaning,  whether  good  or  bad, 
And,  in  one  word,  heroically  mad : 
He  was  too  warm  on  picking- work  to  dwell, 
But  fagotted  his  notions  as  they  fell, 
And  if  they  rhim'd  and  rattled,  all  was  well.  420 
Spiteful  he  is  not,  though  he  wrote  a  fatyr, 
For  ftill  there  goes  fome  thinking  to  ill-nature : 
He  needs  no  more  than  birds  and  beafts  to 

think, 
All  his  occafions  are  to  eat  and  drink. 
If  he  call  rogue  and  rafcal  from  a  garrat,      425 
He  means  you  no  more  mifchief  than  a  parrat ; 

gyric  on  the  coronation  of  James  II.  in  l6°85.  He  was  the  au- 
thor of  feventeen  plays,  now  totally  forgotten.  Me  had  a  pen- 
non from  the  city  for  writing  an  annual  panegyric  on  the  Lord 
Mayor.  Towards  the  end  of  his  life  he  was  reduced  to  great 
poverty,  and  wrote  low  drolls  for  Bartholomew  Fair,  and  was 
reduced  in  his  old  age  to  ad  in  farce  a  dragon,  inclofed  in  a  green 
leather  of  his  own  invention.  To  which  out  witty  fat i rift,  Dr. 
Young,  alludes  in  his  epiftle  to  Pope,  on  the  authors  of  tht 
age  :— 

Poor  Elkaii&h,  all  other  changes  paft, 
For  bread  in  Smithfield  dragons  hifs'd  at  laft : 
Spit  dreams  of  fire  to  make  the  butchers  gape, 
And  found  his  manners  fuited  to  his  fhape* 
Og,  mentioned  afterwards,  who  was  Shadwell,  we  mud  refcrvt 
fpeakiug  of  to  a  more  important  occafion.     I  cannot  forbear 
adding,  that  Drydcn  was  (o  much  mortified  at  the  fuccefs  of  the 
Emperor  of  Morocco,  a  tragedy  of  Settle's,  which  was  even  a&ed 
at  Whitehall  by  the  court-ladies,  that  he  wrote  a  moft  virulent 
and  even  brutal  criticifrn  on  it,  dilated  by  ci\vy%  rage,  and  jea- 
loufy,  from  which  Dr.  Johnfon  has  given  a  long  extract  of  eight 
pages,  which  difgrace  the  pen  of  Drydcn.       Dr.  J.  Warton. 
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The  words  for  friend  and  foe  dike  were  made, 
To  fetter  'em  in  verfe  is  all  his  trade. 
For  almonds  he'll  cry  whore  to  his  own  mother : 
And  call  young  Abfalom  king  David's  brother, 
Let  him  be  gallows-free  by  my  confent,        431 
And  nothing  fuffer  fince  he  nothing  meant ; 
Hanging  fuppofes  human  foul  and  reafon, 
This  animals  below  committing  treafon  ; 
Shall  he  be  hang'd  who  never  could  rebel  ?  43$ 
That's  a  preferment  for  Achitophel. 
The  woman  that  committed  buggary, 
Was  rightly  fentenc'd  by  the  law  to  die ; 
But  'twas  hard  fate  that  to  the  gallows  led 
The  dog  that  never  heard  the  ftatute  read.    440 
Railing  in  other  men  may  be  a  crime, 
But  ought  to  pafs  for  mere  inftinft  in  him  : 
Inftinft  he  follows,   and  no  farther  knows, 
For  to  write  verfe  with  him  is  to  tranfprofe. 
'Twere  pity  treafon  at  his  door  to  lay,  445 

Who  makes  heavens  gate  a  lock  to  its  own  key: 
Let  him  rail  on,  let  his  inve&ive  mufe 
Have  four  and  twenty  letters  to  abufe, 
Which,  if  he  jumbles  to  one  line  of  fenfe, 
Indift  him  of  a  capital  offence.  450 

In  fire-works  give  him  leave  to  vent  his  fpight, 
Thofe  are  the  only  ferpents  he  can  write ; 
The  height  of  his  ambition  is,  we  know, 
But  to  be  mailer  of  a  puppet-fhow, 
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On  that  one  ftage  his  works  may  yet  appear,  455 
And  a  month's  harveft  keeps  him  all  the  year. 
Now  ftop  your  nofes,  readers,  all  and  ibme,*) 
For  here's  a  tun  of  midnight  work  to  come,   r 
Og,  from  a  treafon-tavern  rowling  home.      ) 
Round  as  a  globe,  and  liquor'd  every  chink,    460 
Goodly  and  great  he  fails  behind  his  link  ; 
With  all  this  bulk  there's  nothing  loft  in  Og, 
For  every  inch,  that  is  not  fool,  is  rogue : 
A  monftrous  mafs  of  foul  corrupted  matter,  4<J* 
As  all  the  devils  had  fpew'd  to  make  the  batter. 
When  wine  has  giv'n    him    courage  to  biaC* 

pheme, 
He  curfes  God,  but  God  before  curft  him ; 
And  if  man  could  have  reafon,  none  has  more, 
That  made  his  paunch  fo  rich,  and  him  fo  poor. 
With  wealth  he  was  not  trufted,  for  heaven 
knew  470 

What  'twas  of  old  to  pamper  up  a  Jew ; 
To  what  would  he  on  quail  and  pheafant  fwell, 
That  even  on  tripe  and  carrion  could  rebel  ? 
But  though  Heaven  made  him  poor,  (with  re- 
verence fpcaking) 
He  never  was  a  poet  of  Gods  making  ;         475 
The  midwife  laid  her  hand  on  his  thick  fkull, 
With  this  prophetic  bleffing — Be  thou  dull; 
Drink,  fwear,  mid  roar,  forbear  no  lewd  delight 
Fit  for  thy  bulk,  do  any  thing  but  write : 
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Thou  art  of  lading  make,  like  thoughtlefs  men, 
A  ftrong  nativity — but  for  the  pen ;  48t 

Eat  opium,  mingle  arfenic  in  thy  drink, 
Still  thou  mayil  live,  avoiding  pen  and  ink. 
I  fee,  I  fee,  'tis  counfel  given  in  vain, 
For  treafon  botcht  in  rhime  will  be  thy  bane,  485 
Rhime  is  the  rock  on  which  thou  art  to  wreck, 
*Tis  fetal  to  thy  fame  and  to  thy  neck : 
Why  fhould  thy  metre  good  king  David  blaft? 
A  pfalm  of  his  will  furely  be  thy  laft. 
Dar'ft  thou  prefume  in  verfe  to  meet  thy  foes,  490 
Thou  whom  the  penny  pamphlet  foil'd  in  profe  ? 
Doeg,  whom  God  for   mankind's  mirth  has 

made, 
O'er-tops  thy  talent  in  thy  very  trade ; 
Doeg  to  thee,  thy  paintings  are  fo  coarfe, 
A  poet  is,  though  he's  the  poet's  horfe.         495 
A  double  noofe  thou  on  thy  neck  doft  pull, 
For  writing  treafon,  and  for  writing  dull ; 
To  die  for  fa&ion  is  a  common  evil, 
But  to  be  hang'd  for  nonfenfe  is  the  devil : 
Hadft  thou  the  glories  of  thy  king  expreft,   500 
Thy  praifes  had  been  fatyr  at  the  beft ; 
But  thou  in  clumfy  verfe,  unlickt,  unpointed, 
Haft  ihamefully  defy'd  the  Lord's  anointed : 
I  will  not  rake  the  dunghill  of  thy  crimes, 
For  who  would  read  thy  life  that  reads  thy 

rhymes  ?  505 
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But  of  king  David's  foes,  be  tbis  the  doom, 
May  all  be  like  the  young  man  Abfalom  ; 
And,  for  my  foes,  may  this  their  blefling  be* 
To  talk  like  Doeg,  and  to  write  like  thee/'  1   ^ 
Achitophel  each  rank,  degree,  and  age,    510 
For  various  ends  negle&s  not  to  engage ; 
The  wife  and  rich,  for  purfe  and  counfel  brought, 
The  fools  and  beggars,  for  their  number  fought : 
Who  yet  not  only  on  the  town  depends, 
For  even  in  court  the  fa&ion  had  its  friends ;  515 
Thefe  thought  the  places  they  pofieft  too  fmall, 
And  in  their  hearts  wifti'd  court  and  king  to  fall : 
Whofe  names  the  mufe  difdaining,  holds  i'  thf 

dark, 
Thruft  in  the  villain  herd  without  a  mark ; 
With  parafttes  and  libel-fpawning  imps,        520 
Intriguing  fops,  dull  jefters,  and  worfe  pimps. 
Difdain  the  rafcal  rabble  to  purfue, 
Their  let  cabals  are  yet  a  viler  crew ; 
See  where  involved  in  common  fmoak  they  fit : 
Some  for  our  mirth,  fome  for  our  fetyr  fit :  52s 
Thefe  gloomy,  thoughtful,  and    on  mifchief 

bent, 
While  thofe  for  mere  good  fellowihip  frequest 
The  appointed  club,  can  let  (edition  pafe, 
Senfe,  nonfenfe,  any  thing  to  employ  the  gtafs ; 
And  who  believe,  in  their  dull  honeft  hearts,  530 
The  reft  talk  treafon  but  to  (hew  their  parts ; 
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Who  ne'er  had  wit  or  will  for  mifchief  yet, 
But  pleas'd  to  be  reputed  of  a  fet. 

But  in  the  facred  annals  of  our  plot, 
Imluftrious  Arod  never  be  forgot :  535 

The  labours  of  this  midnightanagiftrate, 
May  vie  with  Corah's  to  preferve  the  ftate. 
In  fearch  of  arms  he  fail'd  not  to  lay  hold 
On  war's  mod  powerful  dangerous  weapon, 

gold. 
And  laft,  to  take  from  Jebufites  all  odds,      540 
Their  altars  pillag'd,  dole  their  very  gods ; 
Oft  would  he  cry,  when  treafure  he  furpriz'd, 
'Tls  Baalifii  gold  in  David  s  coin  difguis'd* 
Which  to  his  houfe  with  richer  reliques  came, 
While  lumber  idols  only  fed  the  flame :         545 
For  our  wife  rabble  ne  er  took  pains  to  enquire, 
What  'twas  he  burnt,    fo  't  made  a  routing 

fire. 
With  which  our  elder  was  enricht  no  more 
Than  fklfe  Gehazi  with  the  Syrian's  ftore ; 


Ver.  534.    But  in  the /acred  annalt  of  our  plot, 
huhflrwui  Arod  never  be  forgot ;] 

Arod,  Sir  William  Waller,  fon  to  him  who  had  done  Co  much 
fervice  to  the  long  parliament.  He  upheld  the  exclufion  bill 
with  all  his  might,  and  took  every  opportunity  of  (hewing  his 
hatred  to  Popery,  by  feeking  out  and  difperfing  the  Papifb, 
when  aflerobled  to  celebrate  divine  fervice  in  their  way.  To 
which,  if  he  was  not  much  mifreprefented,  he  was  Simulated 
rather  in  hopes  of  <poil>  their  akars  being  generally  rich,  than 
out  0/  refped  to  his  country,  or  love  for  religion. 

Derrick. 
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So  poor,  that  when  our  choofing-tribes  were 

met,  650 

Ev  n  for  his  (linking  votes  he  ran  in  debt ; 
For  meat  the  wicked,  and  as  authors  think, 
The  faints  he  chous'd  for  his  defiling  drink ; 
Thus  every  fliift  and  fubtle  method  paft, 
And  all  to  be  no  Zaken  at  the  lad.  sss 

Now,  rais'd  on  Tyre's  lad  ruins,  Pharaoh's 

pride 
Soar'd  high,   his  legions  threatning  for  and 

wide; 
As  when  a  battering  ftorm  ingendred  high, 
By  winds  upheld,  hangs  hovering  in  the  fky, 
Is  gaz'd  upon  by  every  trembling  fwain,         560 
This  for  his  vineyard  fears,  and  that  his  grain ; 


Ver.  555.  ■  ■  all  to  be  no  Zaken  at  the  lajtj]  At  the  chafing 
&  new  parliament  in  the  beginning  of  the  year  16*79,  Sir  Wil- 
liam had,  to  no  purpofc,  endeavoured  to  get  himfelf  chofen 
into  thehoufe ;  and  the  publicans,  who  traded  him  at  this  time 
in  fuch  entertainments  as  he  ordered,  found  it  difficult  to  get 
their  money  from  him.  Derrick. 

Ver.  556.    Now,  rais'd  on  Tyre's  fad  ruins,  Pharaoh9  s  pride 
Soar'd  high.] 

The  fuccefs  of  Lewis  the  XlVth's  arms,  particularly  in  Hol- 
land, rendered  him  formidable  all  over  Europe  £  while  Eng- 
land, who  has  it  fo  much  in  her  power  to  command  refpe&,  was 
fcarcely  regarded.  Weakened  by  domeftic  difputes,  her  king 
always  wanting  money,  and  oppofed  and  kept  bare  by  her  par- 
liament, her  mediation  was  of  no  confequence,  and  (he  had  lit- 
tle or  110  influence  abroad.  Derrick. 

Ver.  560.    Is  gaz'd  upon  by  every  trembUngJwam, 

This  for  his  vineyard  fears,  and  that  his  grain } 
As  what  a  battering  jorm  ingendred  high\ 
By  binds  tspheld,  hangs  hovering  in  the  fky. 
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For  blooming  plants,  and  flowers  new  opening, 

thefe 
For  lambs  yean'd  lately,  and  far-lab* ring  bees : 
Tot  guard  his  (lock  each  to  the  gods  does  call, 
Uncertain  where  the  fire-charg'd  clouds  wift 

fall  r  56$ 

Ev'n  fo  the  doubtful  nations  watch  his  arms, 
With  terror  each  expefting  his  alarms. 
Where,  Judah,  where  was  now  thy  lyon's  roar  ? 
Thou  Only  couldft  the  captive  lands  reftore;  569 
But  thou,  with  inbred  broils  and  fa&ion  preft, 
From  Egypt  need'ft  a  guardian  with  the  reft. 
Thy  prince  from  Sanhedrims  no  truft  allow'd, 
Too  much  the  reprefenters  of  the  crowd, 
Who  for  their  own  defence  give  no  fupply, 
But  what  the  crown's  prerogatives  muft  buy : 
As  if  their  monarch's  rights  to  violate  5?6 

More  needful  were,  than  to  prefer  ve  the  (late  I 
From  prefent  dangers  they  divert  their  care, 
And  all  their  fears  are  of  the  royal  heir ; 
Whom  now  the  reigning  malice  of  his  foes  580 
Unjudg'd  would  fentence,    and   e'er  crown'd 

depofe. 
Rbligion  the  pretence,  but  their  decree 
To  bar  his  reign,  whatever  his  faith  (hall  be  ! 

Qualis  ubi  ad  terras  abrupto  fidere  nimbus 
It  mare  per  medium,  miferis  heu  prefcia  lunge 
Horrefcunt  corda  Agricolis :  dabit  ille  ruinas 
Arboribus,  dragon  que  fatis,  met  omnia  late* 
Virgjil.  Mn.  xii.451. 

JOHH  W A  ETON. 
VOt.  I.  X 
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By  Sanhedrims  and  clam'rous  crowds  thoa  preftf 
What  paflions  rent  the  righteous  David's  bread? 
Who  knows  not  how  to  oppofe  or  to  comply,  58^ 
Unjuft  to  grant,  and  dangerous  to  deny  ! 
How  near  in  this  dark  jun&ure  IfraeTs  fate* 
Whofe  peace  one  fole  expedient  could  create. 
Which  yet  the  extreameft  virtue  did  require,  590 
Ev'n  of  that  prince  whofe  downfal  they  con- 

fpire  I 
His  abfence  David  does  with  tears  advife 
To  appeafe  their  rage.      Undaunted  he  com- 
plies. 
Thus  he,  who  prodigal  of  blood  and  eafe, 
A  royal  life  expos'd  to  winds  and  feas,  595 

At  once  contending  with  the  waves  and  fire. 
And  heading  danger  in  the  wars  of  Tyre* 
Inglorious  now  forfakes  his  native  land, 
And  like  an  exile  quits  the  promised  land  ! 
Our  monarch  fcarce  from  preffing  tears  refrains* 
And  painfully  his  royal  ftate  maintains,         601 
Who  now  embracing  on  the  extreameft  fhore 
Alraoft  revokes  what  he  injoin'd  before : 
Concludes  at  laft  more  truft  to  be  allow'd 
To  dorms  arid  feas  than  to  the  raging  crowd  f 
Forbear,  rafh  mufe,  the  parting  fcene  to  draw, 
With  filence  charm'd  as  deep   as  their's  that 
law  t  607 

Ver.  592.  Hit  abfence  David  does  with  tear$  advife]  This  %\* 
ludes  to  the  Duke  of  York's  quitting  the  court,  and  retiring  to 
Bruueb,  and  afterwards  to  Scotland.  Derrick* 
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Not  only  our  attending  nobles  weep, 
But  hardy  failors  fwell  with  tears  the  deep  I 
The   tide   reftrain'd  her  courfe,     and    more 

amaz'd,  610 

The  twin-ftars  on  the  royal  brothers  gaz'd: 

While  this  foie  fear 

Does  trouble  to  our  differing  hero  bring, 
Lett  next  the  popular  rage  opprefs  the  king! 
Thus  parting,  each  for  the  other's  danger  griev'd, 
The  Chore  the  king,  and  feas  the  prince  receiv'd. 
Go, injured  hero,  while  propitious  gales,         6ir 
Soft  as  thy  conforms  breath,  infpire  thy  fails; 
Well  may  ihe  truft  her  beauties  on  a  flood,     ; 
Where  thy  triumphant  fleets  fo  oft  have  rode  I 
Safe  on  thy  breaft  reclin'd,  her  reft  be  deep,  G21 
Rocked  like  a  Nereid  by  the  waves  afleep ; 
While  happieft  dreams  her  fancy  entertain, 
And  to  Elyfian  fields  convert  the  main ! 
Go,  injur'd  hero,  while  the  (bores  of  Tyre  625 
At  thy  approach  fofilent  (hall  admire, 
Who  on  thy  thunder  flill  their  thoughts  em- 

And  greet  thy  landing  with  a  trembling  joy. 

On  heroes  thus  the  prophet's  fa(e  is  thrown, 

Adtnir'd  by  every  nation  but  their  own ;        6so 

Yet  while  our  factious  Jews  bis  worth  deny,   ; 

Their  aking  confcience  gives  their  tongue?  the 

lie. 

x2 
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Even  in  the  word  of  men  the  nobleft  parts 
Confefs  him,  and  be  triumphs  in  their  hearts, 
Whom  to  his  king  the  beft  refpe&s  commend 
Offubjeft,  foldier,  kinfman,  prince  and  friend ; 
All  facred  names  of  moft  divine  efteem,         637 
And  to  perfeflion  all  fuftain'd  by  him, 
Wife,  juft,  and  conftant,  courtly  without  art. 
Swift  to  difcern  and  to  reward  defert ;  6aq 

No  hour  of  his  in  fruitlefs  eafe  deftroy'd, 
But  on  the  nobleft  fubje&s  dill  employed  : 
Whofe  fteddy  foul  ne'er  learnt  to  feparate 
Between  his  monarch's  intereft  and  the  ftate, 
But  heaps  thofe  bleflings  on  the  royal  head,  6*5 
Which  he  well  knows  muft  be  on  fubje&s  (bed. 

On  what  pretence  could  then  the  vulgar 
rage 
Againft  his  worth,  and  native  rights  engage  ? 
Religious  fears  their  argument  are  made, 
Religious  fears  his  facred  rights  invade  I        650 
Of  future  fuperftition  they  complain, 
And  Jebufitic  worfhip  in  his  reign : 
With  fuch  alarms  his  foes  the  crowd  deceive, 
With  dangers  fright  which  not  themfelves  be* 
lieve. 

Since  nothing  can  our  facred  rites  remove,  6ss 
Whatever  the  faith  of  the  fucceffor  prove : 
Our  Jews  their  ark  (hall  undifturb'd  retain, 
At  lead  while  their  religion  is  their  gain,    . 


Digitized  by  VjOOQlC 


ABSALOM  AND  ACHITOPHEL.         309 

Who  know   by   old  experience    Baal's  com- 
mands 
Not  only  claim'd  their  confcience,  but  their 
lands;  660 

They  grudge  God's  tythes,  how  therefore  (hall 

they  yield 
An  idol  full  polTeflion  of  the  field  ? 
Grant  fuch  a  prince  enthrou'd,  we  muft  confefs 
The   people's  fufferings  than  that  monarch's 

lefs, 
Who  mull  to  hard  conditions  ftill  be  bound,  66s 
And  for  his  quiet  with  the  crowd  compound ; 
Or  ihould  his  thoughts  to  tyranny  incline, 
Where  are  the  means  to  compafs  the  defign  ? 
Our  crown's  revenues  are  too  (hort  a  ftore, 
And  jealous  Sanhedrims  would  give  no  more.  670 

As  vain  our  fears  of  Egypt's  potent  aid, 
Not  fo  has  Pharaoh  learnt  ambition's  trade, 
Nor  ever  with  fuch  meafures  can  comply, 
As  (hock  the  common  rules  of  policy ; 
None  dread  like  him  the  growth   of  Ifrael's 
king,  675 

And  he  alone  fufficient  aids  can  bring ; 
Who  knows  that  prince  to  Egypt  can  give  law, 
That  on  our  ftubborn  tribes  bis  yoke  could 

draw: 
At  fuch  profound  expence  he  has  not  ftood, 
Nor  dy'd  for  this  his  hands  fo  deep  in  blood ; 
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Would  ne'er  through  wrong  and  right  his  pro- 

grefs  take,  6si 

Grudge  his  own  reft,  and  keep  the  world  awake, 
To  fix  a  lawlefs  prince  on  Judah's  throne, 
Firft  to  invade  our  rights,  and  then  his  own ; 
His  dear-gain'd  conquefts  cheaply  to  defpoil, 
And  reap  the  harveft  of  his  crimes  and  toil.  686 
We  grant  his  wealth  vaft  as  our  ocean's  fand, 
And  curfe  its  fatal  influence  on  our  land, 
Which  our  brib'd  Jews  fo  numeroufly  partake, 
That  even  an  hod  his  penfioners  would  make ; 
From  thefe  deceivers  our  divifions  fpring,     691 
Our  weaknefs,    and  the  growth    of  Egypt's 

king; 
Thefe  with  pretended  friendfhip  to  the  ftate, 
Our  crowd's  fufpicion  of  their  prince  create. 
Both  pieas'd  and  frightened   with  the  fpecious 

cry,  69s 

To  guard  their  facred  rites  and  property. 
To  ruin,  thus  the  chofen  flock  are  fold, 
While  wolves  are  ta'en  for  guardians  of  the  fold ; 
Seduc'd  by  thefe  we  groundlefly  complain, 
And  loath  the  manna  of  a  gentle  reign :         700 
Thus  our  forefathers'  crooked  paths  are  trod, 
We  truft  our  prince  no  more  than  they  their 

God. 
But  all  in  vain  our  reafoning  prophets  preach, 
To  thofe  whom  fad  experience  ne'er  could  teach, 
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Who  can  commence  new   broils  in  bleediog 

fears,  7Q5 

And  frefli  remembrance  of  inteftine  wars  ; 
When  the  fame  houihold  mortal  foes  did  yield, 
And  brothers  ftain'd  with  brothers'  blood  the 

field; 
When  fons  curft  fteel  the  fathers'  gore  did  (lain, 
And  mothers  mourn'd  for  fons  by  fathers  (lain ! 
When  thick  as  Egypt's  locufts  on  the  fand,    711 
Our  tribes  lay  flaughter'd  through  the  promised 

land, 
Whofe  few  furvivors  with  worfe  fate  remain, 
To  drag  the  bondage  of  a  tyrant's  reign  : 
Which  fcene  of  woes,  unknowing,  we  renew,  715 
And  madly,  even  thofe  ills  we  fear,  purfiue ; 
While  Pharaoh  laughs  at  our  domeftic  broils, 
And  fafely  crowds  his  tents  with  nations'  fpoils. 
Yet  our  fierce  Sanhedrim  in  reftlefs  rage, 
Againft  our  abfent  hero  dill  engage,  7*0 

And  chiefly  urge,  fuch  did  their  frenzy  prove, 
The  only  fuit  their  prince  forbids  to  move, 
Which  till  obtain'd  they  ceafe  affairs  of  ftate, 
And  real  dangers  wave  for  groundlefs  hate. 
Long  David's  patience  waits  relief  to  bring,  72s 
With  all  the  indulgence  of  a  lawful  king, 

Vcr.  705.]    Sanguine  civili  rem  conflant:  divitiafque 

CondupUcant  avidi,  caedem  caedi  accumulaotet* 
Crudelcs  gaudent  in  trifti  fuoere  fratris : 
Et  confanguineum  meufas  oderc,  timentque. 

John  Wa&tov. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQlC 


511         ABSALOM  AND  ACHTTOPHEL. 

Expe&ing  till  the  troubled  waves  would  oeafe, 
But  found  the  raging  billows  ftill  increafe. 
The  crowd,  whofe  infolence  forbearance  fwells, 
While  he  forgives  too  far,  almoft  rebels.       730 
At  laft  his  deep  refentments  filence  broke, 
Th*  imperial  palace  (hook,  while  thus  he  fpoke, 
Then  Juftice  wake,  and  Rigor  take  her  time, 
For  lo !  our  mercy  is  become  our  crime. 
While  halting  Puniihment  her  ftroke  delays,  735 
Our  fovereign  right,  heaven's  fac red  truft,  de- 
cays ? 
For  whofe  iupport  even  fubje&s'  intereft  calls, 
Wo  to  that  kingdom  where  the  monarch  falls ! 
That  prince  who  yields  the  leaft  of  regal  fway, 
So  far  his  people's  freedom  does  betray.         740 
Right  lives  by  law,  and  law  fubiifts  by  power; 
Diiarm  the  ihepherd,  solves  the  flock  devour. 
Hard  lot  of  empire  o'er  a  ftubborn  race, 
Which  heaven  itielf  in  vain  has  try'd  with  grace! 
When  will  our  reafon's  long*charm'd  eyes  un- 
clofe,  745 

And  Ifrael  judge  between  her  friends  and  foes? 
When  (hall  we  fee  expir'd  deceivers'  fway, 
And  credit  what  our  God  and  monarchs  fay 
Disenabled  patriots  brib'd  with  Egypt's  gold, 
Even  Sanhedrims  in  blind  obedience  hold ;  750 

Vcr.  735.     While  halting  Pumjhment  hcrftrokt  delay*,] 
iWo  antccedentem  fceleftum 
pvftrait  pede  P«ua  claudo* 

John  War  ton. 
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Thofe  patriots  faHhood  in  their  a&ions  fee, 
And  judge  by  the  pernicious  fruit  the  tree  ; 
If  ought  for  which  fo  loudly  they  declaim, 
Religion,  laws,  and  freedom,  were  their  aim  ; 
Our  fenates  in  due  methods  they  had  led,     755 
To  avoid  thofe  mifchiefs  which  they  feem'd  to 

dread ; 
But  firft  e'er  yet  they  propt  the  finking  ftate, 
To  impeach  and  charge,  as  urg'd   by   private 

hate; 
Proves  that  they  ne'er  believ'd  the  fears  they 

preft, 
But  barbaroufly  deftroy'd  the  nation's  reft !  760 
O  !  whither  will  ungovern'd  fenates  drive, 
And  to  what  bounds  licentious  votes  arrive  ? 
When  their  injuftice  we  are  prefc'd  to  Ihare, 
The  monarcE  urg'd  to  exclude  the  lawful  heir; 
Are  princes  thus  diftinguiih'd  from  the  crowd, 
And  this  the  privilege  of  royal  blood  ?  766 

But  grant  we  fhould  confirm  the  wrongs  they 

prefs, 
His  fuflfe  rings  yet  were  than  the  peoples  lefs; 
'Condemn'dfor  life  the  murdering  fword  to  wield, 
And  on  their  heirs  entail  a  bloody  field :         770 
Thus  madly  their  own  freedom  they  betray, 
And  for  the  oppreffion  which  they  fear  make  way; 


Ver.  752.    And  judge  by  the  pernicious frvfrthe  tree ;]  A  fcrip~ 
4«ral  allufioo.  Jpum  Wartov. 
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Succeflion  fix'd  by  heaven,  the  kingdom's  bar, 
Which  once  diflblv'd,  admits  the  flood  of  wars; 
Wafte,  rapine,  fpoil,without  theafiault  begin,  775 
And  our  mad  tribes  fupplant  the  fence  within. 
Since  then  their  good  they  will  not  underftand, 
'Tis  time  to  take  the  monarch's  power  in  band ; 
Authority  and  force  to  join  with  {kill, 
And  fave  the  lunatics  againft  their  will.         7*0 
The  fame  rough  means  that  Twage  the  crowd, 

appeafe 
Our  fenate's  raging  with  the  crowd's  difeafe. 
Henceforth  unbiafs'd  meafures  let  them  draw 
From  no  falfe  glofs,  but  genuine  text  of  law ; 
Nor  urge  thofe  crimes  upon  religion's  fcore,  785 
Themfelves  fo  much  in  Jebuiites  abhor. 
Whom  laws  convift,  and  only  they,  (hall  bleed, 
Nor  Pbarifees  by  Pharifees  be  freed. 
Impartial  juftice  from  our  throne  (hall  fhower, 
All  fhall  have  right,  and  we  our  fovereign  power. 
He   faid,  the  attendants  heard  with  awful 
joy,  791 

And  glad  prefages  their  fix'd  thoughts  employ ; 
From  Hebron  now  the  fuffering  heir  returned, 
A  realm  that  long  with  civil  difcord  mourn'd  ; 
Till  his  approach,  like  fome  arriving  God,   79S 
£ompos'd  and  heal'd  the  place  of  his  abode; 
The  deluge  check'd,  that  to  Judea  fpread, 
And  ftop'd  fedition  at  the  fountain's  head. 
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Thus  in  forgiving  David's  paths  be  drives, 
And  chas'd  from  Ifrael,    Ifrael's  peace  con- 
trives. 8W 
The  field  confefs'd  his  power  in  arms  before. 
And  feas  proclaimed  his  triumphs  to  the  ftiore  ; 
As  nobly  has  his  fway  in  Hebron  fliown, 
How  fit  to  inherit  godlike  David's  throne. 
Through  Sion's  ftreets  his  glad  arrival's  fpread, 
And  confcious  faftion  (brinks  her  fnaky  head ; 
His  train  their  fufferings  think  o'erpaid  to  fee 
The  crowd's  applaufe  with  virtue  once  agree. 
Succefs  charms  all,  but  zeal  for  worth  diftreft, 
A  virtue  proper  to  the  brave  and  beft ;  &\o 
'Mongft  whom  was  Jothran,  Jothran   always 

bent 
To  ferve  the  crown,  and  loyal  by  defcent, 

Ver.  803.    nobly  has  his  fway  in  Hebron ^<*xwi,]  When 

the  Duke  of  York  returned  from  Scotland,  in  the  beginning  of 
1682,  the  murmurs  again  ft  him  fecraed  to  have,  in  a  good  mea« 
Cure,  fubfidi'd.  He  had  fhewn  himfclf  fo  well  inclined  to  fup- 
port  the  reformed  religion  in  that  kingdom,  that  he  was  thanked 
for  it  by  feven  biihops,  in  an  addrefs  which  was  publi(hed,  to  the 
fatisfa&ion  of  all  ranks  of  people ;  and  the  citizens  of  London, 
particularly!  treated  him  on  that  account  with  vail  refpedt. 

Derrick. 
Ver«  806.     And  confcious  fattion  Jhrinks  her  fnaky  head  ;]  An 
energetic  line,  the  imagery  oi  which  Pope  feems  to  have  dilated, 
and  perhaps  weakened. 

Then  hateful  envy  her  own  fnakes  mail  feci, 
And  persecution  mourn  her  broken  wheel ; 
Then  faclion  roar 

Johw  Wartost, 

Ver»  61 1.  Jothran  always  bent 

To  ferve  the  crown,  and  loyal  by  defcent J 
Jvthran,  the  Lord  Dartmouth)  a  nobleman  of  great  Ijonefy, 
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Whofe  conftaucy  fofirm,  and  conduftjuft, 
DefervM  at  once  two  royal  mailers'  truft ; 
Who  Tyre's  proud  arms  had  manfully  with- 

ftood  sis 

On  feas,  and  gathered  laurels  from  the  flood ; 
Of  learning  yet  no  portion  was  deny'd, 
Friend  to  the  mufes  and  the  mutes'  pride. 
Nor  can  Benaiah's  worth  forgotten  lie, 
Of  fteddy  foul  when  public  ftorms  were  high ; 
Whofe  condu&  while  the  Moor  fierce  onfets 

made,  S2\ 

Secur'd  at  once  our  honour  and  our  trade. 
Such  were  the  chiefs  who  mod  his  fufferings 

mourn'd, 
And  view'd  with  filent  joy  the  prince  return'd ; 
While  tbofe  that  fought  his  abfence  to  betray, 
Prefs  firft  their  naufeous  falfe  refpe&s  to  pay  ; 
Him  ftill  the  officious  hypocrites  moleft,        827 
And  with  malicious  duty  break  his  reft. 

While  real  tranfports  thus  hi&  friends  employ, 
And  foes  are  loud  in  their  difiembled  joy,     sso 

who,  though  inviolably  attached  to  the  Duke  of  York,  had  al- 
ways the  courage  to  tell  him  freely  when  he  difliked  any  of  his 
proceedings ;  and  his  Highuefs  was  difcreet  enough  to  take  his 
representations  as  they  were  meant.  Derrick. 

Ver.  819-  Nor  can  Benaiah's  xoorth  forgotten  lie,]  Benaiab, 
Colonel,  afterwards  General  Sackville,  a  gentleman  of  tried 
courage,  and  known  good  fcnfe:  he  was  of  the-Dorfet  family  ; 
had  fervcd  at  Tangier  with  reputation ;  and  on  account  of  bis 
having  exprofled  a  difbelief  of  the  Popifh  plot,  was  expelled  the 
Houfe  of  Commons,  and  committed  to  the  Tower.  He  obtained 
his  liberty,  rank,  and  command,  in  a  very  nWt  time,  but  not 
Jus  feat  in  the  houfe*  Derrick. 
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His  triumphs  fo  refounded  for  and  near, 
Mifs'd  not  his  young  ambitious  rival's  ear ; 
And  as  when  joyful  hunters  clam'rous  train* 
Some  (lumbering  lyon  wakes  in  Moab's  plain, 
Who  oft  bad  forc'd  the  bold  affailants  yield,  835 
And  fcatter'd  his  purfuers  through  the  field, ' 
Difdaining,  furls  his  mane  and  tears  the  ground, 
His  eyes  enflaming  all  the  defart  round, 
With  roar  of  feas  direfts  his  chafers'  way,      ss$ 
Provokes  from  far,  and  dares  them  to  the  fray; 
Such  rage  ftorm'd  now  in  Abfalom's  fierce  breaft, 
Such  indignation  his  fir'd  eyes  confeft. 
Where  now  was  the  inftru&or  of  his  pride  ? 
Slept  the  old  pilot  in  fo  rough  a  tide  ?  844 

Whofe  wiles  had  from  the  happy  fhore  betray 'd, 
And  thus  on  (helves  the  credulous  youth  con* 

vey'd. 
In  deep  revolving  thoughts  he  weighs  his  ftate, 
Secure  of  craft,  nor  doubts  to  baffle  fate, 
At  leaft,  if  his  ftorm'd  bark  muft  go  adrift, 
To  baulk  his  charge,  and  for  himfelf  to  fhift.  sso 
In  which  his  dextrous  wit  had  oft  been  fliown, 
And  in  the  wreck  of  kingdoms  fav'd  his  own ; 
But  now  with  more  than  common  danger  preft* 
Of  various  refolutions  (lands  pofTeft, 


Ver.  833.  A nd  as  when  joyful  hunters  Sf-c]  This  is  a  faint 
imitation  of  Dryden,  and  abounds  with  what  Quintilian  calif 
otiofa  epitheta.  John  Warton. 
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Perceives  the  crowd  s  unliable  zeal  decay,     855 
Left  their  recanting  chief  the  caufe  betray. 
Who  on  a  father's  grace  his  hopes  may  ground, 
And   for  his  pardon   with  their  head?  com- 
pound. 
Him  therefore  e'er  his  fortune  flip  her  time, 
The  ftatefman  plots  to  engage  in  fome  bold 
crime  sto 

Pad  pardon,  whether  to  attempt  his  bed. 
Or  threat  with  open  arms  the  royal  head, 
Or  other  daring  method,  and  unjuft, 
That  may  confirm  him  in  the  peoples  trufl. 
But  failing  thus  to  enfnare  him,  nor  fecure  sis 
How  long  his  foil'd  ambition  may  endure, 
Plots  next  to  lay  him  by  as  paft  his  date, 
And  try  fome  new  pretender's  luckier  fate ; 
Whofe  hopes  with  equal  toil  he  would  purfue, 
Nor  cares  what  claimer's  crown'd,  except  the 
true.  870 

Wake  Abfalom,  approaching  ruin  (hun, 
And  fee,  O  fee*  for  whom  thou  art  undone  ! 
How  are  thy  honors  and  thy  fame  betray'd, 
The  property  of  defperate  villains  made  ? 
Loft  power  and   confcious  fears  their  crimes 
create,  srj 

And  guilt  in  them  was  little  left  than  fate ; 

Ver.  864.     That  may  confirm  him]  flrft  edition  :    That  may 
,/Jwebwn.  ♦        • 
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But  why  (bouldft  thou,  from  every  grievance. 

free, 
Forfttke  thy  vineyards  for  their  ftormy  fea  ? 
For  thee  did  Canaan's  milk  and  honey  flow, 
Love  drefs'd  thy  bowers,  and  laurels  fought  thy 

brow,  880 

Preferment,  wealth  and  power  thy  vaflfals  were, 
And  of  a  monarch  all  things  but  the  care. 
Oh  lhould  our  crimes  again  that  curie  draw 

down, 
And  rebel-arms  once  more  attempt  the  crown, 
Sure  ruin  waits  unhappy  Abfalon,  ss& 

Alike  by  conqueft  or  defeat  undone. 
"Who  could  relentlefs  fee  fuch  youth  and  charms. 
Expire  with  wretched  fate  in  impious  arms  ? 
A  prince  fo  fbrm'd,  with  earth's  and  heaven's 

applaufe, 
To  triumph  o'er  crown'd    heads  in  David  s 

caufe :  890 

Or  grant  him  vi&or,  {till  his  hopes  mud  fail, 
Who  conquering  would  not  for  himfelf  prevail; 
The  faftion,  whom  he  trufts  for  future  fway, 
Him  and  the  public  would  alike  betray; 
Amongft  themfelves  divide  the  captive  ftate,  69s 
And  found  their  hydra-empire  in  his  fate ! 
Thus  having  beat  the    clouds    with    painful 

flight, 
The  pity'd  youth,  ^ith  fcepters  in  his  fight, 
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(So  have  their  cruel  politics  decreed,) 

Muft  by   that  crew,   that  made  him  guilty, 

bleed!  909 

For,  could  their  pride  brook  any  prince's  fway, 
Whom   but  mild  David  would  they  chafe  to 

obey  ? 
Who  once  at  fuch  a  gentle  reign  repine. 
The  fell  of  monarchy  itfelf  defign; 
From  hate  to  that  their  reformations  fpring,  90s 
And  David  not  their  grievance,  but  the  king. 
Seiz'd  now  with  panic  fear  the  faction  lies, 
Left  this  clear  truth  Alike  Abfalom's  charm'd 

eyes, 
Left  he  perceive,  from  long  enchantment  free, 
What  all  befide  the  flatter'd  youth  muft  fee. 
But  whatever  doubts  his  troubled  bofom  fwell, 
Fair  carriage  ftill  became  Achitophel. 
Who  now  an  envious  feftival  enftals, 
And  to  furvey  their  ftrength  the  fa&ion  calls, 
Which  fraud,  religious  worftiip  too  muft  gild  ; 
But  oh  how  weakly  does  fedition  build  ?       016 

Ver.  912. Achitophel. 

Who  now  an  envuwfeftival  eqfiab, 
And  to  furvey  their Jtrength  thefadion  calls,] 
The  Duke  of  York  being  invited  to  dine  at  Merchant  Tay- 
lor's Hall  with  the  company  of  artillery,  of  which  he,  waft  cap- 
tain-general, on  the  21ft  of  April,  l682,  tickets  were  difperfed 
in  opposition  to,  and  contempt  of,  this  meeting ;  inviting  the 
nobility,  gentry,  and  citizens,  who  wiflied  well  to  the  P  rote  ft  ant 
religion,  to  convene  the  fame  day  at  St.  Michael's  church, 
Cornhill,  and  thence  proceed  to  dine  at  Haberdafttexs-Hail :  btft 
this  aflociation  was  flopped  by  an  order  of  council. 

Die  rick. 
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For  lo!  the  royal  mandate  iffues  forth, 
Dafhing  at  once  their  treafon,  zeal,  and  mirth ! 
So  have  I  feeh  difaftrous  chance  invade,       919 
Where  careful  emmits  bad  their  forage  laid. 
Whether  fierce  Vulcan's  rage  the  furzy  plain 
Had  feiz  d,  engendred  by  fome  careleft  Twain  ; 
Or  (welting  Neptune  lawlefs  inroads  made, 
And  to  their  cell  of  ftore  his  flood  conveyed ; 
The  commonwealth  broke  up,  diftra&ed  go,  9*5 
And  in  wild  hafte  their  loaded  mates  over- 
throw: 
Even  &  our  fcatter'd  guefts  confufediy  meet, 
With  boil'd,  bak'd,  roaft,   all  juftiing  in  the 

ftreet; 
Deje&ed  all,  and  ruefully  difmay'd, 
For  fhekel,  without  treat,  or  treaibn,  paid.  $so 

Sedition's  dark  eclipfe  now  fainter  (hows, 
Mora  bright  each  hour  the  royal  planet  grows, 
Of  force  the  clouds  of  envy  to  difperfe, 
In  kind  conjunction  of  affiffting  ftars. 

Ver.  917*  —  lo  I  the  royal  mmdutc  ijue$j<*ra,}  The  fub- 
ftance  of  which  was,  that  the  power  of  appointing  public  days, 
of  fafis  and  tha&kfgivings  being  vefted  in  the  crown,  a  particu- 
lar meeting,  pretended  to  that  end,  and  adverlifed  to  be  held 
on  the  21ft  of  April,  1682,  at  St.  tiichael's,  Comhill,  muft  b« 
of  a  (editions  tendency,  as  not  having  the  royal  fan&on  ;  and 
therefore  the  lord-mayor  and  aldermen  of  Loudon  are,  at  their 
peril,  ordered  to  hinder  it,  as  an  unlawful  aflembly. 

Derrick 

Ver.  9*9*    Dejected  all,]  Firft  edition.    Derrick  incorwcHy, 

YOL.  U  Y 
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Here,  labouring  mufe,  thofe  glorious  chiefs  re- 
late, 935 
That  tujra'd  the  doubtful  fcale  of  David's  fete; 
The  reft  of  that  illuftrious  band  rehearfe, 
Immortalize  in  laurel'd  Afaph's  verfe  : 
Hard  talk  !  yet  will  not  I  thy  flight  recal,    939 
View  heaven,  and  then  enjoy  thy  glorious  fell. 

Firft  write  Bezaliel,  whofe  illuitrious  name 
Forefials  our  praife,  and  gives  his  poet  feme* 
The  Kenites'  rocky  province  his  command,  j 
A  barren  limb  of  fertile  Canaan's  land; 
Which  for  its  generous  natives  yet  could  be    9*s 
Held  worthy  fuch  a  prefideut  as  he ! 
Bezaliel  with  each  grace  and  virtue  fraught, 
Serene  his  looks ;  ferene  his  life  and  thought, 
On  whom  fo  largely  nature  heap'd  her  ftore, 
There  fcarce  remained  for  arts  to  give  him  more ! 
To  aid  the  crown  and  ftate  his  greateft  zeal,  95 1 
His  fecond  care  that  fervice  to  conceal ; 
Of  dues  obfervant,  6rm  to  every  truft, 
And  to  the  needy  always  more  than  juft.       95* 
Who  truth  from  fpecious  falftiood  can  divide, 
Has  all  the  gownfmen's  {kill  without  their  pride; 

Ver.  941*  firft  writ*  Bezaliel,]  Bezaliel,  the  Marquis  of 
Worccfter,  created  Duke  of  Beaufort  in  1682,  a  nobleman  of 
great  worth  and  honour,  who  had  always  taken  part  with  the 
king,  and  one  of  thofe,  whom  the  Commons  in  l6&0,  prayed 
his  majefty  to  remove  from  about  his  perfon,  as  being  a  favourer 
of  Popery.  Derrick. 

Ver.  954.  firm  to  every  trtf9]  Firft  edition,  firm 

mi  every  truft,  *        * 
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Thus  crown'd  with  worth  from  heights  of  ho- 
nour won, 
Sees  all  his  glories  copied  in  his  fon, 
Whofe  forward  fame  (hould   every  mufe  en- 
gage :  9*9 
Whofe  youth  boafts  (kill  deny'd  tQ  other's  age. 
Men,    manners,   language,    books  of  nobleft 

kind, 
Already  are  the  conqueft  of  his  mind. 
Whofe  loyalty  before  its  date  was  prime  ; 
Nor  waited  the  dull  courfe  of  rolling  time : 
The  monfter  faction  early  he  difmay'd,  96* 

And  David's  caufe  long  fince  confefs'd  his  aid. 
Brave  Abdael  o'er  the  prophets'  fchool  was 
plac'd ; 
Abdael  with  all  his  father  s  virtue  grac'd ; 
A  hero,  who  while  ftars  look'd  wond'ring  down, 
Without  one  Hebrew's  blood  reftor'd  the  crown. 
That  praife  was  his ;  what  therefore  did  re- 
main 971 
For  following  chiefs,  but  boldly  to  maintain 

Ver.  958.  Sees  all  his  g  fortes  copied  in  his  fon,]  Charles  So- 
meri'et,  Lord  Herbert  of  Ragland  in  Monmouthfhire,  who,  ac- 
cording to  Wood,  was  entered  of  Chrift  Church,  Oxford,  and 
took  his  degree  as  a  mailer  of  arts  in  1681.  Derrick. 

Ver.  968.  Abdael  with  all  his  father's  virtu*  grac'd ;]  Abdael, 
the  Duke  of  Albemarle,  fon  to  the  brave  General  Monk,  and 
president  of  Wales.  He  was  liberal  and  loyal,  and  a  leading 
man  among  the  friends  of  the  king  and  the  duke,  on  which  ac* 
count  he  was  feverely  ftrgmatised  by  the  Whig  writers,  lu  10*87 
h«  wtu  fcut  abroad  governor  of  Jamaica,  where  he  died. 

Dm&ick. 

T3 
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That  crown  reftor'd ;  aod  in  this  rank  of  fame, 
Brave  Abdael  with  the  firft  a  place  muft  claim. 
Proceed  illuftrious,  happy  chief,  proceed,  97s 
Forefeize  the  garlands  for  thy  brow  decreed,  . 
While  the  infpir'd  tribe   attend   with  nobleft 

ft  rain 
To  regifter  the  glories  thou  (halt  gain  : 
For  Aire  the  dew  (hall  Gilboah's  hills  forfake, 
And  Jordan  mix  his  ft  ream  with  Sodom's  lake; 
Or  feas  retir'd  their  fecret  ftores  difclofe,      981 
And  to  the  fun  their  fcaly  brood  expofe, 
Or  fweird  above  the  clifts  their  billows  raife, 
Before  the  Mufes  leave  their  patron  s  praife. 

Eliab  our  next  labour  does  invite,  9*5 

And  hard  the  talk  to  do  Eliab  right : 


Vcr.  985.  Eliab]  Villiers^Duke  of  Buckingham,  wrote  a 
mod  fevere  fatireon  Lord  Arlington,  here  introduced  under  tic 
nameof.EJi^b,  cjUJed  .^dvjcetoa  ?ainter.  This  Henry  Ben* 
net  was  a  younger  fon  of  a  private  gentleman,  had  followed 
the  Royal  Family  into  exile;  at  whofe  reftoration  he  was  made 
firft  privy-purfe,  then  fecretary  of  ftate,  earl  of  Arlington, 
knight  of  the  garter,  and  at  lad  lord  •chamberlain  to  King 
Charies  Ii."  an*  to  his  brother  Kjn$  Jpmes  II.  afterwards.  Hfe 
was  for  fome  years  a  kind  of  favourite  minifter,  1  mean  convex 
Ant  in  his  mafterVpleafures,  as  well  as  intruded  with  his  bu* 
finefs  :  njotwitbftanding  t|ie  conftant  enmity  both  of  the  Duke  of 
York  and  Chancellor  Clarendon,  whofe  luperior  power,  efpe- 
cially  in  ftate  affairs,  was  yet  unable  to  fliake  King  Charles's 
inclination  to  this  gentleman,  who  therefore,  at  the  other's  ba- 
ttifhment,  remained,  if  not  fole  minifter,  at  lead  the  principal 
One  for  fome  time.  He  met  with  one  thing  very  peculiar  in  his 
fortune,  which  I  have  fcarce  known  happen  to  any  man  elfe : 
with  all  his  advancement  (which  is  wont  to  create  malice,  but 
feldom  contempt)  he  was  believed  in  England  by  moll  people,  a 
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Long  with  the  royal  wanderer  he  rov'd, ' 
And  firm  in  all  the  turns  of  fortune  prov'd ! 
Such  ancient  fervice  and  defert  fo  large, 
Well  claim'd  the  royal  houffiold  for  his  charge. 
His  age  with  only  one  mild  heirefs  bleft,  %    991 
In  all  the  bloom  of  fmiling  nature  dreft, 
And  bleft  again  to  fee  his  flower  ally'd 
To  David's  ftock,  and  made  young  OthnieKs 

bride ! 

man  of  much  lefs  abilities  than  he  really  had.  For  this  un- 
ufual  fort  of  mi  ft  alee,  I  can  only  imagine  two  caufes  :  firft,  his 
over-cautious  avoiding  to  fpeak  in  Parliament,  as  having  beerf 
more  converfant  in  affairs  abroad ;  though  nobody  performed  it 
better  when  obliged  to  give  account  of  fome  treaties  to  the 
Houfe  of  Lords,  or  to  defeud  himfelf  in  the  Houfe  of  Com- 
mons ;  by  which  laft  he  once  brought  himfelf  off  with  great  dex- 
terity. The  oth4r  reafon  of  it  I  fancy  to  have  come  from  the 
duke  of  Buckingham,  who  being  his  rival  in  court,  after  the 
fall  of  Clarendon,  and  hiving  an  extraordinary  talent  for  turn- 
ing any  thing  into  ridicule,  exercifed  it  fujftciently  on  this 
Lord,  both  with  the  king  and  every  body  elfe ;  which  had  its 
effed  at  laft,  even  to  his  being  teft  out  of  his  maker's  bufinefs, 
but  not  his  favour,  which  in  fome  meafure  continued  (till ;  and 
long  after  this  his  fupplanter  was  totally  difcarded. 

Dr.  J.  Wa*ton. 

Ver.  9*8*  And  firm  in  all  the  turns  of  fortune  prorfdt]  Fitft 
edition,  fortunes.  •        * 

Ver.  991.    His  age  with  only  one  mild  ieirefi  bleft, 
young  OtkniePs  bride.  . 

Othniel,  Henry  Duke  of  Grafton,  one  of  the  king's,  natural 
fons,  begotten  upon  the  body  of  the  Dutchefs.  of  Cleveland* 
She  was  averfe  to  his  marrying  Lord  Arlington's  daughter, 
though  a  conlidorable  heirefs.  I  have  fcen  a  letter  from  her  to 
lord-treafurer  Dan  by,  dated  from  Paris,  (I  think  in  16*75) 
thanking  him  for  his  care  in  endeavouring  to  prevent  this  match. 
It  is  in  her  own  hand-writing. 

This  Duke  of  Grafton  foon  joined  the  Prince  of  Orange  at 
the  revolution,  and  was  killed  at  the  fiege  of  Cork,  in  the  year 
1690.  He  had  great  natural  bravery,  was  very  fincere,  but  rough 
as  the  fea,  of  which  he  was  fond,  and  whereon,  had  he  lived, 
he  promifed  to  make  a  gallant  figure.  Dierick. 
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The  bright  reftorer  of  his  father's  youth,       991 
Devoted  to  a  foil's  and  fubje&'s  truth  : 
Refolv'd  to  bear  that  prize  of  duty  home, 
So  bravely  fought,  while  fought  by  Abfalom. 
Ah  prince  !  the  illuftrious  planet  of  thy  birth, 
And  thy  more  powerful  virtue  guard  thy  worth; 
That  no  Achitophel  thy  ruin  boaft !  1001 

Ifrael'too  much  in  one  fuch  wreck  has  loft. 

Even  envy  rauft  confent  to  Helen's  worth, 
Whofe  foul,  though  Egypt  glories  in  his  birth, 
Could  for  our  captive  ark  its  zeal  retain,      1005 
And  Pharaoh's  altars  in  their  pomp  difdain : 
To  (light  his  gods  was  fmall ;  with  nobler  pride, 
He  all  the  allurements  of  his  court  defy'd. 
Whom  profit  nor  example  could  betray, 
But  Ifrael's  friend,  and  true  to  David's  fway. 
What  a&s  of  favour  in  his  province  fell,        101 1 
On  merit  he  confers,  and  freely  all. 

Ver.999.  Ah  prince!]  Firft  edition.  Derrick  erroneously, 
A  prince  I  #        * 

Ver.  1003.  Even  ewty  nuijt  con/mi  to  He  Ion's  worth,]  Helon, 
the  Karl  of  FeveHhara,  a  Frenchman  by  birth,  and  nephew  to 
Marefchal  Turenne :  he  was  honeft,  brave,  and  good-natured, 
but  precipitate  and  injudicious.  Derrick* 

Ver.  1007,     ToJUght  his  gods  uasjhfill ;  xtfth  nobler  pride. 

He  alt  the  allurements  of  his  court  def/d,] 
His  lordfliip  profcfled  himfelf  a  Protectant,  though  Burnet 
fays  there  \\as  region  to  ftifpecfc  his  fincerity.  Affection  for  King 
Charles  II.  who  really  efteemed  him,  made  him  prefer  England 
to  his  own  country,  where  he  had  great  intereft,  and  might  have 
expe&ed  to  be  nobly  provided  for, 

DBRRICK, 
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Our  lift  of  nobles  next  let  Amri  grace, 
Whofe   merits   claim'd    the    Abethdin's   high 

.place ; 
Who,  with  a  loyalty  that  did  excel,  1015 

Brought  all  the  endowments  of  Achitophel. 
Sincere  was  Amri,  and  not  only  knew, 
But  Ifrael's  fan&ions  into  pra&ice  drew  ; 
Our  laws  that  did  a  boundlefs  ocean  feem, 
Were  coafted  all,  and  fothofa'd  all  by  him.  1020 
No  rabbin  fpeaks  like  him  their  myftic  fenfe, 
So  juft,  and  with  fuch  charms  of  eloquence : 
To  whom  the  double  bleffing  does  belong, 
With  Mofes'  infpiration,  Aaron's  tongue. 
Than  Sheva  none  more  loyal   zeal    have 
ihown,  102* 

Wakeful  as  Judah's  lion  for  the  crown, 

Ver.  1013.  Omr  l\ft  ofnobiet  next  let  Jmri  grace,]  Amri,  Sir 
Heneage  Finch,  constituted  lord-keeper  of  the  great  feal,  on 
Shaftcfbury's  difmtflion,  and  foon  after  advanced  to  a  peerage 
and  the  chancel lorfhip.  He  was  a  zealous  Protcflant,  and  yet 
conducted  himfelf  with  fuch  foadinefs  and  integrity,  as  to  give 
offence  to  no  party ;  which  was  a  little  furpriftng,  as  he  held' 
this  important  ftatien  at  a  time,  when  party-feuds  raged  with 
unlicensed  fury.  His  abilities  were  very  great ;  he  was  judi- 
cious, eloquent,  and  induftrious,  an  able  lawyer,  aad  a  ftatef- 
man,  endued  with  ftrong  veracity  and  inflexible  integrity. 

Derrick. 

Ver.  1025.  Than  Skeva  none]  Meaning  Sir  Roger  L'Eftrange, 
who  of  all  venal  and  fordid  fcribblers  tbat  ever  defended  any 
adminiftration,  in  any  country  or  time,  feems  to  have  gone  the 
greateft  length  in  driving  to  defend  any  grievance  and  injuftice 
that  a  government  can  be  guilty  of.  His  Style  is  the  mafter- 
piece  of  what  may  be  called,  the  Pert-Dull,  and  was  vitiated 
by  cant  and  affe&cd  vulgar  phrafes,  and  coffee-botife  expref. 
fions.    Iu  this  fort  of  didion  he  translated,  or  rather  traveOied, 
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Who  for  that  caufe  ftill  combats  in  hi*  age, 
For  which  his  youth  with  danger  did  engage. 
In  vain  our  fa&ious  priefts  the  cant  revive ; 
In  vain  feditious  fcribes  with  libel  drive       iojo 
To  enflame  the  crowd ;  while  he  with  watchful 

eye 
Obferves,  and  (hoots  their  treafons  as  they  fly ; 
Their  weekly  frauds  his  keen  replies  dete& ; 
He  undeceives  more  faft  than  they  infe&. 
So  Mofes  when  the  peft  on  legions  preyed,  1034 
Advanced  his  figoal,  and  the  plague  was  ftay'd. 
Once  more,  my  fainting  muff,  thy  pinions 

try, 
And  ftrength's  exhaufted  ftore  let  love  fiipply. 
What  tribute,  Afaph,  (hall  we  render  thee  ? 
We'll  crown  thee  with  a  wreath  from  thy  otfff 

tree !  1040 

Thy  laurel  grove  no  envy's  flafli  can  blaft ; 
The  fong  of  Afaph  (hall  for  ever  Iaft. 

With  wonder  late  pofterity  (hall  dwell 
On  Abfalom  and  falfe  Achitophel : 
Thy  drains  (hall  be  our  (lumbering  prophets9 

dream,  1045 

And  when  our  Sion  virgins  (ing  their  theme ; 
Our  jubilees  (hall  with  thy  verfe  be  grae'd, 
The  fong  of  Afaph  (hall  for  ever  laft. 

the  Offices  of  Tully,  the  Morals  of  Seneca,  the  Vifiona  of  Que* 
vedo,  and  the  Hiftory  of  Jofephus;  and  gave  a  naufeous  carica* 
tura  of  the  fimplicity  of  JEfop  in  his  Fables. 

Pr.  J.  Wartoit, 
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How  fierce  his  fatire  loosed;  reftrain'd,  bow 

tame; 
How  tender  of  the  offending  young  man's 

fame !  105<» 

How  well  his  worth,  and  brat*  advetrtufres 

ftil'dj 
Juft  to  his  virtues,  to  his  error  mild. 
No  page  of  thine  that  fears  the  ftri&eft  viei*, 
But  teems  with  jtrft  reproof,  or  pYaife  as  4vte ; 
Not  Eden  coald  a  feirer  profp6ft  yield,       1655 
All  paradife  without  one  barren  field : 
Wbofe  wit  the  cfcrtfure  of  his  foes  has  paft, 
The  foug  of  Afaph  ftiall  for  aver  laft. 

What  praife  for  ffteh  rich  ftrains  fhall  #e  al- 
low ? 
What  juft  rqwaftfe  the  grateful  crown  beftow  I 
While  bees  in  flowers  rejoice,  and  flowers  in 

dew,  1061 

While  ftars  and  fountains  to  their  courfe  are 

true; 
While  Judah'a  throne,   and  Sion  s  rock  (land 

feft, 
The  fong  of  Afaph  and  the  fame  (hall  laft. 


Ver.  I06l.    While  bta  mjkraxrs  rtjoke,  $c.]  Virg.  Eel.  t. 
76. 

Dum  juga  montis  aper,  fluvios  drnn  pifcis  amabit, 
Duraqae  thymo  pafcentur  apes,  Arc.  &c» 

Todd. 
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Still  Hebron  s  honoured  happy  foil  retains 
Our  royal  hero's  beauteous  dear  remains ;    1066 
Who  now  fails  off  with  winds  nor  wifhes  flack, 
To  bring  his  fuffe rings'  bright  companion  back. 
But  e'er  fuch  tranfportcan  our  fenfe  employ, 
A  bitter  grief  muft  poifon  half  our  joy  ;       1070 
Nor  can  our  coafts  reftor'd  thofe  bleffings  fee 
Without  a  bribe  to  envious  deftiny  ! 
Cured  Sodom's  doom  for  ever  fix  the  tide 
Where  by  inglorious  chance  the  valiant  dy'd. 
Give  not  infulting  Aikalon  to  know,  1075 

Nor  let  Gath's  daughters  triumph  in  our  woe ! 
No  failor  with  the  news  fwell  Egypt's  pride, 
By  what  inglorious  fate  our  valiant  dy'd  ( 
Weep  Arnon !  Jordan  weep  thy  fountains  dry  f 
While  Sion's  rock  diffblves  for  a  fupply.      ioso' 


Vflr.  1065.    Still  Hebron9*  honour  d  happy  Jbil  retaius 

Our  royal  hero's  beauteous  dear  remains  ;  4*c] 

The  duke  feeraing  to  bave  now  got  the  better  of  his  enemies, 
the  Popifh  plot  having  loft  its  credit,  and  the  fears   of  Popery 
greatly  fubfided,  he  embarked  for  Scotland  in  the  Glofter  yacht. 
00  the  3d  of  May,  to  bring  up  his  family ;  but  here 

A  bitter  grief  mu/l  poifon  half  his  joy. 
For  early  in  the  morning  on  the  5th,  (he  ft  ruck  upon  a  fand- 
bank,  and  foon  went  to  the  bottom,  carrying  with  her  one  hun- 
dred and  thirty  flout  men,  feveral  young  people  of  quality,  and 
many  of  the  duke's  fcrvants,  who 

With  loud  loft  breath  their  mqfie/s  '/cape  applaud. 
For  fo  well  was  he  beloved,  that  it  is  faid,  even  when  they  faw ! 
tbemfclves  finking  without  ho|>e  of  relief,  they  exprefled  their 
joy  at  beholding  their  mailer  (afe.  And  he  was  highly  compli- 
mented for  his  refolution,  calinnefs,  and  humanity,  on  this  me- 
lancholy occaiion,  in  which  he  feemed  lefs  felicitous  for  him- 
felf  than  any  other  perfon.  Dtun  ick. 
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Calm  were  the  elements,  night's  (ilence  deep, 

The  waves  fcarce  murm'ring,    and  the  winds 

afleep; 
Yet  fate  for  ruin  takes  fo  flill  an  hour, 
And  treacherous  fands  the  princely  bark  de- 
vour; 
Then  death  unworthy  feiz'd  a  gen'rous  race,  1085 
To  virtue's  fcandal,  and  the  ftars  difgrace ! 
Oh !  had  the  indulgent  powers  voucbfafed  to 

yield, 
Inftead  of  faithlefs  (helves,  a  lifted  field  ; 
A  lifted  field  of  heaven's  and  David's  foes,  10*9 
Pierce  as  the  troops  that  did  his  youth  oppofe, 
Each  life  had  on  his  flaughter'd  heap  retir'd, 
Not  tamely,  and  unconquering  thus  expir'd ; 
But  deftiny  is  now  their  only  foe, 
And  dying  even  o'er  that  they  triumph  too ; 
With  loud  laft  breaths  their  mailer's  Tcape  ap- 
plaud, 1095 
Of  whom  kind  force  cou'd  fcarce  the  fates  de- 
fraud ; 
Who  for  fuch  followers  loft,  O  matchlefs  mind ! 
At  his  own  fafety  now  almoft  repin'd  ! 
Say,  royal  Sir,  by  all  your  fame  in  arms, 
Your  praife  in  peace,  and  by  Urania's  charms ; 
If  all  your  fufferings  paft  fo  nearly  preft,     1101 
Or    pierc'd    with  half  fo  painful  grief  your 
breaft? 
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Thus  fome  diviner  mufe  her  hero  forms, 
Not  footh'd  with   foft  delights,    but  toft  in 

ftonns. 
Nor  ftretcht  on  rofes  in  the  myrtle  grove,  n  5 
Nor  crowns  his  days  with   mirth,    his  nights 

with  love, 
But  for  remov'd  in  thundering  camps  is  found, 
His  flbmbers  fhort,  his  bed  the  herblefs  ground : 
Inf  tiafks  of  danger  always  feen  the  fifft, 
Feeds  from  the  hedge,  and  flakes  with  ice  his 

thirft.  mo 

Long  muft  his  patience  ftrive  with  fortune's 

rage, 
And  long  opposing  gods  thertfelves  engage, 
Maft  fee  his  country  Dame,    his  friends  de- 

ftroy'd, 
Before  the  promis'd  empire  b6  enjoy 'd  : 

Ver.  1105.     Nor firetcht  an  rofes]  Firft  edition  Not.     *        * 

Ver.  1 107.     But  far  renuro'd  in  thundering  camps  it  found, 
Hisjlumbersjhort,  his  bed  the  herblefs  ground  : 
In  tajks  of  danger  always  feen  therfrft, 
Feeds Jrorn  the  hedge 9  and  flakes  with  tee  his  thirft.} 
Si  Uvy  of  Hannibal,  lib.  19-  cap.  4. 

"  Nullo  labore  aut  corpus  fatigari,  aut  animus  vinci  poterat: 
caloris  ac  frigoris  patientia  par :  cibi  potionifque  defiderio  na- 
tural], non  vohiptate  modus  finitus :  vigiliarum  fomnique  nee 
die  nee  node  difcriminata  tempore ;  id  quod  gerendis  rebus 
fuperefict  quieti  datum  ;*  ea  neque  molli  ftrato,  ncque  filentio 
accerfita:  multi  faepe  railitari  (Ugulo  opertum  nuac  jacentein 
inter  cuftodias,  flationefque  militura  confpexerant :  veftitus 
nihil  inter  aequales  excellent  :  arma  atqUe  equi  cohfpicJebaiu 
tur :  equitum  Peditumque  idem  longfc  primus  erat :  princeps 
in  prselium  ibat:    ultimus   conferto   prelio  execdebat." 

John  Warton. 
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Such  toil  of  fate  rauft  build  a  man  of  fame,  1115 
And  fucfa,  to  Ifrael's  crown,  the  god-like  Dfr- 

vid  came. 
What  fudden  beams  difpel  the  clouds  fo  faft, 
Whofe  drenching  rains  laid  all  our  vineyards 

wafte  ? 
The  fpring  fo  far  behind  her  courfe  defay'd,  ■ 
On  the  inftant  is  in  all  her  bloom  array 'd;  1120 
The  winds  breathe  low,  the  element  ferene ; 
Yet  mark  what  motion  in  the  waves  is  feen  ! 
Thronging  and  bufy  as  Hybkean  fwarms, 
Or  draggled  foldiers  fummon'd  to  their  arms. 
See  where  the  princely  bark  in  loofeft  pride,  1125 
With  all  her  guardian  fleet,  adorns  the  tide ! 
High  on  her  deck  the  royal  lovers  (land, 
Our  crimes  to  pardon  e'er  they  touch'd  our 

land. 


Ver.  1 125.     See  where  the  princely  bark  in  loofeft  pride, 
With  all  her  guardian  fleet,  adorns  the  tide  ! 
High  on  her  deck  the  royal  levers  Jland,  $c] 

Having  fettled  the  government  of  Scotland,  the  Duke  of 
York,  with  his  dutchefe  and  houfhold,  returned  to  England, 
arriving  feiely  in  the  Gun-fleet  on  the  6th  of  May.  They  were 
met  at  Erith  by  the  king  and  court,  whom  they  accompanied  by 
water  to  Whitehall,  being  faluted,  as  they  came  up,  by  tb« 
Tower  guns,  and  by  all  the  mips  iu  the  river.  From  Whitehall 
they  went  to  Arlingtou-houfe  in  the  Park,  where  they  were 
furoptuoufly  entertained ;  and  his  Royal  Highnefs  received  the 
congratulations  of  the  city  on  his  happy  efcape  and  return,  and 
London  and  Weftminfter  blazed  with  bonfires,  aud  echoed  with 
rejoicing  for  this  happy  event. 

Derrick. 
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Welcome  to  Ifrael  and  to  David's  bread  ! 
Here  all  your  toils,  here   all   your  fufferings 
reft.  1130 

This  year  did  Ziloah  rule  Jerufalem, 
And  boldly  all  fedition's  furges'ftem, 
Howe'er  incumbered  with  a  viler  pair 
Than  Ziph  or  Shimei  to  affift  the  chair; 

Vet.  1129.  Welcome  to  Jfrad\  The  Duke  of  Buckingham 
gave  this  character  of  the  two  royal  brothers ;  that  Charles 
could  fee  things  if  he  would,  and  James  would  fee  things  if  he 
could.  The  conduct  of  James,  and  his  behaviour  in  his  vifit  to 
Oxford,  is  marvelloufly  weak,  prepofterous,  and  abfurd.  It  is 
recorded  in  Anthony  Wood's  Life.  Charles  II.  ufed  to  fay  with 
refpec*  to  the  miftrefles  of  his  brother,  which  were  plain  and 
homely,  that  his  confeflbr  had  impofed  fuch  miftrefles  upon 
him  as  Mrs.  Williams,  Lady  Bellafyfe,  Mrs.  Sedley,  and  Mrs. 
Churchill,  by  way  of  penance.  Charles  ITs  favourite  mi  ft  reft 
retained  her  beauty  till  near  70  years  of  age.  Sir  Peter  Lely, 
in  a  high  drain  of  flattery,  drew  her  portrait,  and  that  of  her 
fon  the  Duke  of  Richmond,  as  a  Madonna  and  Child,  for  a  con- 
vent in  France.  Dr.  J.  Wartok. 

Ver.  1131.  This  year  did  Ziloah  rule  Jerufalem9  $c.]  Sir  John 
Moor,  Lord  Mayor  of  London  in  1681,  and  one  of  the  reprc- 
fentatives  of  the  city  in  Parliament,  was  a  mod  zealous  and 
corrupt  partizun  of  the  court.  He  nominated  two  Sheriffs  whom 
he  knew  would  be  perfectly  fubfervient  to  the  mini  ft  ry  and 
the  arbitrary  meafures  of  the  king.  Dr.  J.  Waetow. 

In  a  congratulatory  poem,  addrelfed  to  Sir  William  Pritchard, 
(the  fucceflbr  of  Sir  John  Moor,)  publiflied  on  a  half-Qieet  in 
1682;  the  humble  bard  hurls  his  indignation,  not  without  an 
allufion  to  Drydeu's  poem,   againft 

"  That  long-earM  rout,  and  their  Achttophel, 
"  That  think  it  fin  to  live  and  not  rebel ; 
c<  Thofe  pious  elders,  that  Geneva  rabble, 
"  That  hope,  once  more,  to  make  old  Paul's  a  ftable." 

Tobi>. 
Ver.  1132.    And  boldly  all /edition's  furges  Jlem,]    Firft  edi- 
tion, Syrges.     Derrick,  Syrtu.  *         * 
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Yet  Ziloah's  loyal  labours  (6  prevailed  1135 

That  fa&ion  at  the  next  ele&ion  fail'd, 
When  even  the  common  crydid  juftice  found, 
And  merit  by  the  multitude  was  crown'd : 
With  David  then  was  Ifrael's  peace  reftor'd, 
Crowds  mourn  d  their  error,  and  obey'd  their 
lord.  1140 
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ENERAL   Monk,    Duke  of  Albe- 
marle. 

{  The  name  given,  through  this  Peem,  to 
c.     a  Lord-Chancellor  in  general 

Duke  of  Monmouth. 

The  Earl  of  Shafteftmry.  + 

Earl  of  Mulgrave. 

Sir  Edmundbury  Godfrey. 

Mr.  Seymour,  Speaker  of  the  Houfe  of 
Commons. 
C  Sir  Heneage  Finch,  Earl  of  Winchelfea, 
\     and  Lord-Chancellor. 

Ducheft  of  Monmouth. 

Sir  William  Waller. 
C  A  Character  drawn  by  Tate  for  Dryden, 
X     in  the  fecond  Part  of  this  Poem. 

Earl  of  Huntingdon. 

fiarnet. 

Duke  of  Ormond. 

Dutchefe  of  Portfmouth. 

General  Sackville. 
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Ben  Jochanan, 

Rev.  Mr.  Samuel  Johufon. 

Bezaliel, 

- 

Duke  of  Beaufort. 

Caleb, 

- 

.  Lord  Grey. 

Corah, 

- 

Dr.  Oatcs. 

David, 

- 

Charles  If. 

Doeg, 

- 

Elkanah  Settle.  -  /  •    *    * 

Egypt, 

- 

France. 

Eliab, 

- 

Sir  Henry  Bennet,  Earl  of  Arlington* 

Ethnic  Plot, 

The  Popifli  Plot 

(The  Laud  of  Exile,    more  particularly 

Gath, 

,  • 

1     Bruffels,  where  King  Charles  11.  long 
/     refided. 

Hebron, 

- 

Scotland. 

Hebrew  Priejls, 

The  Church  of  England  Clergy. 

Helon, 

• 

Earl  of  FeveHham. 

Hvjhai, 

- 

Hyde,  Earl  of  Kochefter. 

JtbufiUs, 

- 

Papifts. 

Jerufalem, 

- 

London. 

Jews, 

- 

Englifli. 

Jonas, 

- 

Sir  William  Jones. 

Jordan, 

• 

Dover. 

Jotham, 

- 

Marquis  of  Halifax. 

Jothran, 

- 

Lord  Dartmouth. 

Jjkbojheth, 

- 

Richard  Cromwell. 

Jfrael, 

- 

England. 

IJJachar, 

• 

Thomas  Thynne,  Efq; 

Judas, 

• 

Mr.  Fergufon,  a  cauting  Teacher. 

Ijkban, 

- 

Sir  Robert  Clayton. 

Mephibq/heth, 

Pordage. 

Michal, 

• 

Queen  Catharine. 

Nadab, 

- 

Lord  Howard  of  Efcrick 

Og, 

- 

Shadwell. 

Phaleg, 

- 

Forbes. 

Pharaoh, 

- 

King  of  France. 

Ralt/heka, 

m 

Sir  Thomas  Player* 

$aganofJerufahm,T)T.  Compton,  Biwop  of  London* 
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Sanhedrim,    - 

Parliament. 

Saul, 

Oliver  Cromwell. 

Skimei,          » 

Sheriff  Bethel. 

Sheva, 

Sir  Roger  Leftrange. 

Solymean  Rout, 

London  Rebels. 

Tyre, 

Holland. 

Vzza, 

Jack  Hall. 

Zadoc, 

Sancroft,  Archbifliop  of  Canterbury* 

Zaken, 

A  Member  of  die  Houfe  of  Commons. 

Zimri,             • 

Villiers,  Duke  of  Buckingham. 

Ziloah            \ 

Sir  John  Moon 

«« 
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EPISTLE 


TO   THE 


WHIGS. 


V  OR  to  whom  can  I  dedicate  this  poena,  with  fo 
much  juftice  as  to  you?  Tis  the  reprefentation  of 
your  own  hero:  'tis  the  picture  drawn  at  length,  which 
you  admire  and  prize  fo  much  in  little.  None  of 
your  ornaments  are  wanting ;  neither  the  laftdfeape  of 
the  Tower,  nor  the  rifing  fun ;  nor  the  Anno  Domini 
of  your  new  fovereign's  coronation.  This  muft  needs 
be  a  grateful  undertaking  to  your  whole  party;  efpe-r 
cially  to  thofe  who  have  not  been  fo  happy  as  to  pur- 
chafe  the  original.  I  hear  the  graver  has  made  a 
good  market  of  it :  ail  his  kings  are  bought  up  al- 
ready ;  or  the  value  of  the  remainder  fo  inhanced, 
that  many  a  poor  Polander  who  would  be  glad  to 
worfhip  the  image,  is  not  able  to  go  to  the  colt  of 
him,  but  muft  be  content  to  fee  him  here.  I  muft 
confefs  I  am  no  great  artift ;  but  fign-poft  painting 
will  ferve  the  turn  to  remember  a  friend  by,  efpecially 
when  better  is  not  to  be  had.  Yet  for  your  comfort 
the  lineaments  are  true ;  and  though  he  fat  not  five 
times  to  me,  as  he  did  to  B.  yet  I  have  confulted  hif- 
tory,  as  the  Italian  painters  do,  when  they  would 
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draw  a  Nero,  or  a  Caligula  ;  though  they  have  not 
feen  the  man,  they  can  help  their  imagination  by  a 
Ttatue  of  him,  and  fiud  out  the  colouring  from  Sueto- 
nius and  Tacitus.  Truth  is,  you  might  have  fpared 
one  fide  of  your  Medal :  the  head  would  be  feen  to 
more  advantage  if  it  were  placed  on  a  fpike  of  the 
Tower,  a  little  nearer  to  the  fun,  which  would  then 
break  out  to  better  purpofe. 

You  tell  us  ip  your  preface  to  the  No-proteftant 
Plot *,  that  you  lhall  be  forced  hereafter  to  leave  off 
your  modefty  :  I  fuppofe  you  mean  that  little  which 
is  left  you ;  for  it  was  worn  to  rags  when  you  put  out 
this  Medal.  Never  was  there  pra&ifed  fuch  a  piece 
of  notorious  impudence  in  the  face  of  an  eftablifhed 
government  I  believe  when  he  is  dead  you  will 
wear  him  in  thumb-rings,  as  the  Turks  did  Scanderbeg; 
as  if  there  were  virtue  in  his  bones  to  preferve  you 
againft  monarchy.  Yet  all  this  while  you  pretend 
not  only  zeal  for  the  public  good,  but  a  due  venera- 
tion for  the  perfon  of  the  king.  But  all  men  who 
can  fee  an  inch  before  them,  may  eafily  deteQ;  thofe 
grofs  fallacies.  That  it  is  neceffary  for  men  in  your 
circumftances  to  pretend  both,  is  granted  you  j  for 
without  them  there  could  be  no  ground  to  raife  a 
fa£tion.  But  I  would  alk  you  one  civil  queftion, 
what  right  has  any  man  among  you,  or  any  aflbciation 

•  A  folio  pamphlet  with  this  title,  vindicating  Lord  Shaftef- 
bury  from  being  concerned  in  any  plotting  deftgn  againft  the 
king,  was  publifhed  in  two  parts,  the  firft  in  lG8i,  the  fecond  in 
1682.  Wood  fays,  that  the  general  report  was,  that  they  were 
written  by  the  carl  himfelf,  or  that,  at  leaft,  he  found  the  mate- 
rials ;  and  his  fervant,  who  put  it  into  the  printer's  hands,  was 
committed  to  prifon.  Derrick.  "" 
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of  men,  (to  come  nearer  to  you,)  who,  out  of  parlia- 
ment, cannot  be  considered  in  a  public  capacity,  to 
meet  as  you  daily  do  in  faftious  clubs,  to  vilify  the 
government  in  your  difcourfes,  and  to  libel  it  in  all 
your  writings?  Who  made  you  judges  in  Ifrael? 
Or  how  is  it  confident  with  your  zeal  to  the  public 
welfare  to  promote  fedition  ?  Does  your  definition 
of  loyal,  which  is  to  ferve  the  king  according  to  the 
laws,  allow  you  the  licence  of  traducing  the  execu- 
tive power  with  which  you  own  he  is  invefted  ?  You 
complain  that  his  Majefty  has  loft  the  love  and 
confidence  of  his  people  ;  and  by  your  very  urging 
it,  you  endeavour  what  in  you  lies  to  make  him  lofe 
them.  All  good  fubje&s  abhor  the  thought  of  arbi- 
trary power,  whether  it  be  in  one  or  many  :  if  you 
were  the  patriots  you  would  feem,  you  would  not  at 
this  rate  incenfe  the  multitude  to  aflume  it ;  for  no 
fober  man  can  fear  it,  either  from  the  king's  difpofi- 
tion,  or  his  praftice,  or  even  where  you  would 
odioufly  lay  it,  from  his  minifters.  Give  us  leave  to 
enjoy  the  government  and  the  benefit  of  laws  under 
which  we  were  born,  and  which  we  defire  to  tranfmit 
to  our  pofterity.  You  are  not  the  truftees  of  the 
public  liberty  j  and  if  you  have  not  right  to  petition 
in  a  crowd,  much  lefs  have  you  to  intermeddle  in  the 
management  of  affairs,  or  to  arraign  what  you  do  not 
like,  which  in  effeft  is  every  thing  that  is  done  by  the 
king  and  council.  Can  you  imagine  that  any  reafon- 
aMe  man  will  believe  you  refpe6t  the  perfon  of  his 
Majefty,  when  'tis  apparent  that  your  feditious  pam- 
phlets *re  fluffed  with  particular  reflections  on  him? 
If  you  have  the  confidence  to  deny  this,  'tis  eafy  to 
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be  evinced  from  a  thoufand  pafiages,  which  I  only 
forbear  to  quote,  becaufe  I  defire  they  (hould  die, 
and  be  forgotten.  I  have  perufed  many  of  your 
papers ;  and  to  ihow  you  that  I  have,  the  third  part 
of  your  No-proteftant  Plot #  is  much  of  it  (tolcn 
from  your  dead  author's  pamphlet,  called  the  Growth 
of  Popery ;  as  manifeftly  as  Milton's  Defence  of  the 
Engliih  People  is  from  Buchanan  De  jure  regni  apud 
Scotos ;  or  your  firft  Covenant  and  new  Afibciatioa 
from  the  holy  league  of  the  French  Gui Cards.  Any 
one  who  reads  Davila,  may  trace  your  pra£tic«s  all 
along.  There  were  the  feme  pretences  for  reformat 
tion  and  loyalty,  the  fame  afperfions  of  the  king,  and 
the  fame  grounds  of  a  rebellion.  I  know  not  whether 
you  will  take  the  hiftorian  s  word,  who  fays  it  was  re«i 
ported,  that  Poltrot,  a  Hugonot,  murdered  Francis, 
duke  of  Guife,  by  the  inftigations  of  Theodore  Beza, 
or  that  it  was  a  Hugonot  minifter,  otherwife  called  a 
Prefbyterian,  (for  our  Church  abhors  fo  devilifli  a 
tenet)  who  firft  writ  a  treatife  of  the  lawfulnefs  of 


•  This  third  part,  printed  in  quarto,  was  fuppofcd  to  be  writ- 
ten by  Fergufon,  under  my  lord's  eye.  It  reflc&s  on  the  pro- 
ceedings againft  him  in  the  points  of  high  treafon,  whereof  he 
flood  accufed  ;  and  thrives  to  depreciate  the  characters  of  the 
witnefies,  by  painting  them  in  the  mod  odious  colours.  The 
Growth  of  Popery  was  written  by  Mr.  Marvel,  who  published  it 
a  little  before  his  death,  which  happened  in  1678.  A  fecond 
part  of  it  was  written  by  Mr.  Fergufon  above-mentioned ;  for 
which,  and  other  feditious  p radices,  his  body  was  demanded  of 
the  dates  of  Holland,  he  being  then  at  Brill,  but  refufed ;  though 
Sir  Thomas  Armstrong  had  been  given  up  by  them  a  little  beio/f» 
This  is  th6  fame  man  who  was  concerned  hi  the  Ryehoufe-plot ; 
and  it  is  remarkable,  that  when  the  fecretary  of  ftate  was  giving 
out  orders  for  the  lei  zing  the  reft  of  the  confpirators,  he  pru 
vately  bade  the  meflenger  to  let  Fergufon  efcape.    De&rIck.' 
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depofing  and  murdering  kings  of  a  different  perfua- 
iion  in  religion :  but  I  am  able  to  prove,  from  the 
do&rine  of  Calvin,  and  principles  of  Buchanan,  that 
they  fet  the  people  above  the  magiftrate ;  which,  if 
I  miftake  not,  is  your  own  fundamental,  and  which 
carries  your  loyalty  no  farther  than  your  liking. 
When  a  vote  of  the  Houfe  of  Commons  goes  on  your 
fide,  you  are  as  ready  to  obferve  it  as  if  it  were  palled 
into  a  law;  but  when  you  are  pinched  with  any 
former,  and  yet  unrepealed  A6fc  of  Parliament,  you 
declare  that  in  fome  cafes  you  will  not  be  obliged  by 
it  The  pafiage  is  in  the  fame  third  part  of  the  No- 
proteftant  Plot,  and  is  too  plain  to  be  denied.  The 
late  copy  of  your  intended  aflbciation,  you  neither 
wholly  juftify  nor  condemn ;  but  as  the  papifts,  when 
they  are  unoppofed,  fly  out  into  all  the  pageantries 
of  worlhip ;  but  in  times  of  war,  when  they  are  hard 
prefied  by  arguments,  lie  clofe  intrenched  behind  the 
Council  of  Trent :  fo  now,  when  your  affairs  are  in 
a  low  condition,  you  dare  not  pretend  that  to  be  a 
legal  combination,  but  whenfoever  you  are  afloat,  I 
doubt  not  but  it  will  be  maintained  and  juftificd  to 
purpofe.  For  indeed  there  is  nothing  to  defend  it 
but  the  fword :  'tis  the  proper  time  to  fay  any  thing 
when  men  have  all  things  in  their  power. 

In  the  mean  time,  you  would  fain  be  nibbling  at  a 
parallel  betwixt  this  aflbciation  *,  and  that  in  the 

*  When  England,  in  the  fixteenth  century,  was  fappofed  in 
danger  from  the  defigns  of  Spain,  the  principal  people,  with  the 
Queen  at  their  head,  entered  into  an  aflbciation  for  the  defence 
of  their  country,  and  of  the  Proteftant  religion,  againft  popery, 
invafion,  and  innovation.  Dz&atCK. 
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the  time  of  Queen  Elizabeth.  But  there  is  this  fmall 
difference  betwixt  them,  that  the  ends  of  the  one  are 
directly  oppofite  to  the  other:  one  with  the  Queen's 
approbation  and  conjunction,  as  head  of  it,  the  other 
without  either  the  confent  or  knowledge  of  the  King, 
againft  whofe  authority  it  is  manifeftly  defigned.' 
Therefore  you  do  well  to  have  recourfe  to  your  laft 
evafion  *  that  it  was  contrived  by  your  enemies, 
and  fhuffled  into  the  papers  that  were  feized ;  which 
yet  you  fee  the  nation  is  not  fo  eafy  to  believe  as 
your  own  jury ;  but  the  matter  is  not  difficult,  to 
find  twelve  men  in  Newgate  who  would  acquit  a 
malefactor. 

I  have  one  only  favour  to  defire  of  you  at  parting, 
that  when  you  think  of  anfwering  this  poem,  you 
would  employ  the  fame  pens  againft  it>  who  have 
combated  with  fo  much  fuccefs  againft  Abfalom  arid 
Achitophel :  for  then  you  may  afTure  yourfelves  of  a 
dear  victory,  without  the  leaft  reply.     Rail  at  me 
abundantly ;  and,  not  to  break  a  cuftom,  do  it  without 
wit :  by  this  method  you  wM  gain  a  confiderable  point 
which  is,  wholly  to  wave  the  anfwer  of  my  arguments' 
Never  own  the  bottom  of  your  principles,  for  fear 
they  fhould  be  treafon.     Fall  feverely  on  the  mifcar- 
riages  of  government;  for  if  fcandal  be  not  allowed 
you  are  no  free-born  fubjeas.  If  God  has  not  bleffed 
you  with  the  talent  of  rhiming,  make  ufe  of  my  poor 

weight  to  the  court  cL£r  '  *nd  ,Te  gn*tcr 

6  Derrick. 
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ftock  and  welcome :  let  your  verfes  run  upon  my 
feet ;  atid  for  the  utmoft  refuge  of  notorious  block* 
headsj  reduced  to  the  laft  extremity  of  fenfe,  turn  my 
own  fines  upon  me,  and  in  utter  defpair  of  your  own 
fatire,  make  me  fatirize  myfelf.  Some  of  you  have 
been  driven  to  this  bay  already ;  but,  above  all  the 
reft,  commend  me  to  the  non-conformift  parfon,  who 
writ  the  Whip  and  Key.  I  am  afraid  it  is  not  read 
fo  much  as  the  piece  deferves,  becaufe  the  bookfeller 
is  every  week  crying  help  at  the  end  of  his  Gazette, 
to  get  it  off.  You  fee  I  am  charitable  enough  to  do 
him  a  kindnefs,  that  it  may  be  publifhed  as  well  as 
printed ;  and  that  fo  much  (kill  in  Hebrew  derivations 
may  not  lie  for  wafte  paper  in  the  shop.  Yet  I  half 
fufpefifc  he  went  no  further  for  his  learning,  than  the 
index  of  Hebrew  names  and  etymologies,  which  is 
printed  at  the  end  of  fome  Englifh  bibles*  If  Achito- 
phel  fignify  the  brother  of  a  fool,  the  author  of  that 
poem  will  pafs  with  his  readers  for  the  next  of  kin. 
And  perhaps  it  is  the  relation  that  makes  the  kind* 
nefs.  Whatever  the  verfes  are,  buy  them  up,  I  be- 
feech  you,  out  of  pity ;  for  I  hear  the  conventicle  is 
Ihut  up,  and  the  brother  of  Achitophel  out  of  fervice. 
Now  footmen,  you  know,  have  the  generality  ta 
make  a  purfe  for  a  member  of  their  fociety,  who  has 
had  his  livery  pulled  over  bis  ears ;  and  even  Pro- 
teftant  focks  are  bought  up  among  you,  out  of  vene- 
ration to  the  name.  A  diflenter  in  poetry  from  fenfe. 
and  Englifli  will  make  as  good  a  Proteftant  rhymer, 
as  a  diffenter  from  the  Church  of  England  a  Pro- 
teftant parfon.  Befides,  if  you  encourage  a  young 
beginner,  who  knows  but  he  may  elevate  his  ftile  au 
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little  above  the  vulgar  epithets  of  prophane,  add 
laucy  Jack,  and  atheiftical  fcribbler,  with  which  bo 
treats  me,  when  tlie  fit  of  enthufiafm  is  ftrong  upon 
him :  by  which  well-mannered  and  charitable  CTpre£ 
(ions  I  was  certain  of  his  feft  before  I  knew  his  name* 
What  would  you  have  more  of  a  man?  He  has 
damned  me  in  your  caufe  from  Genefis  to  the  Reve- 
lations ;  and  has  half  the  texts  of  both  the  Tefta- 
ments  againft  me,  if  you  will  be  fo  civil  to  yourfelves 
as  to  take  him  for  your  interpreter,  and  not  to  take 
them  for  Iriih  witneffes.  After  all,  perhaps  you  will 
tell  me,  that  you  retained  him  pnly  for  the  opening 
of  your  caufe,  and  that  your  main  lawyer  is  yet  be- 
hind. Now  if  it  so  happen  he  meet  with  no  more 
reply  than  his  predeceflbrs,  you  may  either  conclude 
that  I  trull  to  the  goodnefs  of  my  caufe,  or  fear  my 
adversary,  or  difdain  him,  or  what  you  pleafe,  for  the 
(hort  on't  is,  'tis  indifferent  to  your  humble  fervant* 
whatever  your  party  fays  or  thinks  of  him. 
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OF  all  our  antic  fights  and  pageantry, 
Which  Englifh  ideots  run  in  crowds  to  fee, 

Ver.  1.  Of  all  our  antic  fights]  The  mod  candid  and  impair 
tial  account  of  Lord  Shaftefbury's  trial  and  acquittal,  on  which 
eccafion  thi  smedal  was  ft  ruck,  is  given  by  Mr.  Hume.  "  After 
the  diflblution  of  the  Parliament,  and  the  fubfequent  vi&ory  of 
the  Royalifts,  Shaftefbury's  evidences,  with  Turberville,  Smith, 
and  others,  addrefled  them  Pelves  to  the  minifters,  and  gave  infor- 
mation of  high  treafon  againft  their  former  patron.  It  is  fuffici* 
ently  fcandalous,  that  intelligence,  conveyed  by  fuch  men, 
fhould  be  attended  to ;  but  there  is  fome  reafon  to  think,  that  the 
court-agents,  nay,  the  minifters,  nay,  the  king  himfelf,  went  fur* 
ther,  and  were  active  in  endeavouring,  though  in  vain,  to  find 
more  reputable  perfons  to  fupport  the  blafted  credit  of  the  Irifli 
witnefies.  Sbaftelbury  was  committed  to  prifon,  and  his  indid- 
ment  was  prefented  to  the  Grand  Jury.  The  new  (heriffs  of 
London,  Shute  and  Pilkington,  were  engaged  as  deeply  as  their 
predeceflbrs  in  the  country  party ;  and  they  took  care  to  name 
a  Jury  extremely  devoted  to  the  lame  caufe :  a  precaution  quite 
requifite,  when  it  was  fcarce  poffiblc  to  find  men  attached  to 
neither  party.  As  far  as  fwearing  could  go,  the  treafon  was 
clearly  proved  againft  Shaftelbury,  or  rather  fo  clearly  as  to 
merit  no  kind  of  credit  or  attention.  That  veteran  leader  of  a 
party,  enured  from  his  early  youth  to  faction  and  intrigue,  to 
cabals  and  confpiracies,  was  reprcfented  as  opening,  without 
raferve,  his  treafonable  intentions  to  thefe  obfeure  banditti,  and 
throwing  out  fuch  violent  and  outrageous  reproaches  upon  the 
king,  as  none  but  men  of  low  education,  like  themfelves,  could  be 
fuppofed  to  employ.  The  draught  of  an  afiociation,  it  is  true, 
againft  popery  and  the  duke,  was  found  in  Shaftefbury's  cabinet, 
and  dangerous  inferences  might  be  drawn  from  many  claufes  of 
that  paper;  but  it  did  not  appear  that  it  had  been  framed  by 
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The  Polifh  Medal  bears  the  prize  alone : 
A  monfler,  more  the  favourite  of  the  town 
Than  either  fairs  or  theatres  have  (hown. 
Never  did  art  fo  well  with  nature  ftrive ; 
Nor  ever  idol  feem'd  fo  much  alive : 
So  like  the  man ;  fo  golden  to  the  fight, 
So  bafe  within,  fo  counterfeit  and  light. 
One  fide  is  fill 'd  with  title  and  with  face  ;        10 
And,  left  the  king  fhould  want  a  regal  place, 
On  the  reverfe,  a  tower  the  town  furveys ; 
O'er  which  our  mounting  fun  his  beams  dis- 
plays. 

Shaftefoury,  or  fo  much  as  approved  by  him ;  and  as  project 
of  an  aflbciation  had  been  propofcd  in  Parliament,  it  was  very 
natural  for  that  nobleman  to  be  thinking  of  fome  plan,  which  it 
might  be. proper  to  lay  before  that  afiembly.  The  Grand  Jury, 
therefore,  after  weighing  all  thcfc  ci  re  una  dances,  rejected  the  in* 
di&ment,  and  the  people,  who  attended  the  hall,  testified  their 
joy  by  the  loudeft  acclamation*,  which  were  echoed  through  the 
whole  city."  Dr.  J.  Warton. 

Ver.  3.  The  Polifh  Medal]  The  allufion  is  to  the  expect 
tion,  which,  it  was  pretended,  Lord  Shaftefbury  entertained,  of 
being  elected  king  of  Poland,  when  John  Sobiefki  was  chofeu. — 
This  ridiculous  report  gave  rife  to  feveral  fquibs,  both  in  poetry 
and  profe ;  but  in  none  of  the  poetical  pieces  is  the  joke  employed 
with  advantage.  The  reader  would  derive  no  fatisfacHon  from 
"  The  laft  Will  and  Teftament  of  Anthony,  King  of  Poland"  or 
from  "  The  King  of  Poland's  laft  Speech  to  his  Countrymen,"  or 
from  "  Tony's  Lamentation,  or  Potapjkfc  City-Cafe,  being  his 
laft  farewell  to  the  confecrated  Whigs,"  all  published  in  1682, 
although  to  the  laft  of  them  the  tune  is  prefixed,  in  mufical  cha- 
racters, Let  Oliver  now  be  forgotten  !  The  clofe  of  1682,  or  rather 
the  beginning  of  16'83,  produced  alfo  "  Dagon's  Fail,  or  the 
Whigs'  Lament  for  Anthony,  King  of  Poland ;"  and  in  1683  was 
alfo  published,  "  The  Cafe  is  alter'd  now,  or  the  Converfion  of 
Anthony,  King  of  Po/ow/,  publimed  for  fatisfa&ionof  tbeSen&i* 
fyed  Brethren."  Todd, 
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The  word,  pronounced  aloud  by  Chrieval  voice, 
LatamiiTi  which,  in  Polifh,  is  Rejoice.  is' 

The  day,  month,  year,  to  the  great  a&  are  join  d: 
And  a  new  canting  holiday  deGgn\L 
Five  days  he  fat,  for  every  cad  and  look  y 
Four4  mote  than  God  to  finifli  Adam  took- 
But  who  cad  tell  what  effence  angels  are,       20 
Or  how  long  Heaven  was  making  Lucifer  ? 
Ob,  could  the  ftyle  that  copy'd  every  grace, 
And  ploughed  fuch  furrows  for  an  eunuch  face, 
Could  it  have  form'd  his  ever-changing  will, 
The  various  piece  had  tir'd  the  graver  s  (kill !  23 
A  martial  hero  firft,  with  early  care, 
Blown,  like  a  pigmy  by  the  winds,  to  war. 
A  beardlefs  chief,  a  rebel,  e'er  a  man : 
So  young  his  hatred  to  his  prince  began. 
Next  this,  (how  wildly  will  ambition  fleer !)     so 
A  vermin  wriggling  in  the  Ufurper's  ear. 
Bartering  his  venal  wit  for  fums  of  gold, 
He  caft  himfelf  into  the  faint-like  mould ; 
Groand,  figh'd,  and  pray'd,  while  godlinefs  was 

gain, 
V  The  loudefl  bagpipe  of  the  fqueaking  train.    $5 

Ver.  19.    Four  more  than  God\    This  line  is  very  offenfively 
profane,  as  is  a  fucceeding  one, 

How  long  was  Heaven  in  making  Lucifer } 
There  are  too  many  fuch  in  this  poem.     Sec  alfo  line  2l6 : — 

■ —  his  thunder  could  they  fhun, 

He  mould  be  forc'd  to  crown  another  fon. 

Dr.  h  Wartok. 
vol..  1.  A  a 
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But,  as  'tis  hard  to  cheat  a  juggler's  eyes* 
His  open  lewdnefs  he  cook)  ne'er  difguife. 
There  fplit  the  faint:  for  hypocritic  zeal 
Allows  no  (ins  but  thofe  it  can  conceal. 
Whoring  to  fcandal  gives  too  large  a  fcope :  40 
Saints  muft  not  trade ;  but  they  may  interlope. 
The  ungodly  principle  was  all  the  fame  j 
But  a  grofs  cheat  betrays  his  partner's  game. 
Befides,    their  pace  was  formal,    grave,    and 

flack; 
His  nimble  wit  outran  the  heavy  pack.  45 

Yet  (till  he  found  his  fortune  at  a  ftay ; 
Whole  droves  of  blockheads  choaking  up  bb 

way ; 
They  took,  but  not  rewarded,  his  advifee;  . 
Villain  and  wit  exa&  a  double  price. 
Power  was  his  aim  :  but,  thrown  from  tbat^ 

pretence,  &>( 

The  wretch  turnd  loyal  in  his  own  defence; 
And  malice  reconcil'd  him  to  his  prince. 
Him,  in  the  anguilh  of  his  fool  he  ferv'd ; 
Rewarded  falter  ftill  than  he  deferv'd. 
Behold  him  now  exalted  into  trail ;  55 

His  counfel's  oft  convenient,  feldom  juft. 
Even  in  the  mod  fmcere  advice  he  gave, 
He  had  a  grudging  ftill  to  be  a  knave. 
The  frauds  he  learn'd  in  his  fanatic  yeare. 
Made  him  uneafy  in  his  lawful  gears.  60 
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At  bed  as  little  honed  as  he  could, 
And,  like  white  witches,  mifchievooily  good. 
To  his  firft  bias  longingly  he  leans  ; 
And  rather  would  be  great  by  wicked  means. 
Thus  fram'd  for  ill,  he  loos'd  our  triple  hold  ;  6s 
Advice  unfafe,  precipitous,  and  bold. 
From  hence  thofe  tears !  that  Ilium  of  our  woe ! 
Who  helps  a  powerful  friend,  fore-arms  a  foe. 
What  wonder  if  the  waves  prevail  fo  far, 
When  he  cut  down  the  banks  that  made  the 
bar  ?      %  70 

Seas  follow  but  their  nature  to  invade ; 
But  he  by  art  our  native  ftrength  betray'd* 
So  Sampfon  to  his  foe  his  force  confeft ; 
And  to  be  (horn,  lay  (lumbering  on  her  bread. 
But  when  this  fatal  counfel,  found  too  late,     75 
Expos'd  its  author  to  the  public  hate ; 
When  his  juft  fovereign,  by  no  impious  way 
Could  be  feduc'd  to  arbitrary  fway  ; 
Forfaken  of  that  hope  he  (hifts  the  fail, 
Drives  down  the  current  with  a  popular 
And  (hews  the  fiend  confefs'd  without 
He  preaches  to  the  crowd,  that  power  is  lent, 
But  not  convey'd  to  kingly  government ; 
That  claims  fucceffive  bear  no  binding  force, 
That  coronation  oaths  are  things  of  courfe  ;  85 
Maintains  the  multitude  can  never  err ; 
And  lets  the  people  in  the  papal  chair. 

a  a  2 
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The  reafon's  obvious ;  intereft  never  lies  J 
The  Baoft  have  ftill  their  intereft  io  their  eyes;( 
The  power  is  always  tbeir's,  and  power  is  everl 
wife*  90^ 

Almighty  crowds  thou  fhotteneft  all  difpnte, 
Power  is  thy  eflence  ;  wit  thy  attribute ! 
Nor  faith  nor  reafon  make  thee  at  a  ftay, 
Thou  leapft  o'er  all  eternal  truths  in  thy  pin* 

daric  way  ! 
Athens  no  doubt  did  rightedufly  decide*        fts 
When  Phocion  and  when  Socrates  were  tryfd ; 
As  righteOufly  they  did  thofe  dooms  repent ; 
Still  they  were  wife  whatever  way  they  went  5 
Crowds  erf  not,  though  to  both  extremes  they 

run; 
To  kill  the  father,  and  recal  the  fon.  100 

Some  think  the  fools  were  moil  as  times  went 

theft* 
But  now  the  world's  o'erftock'd   with  prudent 

men. 
The  common  cry  is  even  religion's  teft, 
The  Turk's  is  at  Conftantinople  beft ; 
Idols  in  India ;  Popery  at  Rome ;  105 

And  our  own  worlhip  only  true  at  home. 
And  true,  but  for  the  time  'tis  hard  to  know 
How  long  we  pleafe  it  fhall  continue  fo. 
This  fide  to-day,  and  that  to-morrow  burns ; 
So  all  are  God-a  mighties  in  their  turns.        1)0 
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A  tempting  do&rine,  plaufible  and  new ; 
What  fools  our  lathers  were,  if  this  be  true  ! 
Who  to  deftroy  the  feeds  of  civil  war, 
Inherent  right  in  monarchs  did  declare  ; 
And,  that  a  lawful  power  might  never  ceafe,  115 
Secur'd  fuccefljon  to  fecure  our  peace. 
Thu3  property  and  fovereign  fway,  at  laft 
In  equal  balances  were  juftly  caft  : 
But  this  new  Jehu  fpurs  the  hot-mouthed  horfe ; 
Inftru&s  the  bead  to  know  his  native  force ;  120 
To  take  the  bit  between  his  teeth,  and  fly 
To  the  next  headlong  deep  of  anarchy, 
Too  happy  England,  if  our  good  we  knew, 
Would  we  poflefs  the  freedom  we  purfue ! 
The  lavifh  government  c*n  give  no  jnore :    12$ 
Yet  we  repine,  and  plenty  makes  us  poor. 
God  try*d  us  once ;  our  rebelrfathers  fought, 
He  glutted  them  with  all  the  power  they  fought: 
Till  raafter'd  by  their  own  ufurping  brave, 
The  free-born  fubje&  funk  into  a  (lave-         130 
We  loath  our  manna,  and  we  long  for  quails  $ 
Ah,  what  is  man  when  his  own  wif/i  prevails ! 
How  ra(h,  how  fwift  to  plunge  him(Wf  in  ill ! 
Proud  of  his  power,  and  boundlefs  ii\  his  will ! 
I  That  kings  can  do  no  wrong  we  muft  believe  j  135 
Jf one  can  they  do,  and  muft  they  all  receive  ? 
Help  Heaven  !  or  fadly  we  (hall  fee  an  hourx 
When  neither  wrong  qo'r  rigtit  are  in  their  power  I 
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Already  they  have  loft  their  beft  defence, 

The  benefit  of  laws  which  they  difpenfe.       i*o 

No  juftice  to  their  righteous  caufe  allowed  ; 

But  baffled  by  an  arbitrary  crowd. 

And  medals  grav'd  their  conqueft  to  record, 

The  (lamp  and  coin  of  their  adopted  lord. 

The  man  who  laugh'd  but  once,  to  fee  an  afc 
Mumbling  to  make  the  crofs-grain'd  thiftles 

pafs ;  146 

Might  laugh  again  to  fee  a  jury  chaw 
The  prickles  of  unpalatable  law* 
The  witnefles,  that  leech-like  liv'd  on  blood, 
Sucking  for  them  were  medicinally  good  ;     i5D 
But  when  they  faften'd  on  their  fefter'd  fore, 
Then  juftice  and  religion  they  forfwore ; 
Their  maiden  oaths  debauch'd  into  a  whore. 
Thus  men  are  rais'd  by  fa&ions,  and  decry *d ; 
And    rogue    and  faint    diftinguifh'd  by  their 

fide.  155 

They  rack  even  fcripture  to  confefe  their  caufe, 
And  plead  a  call  to  preach  in  fpight  of  laws. 
But  that's  no  news  to  the  poor  injur'd  page, 
It  has  been  us'd  as  ill  in  every  age : 
And  is  conftrain'd  with  patience  all  to  take,  i6d 
For  what  defence   can   Greek   and    Hebrew 

make? 
Happy  who  can  this  talking  trumpet  feiae ; 
They  make  it  fpeak  whatever  fenfe  they  pleafe ; 
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Twas  fiam'd  at  firft  ottr  oracle  to  enquire ; 
But  fince  our  fe&s  in  prophecy  grow  higher, 
The  text  infpires  not  them,  but  they  the  texti 
infpire.  166^ 

London,  thou  great  emporium  of  our  iflet 

0  thou  too  bounteous,  thou  too  fruitful  Nile ! 
How  {hall  I  praife  or  curfe  to  thy  defert  ? 

Or  feparate  thy  found  from  thy  corrupted  part? 

1  call'd  thee  Nile;  the  parallel  will  (land ;     171 
Thy  tides  of  wealth  overflow  the  fatten'd  land  ;     nn^ 
Yet  moniiers  from  thy  large  increafe  we  find, 
Engendered  on  the  flirae  thou  leavTt  behind. 
Sedition  has  not  wholly  feiz'd  on  thee,  175 
Thy  nobler  parte  are  from  infe&ion  free., 

Of  Ifraefc  tribes  thou  haft  a  numerous  band* 
But  dill  the  Canaanite  is  in  the  land. 
Thy  military  chiefs  are  brave  and  true  ; 
Nor  are  thy  difinchanted  burghers  few.         iso 
The  head  is  loyal  which  thy  heart  commands, 
But  what's  a  head  with  two  fu$h  gouty  hands  ? 

Vcr*  167,    London,  thou  great  emporium  of  our  ijk^\    So  C9W« 
per  in  his  ufual  nervous  and  animated  ftrains: — 
O  thou,  refort  and  mart  of  all  the  earth, 
ChequerM  with  all  complexions  of  mankind, 
"And  fpotted  with  all  crimes ;  1n  whom  I  fee 
Much  that  I  love,  and  more  that  I  admire, 
And  all  that  I  abhor;  thou  freckled  fair, 
That  plcafefl.  and  yet  fhock'ft  me,  I  can  laugh, 
And  1  can  weep,  can  hope,  and  can  defpond, 
Feci  wrath,  and  pity,  wjien  I  think  on  thee !  _ 

John  Warpov. 
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The  wife  and  wealthy  love  the  fureft  way, 

And  are  content  to  thrive  and  to  obey. 

But  wifdonj  is  to  floth  too  great  a  (lave ;      iss 

None  are  fo  bufy  as  the  fool  and  kn^ive. 

Thofe  let  me  curfe ;  what  vengeance  will  they 

urge, 
Whofe  ordures  neither  plague    nor   fire   can 

purge  ? 
Nor  (harp  experience  can  to  duty  bring, 
Nor  angry  heaven,  nor  a  forgiving  king  (      190 
In  gofpel-phrafe  their  chapmen  they  betray; 
Their  (hops  are  dens,  the  buyer  is  their  prey. 
The  knack  of  trades  is  living  on  the  fpoil ; 
They  boaft  even  when  each  other  they  beguile. 
Cuftoms  to  (leal  is  fuch  a  trivial  thing,  195 

That  'tis  their  charter  to  defraud  their  king. 
All  hands  unite  of  every  jarring  fe6l; 
They  cheat  the  country  firft,  and  then  infeft* 
They  fpr  God's  paijfe  their  monarchs  dare  de- 
throne, 199 
And  they'll  be  fure  to  make  his  caufe  their  own. 
Whether  the  plotting  Jefuit  Jay'd  the  plan 
Of  murdering  kings,  pr  the  French  Puritan, 
Our  facrilegjous  fefts  their  guides  optgp, 
And  kings  and  kingly  power  would  murder  too. 
What  means  their  tr^iterops  combination  lefe, 
Too  plain  to  evade,  too  (hameful  to  confefs  !  206 
But  treafon  is  not  own'd  when  'tis  defcry'd  ; 
Supcefsful  crimes  alone  are  juftify'd. 
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The  men,  who  no  confpiracy  would  find, 
Who  doubts,  but  had  it  taken,  they  had  join'd, 
Join  d  in  a  mutual  covenant  of  defence ;       211 
At  firft  without,  at  laft  againft  their  prince  ? 
If  fovereign  right   by  fovereign  power  they 

fcan, 
The  fame  bold  maxim  holds  in  God  and  man : 
God  were  not  fafe,    his  thunder  could  they 

(bun,  215 

He  (hould  be  forc'd  to  crown  another  fon* 
Thus  when  the  heir  was  from  the  vineyard 

thrown, 
The  rich  pofleffion  was  the  murderers'  own. 
In  vain  to  fophiftry  they  have  recourfe  : 
By  proving  their's  no  plQt,  they  prove  'tis( 

worfe  j  22o( 

Unmaik'd  rebellion,  and  audacious  force: 
Which  though  not  a&ual,  yet  all  eyes  may  fee 
Tis  working  in  the  immediate  power  to  be ; 
For  from  pretended  grievances  they  rife, 
firft  to  diflike,  and  after  to  defpife.  225 

Then  Cyclop-like  in  human  fleflh  to  deal, 
Chop  up  a  minifter  at  every  meal  • 
Perhaps  not  wholly  to  melt  down  the  king  j 
But  clip  his  regal  rights  within  the  ring. 
From  thenee  to  afiume  the  power  of  peace  and 

war ;  230 

And  eafe  him  by  degrees  of  public  care* 
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Yet  to  confult  his  dignity  and  fame, 

He  fhould  have  leave  to  exercife  the  name  ; 

And  hold  tbe  cards  while  commons  play'd  thej 

game. 
For  what  can  power  give  more  than  food  and 

drink,  235 

To  live  at  eafe,  and  not  be  bound  to  think  ? 
Thefe  are  the  cooler  methods  of  their  crime, 
But  their  hot  zealots  think  'tis  lofs  of  time.; 
On  utmoft  bounds  of  loyalty  they  ftand,         \ 
And  grin  and  whet  like  a  Croatian  band  ;  240> 
That  waits  impatient  for  the  laft.  command.     3 
Thus  outlaws  open  villainy  maintain, 
They  fteal  not,  but  in  fquadrons  fcour  the  plain: 
And  if  their  power  the  pafiengers  fubdue, 
The  moft  have  right,  the  wrong  is  in  the  few. 
Such  impious  axioms  fooliftily  they  (how,      246 
For  in  forae  foils  republics  will  not  grow : 
Our  temperate  ifle  will  no  extremes  fuftain, 
Of  popular  fway  or  arbitrary  reign  : 
But  flidea  between  them  both  into  the  beft,  250 
Secure  in  freedom,  in  a  monarch  bleft: 
And  though  the  climate    vex'd  with  various 

winds, 
Works  through   our  yielding  bodies  on  our 

minds. 
The  wholefome  tempeft  purges  what  it  breeds, 
To  recommend  the  calmnefs  that  fucceeds.  255 
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But  thou,  the  pander  of  the  people's  hearts, 
O  crooked  foul,  and  Terpentine  in  arts, 
Whofe  blandishments  a  loyal  land  have  whor'd, 
And  broke  the  bonds  (he  plighted  to  her  lord ; 
What  curfes  on  thy  blafted  name  will  fall !  a&p 
Which  age  to  age  their  legacy  (hall  call ; 
For  all  muft  curfe  the  woes  that  muft  defcendl 

on  all. 

Religion  thou  haft  none :  thy  Mercury 
Has  pafs'd  through  every  fe&,  or  their'*  through 

thee.  264 

But  what  thou  giveft,  that  venom  ftill  remains ; 
And  the  pox'd  nation  feels  thee  in  their  brains. 
What  elfe  infpires  the  tongues  and  fwells  the 

breads 
Of  all  thy  bellowing  renegado  priefts, 

Ver.  260.     cttrfes  on  thy  blafted  name]    Can  this  verfe, 

or  verfe  276,  277,  296,  60,  65,  81,  and  indeed  many  others,  be 
called  juft  fa  tire  ?  and  ought  they  nut  rather  to  be  deemed  of- 
fenfive,  grofs,  and  downright  ribaldry  ?       /  -<><  -" "  *  • 
Hie  fuccus  nigra  loliginis;  hsec  ell 
JEmgo  raera— -        ' 

Neither  the  Shafiefbury  of  Dryden,  nor  the  Harvey  of  Pope, 
give  us  any  favourable  idea  of  their  hearts  and  tempers.  The 
author  of  the  Chara&erutics,  the  grand  fon  of  Shaftefbury,  did 
not  let  Dryden  efcape  for  this  ufage  of  his  anceftor.  "  To  fee," 
fays  he,  "  the  uicorrigiblenefc  of  our  poets,  in  their  pedantic 
manner,  their  vanity,  their  defiance  of  criticifm,  their  rhodo- 
roontade,  and  poetical  bravado,  we  need  only  turn  to  our  fa* 
roous  poet  laureat,  the  very  Bayes  himfclf,  in  one  of  his  lateft 
and  rooft  valued  pieces,  his  Don  Sebqftiarij  writ  many  years  after 
the  ingenious  author  of  the  Rehearfal  had  drawn  his  pi&urc," 
Vol,  III.  pf  276.  Dr,  J.  Wartok. 

Ver.  267.     What  elfe  infpires  the  tongues  and  fwells  the  brcqjU 
Of  all  thy  bellowing  renegado  priefts,  &c] 

Dryden  feems  to  have  borrowed  forae  of  thefe  fevere  remarks 
upon  the  fanatical  mittiftew  from  The  Geneva  Ballad,  publifbed 
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That  preach  up  thee  for  God ;  difpenfe  thy  laws ; 
And  with  thy  ftum  ferment  their  fainting  caufe  ? 
Frefli  fumes  of  madnefs  raife ;  and  toil  and 

fweat  271 

To  make  the  formidable  cripple  great.         * 
Yet  (hould  thy  crimes  fucoeed,  fhould  lawleft 

power 
Compafs  thofe  ends  thy  greedy  hopes  devour, 
Thy  canting  friends  thy  mortal  foes  would  be, 
Thy  God  and  their's  will  never  long  agree ;  $76 
For  thine  (if  thou  haft  any)  muft  be  one 
That  lets  the  world  and  human-kind  alone; 

on  a  frojgie  half  fhect  in  1674,  which  equals  in  bitternefs  (an4  j* 
not  deficient  in  poetical  fpirit)  the  paflkgc  before  us.  I  fclecl  a 
ftanza  or  two  in  unifon  with  Dryden : 

"  He  whom  die  Sifters  fo  adore, 

"  Counting  his  actions  all  divine  ; 
**  Who,  when  the  Spirit  hints,  can  roar, 
44  And,  if  occafion  fcrves,  can  whine; 
44  Nay,  he  can  bellow,  bray,  or  bark, 
44  Was  ever  fike  a  beuk-larn'd  clerk, 
44  That  fpcaks  all  linguas  of  the  ark  ! 

44  To  draw  in  profelytes  like  bees, 

44  With  pleaOng  twang  he  tones  his  profc* 
44  He  gives  his  handkerchief  a  fqueczc,  * 

"  And  draws  John  Calvin  through  his  nofe. 
44  Motive  on  motive  he  obtrudes, 
"  With  flip- flocking  fimilitudcs, 
"  Eight  ufes  more,  and  fo  concludes, 

41  When  Monarchy  began  to  bleed, 

**  And  Trcafon  had  a  fine  new  name ; 
14  When  Thames  was  baldcrdalh'd  with  Tweed, 
*'  And  pulpits  did  like  beacons  flame; 

44  When  Jeroboam's  calves  were  reared, 
u  And  Laud  was  neither  lov'd  norfcar'd, 
'4  Tliis  Gofpel-Comet  firft  appeared  " 

To»P«. 
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A  jolly  god,  that  pafles  hours  too  well 
To  promise  heaven,  or  threaten  us  witli  hell. 
That  unconcern'd  can  at  rebellion  fit,  *8t 

And  wink  at  crimes  he  did  hitafelf  commit 
A  tyrant  their's ;  the  heaven  their  priefthood 

paints 
A  conventicle  of  gloomy  fallen  faints  j 
A  heaven  like  Bedlam*  llovenly  and  fad  ;    295 
ForeKloom'd  fot  fouls,  with  falfe  religion  inach 
Without  a  vifion  poets  can  foreftiow  <. 

What  all  but  fools  by  common  fenfe  may  know : 
If  true  fucceflion  from  our  ifle  ihould  fail,     299 
And  crowds  profane  with  impious  arms  prevail, 
Not  thou,  nor  thofe  thy  fo&ious  arts  engage, 
Shall  reap  that  harveft  of  rebellious  rage, 
With  which  thou  flattered  thy  decrepid  age. 
The  fwelling  poifon  of  the  feveral  feds, 
Which,  wanting  vent,  the  nation's  health  io- 
fe&s,  SSC 

Vcr.  293.    thy  decrepid  age.]    This  appearance  of 

Shafteibury,  who  however  was  now  little  more  thantixty,  is  alio 
defcribed  in  "  Tony's  Lamentation/'  publiflied  about  the  fame 
lime  as  "  The  Medal"  was. 

*  Alas !  poor  onfortnnate  Tony, 

"  Where  now  muft  thou  hide  thy  old  head  t 

"  That  has  not  fo  much  as  one  crony 
«  Dares  own  the  great  things  thou  haft  &id« 

*  "  Ungrateful,  unfenfible  cullies, 

'*  To  leave  your  decrepid  patroon 
"  To  the  mercilefr  rage  of  the  bullies  » 

u  And  torief  in  every  lampoon !"  Tonn.  . 
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Shall  burft  its  bag ;  and  fighting  out  their  way, 
The  various  venoms  on  each  other  prey* 
The  preibyter  puff'd  up  with  fpiritual  pride, 
Shall  on  the  necks  of  the  lewd  nobles  ride : 
His  brethren  damn,  the  civil  power  defy ;     300 
And  parcel  out  republic  prelacy. 
But  fhort  (hall  be  his  reign  :  his  rigid  yoke 
And  tyrant  power  will  puny  fe6ts  provoke  ; 
And  frogs  and  toads,  and  all  the  tadpole  train, 
Will  croak  to  heaven  for  help,  from  this  devour* 

ing  crane •  305 

The  cutthroat  fword  and  clamorous  gown  (hall 

jar, 
In  (hfering  their  ill-gotten  fpoils  of  war : 
Chiefs  lhall  be  grudg'd  the  part  which  they^ 

pretend ; 
Lords  envy  lords,  and  friends  with  every  friend  I 
About  their  impious  merit  (hall  contend.    sio-> 
The  furly  commons  (hall  refpett  deny, 
And  juftle  peerage  out  with  property. 
Their  general  either  (hall  his  truft  betray, 
And  force  the  crowd  to  arbitrary  fway ; 
Or  they,  fufpe&ing  his  ambitious  aim, 
In  hate  of  kings  (hall  call  anew  the  frame 
And  thruft  out  Collatine  that  bore  their  name. 
Thus  inborn  broils  the  fa&ions  would  en-' 

gage, 
Or  wars  of  exil'd  heirs,  or  foreign  rage, 
Till  halting  vengeance  overtook  our  age  :  320- 
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And  our  wild  labours  wearied  into  reft, 
Reclin'd  us  on  a  rightful  monarch's  breaft. 

— —  Pudet  haec  opprobria,  vobis 
Et  did  potuifie,  &  non  potuiffc  refellL 
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PREFACE. 

A.  POEM  with  fo  bold  a  title,  and  a  name  prefixed 
from  which  the  handling  of  fo  ferious  a  fubjeQ;  mould 
not  be  expected,  may  reafonably  oblige  the  author 
to  fay  fomewhat  in  defence,  both  of  himfelf  and  of 
his  undertaking.  In  the  firft  place,  if  it  be  obje&ed 
to  me  that  being  a  layman,  I  ought  not  to  have  con- 
cerned myfelf  with  fpeculations,  which  belong  to  the 
profeffion  of  divinity  ;  I  could  anfwer,  that  perhaps 
laymen,  with  equal  advantages  of  parts  and  know- 
ledge, are  not  the  moft  incompetent  judges  of  (acred 
things ;  but  in  the  due  fenfe  of  my  own  weakneis  and 
want  of  learning  I  plead  not  this :  I  pretend  not  tp 
make  myfelf  a  jirfge  of  faith  in  others,  but  only  to 
make  a  confeffion  of  my  own.  I  lay  no  unhallowed 
hand  upon  the  ark,  but  wait  on  it  with  the  reverence 
that  becomes  me  at  a  diftance.  In  the  next  place  I 
will  ingenuoufly  confefs,  that  the  helps  I  have  ufed 
in  this  fmall  treatife,  were  many  of  them  taken  from 
the  works  of  our  own  reverend  divines  of  the  Church 
of  England ;  fo  that  the  weapons  with  which  I  com- 
bat irreligion,  are  already  confecrated;  though  I 
fuppofe  they  may  be  taken  down  as  lawfully  as  the 
•  fword  of  Goliah  was  by  David,  when  they  are  to  be 
employed  for  the  common  caufe  againft  the  enemies 
of  piety.    I  intend  not  by  this  to  intitle  them  to  any 

*    '    -   ;  :  * 
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of  my  errors,  which,  yet  I  hope  are  only  thofe  of 
charity  to  mankind ;  and  fuch  as  my  own  charity  has 
caufed  me  to  commit,  that  of  others  may  more  eafily 
excufe.  Being  naturally  inclined  to  fcepticifin  in 
pbilofophy,  I  have  no  reafon  to  impofe  my  opinions 
in  a  fubjeft  which  is  above  it ;  but  whatever  they 
are,  I  fubmit  them  with  all  reverence  to  my  mother 
Church,  accounting  them  no  further  mine,  than  as 
they  are  authorifed,  or  at  leaft  uncondemned  by  her. 
And,  indeed,  to  fecure  myfelf  on  this  fide,  I  have 
ufed  the  neceffary  precaution  of  (hewing  this  paper 
before  it  was  publtfhed  to  a  judicious  and  learned 
friend,  a  man  indefatigably  zealous  in  the  fervice  of 
the  Church  and  State;  and  whofe  writings  have  highly 
deferved  of  both.  He  was  pleafed  to  approve  the 
body  of  the  difcourfe,  and  I  hope  he  is  more  my 
friend  than  to  do  it  out  of  complaifance :  it  is  true  he 
had  too  good  a  tafte  to  like  it  all ;  and  amongft  forae 
other  faults  recommended  to  my  fecond  view,  what 
I  have  written  perhaps  too  boldly  on  St  Athanafius, 
which  he  advifed  me  wholly  to  omit  I  am  fenfible 
enough  that  I  had  done  more  prudently  to  have  fol- 
lowed his  opinion  :  but  then  I  could  not  have  fetis- 
fied  myfelf  that  I  had  done  honeftly  not  to  have  writ- 
ten what  was  my  own.  It  has  always  been  my 
thought,  that  heathens  who  never  did,  nor  without 
miracle  could,  hear  of  the  name  of  Chrift,  were  yet 
in  a  poffibility  of  falvation.  Neither  will  it  enter  ea- 
fily into  my  belief,  that  before  the  coming  of  our  Sa- 
viour, the  whole  world,  excepting  only  the  Jewilh 
nation,  fhould  lie  under  the  inevitable  neceffity  of 
everlafting  puniflunent,  for  want  of  that  revelation, 
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which  was  confined  to  fo  fmall  a  fpot  of  ground  as 
that  of  Paleftine.  Among  the  fons  of  Noah  we  read 
of  one  only  who  was  accurfed ;  and  if  a  blefling  in 
the  ripenefs  of  time  was  referved  for  Japhet  (of 
whofe  progeny  we  are)  it  feems  unaccountable  to  me, 
why  fo  many  generations  of  the  fame  offspring,  as 
preceded  our  Saviour  in  the  fleftf,  fhould  be  all  in- 
volved in  one  common  condemnation,  and  yet  that 
their  pofterity  fhould  be  intitled  to  the  hopes  of  fal~ 
ration  :  as  if  a  bill  of  exclufion  had  paffed  only  on 
the  fathers,  which  debarred  not  the  fons  from  their 
fucceffion.  Or  that  fo  many  ages  had  been  delivered 
over  to  hell,  and  fo  many  referved  for  heaven,  and 
that  the  devil  had  the  firft  choice,  and  God  the  next 
Truly  I  am  apt  to  think,  that  the  revealed  religion 
which  was  taught  by  Noah  to  all  his  fons,  might  com 
tinue  for  fome  ages  in  the  whole  pofterity.  That  af- 
terwards it  was  included  wholly  in  the  family  of  Sem 
ismanifeft;  but  when  the  progenies  of  Cham  and 
Japhet  fwarmed  into  colonies,  and  thofe  colonies 
were  fubdivided  into  many  others :  in  procefs  of  time 
their  defendants  loft  by  little  and  little  the  primitive 
and  purer  rites  of  divine  worfhip,  retaining  only  the 
notion  of  one  deity ;  to  which  fucceeding  generations 
added  others :  for  men  took  their  degrees  in  thofe 
ages  from  conquerors  to  gods.  Revelation  being 
thus  eclipfed  to  almoft  all  mankind,  the  light  of  na- 
ture as  the  next  in  dignity  was  fubftituted ;  and  that 
is  it  which  St  Paul  concludes  to  be  the  rule  of  the 
heathens,  and  by  which  they  are  hereafter  to  be 
judged.  If  my  fuppofition  be  true,  then  the  confe- 
quence  which  I  have  affumed  in  my  poem  may  be 


S74  PREFACE. 

alfo  true ;  namely,  that  Deifm,  or  the  principles  of 
natural  worfhip,  are  only  the  faint  remnants  or  dying 
flames  of  revealed  religion  in  the  pofterity  of  Noah : 
and  that  our  modern  philofophers,  nay  and  fome  of 
our  philofophifing  divines  have  too  much  exalted  the 
faculties  of  our  fouls,  when  they  have  maintained 
that  by  their  force,  mankind  has  been  able  to  find 
out  that  there  is  one  fupreme  agent  or  intellectual 
being  which  we  call  God :  that  praife  and  prayer  are 
his  due  worlhip ;  and  the  reft  of  thofe  deducements, 
which  I  am  confident  are  the  remote  eflfefts  of  reve- 
lation, and  unattainable  by  our  difcourfe,  I  mean  as 
Amply  confidered,  and  without  the  benefit  of  divine 
illumination.  So  that  we  have  not  lifted  up  ourfelves 
to  God,  by  the  weak  pinions  of  our  reaibn,  but  he 
has  been  pleafed  to  defcend  to  us ;  and  what  Socrates 
faid  of  him,  what  Plato  writ,  and  the  reft  of  the  hea- 
then philofophers  of  feveral  nations,  is  all  no  more 
than  the  twilight  of  revelation,  after  the  fun  of  it  was 
fet  in  the  race  of  Noah.  That  there  is  fomething 
above  us,  fome  principle  of  motion,  our  reaibn  can 
apprehend,  though  it  cannot  difcover  what  it  is  by 
its  own  virtue.  And  indeed  'tis  very  improbable, 
that  we,  who  by  the  ftrength  of  our  faculties  cannot 
enter  into  the  knowledge  of  any  Being,  not  fo  much 
ad  of  our  own,  ihould  be  able  to  find  out  by  them, 
that  fupreme  nature,  which  we  cannot  otherwife  de- 
fine than  by  faying  it  is  infinite ;  as  if  infinite  were 
definable,  or  infinity  a  fubjeft  for  our  narrow  under- 
ftanding.  They  who  would  prove  religion  by  reaibn, 
do  but  weaken  the  caufe  which  they  endeavour  to 
ftipport,  it  is  to  take  away  the  pillars  from  our 

Digitized  by  VjOOQ IC 


PREFACE*  $J5 

faith,  and  to  prop  it  only  with  a  twig;  it  is  to  defig^ 
a  tower  like  that  of  Babel,  which  if  it  were  pojfibLey 
as  it  is  not,  to  reach  heaven,  would  come  to  nothing 
by  the^confufion  of  the  workmen.  For  every  map  is 
building  a  feveral  way  j  impotently  conceited  of  his 
own  model  and  his  own  materials :  reafon  is  always 
ftrivingp  and  always  at  a  lofe ;  «nd.  pf  neceffity  it 
muft  fo  come  to  pais,  while  it  is  exercifed  about  that 
which  is  not  its  own  proper  obje&  Let  us  be  con* 
tent  at  laft  to  know  God  by  his  own  methods;  a$ 
leaft,  fo  much  of  him  as  he  is  pleafed  to  reyeal  to  us 
in  the  iacred  Scriptures :  to  apprehend  them  to  be 
the  word  of  God  is  all  our  peaibn  has  to  do ;  for  all 
beyond  it  is  the  work  of  faith,  which  is  the  feal  of 
heaven  imprefled  upon  our  human  underftandiig. 

And  now  for  what  concerns  the  holy  bifhop  Athan- 
afius,  the  preiaoe  of  whofe  creed  feems  inconfiftent 
with  my  opinion ;  which  is,  that  heathens  may  poffi- 
biy  be  (aved :  in  the  firft  place  I  defire  it  may  be 
considered  that  it  is  the  preface  only,  not  the  creed 
itfelf,  which,  till  I  am  better  informed,  is  of  too 
hard  a  digeition  for  my  charity.  Tis  not  that  I  am 
ignorant  how  many  fevaral  texts  of  Scripture  feem- 
ingly  fupport  that  caufe;  but  neither  am  I  ignorant 
how  all  thofe  texts  may  receive  a  kinder,  and  more 
mollified  interpretation*  Every  man  who  is  read  in 
Church  hiftory,  knows  that  belief  was  drawn  up  after 
a  long  contestation  with  Alius,  concerning  the  divi- 
nity of  our  blefled  Saviour,  and  his  being  one  fub- 
£anoe  with  the  Father ;  and  that  thus  compiled  it  was 
fent  abroad  among  the  Chriftian  Churches,  as  a  kind 
of  teft,  which  whofoever  took  was  looked  on  as  an 
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orthodox  believer.  It  is  nianifeft  from  hence,  that 
the  heathen  part  of  the  empire  was  not  concerned  in 
it;  for  its  bufinefs  was  not  to  diftinguifti  betwixt  Pa- 
gans and  Chriftians,  but  betwixt  Heretics  and  true 
Believers.  This,  well  considered,  takes  off  the 
heavy  weight  of  cenfure,  which  I  would  willingly 
avoid,  from  fo  venerable  a  man ;  for  if  this  propor- 
tion, €  whofoever  will  be  (aved,'  be  reftrained  only  to 
thofe  to  whom  it  was  intended,  and  for  whom  it  was 
compofed,  I  mean  the  Chriftians ;  then  the  anathema 
reaches  not  the  Heathens,  who  had  never  heard  of 
Chrift,  and  were  nothing  interefted  in  that  difpute. 
After  all  I  am  far  from  blaming  even  that  prefatory 
addition  to  the  creed,  and  as  far  from  cavilling  at  the 
continuation  of  it  in  the  liturgy  of  the  Church,  where 
on  the  days  appointed  it  is  publicly  read :  for  I  fup- 
pofe  there  is  the  fame  reafon  for  it  now,  in  oppofi- 
tion  to  the  Socmians,  as  there  was  then  againft  the 
Arians ;  the  one  being  a  Herefy,  which  feems  to 
have  been  refined  out  of  the  other ;  and  with  how 
much  more  plaufibility  of  reafon  it  combats  our  reli- 
gion, with  fo  much  more  caution  to  be  avoided :  and 
therefore  the  prudence  of  our  Church  is  to  be  com- 
mended, which  has  interpofed  her  authority  for  the 
recommendation  of  this  creed.  Yet  to  fuch  as  are 
grounded  in  the  true  belief,  thofe  explanatory  creeds, 
the  Nicene  and  this  of  Athanafius,  might  perhaps 
be  fpared;  for  what  is  fupernatural,  will  always  be 
a  myftery  in  fpight  of  expofition,  and  for  my  own 
part,  the  plain  Apoftles'  creed  is  moil  fuitable  to  my 
weak  underftanding,  as  the  fimpleft  diet  is  the  moft 
eafyof  digeftion. 
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I  have  dwelt  longer  on  this  fubjeft  than  I  intend- 
ed, and  longer  than  perhaps  1  ought;  for  having 
laid  down,  as  my  foundation,  that  the  Scripture  is  a 
rule ;  that  in  all  things  needful  to  falvation  it  is  clear,, 
fufficient,  and  ordained  by  God  Almighty  for  that 
purpofe,  I  have  left  myfelf  no  right  to  interpret  ob- 
fcure  places,  fuch  as  concern  the  poffibility  of  eternal 
happinefs  to  heathens :  becaufe  whatfoever  is  ob- 
fcure  is  concluded  not  neceffary  to  be  known. 

But,  by  afierting  the  Scripture  to  be  the  canon  of 
our  faith,  I  have  unavoidably  created  to  myfelf  two 
forts  of  enemies :  the  Papifts  indeed,  more  direftly, 
becaufe  they  have  kept  the  Scripture  from  us  what 
they  could ;  and  have  referved  to  themfelves  a  right 
of  interpreting  what  they  have  delivered  under  the 
pretence  of  infallibility :  and  the  Fanatics  more  col- 
laterally, becaufe  .they  have  affumed  what  amounts 
to  an  infallibility,  in  the  private  fpirit :  and  have  de- 
torted  thofe  texts  of  Scripture  which  are  not  nece£ 
fary  to  falvation,  to  the  damnable  ufes  of  fedition, 
difturbance,  and  deftruftion  of  the  civil  government 
To  begin  with  the  Papifts,  and  to  fpeak  freely,  I 
think  them  the  leis  dangerous,  at  leaf);  in  appearance 
to  our  prefent  ftate,  for  not  only  the  penal  laws  are 
in  force  againft  them,  and  their  number  is  contemp- 
tible ;  but  alfo  their  peerage  and  commons  are  ex- 
cluded from  parliament,  and  confequently  thofe  laws 
in  no  probability  of  being  repealed.  A  general  and 
uninterrupted  plot  of  their  Clergy,  ever  fince  the  Re- 
formation, I  fuppofe  all  Proteftants  believe ;  for  it 
is  not  reafonable  to  think  but  that  fo  many  of  their  or- 
ders, as  were  outed  from  their  fat  pofleffions,  would 
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endeavour  a  re-entrance  againft  thofc  whom  they  ac- 
count  heretics.  As  for  the  late  defign,  Mr.  Cole- 
nan's  letters,  for  ought  I  know,  are  the  beft  evi- 
dence ;  and  what  they  difcover,  without  wire-draw* 
ing  their  £enfe9  or  malicious  glofles,  all  men  of  rea- 
ibn  conclude  credible.  If  there  be  any  thing  more 
than  this  required  of  me,  I  mud  believe  it  as  well  as 
I  am  able,  in  fpight  of  the  witnefles,  and  out  of  a 
decent  conformity  to  the  votes  of  parliament ;  for  J 
fuppofe  the  Fanatics  will  not  allow  the  private  fpirit 
in  this  cafe.  Here  the  infallibility  is  at  ieaft  in  one 
part  of  the  government;  and  our  underftandings  as 
well  as  our  wills  are  reprefented.  But  to  return  to 
.  the  Roman  Catholics,  how  can  we  be  fecure  froi» 
the  practice  of  Jefuited  Papifts  in  that  religion  ?  For 
not  two  or  three  of  that  order,  as  fome  of  them 
would  impofe  upon  us,  but  almoft  the  whole  body  of 
them  are  of  opinion,  that  their  infallible  mafter  has  a 
right  over  kings,  not  only  in  fpirituals  but  temporals. 
Not  to  name  Mariana,  Bellarmine,  Emanuel  S% 
Molina,  Santarel,  Simancha,  and  at  leaft  twenty 
others  of  foreign  countries ;  we  can  produce  of  our 
own  nation,  Campian,  and  Doleman  or  Parfons,  bo- 
lides many  are  named  whom  I  have  not  read,  who  all 
of  them  atteft  this  do&rine,  that  the  Pope  can  de- 
pofe  and  give  away  the  right  of  any  fovereign  prince, 
fi  vel  paulum  dtfkxerk,  if  he  fliali  never  fo  little  warp  : 
but  if  he  once  comes  to  be  excommunicated,  then 
the  bond  of  obedience  is  taken  off  from  fubje&s ;  and 
tbey  may  and  ought  to  drive  him  like  another  Nebu- 
chadnezear,  tx  hormnum  Chriftiamrum  dominate, 
from  exercifing  dominion  over  Chriftians;  and  to 
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this  they  are  bound  by  virtue  of  divine  precept,  and 
by  all  the  ties  of  confcience  under  no  lefs  penalty 
than  damnation.  If  they  anfwer  me,  as  a  learned 
prieft  has  lately  written,  that  this  doftrine  of  the  Je- 
Fuits  is  not  fefdt;  and  that  confequently  they  are 
not  obliged  by  it,  they  muft  pardon  me,  if  I  think 
they  have  laid  nothing  to  the  purpofe;  for  it  is  a 
maxim  in  their  Church,  where  points  of  faith  are  not 
decided,  and  that  doftors  are  of  contrary  opinions, 
they  may  follow  which  part  they  pleafe ;  but  more 
fafely  the  moft  received  and  moft  authorized.  And 
their  champion  Bellarnrine  has  told  the  world,  in  his 
apology,  that  the  king  of  England  is  a  vaffal  to  the 
Pope,  ratione  dire&i  domnii,  and  that  he  holds  in 
villanage  of  his  Roman  landlord.  Which  is  no  new 
claim  pttt  in  for  England.  Our  chronicles  are  his 
authentic  witnefles,  that  king  John  was  depofed  by 
the  lame  plea,  and  Philip  Auguftus  admitted  tenant. 
And  which  makes  the  more  for  Bellarmine,  the 
French  king  was  again  ejefted  when  our  king  fub- 
mitted  to  the  Church,  and  the  crown  received  under 
the  fordid  condition  of  a  vaflalage. 

It  is  not  ftrfficient  for  the  more  moderate  and  well- 
meaning  Papifts,  of  which  I  doubt  not  there  are 
many,  to  produce  the  evidences  of  their  loyalty  to 
the  late  king,  and  to  declare  their  innocency  in  this 
plot:  I  will  grant  their  behaviour  in  the  firft,  to  have 
been  as  loyal  and  as  brave  as  they  defire ;  and  will 
be  willing  to  hold  them  excufed  as  to  the  fecond,  I 
mean  when  it  comes  to  my  turn,  and  after  my  bet- 
ters ;  for  it  is  a  madnefs  to  be  fober  alone,  while  the 
nation  continues  drunk :  but  that  faying  of  their  fa- 
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tber  Cref.  is  full  running  in  my  head,  that  they  may 
be  difpenfed  with  in  their  obedience  to  an  heretic 
prince,  while  the  neceffity  of  the  times  fliall  oblige 
them  to  it :  for  that,  as  another  of  them  tells  us,  is 
only  the  efFe&  of  Chriftian  prudence ;  but  when  once 
they  fliall  get  power  to  fliake  him  off,  an  heretic  is  no 
lawful  king,  and  confequently  to  rife  againft  him  is 
no  rebellion.  I  fhould  be  glad,  therefore,  that  they 
would  follow  the  advice  which  was  charitably  given 
them  by  a  reverend  prelate  of  our  Church ;  namely, 
that  they  would  join  in  a  public  aft  of  difowning  and 
detecting  thofe  Jefuitic  principles ;  and  fubfcribe  to 
all  do&rines  which  deny  the  Pope's  authority  of  de- 
pofing  kings,  and  releasing  fubje&s  from  their  oath 
of  allegiance :  to  which  I  fhould  think  they  might 
eafily  be  induced,  if  it  be  true  that  this  prefent  Pope 
has  condemned  the  do&rine  of  king-killing,  a  thefis 
oftheJefuits,  amongft  others,  ex  cathedra,  as  they 
call  it,  or  in  open  confiftory. 

Leaving  them  therefore  in  fo  fair  a  way,  if  they 
pleafe  themfelves,  of  fatisfying  all  reafonable  men  of 
their  fincerity  and  good  meaning  to  the  government, 
I  fhall  make  bold  to  confider  that  other  extreme  of 
our  religion,  I  mean  the  Fanatics,  or  Schifmatics,  of 
the  Englifh  Church.  Since  the  Bible  has  been  tran- 
slated into  our  tongue,  they  have  ufed  it  fo,  as  if 
their  bufinefs  was  not  to  be  faved  but  to  be  damned 
by  its  contents.  If  we  confider  only  them,  better 
had  it  been  for  the  Englifh  nation,  that  it  had  ftill 
remained  in  the  original  Greek  and  Hebrew,  or  at 
leaft  in  the  honeft  Latin  of  St  Jerome,  than  that  fe- 
veral  texts  in  it  fhould  have  been  prevaricated  to  the 
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deftru&ion  of  that  government,  which  put  it  into  fy 
ungrateful  hands. 

How  many  herefies  the  firft  tranflation  of  Tindal 
produced  in  few  years,  let  my  lord  Herbert's  hiftory 
of  Henry  the  Eighth  inform  you ;  infomuch,  that  for 
thegrofs  errors  in  it,  and  the  great  mifchiefs  it  oc- 
cafioned,  a  fentence  paffed  on  the  firft  edition  of  the 
Bible,  too  fhameful  almoft  to  be  repeated.  After 
the  lhort  reign  of  Edward  the  Sixth,  who  had  conti- 
nued to  carry  on  the  Reformation  on  other  principles 
than  it  was  begun,  every  one  knows  that  not  only 
the  chief  promoters  of  that  work,  but  many  others, 
whofe  confciences  would  not  difpenfe  with  Popery, 
were  forced,  for  fear  of  perfecution,  to  change  cli- 
mates :  from  whence  returning  at  the  beginning  of 
queen  Elizabeth's  reign,  many  of  them  who  had  been 
in  France,  and  at  Geneva,  brought  back  the  rigid 
opinions  and  imperious  difcipline  of  Calvin,  to  graft 
upon  our  Reformation.  Which,  though  they  cun- 
ningly concealed  at  firft,  as  well  knowing  how  naufe- 
oufly  that  drug  would  go  down  in  a  lawful  Monarchy, 
which  was  prefcribed  for  a  rebellious  Common- 
wealth, yet  they  always  kept  it  in  referve ;  and  were 
never  wanting  to  themfelves  either  in  court  or  par- 
liament, when  either  they  had  any  profped  of  a  nu- 
merous party  of  fanatic  members  of  the  one,  or  the 
encouragement  of  any  favourite  in  the  other,  whofe 
covetoufnefs  was  gaping  at  the  patrimony  of  die 
Church.  They  who  will  confult  the  works  of  our  ve- 
nerable Hooker,  or  the  account  of  his  life,  or  more 
particularly  the  letter  written  to  him  on  this  fubjed^ 
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by  George  Crammer,  may  fee  by  what  gradations 
they  proceeded ;  from  the  diflike  of  cap  and  fur- 
plice,  the  very  next  ftep  was  admonitions  to  the  par- 
liament againft  the  whole  government  ecclefiaftical ; 
then  came  out  volumes  in  Englifh  and  Latin  in  de- 
fence of  their  tenets :  and  immediately  pra&ices 
were  fet  on  foot  to  ered  their  difcipline  without  au- 
thority* Thofe  not  fucceeding,  fetirc  and  railing  was 
the  next :  and  Martin  Mar-prelate,  the  Marvel  of 
thofe  times,  was  the  firft  prefbyterian  fcribler,  who 
ian&ified  libels  and  fcurrility  to  the  ufe  of  the  good 
old  caufe.  Which  was  done,  fays  my  author,  upon 
this  account;  that  their  ferious  treatifes  having  been 
folly  anfwered  and  refuted,  they  might  compafs  by 
railing  what  they  had  loft  by  reafoning;  and,  when 
their  caufe  was  funk  in  court  and  parliament,  they 
migjit  at  leaft  hedge  in  a  Hake  amongft  the  rabble : 
for  to  their  ignorance  all  things  are  wit  which  are 
abufive;  but  if  Church  and  State  were  made  the 
theme,  then  the  doftoral  degree  of  wit  was  to  be 
taken  at  Billingfgate :  even  the  moft  feintlike  of  the 
party,  though  they  durft  not  excufe  this  contempt 
and  vilifying  of  the  government,  yet  were  pleafed, 
and  grinned  at  it  with  a  pious  fmile ;  and  called  it  a 
judgment  of  God  againft  the  hierarchy.  Thus  fe&a- 
ries,  we  may  fee,  were  born  with  teeth,  foul-mouth- 
ed and  fcwrilous  from  their  infancy :  and  if  fpiri- 
tual  pride,  venom,  violence,  contempt  of  fuperiors, 
and  flaoder,  had  been  the  marks  of  orthodox  belief; 
■the  prefbytcry  and  the  reft  of  our  fchifinatics,  which 
are  their  fpawn,  were  always  the  moft  vifible  church 
in  the  Chriftian  world. 
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It  is  true,  the  government  was  too  ftrong  at  that 
time  for  a  rebellion;  but  to  ihew  what  proficiency 
they  had  made  in  Calvin's  fchool,  even  then  their 
mouths  watered  at  it :  for  two  of  their  gifted  bro- 
therhood, Hacket  and  Coppinger,  as  the  ftory  tells 
us,  got  up  into  a  peafc-cart,  and  harangued  the  peo- 
ple, to  difpofe  them  to  an  infurrection,  and  to  efta- 
blifh  their  difcipline  hy  force :  fo  that  however  k 
comes  about,  that  now  they  Celebrate  queen  Eliza- 
beth's birth-night,  as  that  of  their  faint  and  patronr 
efs ;  yet  then  they  were  for  doing  the  work  of  the 
Lord  by  arms  againft  her;  and  in  all  probability 
they  wanted  but  a  fanatic  lord  mayor  and  two  fheriffe 
of  their  party,  to  have  compaflfed  it 

Our  venerable  Hooker,  after  many  admonitions 
which  be  had  given  them,  towards  the  end  of  bis  pre- 
face, breaks  out  into  this  prophetic  fpeech :  "  There 
"  is  in  every  one  of  thefe  confiderarions  moft  juft 
u  caufe  to  fear,  left  our  haftinefe  to  embrace  a  thing 
u  offo  perilous  confequence,"  (meaning  the  prefby- 
terian  difcipline,)  "  fhould  caufe  pofterity  to  fed 
"  thofe  evils,  which  as  yet  are  more  eafy  for  us  to 
"  prevent,  than  they  would  be  for  them  to  remedy." 

How  fatally  this  Cafiandra  has  foretold  we  know 
too  well  by  fed  experience :  the  feeds  were  fovra  in 
the  time  of  queen  Elizabeth,  the  Woody  harveft  ri- 
pened in  the  reign  of  king  Charles  the  Martyr :  and 
becaufe  all  the  (heaves  could  not  be  carried  off  with- 
out ihedding  feme  of  the  loofe  grains,  another  crop 
is  too  like  to  follow ;  nay,  I  fear  it  is  unavoidable  if 
the  conventiclers  be  permitted  dill  to  fcatten 
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A  man  may  be  fuffered  to  quote  an  adverfary  to 
our  religion,  when  he  fpeaks  truth  :  and  it  is  the  ob- 
fervation  of  Maimbourg,  in  hb  Hiftory  of  Calvinifm, 
that  wherever  that  difcipline  was  planted  and  em- 
braced, rebellion,  civil  war,  and  milery,  attended 
it  And  how  indeed  fhould  it  happen  otherwife? 
Reformation  of  Church  and  State  has  always  been 
the  ground  of  our  divifions  in  England.  While  we 
were  Papifts,  our  holy  father  rid  us,  by  pretending 
authority  out  of  the  Scriptures  to  depofe  princes; 
when  we  fhook  off  his  authority,  the  fe&aries  fur- 
nifhed  themfelves  with  the  fame  weapons ;  and  out 
of  the  fame  magazine,  the  Bible :  fo  that  the  Scrip- 
tures, which  are  in  themfelves  the  greateft  fecurity 
of  governors,  as  commanding  exprefs  obedience  to 
them,  are  now  turned  to  their  deftru&ion ;  and  ne- 
ver fince  the  Reformation,  has  there  wanted  a  text  of 
their  interpreting  to  authorize  a  rebel.  And  it  is  to 
be  noted  by  the  way,  that  the  doftrines  of  king-kill- 
ing and  depofing,  which  have  been  taken  up  only  by 
the  worft  party  of  the  Papifts,  the  raoft  frontlefs  flat- 
terers of  the  Pope's  authority,  have  been  efpoufed, 
defended,  and  are  ftill  maintained  by  the  whole  body 
of  Nonconformifts  and  republicans.  It  is  but  dub- 
bing  themfelves  the  people  of  God,  which  it  is  the  in- 
tereft  of  their  preachers  to  tell  them  they  are,  and 
their  own  intereft  to  believe;  and. after  that,  they 
cannot  dip  into  the  Bible,  but  one  text  or  another 
will  turn  up  for  their  purpofe :  if  they  are  under  per- 
fection, as  they  call  it,  then  that  is  a  mark  of  their 
election;  if  tbey  flouriih,  then  God  works  miracles 
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for  their  deliverance,  and  the  faints  are  to  poffefs  the 
earth. 

They  may  think  tbemfelves  to  be  too  roughly 
handled  in  this  paper ;  but  I,  who  know  beft  how  far 
I  could  hare  gone  on  this  fubjeft,  muft  be  bold  to 
tell  them  they  are  fpared :  though  at  the  fame  time  I 
am  not  ignorant  that  they  interpret  the  mildnefs  of  a 
writer  to  them,  as  they  do  the  mercy  of  the  govern- 
ment ;  in  the  one  they  think  it  fear,  and  conclude  it 
weaknefe  in  the  other.  The  beft  way  for  them  to 
confute  me  is,  as  I  before  advifed  the  Papifts,  to 
difclaim  their  principles  and  renounce  their  praftices. 
We  ihall  all  be  glad  to  think  them  true  Engliihmen 
when  they  obey  the  King,  and  true  Proteftants  when 
they  conform  to  the  Church-difcipline. 

It  remains  that  I  acquaint  the  reader,  that  thefe 
verfes  were  written  for  an  ingenious  young  gentleman 
my  friend,  upon  his  tranflation  of  The  Critical  Hif- 
tory  of  the  Old  Teftament,  compofed  by  the  learned 
father  Simon :  the  verfes  therefore  are  addreffed  to 
the  tranflator  of  that  work,  and  the  ftyle  of  them  is, 
what  it  ought  to  be,  epiftolary. 

If  any  one  be  fo  lamentable  a  critic  as  to  require 
the  fmoothnefs,  the  numbers,  and  the  turn  of  heroic 
poetry  in  this  poem ;  I  muft  tell  him,  that  if  he  has 
not  read  Horace,  I  have  ftudied  him,  and  hope  the 
ftyle  of  his  epifties  is  not  ill  imitated  here.  The  ex- 
preffions  of  a  poem  defigned  purely  for  inftru&ion, 
ought  to  be  plain  and  natural,  and  yet  majeftic ;  for 
here  the  poet  is  prefumed  to  be  a  kind  of  lawgiver, 
and  thofe  three  qualities  which  I  have  named,   are 

VOL.  i.  C  c 
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proper  to  the  legiflative  ftyle.  The  florid,  elevated 
and  figurative  way  is  for  the  paffions ;  for  love  and 
hatred,  fear  and  anger,  are  begotten  in  the  foul,  by 
ihewing  their  objeQs  out  of  their  true  proportion,  ei- 
ther greater  than  the  life  or  left  :  but  inftru&ion  is 
to  be  given  by  ihewing  them  what  they  naturally  are. 
A  man  is  to  be  cheated  into  paffion,  but  to  be  rea~ 
foned  into  truth. 
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JLJIM  as  the  borrowed  beams  of  moon  and 

ftars 
To  lonely,  weary,  wandering  travellers, 
Is  Reafon  to  the  foul :  and  as  on  high, 
Thofe  rolling  fires  difcover  but  the  fky, 
Not  light  us  here ;  fo   Reafon's  glimmering* 

ray 
Was  lent,  not  to  afliire  our  doubtful  way, 
But  guide  us  upward  to  a  better  day. 
And  as  thofe  nightly  tapers  difappear, 
When  day's  bright  lord  afcends  our    hemi- 

fphere ; 

Ver.  5.  ■  Rtafm'i  glimmering  ray]    If  man  was  really 

corrupted,  and  bad  loft  in  great  meafure  the  knowledge  of  the 
true  religion  of  nature ;  then,  the  expediency  and  the  ufeful- 
nefs  of  a  revelation  was  tiot  the  lefs,  merely  becaufe  reafon, 
if  rightly  exercifed,  (and  it  was  not)  was  capable  of  difcovering 
all  the  neceflary  principles  of  morality  :  nay,  indeed,  the  ad- 
vantage of  revelation  is  as  evident,  as  it  would  have  been,  if 
men  were  a&ually  and  unavoidably  ignorant  of  the  great  truths 
of  religion.  Dr.  J.  Wa  a  ton, 

c  c  2 
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So  pale  grows  Reafon  at  Religion's  fight ;        10 
So  dies,  and  fo  diffolves  in  fupernatural  light. 
Some  few,  whofe  lamp  (hone  brighter,  have 

been  led 
From  caufe  to  caufe,  to  nature's  fecret  head ; 
And  found  that  one  firft  principle  muft  be : 
But  what,  or  who,  that  universal  He;  is 
Whether  fome  foul  incompafling  this  ball, 
Unmade,  unmov'd  ;  yet  making,  moving  all ; 
;  Or  various  atoips*  interfering  dance 
Leap'd  into  form,  the  noble  work  of  chance ;    » 
.Or  this  great  all  was  from  eternity ;  20} 

Not  even  the  Stegirite  himfelf  could  fee;       > 
And  Epicurus  guefe'd  as  well  as  he :  J 


Ver.  15.  —— that  univtrfal  He ;)  In  the  valuable  and 
curious  tranflations  lately  given  us  from  the  Sanfkreet  lan- 

fuage,  we  find  many  wonderful  arid  fublime  defcriptions  of  the 
)eity,  particularly  in  the  Baghvat-Geeta,  an  epifode  In  the 
Mahabarat,  a  poem  of  the  higheft  antiquity  in  India;  where  are 
the  following  words ;  pages  94  and  95,  tranuated  by  Mr.  Wil- 
kins*  ' 

"  O  mighty  being,"  fays  Arjoon,  "  who  art  the  prime  Crea- 
tor, eternal  6od  of  gods,  the  world's  manfion.  Thou  art  the 
incorruptible  being,  diftincl  from  all  thing?  tranfient.  Thou 
art  before  all  gods,  the  ancient  Poorofh  and  the  ftipreme  fup- 
porter  of  the  univerfe.  Thou  k  no  weft  all  things,  and  art  wor- 
thy to  be  known;  thou  art  the  fupreme  manfioa,  and  by  thee, 
O  infiniteform,  the  univerfe  was  fpread  abroad.  Reverence  be 
unto  thee  before  and  behind  ;  reverence  be  unto  thee  on  all 
fides :  O  thou  who  art  all  in  all.  Infinite  is  thy  power  and  tfyr 
glory.'  Thou  art  the  father  of  all  things,  animate  and  inani- 
mate." Dr.  J.  Waetov. 

•  Opinions  of  the  feveral  feds  of  philofophers  concerning  the 
Jummum  bomtm.    Marginal  Note,  orig*  edit. 
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As  blindly  grop'd  they  for  a  future  date ; 
As  raftily  judg'd  of  providence  and  fate : 
But  lead  of  all  could  their  endeavours  find  *  25 
What  mod  concerned  the  good  of  human  kind : 
For  happinels  was  never  to  be  found ; 
But  vanifh'd  from  'em  like  enchanted  ground. 
One  thought  Content  the  good  to  be  enjoy 'd : 
This  every  little  accident  dedroy'd  r  so 

The  wifer  madmen  did  for  Virtue  toil : 
A  thorny  or  at  bed  a  barren  foil : 
In  Pleafure  fome  their  glutton  fouls  would- 

deep; 
But  found  their  line  too  fhort,  the  well  too 

deep ; 
And  leaky  veflels  which  no  blifs  could  keep. 
Thus  anxious  thoughts  in  endlefs  circles  roll,  $6 
Without  a  centre  where  to  fix  the  foul : 
In  this  wild  maze  their  vain  endeavours  end : 
How  can  the  lefs  the  greater  comprehend  ? 
Or  finite  reafon  reach  Infinity  ?  40 

For  what  could  fathom  God  were  more  than 

He. 
The    Deid  thinks    he    ftands    on    firmer 

ground  * ; 
Cries  tv£fxa,  the  mighty  fecret's  found : 

*  Syftem  of  Dcifm.    Marginal  Note,  orig.  edit 

Ver.  42.     The  Deljl  thinks]  To  a  ferious  and  religious  deift, 

who  fhould  fay,  he  cannot  embrace  Chriftianity,  on  account  of 

the  many  difficulties  and  feeming  abfurdities  with  which  it  is 

overloaded,  we  might  furely  reply— firft,  Are  you  certain  that 
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God  is  that  fpring  of  good;    fupreme  and 

beft; 
We  made  to  ferve,  and  in  that  fervice  bleft  ;  45 
If  fo,  fome  rules  of  worftiip  muft  be  given, 
Diftributed  alike  to  all  by  Heaven  : 
Elfe  God  were  partial,  and  to  fome  deny'd 
The  means  hisjuftice  (hould  for  all  provide. 
This  general  worftiip  is  to  praise  and  pray  : 
One  part  to  borrow  blefiings,  one  to  pay :      51 
And  when  frail  nature  Aides  into  offence, 
The  facrifice  for  crimes  is  penitence. 
Yet  fince  the  efFe&s  of  providence,  we  find, 
Are  varioufly  difpensM  to  human  kind ;  55 

That  vice  triumphs,  and  virtue  fuffers  here, 
A  brand  that  fovereign  juftice  cannot  bear  j 
Our  reafon  prompts  us  to  a  future  date : 
The  laft  appeal  from  fortune  and  from  fete: 


thcfe  feeming  abfurdities  are  the  true  and  genuine  doftrines  of 
Chriftiauity,  and  not  added  to  it  by  fentaflic  and  fanatical  com- 
mentators ;  and  fecondly,  Are  there  no  fuch  difficulties  and  ab- 
furdities  as  you  complain  of  in  revelation,  to  be  found  alfo  in 
deifm?  What  can  you  fay,  of  an  uncaufed  caufe  of  every 
thing?  of  a  being  who  has  no  relation  to  time  or  fpace  ?  of  a 
being  whofe  infinite  goodnefs  lav  dormant  for  fo  many  ages  I 
and,  as  Milton  fays,  who  built  to  late  ?  How  do  you  reconcile 
omnifcience  and  prefcience  with  the  contingency  and  freedom 
of  the  human  will  ?  Ifow  will  you  fully  and  adequately  account 
for  the  introduction  and  exiftence  of  moral  and  natural  evil,  un- 
der the  government  of  a  being  infinitely  powerful,  good  «nd 
wife  ?  What  clear  ideas  have  you  on  thefe  fubjcclB  ?  If  you  re- 
ject Chriftianity  on  the  fcore  of  the  difficulties  which  you  com* 
plain  of;  you  ought,  to  ad  confidently,  torejeft  deifm  alfo. 

Dr.  J.  Wartow. 
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Where  God's  all-righteous  ways  will  be  de- 
clared ;  €o 
The  bad  meet  punifhment,  the  good  reward. 
Thus  man  by  his  own  ftrength  to  heaven 
would  foar  * : 
And  would  not  be  obliged  to  God  for  more. 
Vain,  wretched  creature,  how  art  thou  mifled 
To  think  thy  wit  thefe  god-like  notions  bred !  65 
Thefe  truths  are  not  the  produA  of  thy  mind, 
But  dropt  from  Heaven,  and  of  a  nobler  kind. 
Reveal'd  Religion  firft  inform'd  thy  fight, 
And  Reafon  faw   not,    till  Faith  fprung  the 

light. 
Hence  all  thy  natural  worfhip  takes  the  fource : 
'Tis  revelation  what  thou  think'ft  difcourfe.    71 
Elfe  how  com'ft  thou  to  fee  thefe  truths  fo 

clear, 
Which  fo  obfcure  to  Heathens  did  appear  ? 
Not  Plato  thefe,  nor  Ariftotle  found : 
Nor  he  whoie  wifdom  oracles  renown'd-f\       75 
Haft  thou  a  wit  fo  deep,  or  fo  fublime, 
Or  canft  thou  lower  dive,  or  higher  climb  ? 
Canft  thou  by  reafon  more  of  Godhead  know 
Than  Plutarch,  Seneca,  or  Cicero  ? 

*  Of  revealed  religion.     Marginal  Note,  orig.  edit. 

t  Socrates.    Marginal  Note,  orig.  edit. 

Ver.  76.    Haft  thou  a  witfo  deep,  or  fo  fublime, 

Or  canft  thorn  lower  dive,  or  higher  climb  f 
Canft  thou  by  reafon  more  of  Godhead  know  4"C.] 

Although,  in  the  manner  of  thefe  interrogations,  Dryden  hat 
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Thofe  giant  wits  in  happier  ages  born,  so 

(When  arms  and  arts  did  Greece  and  Rome 

adorn,) 
Knew  no  fuch  fyftem:   no  fuch  piles  could 

raife 
Of  natural  worftiip,  built  on  prayer  and  praife 
To  one  (pie  God. 

Nor  did  remorfe  to  expiate  fin  prefcribe :         $5 
But  flew  their  fellow-creatures  for.  a  bribe  : 
The  guiltlefs  vi&im  groan'd  for  their  offence ; 
And  cruelty  and  blood  was  penitence. 
If  (beep  and  oxen  could  atone  for  men. 
Ah !  at  how  cheap  a  rate  the  rich  might  fin !     90 
And  great  oppreffors  might  Heaven's  wrath  be* 

guile. 
By  offering  his  own  creatures  for  a  fpoil ! 

Dar  ft  thou,  poor  worm,  offend  Infinity  ? 
And  mud  the  terms  of  peace  be  given  by  thee? 
Then  thou  art  Juftice  in  the  laft  appe&l ;       95 
Thy  eafy  God  inftru6ts  thee  to  rebel:. 
And,  like  a  king  remote,  and  weak,  muft  take 
What  fatisfa&ion  thou  art  pleas'd  to  make* 

obvioufly  borne  in  mind  the  folcmn  language  of  Scripture,  it  is 
alfo  plain  that  in  bis  application  of  it  he  has  detracted  from  its 
grandeur  and  impreffivcnefs.  From  the  conceit  of  the  poet  we 
turn  with  admiration  to  the  words  of  the  patriarch  : — "  Canft 
thou  by  fearching  find  out  God  ?  canft  thou  find  out  the  Al- 
mighty unto  perfe&ion  f  It  is  as  high  as  heaven ;  what  canft 
thou  do  1  deeper  than  hell ;  what  canft  thou  know  ?"  Job  xi. 
7,  8.  Todd. 

Ver.  98.     Whatfatiifa&ion]  "  Though  by  the  light  of  nature 
it  was  indeed  exceeding  probable  and  to  be  hoped  for,  that  God 
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But  if  there  be  a  power  too  juft  and  ftrong, 
To  wink  at  crimes,  and  bear  unpunilh'd  wrong; 
Look  humbly  upward,  fee  his  will  difclofe    101 
The  forfeit  firft,  and  then  the  fine  impofe : 
A  mul&  thy  poverty  could  never  pay, 
Had  not  eternal  wifdom  found  the  way : 
And  with  celeftial  wealth  fupply'd  thy  ftore:  105 
His  juflice  makes  the  fine,  his  mercy  quits  the 

fcore. 
See  God  defcending  in  thy  human  frame ; 
The  offended  fuffering  in  the  offender's  name; 
All  thy  mifdeeds  to  him  imputed  fee, 
And  all  his  righteoufnefs  devolv'd  on  thee.    110 
For  granting  we  have  finn'd,  and  that  the 

offence 
Of  man,  is  made  againft  Omnipotence, 
Some  price  that  bears  proportion  muft  be  paid ; 
And  infinite  with  infinite  be  weighed. 
See  then  the  Deift  loft :  remorfe  for  vice,     115 
Not  paid ;  or  paid,  inadequate  in  price : 
What  farther  means  can  Reafon  now  dire£fc, 
Or  what  relief  from  human  wit  expeft  ? 
That  {hews  us  fick ;  and  fadJy  are  we  fare 
Still  to  be  fick,  till  Heaven  reveal  the  cure :  120 


would  forgive  fin  upon  true  and  real  repentance ;  yet  it  could 
not  be  proved,  that  be  was  abfolutcly  obliged  to  do  fo,  or  that 
he  would  certainly  do  fo.  Hence  arifes  the  importance,  utility, 
and  comfort  of  revelation."  Dr.  J.  Wa*to». 
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If  then  Heaven's  will  muft  needs  be  underftood, 

(Which  mull,  if  we  want  cure,  and  Heaven  be 

good,) 
Let  all  records  of  will  reveaPd  be  (bown ; 
With  Scripture  all  in  equal  balance  thrown, 
And  our  one  facred  book  will  be  that  one.  125- 
Proof  needs  not  here,  for  whether  we  com- 
pare 
That  impious,  idle,  fuperftitious  ware 
Of  rites,  luftrations,  offerings,  (which  before, 
In  various  ages,  various  countries  bore,)       129 
With  Chriftian  faith  and  virtues,  we  (hall  find 
None  anfwering  the  great  ends  of  human  kind, 
But  this  one  rule  of  life,  that  {hews  us  beft, 
How  God  may  be  appeas'd,  and  mortals  bleft. 
Whether  from  length  of  time  its  worth  we  draw, 
The  world  is  fcarce  more  ancient  than  the  law : 
Heaven's  early  care  prefcrib'd  for  every  age;  136 
Firft,  in  the  foul,  and  after,  in  the  page. 
Or,  whether  more  abftra&edly  we  look, 
Or  on  the  writers,  or  the  written  book, 
Whence,  but  from  Heaven,  could  men  unfkil- 
led  in  arts,  140 

In  feveral  ages  born,  in  feveral  parts, 
Weave  fuch  agreeing  truths  ?  or  how,  or  why, 
Should  all  confpire  to  cheat  us  with  a  lye  ? 
Unafk'd  their  pains,  ungrateful  their  advice, 
Starving  their  gain,     and  martyrdom    their 
price,  us 
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If  on  the  book  itfelf  we  caft  our  view, 
Concurrent  heathens  prove  the  ftory  true : 
The  do&rine,  miracles ;  which  mull  convince. 
For  Heaven  in  them  appeals  to  human  fenfe : 
And  though  they  prove  not,  they  confirm  the 

caufe,  150 

When  what  is  taught  agrees  with  nature's  laws. 

Then  for  the  ftile,  majeftic  and  divine, 
It  fpeaks  no  lefs  than  God  in  every  line: 
Commanding  words;  whofe  force  is  ftill  the  fame 
As  the  firft  fiat  that  produc'd  our  frame.       155 
All  faiths  befide,  or  did  by  arms  afcend ; 
Or    fenfe  indulged    has  made  mankind  their 

friend ; 
This  only  dodrine  does  our  lufts  oppofe  t 
Unfed  by  nature's  foil,  in  which  it  grows ; 
Crofs  to  our  interefts,  curbing  fenfe,  and  fin ;  16* 
Opprefs'd  without,  and  undermin'd  within, 
It  thrives  through   pain ;  it's  own  tormentor* 

tires; 
And  with  a  ftubborn  patience  ftill  afpires. 
To  what  can  Reafon  fuch  effe&s  affign 
Tranfceuding  nature,  but  to  laws  divine?     165 

Ver.  162. ift  own  tormentors  tires;']     Origen  fays 

clearly  and  decifirely,  that  but  few  perfons  diea  for  their  faith 
in  Chrift;  a  paflage  that  of  itfelf  is  fufficient  to  ftew,  that  the 
number  of  martyrs  has  been  greatly  exaggerated,  and  confirm! 
the  famous  opinion  of  Dodweff,  in  his  Difiert.  Cyprianic».  But 
Podwell  has  been  frequently  anfwered.         Dr.  J,  WTA*Tom 
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Which  in  that  facred  volume  are  contained ; 
Sufficient,  clear,  and  for  that  ufe  ordain'd. 

But  ftay :  the  deift  here  will  urge  anew  *, 
No  fupernatural  worftiip  can  be  true : 
Becaufe  a  general  law  is  that  alone  170 

Which  muft  to  all,  and  every  where,  be  known : 
A  ftile  fo  large  as  not  this  book  can  claim, 
Nor  ought  that  bears  revealed  religion's  name. 
Tis  faid  the  found  of  a  Meffiah's  birth 
Is  gone  through  all  the  habitable  earth :         175 
But  dill  that  text  mud  be  confin'd  alone 
To  what  was  then  inhabited,  and  known : 
And  what  provifion  could  from  thence  accrue 
To  Indian  fouls,  and  worlds  difcover'd  new  ? 


*  Objeaion  of  the  Deift.    M.  N.  Orig.  edit. 

Ver.  170.  Becaufe  a  general  law]  Tha  objections,  which  are 
futile  enough,  that  are  urged  againft  Chriftianity,  from  the  want 
of  its  untverfalitx/y  are  all  of  them  fully  anfwered  by  Law,  in  hit 
44  Confiderations  on  the  Theory  of  Religion,"  and  by  that  clofe 
reafoner,  Mr.  Soame  Jenyns,  in  his  "  Treatife  of  the  Origin  of 
Evil,"  p.  168,  where  he  demonftrates  the  impoflibility  of  this 
univerfality  of  revelation  from  the  modes  of  exiftence  of  all  hu- 
man affairs.  Dr.  J.  Warton. 

Ver.  177.  To  what  was  then  inhabited,]  The  whole  earth  it- 
felf  is  but  a  little  foot,  that  bears  no  proportion  at  all  to  the 
univerfe ;  and  in  all  probability,  the  large  and  numberlefc  orbs 
of  heaven  cannot  but  be  fuppofed  to  be  filled  with  beings  more 
capable  than  we  to  mow  forth  the  praife  and  glory  of  their  Al- 
mighty Creator,  and  more  worthy  to  be  the  objects  of  his  care 
and  love.  To  which  other  beings,  in  other  parts  of  the  univerfe, 
God  may  have  made  difcovories  of  his  will,  according  to  their 
feveral  wants  and  capacities,  in  ways  of  which  we  cau  know 
nothing,  and  in  which  we  have  no  concern. 

Dr.  J.  Warton. 
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In  other  parts  it  helps,  that  ages  paft,  iso 

The  Scriptures  there  were  known,  and  were  em- 
braced, 
Till  Sin  fpread  once  again  the  ihades  of  night : 
What  s  that  to  thefe  who  never  few  the  light  ? 

Of  all  obje&ions  this  indeed  is  chief  * 
To  ftartle  reafon,  ftagger  frail  belief:  iss 

We  grant,  *tis  true,  that  Heaven  from  human 

fenfe 
H&s  hid  the  fecret  paths  of  Providence : 
But  boundlefs  wifdom,  boundlefs  mercy,  may 
Find  even  for  thofe  bewildered  fouls  a  way : 
If  from  his  nature  foes  may  pity  claim,         190 
Much  more  may  ftrangers  who  ne'er  heard  his 

name. 
And  though  no  name  be  for  falvation  known, 
But  that  of  his  eternal  Son's  alone ; 


*  The  obje&ion  anfwered.    M.  N.  Orig.  edit. 

Ver.  187.  —  the  fccret  patlu]  "  In  the  common  affairs  of 
life/'  fays  Balguy  mod  admirably,  "  common  experience  is  fuf- 
ficient  to  direct  us.  But  will  common  experience  ferve  to  guide 
bur  judgment  concerning  the  fall  and  redemption  of  mankind  ? 
From  what  we  fee  every  day,  can  we  explain  the  commencement, 
or  foretel  the  diffblution  of  the  world  ?  Or  can  we  undertake  to 
prefcribe  to  infinite  Wifdom,  at  what  time,  and  in  what  manner, 
and  by  wkatjleps,  he  mall  convey  the  knowledge  of  true  religion 
over  the  face  of  the  whole  earth  ?  To  judge  of  events  like  thefe, 
we  mould  be  converfant  in  the  hiftory  of  other  planets  ;  mould 
kuow  the  nature,  the  circumftances,  the  conduit  of  their  feveral 
inhabitants;  mould  be  diftin&ly  informed  of  God's  various  di£» 
peniations  to  all  the  dinerent  orders  of  rational  beings/*  This, 
the  reader  muft  allow,  is  a  mod  rational  and  complete  comment 
on  this  whole  paflage  of  Drydcn,  and  is  worth  his  mod  ferious 
attention*  Dt.  J.  Wabtow. 
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Who  knows  how  far  tranfcending  goodnefs  can 
Extend  the  merits  of  that  Son  to  man  ?       19s 
Who  knows  what  reafons  may  his  mercy  lead ; 
Or  ignorance  invincible  may  plead  ? 
Not  only  charity  bids  hope  the  beft, 
But  more  the  great  apoftle  has  expreft : 
That  if  the  Gentiles,  whom  no  law  infpir'd,    200 
By  nature  did  what  was  by  law  required ; 
They,  who  the  written  rule  had  never  known, 
Were  to  themfelves  both  rule  and  law  alone : 
To  nature's  plain  indi&ment  they  (hall  plead;  204 
And  by  their  confcience  be  condemned  or  freed. 
Mod  righteous  doom !  becaufe  a  rule  reveal'd 
Is  none  to  thofe  from  whom  it  was  conceal'd. 
Then  thofe  who  followed  Reafon's  di&ates  right, 
Liv'd  up,  and  lifted  high  their  natural  light ; 
With  Socrates  may  fee  their  Maker's  face,   210 
While  thoufand  rubric-martyrs  want  a  place* 

Nor  does  it  baulk  my  charity,  to  find 
The  Egyptian  bifhop  of  another  mind: 

Ver.  195.  Extend  the  merits]  "  As  no  man  ever  denied/' 
fays  Clarke,  "  but  that  the  benefit  of  the  death  of  Ch rift  extended 
backwards  to  thofe  who  lived  before  his  appearance  in  the  world, 
fo  no  man  can  prove,  but  that  the  fame  benefit  may  likewife  ex* 
tend  itfelf  forwards  to  thofe  who  never  heard  of  his  appearance, 
though  they  lived  after  it."  Dr.  J.  Wartow. 

Ver,  213.  Th9  Egyptian  bijkop]  Baronius,  Bona,  Bellarmin, 
and  Uiw/,  think  Athanqfius  wrote  the  creed  that  goes  under  his 
name;  but  many  modern  critics  afcribe  it  to  a  Latin  writer, 
Vigilius,  bifhop  of  Tapfus,  in  Africa ;  and  it  is  not  to  be  found 
in  almoft  any  manufcript  of  Athanafius's  works;  and  the  ftyle  is 
more  like  a  Latin  than  a  Greek  writer ;  nor  does  St.  Cyril,  of 
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For  though  his  creed  eternal  truth  contains, 
Tis  hard  for  man  to  doom  to  endlefs  pains    %\z 
All,  who  believed  not  all  bis  zeal  required; 
Unlefs  he  firft  could  prove  he  was  infpir'd* 
Then  let  us  either  think  he  meant  to  fay 
This  faith,  where  publiftied,  was  the  only  way ; 
Or  elfe  conclude  that,  Alius  to  confute,        220 
The  good  old  man  too  eager  in  difpute, 

Alexandria,  nor  the  Council  of  Ephefus,  ever  urge  it,  or  make 
mention  of  it  in  the  arguments  ufed  again  ft  the  herefies  of  N*f- 
toriut  and  Rutycht:  The  famous  book  of  Servetus,  De  Trim- 
tatis  Erroribus,  is  in  a  vile  obfeure  ftyle.  Libri  7.  per  Mich* 
Servctum,  alias  Reves  ab  Arragone  Hifpanum,  1531. 

Dr.  J.  Wartov. 

c  Ver.  214.  For  though  ku  creed]  Many  very  ferious  Chris- 
tians devoutly  wiih  with  Ttihtfon,  "  that  we  were  fairly  rid  of 
this  creed/'  which  they  look  upon  as  the  great* ft  blemifhin  our 
Liturgy.  This  is  not  a  place  to  enter  into  controverfy  concern* 
ing  it.  We  may  juft  tranfiently  obferve  the  wonderful  abfurdity 
of  declaring  in  one  fentence,  that  the  do&rine  of  the  Trinity  is 
incomprchenjible,  and  in  the  very  next  an  attempt  to  explain  it. 
Nothing  can  be  more  imperfeft  and  unfatisfa&ory  than  the  hif- 
tory  of  the  famous  and  important  Council  of  Nice  on  this  fub- 
]e&,  for  neither  the  time  or  place  in  which  it  was  aflembled,  nor 
the  number  of  thofe  who  fat  in  it,  nor  even  the  name  of  the  bifhop 
who  prefided  on  it,  have  ever  been  clearly  afcertained.  See 
Valefats  on  Eufebius,  and  Affemmi*  Bibl.  Oriental,  and  Mofheim, 
Vol.  I.  p.  337.  That  excellent  man  and  writer,  Dr.  Clarke,  has 
thus  expreOed  himfelf  on  this  important  do&rine,  in  words  that 
contain  all  that  can  juftly  be  faid  on  it  :—tl  The  felf-exiftent 
Caufe  and  Father  of  all  things,  did,  before  all  ages,"  fays  Clarke, 
"  in  an  incomprehenfible  manner,  beget  or  produce  a  Divine 
perfon,  (Hied  the  Logos,  the  Word,  or  Son  of  God,  in  whom 
dwells  the  fulnefs  of  divine  perfe&ons,  excepting  abfolute  Supre* 
macy,  Independency,  or  Self-Origination"  Bifhop  Pearfon  main- 
tains  the  very  fame  opinion  of  the  Son  with  Dr.  Clarke,  concern- 
ing the  abfolute  equality  of  the  Son  to  the  Father,  yet  was  never 
cenfured  for  this  opinion,  as  Clarke  has  been,  with  much  acri- 
mony and  injufiice.  Dr.  J.  Waktok. 
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Flew  high ;  and,  as  his  Chriftian  fury  rofe, 

Damn'd  all  for  heretics  who  durft  oppofe. 

Thus  for  my  charity  this  path  has  tr/d  *  ; 
(A  much  unfkilful,  but  well  meaning  guide :)  22s 
Yet  what  they  are,  ev'n  thefe  crude  thoughts 

were  bred 
By  reading  that  which  better  thou  haft  read: 
Thy  matchlefs  author's  work :  which  thou,  my 

friend, 
By  well  tranflating  better  doft  commend: 
Thofe  youthful  hours  which,  of  thy  equals  moil 
In  toys  have  fquander'd,  or  in  vice  have  loft,  231 

•  Digreflion  to  the  tranflator  of  Father  Simon's  Critical  Hif- 
tory  of  the  Old  Teftament.     M.  N.  Orig.  edit. 

Ver.  223.  Thy  matchlefs  author's]  The  profeffed  defign  of 
Father  Simon,  in  his  Critical  H\ftory,  was  to  colled  and  reprefent 
the  many  difficulties  that  are  to  be  found  in  the  text  of  the 
facred  Scriptures,  in  order  to  infer  the  abfolute  neceflity  of  re- 
ceiving the  Rorai/h  do&rine  of  oral  tradition,  and  fome  infallible 
interpreter.  The  Church  of  Rome,  therefore,  embraced  his  opi- 
nion, which  was  certainly  artful  and  infidious,  and  aimed  at  the 
truth  and  authenticity  of  the  Scriptures ;  and  fuch  it  was  deem-t 
ed  to  be  by  many  able  divines  both  at  home  and  abroad.  And 
I  remember  Dr  Balguy  often  mentioned  it,  as  a  work  intended 
to  undermine  Chriftianity.  Infidel  writers  have  not  railed  to 
avail  themfelves  of  thefe  objections.  Collins,  in  his  D\fcourfe  on 
Free-thinking,  has  dwelt  much  on  the  various  readings  of  the 
Scriptures,  and  he  was  mod  effectually  and  mod  irrefragably 
anfwered  by  Bentley,<jn  his  Philcleuthcrus  Lipjienfis.  No  part  of 
the  Chara&eriftics  feems  to  have  been  more  elaborately  written, 
than  the  lail  part  of  his  third  volume,  where  he  ridicules  various 
readings,  texts,  glofles,  complements,  editions,  &c.  and  wherer 
the  old  gentleman,  whom  he  introduces  as  the  chief  'fpeaker, 
certainly  meant  himfelf.  Dryden  certainly  did  not  perceive  the 
mifchief  that  lurked  in  this  treatife  of  Simon,  which  hefo  highly* 
commends  his  young  friend  Hampden  for  tranflating. 

Dr.  J.  Waktoit. 
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Thofe  hours  haft  thou  to  nobler  ufe  employ'd ; 
And  the  fevere  delights  of  truth  enjoy'd. 
Witnefs  this  weighty  book,  in  which  appears 
The  crabbed  toil  of  many  thoughtful  years,  235 
Spent  by  thy  author,  in  the  lifting  -care 
Of  Rabbins'  old  fophifticated  ware 
From  gold  divine ;  which  he  who  well  can  fort 
May  afterwards  make  algebra  a  fport. 
A  treafure,  which  if  country  curates  buy,     240 
They  Junius  and  Tremellius  may  defy : 
Save  pains  in  various  readings  and  tranflations, 
And  without  Hebrew  make  moil  learn'd  quota- 
tions. 
A  work  fo  full  with  various  learning  fraught, 
So  nicely  ponder'd,  yet  fo  ftrongly  wrought,  245 
As  Nature's  height  and  Art's  laft  hand  required : 
As  much  as  man  could  compafs,  uninfpir'd. 
Where  we  may  fee  what  errors  have  been  made 
Both  in  the  copiers'  and  tranflators'  trade : 
How  Jewifh,  Popifo,  interefts  have  prevailed, 
And  where  infallibility  has  faiTd.  251 

For  fome,    who   have  his  Fecret  meaning 
guefs'd, 
Have  found  our  author  not  too  much  a  pried: 
For  faftiion-fake  he  feems  to  have  recourfe 
To  Pope,  and  Councils,  and  Tradition's  force : 
But  he  that  old  traditions  could  fubdue,       256 
Could  not  but  find  the  weaknefs  of  the  new : 
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If  Scripture,  though   derived  from  heavenly 

liirth, 
Has  been  bat  carelefdy  preferv'd  en  earth  ; 
If  God's  own  people,  -who  of  God  before      sffo 
Knew  what  we  know,  and  had  been  promU'd 

more, 
In  fuller  terms,  of  Heaven  Yaffifting  care, 
And  who  did  neither  time  nor  ftodj  fpare 
To  keep  this  book  untainted,  atiperpfext, 
Let  in  grofs  errors  to  corrupt  the  text,  $6s 

Omitted  paragraphs,  embroil'd  the  ienfe, 
With  vam  traditions  ftopt  the  gaping  fence, 
Which  every  common  hand  pull'd  up  with  eafe : 
What  fafety  from    fuch   hruihwood-heips  as 

tbefe  ? 
If  written  words  from  time  are  not  fecur'd,    27© 
How  can  we  think  have  oral  founds  endur'd  ? 
Which  thus  tranfmitted,  if  one  mouth  has  failed, 
Immortal  lies  on  ages  are  iatail'd; 
And  that  fome  fach  have  been,  is  prot'd  too 

plain ; 
If  we  confider  Intereft,  Church,  and  Gain*  275 

O  but  fays  one,  Tradition  fet  Gde  *, 
Where  can  we  hope  for  an  unerring  guide  ? 
For  finoe  the  original  Scripture  has  been  loft, 
All  copies  difagreeing,  maim'd  the  moft,      279 

*  Of  the  infallibility  of  tradition  in  general.    M.  N.  Orig» 
edit. 
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Or  Chriftfan  faith  can  have  no  certain  ground, 
Or  truth  in  Church  Tradition  muft  be  found* 
Such  an  ornuifcieot  Church  we  with  indeed ; 
Twere  worth  both  Teftaments ;  and  caft  in  the 

Creed : 
But  if  this  mother  be  a  guide  fo  fure, 
As  can  all  doubts  refolve,  all  truth  fecure,      285 
Then  her  infallibility,  as  well, 
Where  copies  #re  corrupt  or  lame,  can  tell ; 
Jteftore  loft  canon  with  as  little  pains, 
As  truly  explicate  what  ftill  remains : 
Which  yet  no  Council  dare  pretend  to  do ;  290* 
Unlets  like  Efdras  they  could  write ; 
Strange  coa&denee,  ftill  to  interpret 
Yet  not  be  fure  that  all  they  have  explained, 
Is  in  the  bjeft  original  contained.  294 

More  fafe,  and  much  more  modeft  'tis,  to  fay 
God  wopld  not  leave  mankind  without  a  way : 

Ver.  282.    Such  an  omnifcient  Church]    The  &0&*iXV*^tj' 
pecy  have  foiled  and  obfeured  the  pure  dodrineavi***"**6  <*** 
juil  as  the  fmoke  of  their  maay  tapers  aj*M*«^dgJ5ent- 
maged  the  figures  of  Michael  Angcjp^^    Dr-  *•  Waetok. 
^*atf3ty,]      But  in  this  infallible 

Ver.  286.  ThenJk^mBjxy  different  and  difcordant  opi- 
Church  thej^fnevarious  feds  of  proteftants.  One  Pope  has 
niojifenTu^icated  another,  and  oue  Council  iflued  a  fevere  ana- 
thema afiainft  another.  The  idea  of  eftablifhing  an  uniformity  of 
opimonTon  religious  fubjeds,  is  founded  on  a  perfect  ignorance 

of  the  nature  of  man. 

■     -  folos  credis  habendos 
Efle  Deos,  quos  ipfe  colis  ? 

Juvenal.  S.  15,  v.  35. 

Dr.  J.Wabton. 
Dd2 
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And  that  the  Scriptures,   though  not  every 

where 
Free  from  corruption,  or  intire,  or  clear, 
Are  uncorrupt,  fufficient,  clear,  intire, 
In  all  things  which  our  needful  faith  require. 
If  others  in  the  fame  glafs  better  fee,  soi 

Tis  for  themfelves  they  look,  but  not  for  me : 
For  my  faivation  muft  its  doom  receive, 
Not  from  what  otJiers  but  what  I  believe. 

Mull  all  tradition  then  be  fet  afide  *  ?      305 
This  to  affirm  were  ignorance  6r  pride. 
Are  there  not  many  points,  fome  needful  fure 
To  laving  faith,  that  Scripture  leaves  obfcure  ? 
Which  every  feft  will  wreft  a  feveral  way, 
(For  what  one  fe6t  interprets,  all  fe&s  may :)  sio 
We  hold,  and  fay  we  prove  from  Scripture 

plain, 
That  Chrift  is  God  ;  the  bold  Socinian 
From  the  fame  Scripture  urges  he's  but  man 
"StfRwhat  appeal  can  end  the  important  fuit ; 
Shall  I  i^ttQoudly,  but  the  rule  is  mute  ?  315 

Affume  an  honeft  layflfid  in  a  nation  free 
J      ~    ,:Vrty? 

Ver.  300.  In  aU  things]  This  argument  is  urge*  ^. 
force  and  precifi©n,  in  the  Eloquence  CArelienne,  ofM.  Gtibcfk 
which  was  a  favourite  book  of  the  great  Lord  Somcrs,  and 
wrought  a  great  effed  in  his  way  of  thinking  in  religious  matters. 
Elijah  Fenton  communicated  this  anecdote,  as  a  fad  he  well 
knew,  to  Mr.  Walter  Harte.  Dr.  J.  Wauton. 

*  Objection  in  behalf  of  tradition  urged   by  Father  Swum. 
M«  N.  Orig.  edit,  * 
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I  think,  (according  to  my  little  (loll, 
To  my  own  mother-church  fubmitting  ftill) 
That  many  have  been  fav'd,  and  many  may,  320 
Who  never  heard  this  queftion  brought  in  play. 
The  unletter'd  Chriftian,  who  believes  in  grofs, 
Plods  on  to  Heaven,  and  ne'er  is  at  a  lofs : 
For  the  ftreight-gate  would  be  made  {freighter 

yet, 

Were  none  admitted  there  but  men  of  wit.  825 
The  few  by  nature  form'd,  with  learning  fraught, 
Born  to  inftruft,  as  others  to  be  taught, 
Mud  ftudy  well  the  facred  page ;  and  fee 
Which  do6trine,  this,  or  that,  does  beft  agree 
With  the  whole  tenor  of  the  work  divine :     330 
And  plainlieft  points  to  Heaven's  reveal'd  defign: 
Which  expofition  flows  from  genuine  fenfe; 
And  which  is  forc'd  by  wit  and  eloquence. 
Not  that  tradition's  parts  are  ufelefs  here : 
When  general,  old,  difinterefs'd  and  clear :  335 
That  ancient  Fathers  thus  expound  the  page, 
Gives  truth  the  reverend  majefty  of  age: 
Confirms  its  force,  by  bideing  evety  teft ; 
For  beft  authority's  next  rules  are  beft. 
And  ftill  the  nearer  to  the  fpring  we  go,      340 
More  limpid,  more  unfoil'd  the  waters  flow. 
Thus,  firft  traditions  were  a  proof  alone ; 
Could  we  be  certain  fuch  they  were,  fo  known : 
But  fince  fome  flaws  in  long  defcent  may  be, 
They  make  not  truth  but  probability*  345 
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Even  Arius  and  Pelagius  durft  provoke 
To  what  the  centuries  preceding  fpoke. 
Such  difference  is  there  in  an  oft-told  tale  : 
But  truth  by  its  own  finews  will  prevail. 
Tradition  written  therefore  more  commends  350 
Authority,  than  what  from  voice  defcends : 
And  this,  as  perfeft  as  its  kind  can  be, 
Rolls  down  to  us  the  facred  hiftory : 
Which  from  the  Univerfal  Church  receiv'd, 
Is  try'd,  and  after,  for  itfelf  believ'd.  355 

The  partial  Papifts  would  infer  from  hence  * 
Their  Church,  in  laft  refort,  (hould  judge  the 

fenfe. 
But  firft  they  would  afliime  with  wond'rous 

artf, 
Themfelves  to  be  the  whole,  who  are  but  part 
Of  that  vaft  frame,  the  Church ;  yet  grant  they 

were  sft> 

The  handers  down,  can  they  from  thence  infer 
A  right  to  interpret  ?  or  would  they  alone 
Who  brought  the  prefent,  claim  it  for  their 

own? 
The  book's  a  common  hargefs  to  mankind  ; 
Not  more  for  them  than  every  man  defign'd ;  365 
The  welcome  new*  is  in  the  letter  found  ; 
The  carrier's  mot  oomttiifikm'd  to  expound. 

*  The  fecond  obje&ioi*.  (M,  N.  Orig.  edit, 
f  Anfwer  to  the  obje&ion.    M.  N.  Orig.  edit. 
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It  fpeaks  itfblf,  and  what  it  does  contain, 
In. all  things  needful  to  be  known,  is  plain. 

In  timed  overgrown  with  ruft  and  ignorance, 
A  gainful  trade  their  clergy  did  advance :      an 
When  want  of  learning  kept  the  laymen  low, 
And  none  but  priefts  were  authorized  to  know; 
When  what  final!  knowledge  was,  in  them  did 

dwell ; 
And  he  a  god  who  could  but  n?ad  or  fpell :    375 
Then  mother  church  did  mightily  prevail : 
She  pstrcell'd  out  the  Bible  by  retail : 
But  dill  expounded  what  (he  fold  or  gave ; 
To  keep  it  in  her  power  to  damn  and  lave : 
Scripture  was  fcarce,  and  as  the  market  went, 
Poor  laymen  took  falvation  on  content ;       381 
As  needy  men  take  paoney  good  or  had  : 
God's  word  they  had  not,  but  the  prieft's  they 

had* 
Yet,  whatever  faife  conveyance^  they  made, 
The  lawyer  (till  was  certain  to  be  paid.  $$5 

In  thofe  dark  times  they  letra'd  their  knack  fo 

well, 
That  by  long  ufe  they  grew  infallible  : 
At  laft,  9  knowipg  age  begpn  to  enquire 
If  they  the  book,  or  that  did  them  infpire  : 
4*4,  making  narrower  fe^rch,    they  foitad* 

though  late,  330 

TMt  what  they  thought  the  prieft's,  wa*  their 
.    eftat^j 
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Taught  by  the  will  produc'd,  (the  written  word) 
How  long  they  had  been  cheated  on  record. 
Then,  every  roan  who  faw  the  title  fair, 
Claim'd  a  child's  part,  and  put  in  for  a  (bare : 
Confulted  foberly  his  private  good,  396 

And  fav'd  himfelf  as  cheap  as  e'er  he  could. 
'Tis   true,  my   friend,  (and  far  be  flattery 
hence) 
This  good  had  full  as  bad  a  confequence : 
The  book  thus  put  in  every  vulgar  hand,      aqo 
Which  each  prefum'd  he   bed  could  under- 
Hand, 
The  common   rule  was  made    the  common 

prey; 
And  at  the  mercy  of  the  rabble  lay. 
The  tender  page  with  horny  fifts  was  gall'd; 
And  he  was  gifted  mod  that  loudeft  baul'd :  405 
The  fpirit  gave  the  do&oral  degree: 
And  every  member  of  a  company 
Was  of  his  trade,  and  of  the  Bible  free. 
Plain  truths  enough  for  needful  ufe  they  found; 
But  men  would  dill  be  itching  to  expound :  410 
Each  was  ambitious  of  the  obfeureft  place, 
No  mcafure  ta'en  from  knowledge,  all  from* 

grace. 
Study  and  pains  were  now  no  more  their  care ; 
Texts  were  explain'd  by  fading  and  by  prayer  : 
This  was  the  fruit  the  private  fpirit  brought : 
Occafion'd  by  great  zeal  and  little  thought  416 
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While  crouds  unlearn'd,  with  rude  devotion 

warm, 
About  the  facred  viands  buz  and  fwarm, 
The  fly-blown  text  creates  a  crawling  brood ; 
And  turns  to  maggots  what   was   meant  for 

food.  420 

A  thoufand  daily  (efts  rife  up  and  die ; 
A  thoufand  more  the  periQ/d  race  fupply : 
So  all  we  make  of  Heaven's  difcover'd  will, 
Is,  not  to  have  it,  or  to  ufe  it  ill. 
The  danger's  much  the  fame ;  on  feveral  (helves 
If  others  wreck  us,  or  we  wreck  ourfelves.       426 
What  then  remains,  but,  waving  each  ex- 
treme, 
The  tides  of  ignorance  and  pride  toftem? 
Neither  fo  rich  a  treafure  to  forego ; 
Nor  proudly  feek  beyond  our  power  to  know: 
Faith  is  not  built  on  difquifitions  vain;  431 

The  things  we  mud  believe  are  few  and  plain: 
But  fince   men  will  believe  more  than  they 

need, 
And  every  man  will  make  bimfelf  a  creed, 
In  doubtful  queftions  'tis  the  fafeft  way         435 
To  learn  what  unfufpe&ed  antients  fay : 
For  'tis  not  likely  we  fhould  higher  foar 
In  iearch  of  Heaven,  than  all  the  Church  be- 
fore : 
Nor  can  we  be  deceived,  unlefs  we  fee 
The  Scripture  and  the  Fathers  difagree.        44^ 
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If  after  all  they  (bad  fufpeaed  ftill, 
(For  no  man's  faith  depends  upon  his  will ;) 
'Tis  fome  relief,  that  points  not  clearly  known, 
Without  much  hazard  may  be  let  alone : 
And  after  hearing  what  our  Church  can  fay, 
If  ftill  our  reafon  runs  another  way,  446 

That  private  reafon  'tis  more  juft  to  curb, 
Than  by  difputes  the  public  peace  difturb* 
For  points  obfcure  are  of  fmall  ufe  to  learn  : 
But  common  quiet  is  mankind's  concern*      4S0 

Thus  have  I  made  my  own  opinions  clear : 
Yet  neither  praife  expeft,  nor  cenfure  fear : 
And  this  unpoliih'd  rugged  verfe  I  chofe, 
As  fitted  for  difcourfe,  and  neareft  profe : 
For  while  from  facred  truth  I  do  not  fwerve,  455 
Tom  SternhokTs,  or  Tom  Shadwell's  rhymes 
will  ferve, 

Vcr.  451.  — •—  my  own  opinions  clear :]  All  the  argu- 
ments which  Dryden  has  here  put  together  in  defence  of  revela- 
tion, moil  appear  dale  and  trite  to  us,  who  ujice  his  time  have 
had  the  happincfs  of  reading  fuch  treatifes  as  Clarke  on  the  At* 
tributes,  Butler's  Analogy,  Berkley's  Alciphron,  Btthop  Sher- 
lock's Sermons,  Watfon's  Apology,  Hurd  on  Prophecy,  Soam« 
Jcnnyns*  Treatifes,  Jortin's  bifcourfes,  Paley's  Evidences,  and 
Lardner's  Credibility.  fir.  J.  Wartov. 

Ver.  453.     - rugged  verfe]      An  old   expreflion* 

Thus  in  P.  Fletcher's  Pifc.  Edoguc*9  edit,  1633,  p.  19  :— 
"  Time  is  my  foe,  and  hates  my  rugged  rimes/' 
And  Fletcher  adopted  it  from  Spenier.  Tow>. 
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THRENODIA   AUGUSTALIS: 


FUNERAL  PINDARIC  POEM, 

SACRED   TO   THE    HAPPY    MEMORY   OF   KING 
CHARLES   II. 


1  HUS  long  my  grief  has  kept  me  dumb : 
Sure  there's  a  lethargy  in  mighty  woe, 
Tears  (land  congeal'd,  and  cannot  flow; 

And  the  fad  foul  retires  into  her  inmoft  room : 


Ver.  1.  Thus  long  my  grief]  The  following  juft,  though  fe- 
yere  fentence,  has  been  pafled  on  this  Threnodia,  by  one  who 
was  always  willing,  if  poflible,  to  extenuate  the  blemifliesof  our 
poet.  "  Its  firft  and  obvious  defe&  is  the  irregularity  of  its  me- 
tre, to  which  the  ears  of  that  age,  however,  were  accuftomed. 
What  is  worfe,  it  has  neither  tendernefe  nor  dignity;  it  is  nei- 
ther magnificent  nor  pathetic.  He  feems  to  look  round  him  for 
images  which  he  cannot  find,  and  what  he  has,  he  diftorti  br 
endeavouring  to  enlarge  them.  He  is,  he  fays,  petrified  with 
grief,  but  the  marble  relents,  and  trickles  in  a  joke.  There  if 
throughout  the  competition  a  defire  of  fplendour  without  wealth* 
In  the  condufion,  he  feems  too  much  pteafed  with  the  profpeft 
of  the  new  reign,  to  have  lamented  his  old  mailer  witn  much 
fincerity."     Dr.Johnfon. 

Dr.  J.  Wartok. 
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Tears,  for  a  ftroke  forefeen,  afford  relief;        5 
But,  unprovided  for  a  fudden  blow. 
Like  Niobe  we  marble  grow  ; 
And  petrify  with  grief* 
Our  Britifh  heaven  was  all  ferene, 

No  threatning  cloud  was  nigh,  10 

Not  the  lead  wrinkle  to  deform  the  fky ; 
We  liv'd  as  unconcern'd  and  happily 
As  the  firftage  in  nature's  golden  fcene ; 

Supine  amidft  our  flowing  (tore, 
We  flept  fecurely,  and  we  dreamt  of  more:    15 
When  fuddenly  the  thunder-clap  was  beard, 
It  took  us  unprepared  and  out  of  guard, 
Already  loft  before  we  fear'd. 
The  amazing  news   of  Charles  at  once  were 
fpread, 
At  once  the  general  voice  declar'd,  20 

"  Our  gracious  prince  was  dead." 
No  ficknefs  known  before,  no  flow  difeafe, 
To  foften  grief  by  juft  degrees  : 
But  like  an  hurricane  on  Indian  feas, 

The  tempeft  rofe  ;  25 

An  unexpe&ed  burft  of  woes : 
With  fcarce  a  breathing  fpace  betwixt, 
This  now  becalmM,  and  perifhing  the  next. 

Ver.  22.     Nojkknefi  known  before^  Original  edition. 

Todd. 
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As  if  great  Atlas  from  his  height 
Should  fink  beneath  his  heavenly  weight,       so 
And  with  a  mighty  flaw,  the  flaming  wall 

(As  once  it  (hall,) 
Should  gape  immenfe,  and  ruihing  down,  over- 
whelm this  nether  ball ; 
So  fwift  and  fo  furprifing  was  our  fear : 
Out  Atlas  fell  indeed  ;  but  Hercules  was  near. 

1U 

His  pious  brother,  fure  the  bed  36 

Who  ever  bore  that  name, 

Was  newly  rifen  from  his  reft, 
And,  with  a  fervent  flame, 

His  ufual  morning  vows  had  juft  addreft         40 
For  his  dear  fovereign's  health ; 
And  hop'd  tp  have  them  heard, 
In  long  increafe  of  years, 
In  honour,  fame,  and  wealth  :  44 

Guiltlefs  of  greatnefs  thus  he  always  pray'd, 
Nor  knew  nor  wifti'd  thofe  vows  he  made, 
On  his  own  head  fhould  be  repay 'd. 

Soon  as  the  ill-omen'd  rumour  reaoh'd  his  ear, 
(111  news  is  wing'd  with  fate,  and  flies  apace,) 
Who  can  defcribe  the  amazement  of  his  face ! 

Horror  in  all  his  pomp  was  there,  51 

Mute  and  magnificent  without  a  tear : 

And  then  the  hero  firft  was  feen  to  fear. 
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Half  unarray'd  he  ran  to  his  relief, 
So  hafty  and  fo  artlefs  was  his  grief:  54 

Approaching    greatqefs   met    him    with  her 
charms 

Of  power  and  future  ftate ; 

But  look'd  fo  ghaftly  in  a  brother's  fate, 

He  (hook  her  from  his  arms. 
Arrir'd  within  the  mournful  roora»  he  few     60 

A  wild  diftra&ion,  void  of  awe, 
And  arbitrary  grief  unbounded  by  a  law. 

God's  image,  God's  anointed  lay 
Without  motion,  pulfe,  or  breath, 

A  fenfelefs  lump  of  facred  clay,  6s 

An  image  now  of  death. 
Amidft  his  fad  attendants'  groans  and  cries, 

The  lines  of  that  ador'd  forgiving  face, 

Diftorted  from  their  native  grace ; 
An  iron  (lumber  fet  on  his  majeftic  eyes.         70 
The  pious  duke — Forbear,  audacious  mufe, 
No  terms  thy  feeble  art  can  ufe 


Ver.  70.    An  itonjlu mbtrfat  on  his  maj<fiic  eyes.]  From  Vir- 
gil, Mil  x.  745. 

Olli  dura  quks  oculos  et  ferreus  ttrget 
Somnus,  &c. 

.See  Sir  P.  Sidney's  Arcadia,  Lib.  iii. li  But  with  that  Argalus 
came  out  of  his  found,  and  lifting  vp  his  languifhing  eyes 
(which  a  painefaU  veil  and  iKOVJkep  did  feeke  to  lock  vp)  fee- 
ing her,   &c/'  Todd. 
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Are  able  to  adorn  fo  vaft  a  woe : 
Tbe  grief  of  all  the  reft  like  fubjea-grief  did 

(how, 
His  like  a  fovereign  did  tranfoend ;  75 

No  wife,  no  brother,  fuch  a  grief  could  know, 
Nor  any  name  but  friend. 

m. 
O  wondrous  changes  of  a  fatal  fcene, 

Still  varying  to  the  laft ! 

Heaven,  though  its  hard  decree  was  paft,  so 
Seem'd  pointing  to  a  gracious  turn  agen  : 

And  death's  uplifted  arm  arretted  in  its  haflo. 

Heaven  half  repented  of  the  doom, 
And  almoft  griev'd  it  had  forefeen, 

What  by  forefight  it  wilTd  eternally  to  come. 
Mercy  above  did  hourly  plead  s6 

For  her  refemblance  here  below ; 
And  mild  forgivenefs  intercede 

To  ftop  the  coming  blow. 
New  miracles  approached  the  etherial  throne,  90 
Such  as  his  wondrous  life  had  oft  and  lately 

known, 
And  urg'd  that  ftill  they  might  be  fbown. 

Ver.  74.     The  grief  of  all  the  reft  like  fitbjc&-grief  did Jhowt 
His  Tike  a  fovereign  did  traffcend  ;] 

Juft  as  the  Dauphinefs  was  dying,  16<X>,  the  bifhop  of 
Meaux,  Bofiuet,  who  attended  her,  faid  to  Louis  the  XlVtlu 
who  was  then  in  her  chamber,  "Your  majefty  had  better  re- 
tire  ;"  "  No,  no,"  cried  the  king,  u  it  is  right  I  (hould  fee  hpw 
my  equals  die."  John  WartoW. 
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On  earth  his  pious  brother  pray'd  and  vow'd, 

Renouncing  greatnefs  at  fo  dear  a  rate, 
Himfelf  defending  what  he  cou'd,  95 

From  all  the  glories  of  his  future  fate. 
With  him  the  innumerable  crowd, 
Of  armed  prayers 
Knojck'd  at  the  gates  of  heaven,  and   knock'd 
aloud ;    . 
The  firft  well-meaning  rude  petitioners. 
All  for  his  life  aflail'd  the  throne,  101 

All  would  have  brib'd  the  flues  by  offering  up 

their  own. 
So  great  a  throng  not  heaven  iffelf  could  bar  ; 
Twas  almoft  born  by  force  as  in  the   giants' 

war. 
The  prayers,  at  leaft,    for  his    reprieve   were 
heard ;  105 

His  death,  like  Hezekiah's,  was  deferr'd  : 
Againft  the  fun  the  (hadow  went ; 
Five  days,  tbofe  five  degrees,  were  lent 
'to  form  our  patience  and  prepare  the  event. 
The  fecond  caufes  took  the  fwift  command,    110 
The  medicinal  head,  the  ready  hand, 
All  eager  to  perform  their  part; 
All  but  eternal  doom  was  conquered  by  their 
art: 

Ver.  95.  ■  what  he  cou'd,]  Orig.  edit. 

Todd. 

Ver,  ill.    The  medicinal  head,]  Orig. edit.  mc<TcinaL 

Todd. 
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Once  more  the  fleeting  foul  came  back 

To  infpire  the  mortal  frame  ;  115 

And  in  the  body  took  a  doubtful  ftand, 

Doubtful  and  hovering  like  expiring  flame, 
That  mounts  and  falls  by  turns,  and  trembles 
o'er  the  brand. 


IV. 

The  joyful  fhort-Iiv'd  news  foon  fpread  around, 
Took  the  fame   train,     the  fame   impetuous 

bound :  i?e 

The  drooping  town  in  fmiles  again  was  dreft, 
Gladneis  in  every  face  expreft, 
Their  eyes  before  their  tongues  confeft. 
Men  met  each  other  with  ere&ed  look, 
The  fleps  were  higher  that  they  took,  125 

Friends  to   congratulate  their   friends   made 

hafte; 
And  long  inveterate  foes  faluted  as  they  pad ; 
Above  the  reft  heroic  James  appeared 
Exalted  more,  becaufe  he  more  had  fear'd : 
His  manly  heart,  whofe  noble  pride  13* 

Was  ftill  above 
Diflembled  hate  or  varnifh'd  love, 


Ver.  126.    Friends  to  congratulate  fyc]  Each  to  congratulate 
his  friend,  fyc.    Orig.  edit.  Todd. 

vol.  1.  E« 
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Its  more  than  common  tranfport  could  not 

hide; 
But  like  an  eagre0  rode  in  triumph  o'er  the  tide. 
Thus,  in  alternate  courfe,  135 

The  tyrant  paffions,  hope  and  fear, 
Did  in  extremes  appear, 
And  flafh'd  upon  the  foul  with  equal  force. 
Thus,  at  half  ebb,  a  rolling  fea, 
Returns  and  wins  upon  the  fhore ;  140 

The  watry  herd,  affrighted  at  the  roar, 
Reft  on  their  fins  awhile,  and  (lay, 
Then  backward  take  their  wondring  way: 
The  prophet  wonders  more  than  they, 
At  prodigies  but  rarely  feen  before,  us 

And  cries,  a  king  muft  fall,  or  kingdoms  change 

their  fway. 
Such  were  our  counter-tides  at  land,  and  {o 
Prefaging  of  the  fatal  blow, 
In  their  prodigious  ebb  and  flow. 
The  royal  foul,  that  like  the  labouring  moon, 
By  dbarms  of  art  was  hurried  down,  151 

Fore'd  with  regret  to  leave  her  native  fphere, 
Came  but  a  while  on  liking  here : 
Soon  weary  of  the  painful  ftrife, 
And  made  but  faint  eflays  of  life :  155 

An  evening  light 
Soonfhut  in  night; 

#  An  eagre  is  a  tide  fwelling  above  another  tide,  which  I  my* 
felf  obferved  on  the  river  Trent.    Marg.  Note,  orig.  edit* 
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A  ftrong  diftemper,  and  a  weak  relief, 
Short  intervals  of  joy,  and  long   returns    of 
grief. 

The  fons  of  art  all  medicines  try'd,  160 

And  every  noble  remedy  apply 'd ; 

With  emulation  each  eflay'd 

His  utmoftfkill,  nay  more,  they  pray  d : 

Never  was  lofing  game  with  better  condud 

play'd. 
Death  never  won  a  flake  with  greater  toil,     166 
Nor  e'er  was  fate  fo  near  a  foil : 
But  like  a  fortrefs  on  a  rook, 
The  impregnable  difeafe  their  vain  attempts  did 

mock; 
They  min'd  it  near,  they  batter'd  from  afar 
With  all  the  cannon  of  the  medicinal  war ;   170 
No  gentle  means  could  be  efiay'd, 
Twas  beyond  parley  when  the  (lege  was  laid : 
The  extremeft  ways  they  firft  ordain, 
Prefcribing  fuch  intolerable  pain, 
As  none  but  Caefar  could  fuftain :  175 

Ver.  160.    ■  aU  medicines]    Original  edition,   all 

mefcmes.  Todd. 

Ver.  164.  Never  was  Iq/mg  game]  Orig.  edit.  Was  never  lo- 
fing game  &c.  Todd. 

Ibid.  Never  mm  tybig  gam)  A  moil  vulgar  ill-placed  allu* 
(ion.  Dr.  J.  Warton. 

Vex.  170.  medicinal  war ;]  Orig.   edit,  tncfdnal 

war.  Todd. 
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Undaunted  Caefar  underwent 
The  malice  of  their  art,  nor  bent 
Beneath  whatever  their  pious  rigour  could  in- 
vent : 
Intfive  fuch  days  he  fuffer'd  more 
Than  any  fuflfer'd  in  his  reign  before ;  is& 

More,  infinitely  more,  than  he, 
Againft  the  word  of  rebels,  could  decree, 
A  traitor,  or  twice  pardon'd  enemy. 
Now  art  was  tir'd  without  fuccefs, 
No  racks  could  make  the  ftubborn  malady  cob- 

fefs.  185 

The  vain  infurancers  of  life, 
And  he  who  moft  performed  and  promised  lefe,  *■ 
Even  Short  himfelf  forfook  the  unequal  ftrife. 
Death  and  defpair  was  in  their  looks, 
No   longer  they  confult  their  memories   or 
books ;  190 

Like  helplefs  friends,  who  view  from  (hore 
The  labouring  (hip,  and  hear  the  tempeft  roar ; 
So  Hood  they  with  their  arms  acrofs  ; 
Not  to  aflift,  but  to  deplore 
The  inevitable  lofs.  195 

Death  was  denounced  ;  that  frightful  found 
Which  even  the  beft  can  hardly  bear, 
He  took  the  fummons  void  of  fear ; 
And  unconcern'dly  caft  his  eyes  around ; 
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As  if  to  find  and  dare  the  griefly  challenger. 
What  death  could  do  be  lately  try'd,  201 

When  in  four  days  he  more  than  dy'd. 
The  fame  affiirance  all  his  words  did  grace ; 
The  fame  majeftic  mildnefs  held  its  place : 
Nor  loft  the  monarch  in  his  dying  face.        205 
Intrepid,  pious,  merciful,  and  brave, 
He  look'd  as  when  he  conquer'd  and  forgave. 

VII. 

As  if  fome  angel  had  been  fent 

To  lengthen  out  his  government, 

And  to  foretel  as  many  years  again,  210 

As  he  had  numbered  in  his  happy  reign, 

So  chearfully  he  took  the  doom 

Of  his  departing  breath ; 

Nor  fhrunk  nor  ftept  afide  for  death ; 

But  with  unaltered  pace  kept  on ;  215 

Providing  for  events  to  come, 

When  he  refign'd  the  throne. 

Still  he  maintained  his  kingly  ftate ; 

And  grew  familiar  with  his  fate. 

Kind,  good,  and  gracious,  to  the  laft,  220 

On  all  he  Wd  before  his  dying  beams  he  caft : 

Oh  truly  good,  and  truly  great, 

For  glorious  as  he  rofe,  benignly  fo  he  fet! 

All  that  on  earth  he  held  mod  dear, 

He  recommended  to  his  care,  tis 
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To  whom  both  Heaven,., 

The  right  had  given 

And  his  own  love  bequeathed  fupreme  com- 
mand: 

He  took  and  preft  that  ever  loyal  hand, 

Which  could  in  peace  fecure  his  reign,         «30 

Which  could  in  wars  his  power  maintain, 

That  hand  on  which  no  plighted  vows  were  ever 
vain. 

Well  for  fo  great  a  truft  be  chofe 

A  prince  who  never  difobey'd : 

Not  when  the  moil  fevere  commands  were 
laid ;  ass 

Nor  want,  nor  exile  with  his  duty  weighed : 

A  prince  on  whom,  if  Heaven  its  eyes  could 
clofe, 

The  welfare  of  the  world  it  fafely  might  repofe. 

VIII. 

That  king  who  Hv'd  to  God's  own  heart, 
Yet  lefs  ferenely  died  than  he :  240 

Charles  left  behind  no  harfh  decree 
For  fchoolmen  with  laborious  art 
To  felve  from  cruelty : 

Thofe,  for  whom  love  could  no  excufes  frame, 
He  gracioufly  forgot  to  name,  244 

Thus  far  my  mufe,  though  rudely,  has  de- 

fign'd 
Some  faint  refemblance  of  his  godlike  mind : 
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But  neither  pen  nor  pencil  can  exprefe 

The  parting  brothers'  tendernefs  : 

Though  that's  a  term  too  mean  and  low ;     250 

The  bled  above  a  kinder  word  may  know : 

But  what  they  did,  and  what  they  faid, 

The  monarch  who  triumphant  went, 

The  militant  who  (laid, 

Like  painters,  when  their  heightning  arts  are 

fpent  255 

I  caft  into  a  (hade. 
That  all-forgiving  king, 
The  type  of  him  above, 
That  inexhaufted  fpring 
Of  clemency  and  love ;  2(0 

Himfelf  to  his  next  felf  accused, 
And  afk'd  that  pardon  which  be  ne'er  refund : 
For  faults  not  his,  for  guilt  and  crimes 
Of  godlefs  men,  and  of  rebellious  times: 
For  an  hard  exile,  kindly  meant,  255 

When  his  ungrateful  country  fent 
Their  beft  Camillus  into  banifliment : 
And  fore  d  their  fovereign  s  aft,  they  could  not 

his  content. 
Oh  how  much  rather  had  that  injur'd  chief 
Repeated  all  his  fufferings  paft !  27? 

Than  hear  a  pardon  begg'd  at  laft, 
Which  given  could  give  the  dying  no  relief: 
He  bent,  he  funk  beneath  his  grief: 


Digitized  by  VjOOQlC 


424  THRENODIA  AUGUSTAUS. 

His  dauntlefs  heart  would  fain  have  held 
From  weeping,  but  his  eyes  rebell'd.  275 

Perhaps  the  godlike  hero  in  his  bread 
Difdain'd,  or  was  alhanul,  to  (how 
So  weak,  fo  womanifla  a  woe, 
Which  yet  the  brother  and  the  friend  fo  plen- 
teoufly  confeft. 

IX. 

Amidft  that  filent  Ihower,  the  royal  mind     • 
An  eafy  paflage  found,  28 1 

And  left  its  facred  earth  behind ; 
Nor  murmuring  groan  expreft,  nor  labouring 

found, 
Nor  any  leaft  tumultuous  breath  ; 
Calm  was  his  life,  and  quiet  was  his  death,    us 
Soft  as  thofe  gentle  whifpers  were, 
In  which  the  Almighty  did  appear; 
By  the  ftill  voice  the  prophet  knew  him  there. 
That  peace  which  made  thy  profperous  reign  to 

ihine. 
That  peace  thou  leaveft  to  thy  imperial  line,  290 
That  peace,  oh  happy  {hade,  be  ever  thine ! 

Ver.  288.  JBy  the  Jill  voice  J  Orig.  edit.  By  the  ftill  fount 
&c.  Todd. 

Ibid.  Alluding  to  1  Kings  six.  12.  "  And  after  the  fire  a 
ftill  fmall  voice"  See  alfo  the  marginal  reading  of  Job  iv.  ]& 
u  I  heard  a  Jill  voice,  faying,  Shall  mortal  man  be  more  juft 
than  God?"  Todd. 
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For  all  thofe  joys  thy  reftoration  brought, 

For  all  the  miracles  it  wrought, 

For  all  the  healing  balm  thy  mercy  pour'd 

Into  the  nation's  bleeding  wound,  295 

And  care  that  after  kept  it  found, 

For  numerous  ble flings  yearly  (hower'd, 

And  property  with  plenty  crown'd ; 

For  freedom,  Hill  maintain'd  alive, 

Freedom,  which  in  no  other  land  will  thrive, 

Freedom,  an  Englifh  fubjeffc's  fole  preroga- 
tive, 301 

Without  whofe  charms  even  peace  would  be 

But  a  dull  quiet  flavery : 

For  thefe  and  more,  accept  our  pious  praife ; 

Tis  all  the  fubfidy  305 

The  prefent  age  can  raife, 

The  reft  is  charg'd  on  late  pofterity. 

Pofterity  is  charg'd  the  more, 

Becaufe  the  large  abounding  (lore 

To  them  and  to  their  heirs,  is  ftill  entail'd  by 
thee.  3io 

Succeffipn  of  a  long  defcent 

Which  chaftely  in  the  channels  ran, 

And  from  our  demi-gods  began, 

Equal  almpil  to  time  in  its  extent, 
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Through  hazards  numberlefs  and  great,         315 
Thou  haft  derived  this  mighty  blefling  down, 
And  fixt  the  faireft  gem  that  decks  the  impe- 
rial crown : 
Not  fa&ion,  when  it  (hook  thy  regal  feat, 
Not  fenates,  infolently  loud, 
Thofe  echoes  of  a  thoughtlefs  croud,  320 

Not  foreign  or  domeftic  treachery, 
Could  warp  thy  foul  to  their  unjuft  decree. 
So  much  thy  foes  thy  manly  mind  miftook, 
Who  judg'd  it  by  the  mildnefs  of  thy  look : 
Like  a  well-temper'd  fword  it  bent  at  will ;    325 
But  kept  the  native  toughnefs  of  the  fteel. 

XL 

Be  true,  O  Clio,  to  thy  hero's  name  f 
But  draw  him  ftri&ly  fo, 
That  all  who  view  the  piece  may  know ; 
He  needs  no  trappings  of  fi&itious  fame :      330 

Ver.319.    Not  fenates,  infolently  loud, 

Tkofe  echoes  of  a  tkmghilefs  croud,] 
So  Cowper  in  a  nervous  and  animated  ftrain. 
Thy  fenate  is  a  fcene  of  civil  jar, 
Chaos  of  contrarieties  at  war, 
Where  (harp  and  folid,  phlegmatic  and  light, 
Difcordant  atoms  meet,  contend,  and  fight ; 
Where  Obftinacy  takes  its  fturdy  ftand, 
To  difconcert  what  Policy  has  plann'd  ; 
Where  Policy  is  bufied  all  night  long 
Iu  letting  right  what  FaOion  has  fet  wrong. 

Expof.  118.  Vol.  h 
Johh  Wartok. 
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The  load's  too  weighty :  thou  may 'ft  chufe 
Some  parts  of  praife,  and  fome  refufe: 
Write,  that  his  annals  may  be  thought  more 

laviih  than  the  mufe. 
In  fcanty  truth  thou  haft  confined 
The  virtues  of  a  royal  mind,  335 

Forgiving,  bounteous,  humble,  juft,  and  kind  1 
His  converfation,  wit,  and  parts, 
His  knowledge  in  the  nobleft  ufeful  arts, 
Were  fuch,  dead  authors  could  not  give ; 
But  habitudes  of  thofe  who  live  ;  340 

Who,  lighting  him,  did  greater  lights  receive : 
He  drain'd  from  all,  and  all  they  knew ; 
His  apprehenfion  quick,  his  judgment  true: 
That  the  moil  learn'd,  with  ftiame,  confefs 
His  knowledge  more,  his  reading  only  lefs.  345 


XII. 

Amidft  the  peaceful  triumphs  of  his  reign, 
What  wonder  if  the  kindly  beams  he  fhed 
Reviv'd  the  drooping  arts  again, 
If  fcience  rais'd  her  head, 
And  foft  humanity  that  from  rebellion  fled : 

Ver.  348.  Reviv'd  the  drooping  arts]  Charles  was  very  in- 
flrumental  in  founding  and  promoting  the  Royal  Society ;  but 
it  has  been  (aid,  it  may  be  doubted  whether  the  inftitutions  of 
academies  have  contributed  to  the  promotion  of  fcience  and  li- 
terature. Neither  Copernicus  nor  Kepler  were  members  of  any 
academy ;  nor  was  Newton  member  of  our  Royal  Society,  till 
be  had  made  his  moft  important  difcoveries.    None  of  the  great 
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Our  ifle,  indeed,  too  fruitful  was  before ;      35i 

But  all  uncultivated  lay 

Out  of  the  folar  walk  and  heaven's  high  way ; 

With  rank  Geneva  weeds  run  o'er, 

And  cockle,  at  the  bed:,  amidft  the  corn  it  bore: 

The  royal  hufbandman  appear'd,  356 

And  plough'd,  and  fow'd,  and  till'd, 

The  thorns  he  rooted  out,  the  rubbiOi  clear'd, 

And  bleft  the  obedient  field. 

When  ftrait  a  double  harveft  rofe ;  36o 

Such  as  the  fwarthy  Indian  mows ; 

Or  happier  climates  near  the  line, 

Or  paradife  manur'd,  and  dreft  by  hands  divine. 

XIII. 

As  when  the  new-born  phoenix  takes  his  way, 
His  rich  paternal  regions  to  furvey,  365 

inventions  have  bean  owing  to  academies.  But  it  may  be  added, 
that  Alexander  affifted  Ariftotle  with  a  vaft  collection  of  animals ; 
the  caliph  Almoran  encouraged  philofophy ;  and  without  the 
French  academy,  Maupertuis  would  not  have  undertaken  his 
Philofophical  Journey  ;  nor  Tountefori  his  Voyages,  without  the 
encouragement  of  Louis  XIV.  Dr.  J.  VVakton. 

Ver.  364.     As  when  the  new-horn  phoenix  &c]     Drydcn  had 
probably  Sannazarius  in  view,  De  Partu  Virg.  lib.  ii. 

"  Qualis  noftrum  cum  tendit  in  orbem, 

"  Purpureis  rutilat  pcnnis  nitidiflima  phoenix, 

"  Quam  variae  circum  volucres  comitantureuntem,"  he. 

Topd. 
Ibid.     As  when  the  new-born  phctnix  takes  his  way, 
His  rich  paternal  regions  to  furvey, 
Of  airy  chortyers  a  numerous  train 
Attend  his  wondrous  progrefs  o'er  the  plain  ;] 
Imitated  from  Buchanan:— 

Sic  ubi  do  patrio  redivivus  funere  Phoenix 
Aurora  ad  populos  redit,  jet  cunaijula  fecuin 
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Of  airy  chorifters  a  numerous  train 
Attend  his  wondrous  progrefs  o'er  the  plain ; 
So,  rifing  from  his  fathers  urn, 
So  glorious  did  our  Charles  return  ; 
The  officious  mufes  came  along,  370 

A  gay  harmonious  quire,  like  angels  ever  young: 
The  raufe  that  mourns  him  now  his  happy  tri- 
umph fung. 
Even  they  could  thrive  in  his  aufpicious  reign ; 
And  fuch  a  plenteous  crop  they  bore 
Of  pureft  and  well  winnow'd  grain,  375 

As  Britain  never  knew  before. 
Though  little  was  their  hire,  and  light  their 

gain, 
Yet  fomewhat  to  their  (hare  he  threw ; 
Fed  from  his  hand  they  fung  and  flew, 
Like  birds  of  paradife  that  liv'd  on  morning 
dew.  380 


Ipfe  fua,  et  cincres  patris,  inferiafque  decoris 
Fert  humeris  ;  quacunque  citis  aremigat  alis, 
Indigent  comitantur  aves,  celebrantque  canoro 
Agmine :  non  illas  fpecies  incognita  tantum 
Aut  pi&urata  capiunt  fpe&acula  pennae. 

Buchanan.  Silv.  p.  59- 
John  Wartoit. 

Ver.  380.  Like  birds  ofparad\fc  that  liv'd  on  morning  dew.} 
Tavernicr,  the  excellent  French  traveller,  fays,  that  it  is  a  vulgar 
error  that  the  birds  of  paradife  have  no  legs  :  the  fa&  is,  thai 
they  gorge  and  over-fill  tbemfelves  by  feeding  on  the  nutmeg* 
trees,  from  which  they  fall  down  in  a  kind  of  intoxication,  and 
the  emmett  eats  off  their  legs.  Louis  XIII.  had  one  of  theft 
birds,  and  a  very  beautiful  one,  that  had  two  legs. 

John  Wartok. 
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Oh  never  let  their  lays  his  name  forget ! 
The  penfion  of  a  prince's  praife  is  great. 
Live  then,  thou  great  encourager  of  arts, 
live  ever  in  our  thankful  hearts ; 
Live  bled  above,  almoft  invok'd  below ;        sss 
Live  and  receive  this  pious  vow, 
Our  patron  once,  our  guardian  angel  now* 
Thou  Fabius  of  a  finking  date, 
Who  didft  by  wife  delays  divert  our  fete, 
When  fo&ion  like  a  temped  rofe,  390 

In  death's  mod  hideous  form, 
Then  art  to  rage  thou  didft  oppofe, 
To  weather  out  the  dorm  : 
Not  quitting  thy  fupreme  command, 
Thou  heldd  the  rudder  with  a  deady  hand,  $9$ 
Till  fafely  on  the  ihore  the  bark  did  land : 
The  bark  that  all  our  bleffings  brought, 
Charg'd  with  thyfelf  and  James,  a  doubly  royal 
fraught. 

XIV. 

Oh  frail  edate  of  human  things, 
And  flippery  hopes  below !  400 

Now  to  our  cod  your  emptinefs  we  know, 
For  'tis  a  leflbn  dearly  bought, 
Aflurance  here  is  never  to  be  fought. 
The  bed,  and  bed  belov'd  of  kings, 
And  bed  deferving  to  be  fo,  405^ 

When  fcarce  he  had  efcap'd  the  fatal  blow 
Of  faction  and  confpiracy, 
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Death  did  his  promised  hopes  deftroy  : 
He  toil'd,  he  gain'd,  but  liv'd  not  to  enjoy. 
What  mifts  of  Providence  are  thefe  410 

Through  which  we  cannot  fee ! 
So  faints,  by  fupernatural  power  fet  free, 
Are  left  at  lad  in  martyrdom  to  die ; 
Such  is  the  end  of  oft  repeated  miracles. 
Forgive  me,  Heaven,  that  impious  thought,  415 
*Twas  grief  for  Charles,  to  madnefs  wrought, 
That  queftion'd  thy  fupreme  decree ! 
Thou  didft  his  gracious  reign  prolong, 
Even  in  thy  faints  and  angels  wrong, 
His  fellow-citizens  of  immortality :  420 

For  twelve  long  years  of  exile  born, 
Twice  twelve  we  numbered  fince  his  bleft  return : 
t  So  ftri&ly  wer't  thou  juft  to  pay, 
Even  to  the  driblet  of  a  day. 
Yet  ftill  we  murmur,  and  complain,  .  4$* 

The  quails  and  manna  (hould  no  longer  rain ; 
Thofe  miracles  'twas  needlefs  to  renew ; 
The  chofen  flock  has  now  the  promised  land  in 

view. 

xv. 

A  warlike  prince  afcends  the  regal  flate, 

A  prince  long  exercis'd  by  fate :  430 

Long  may  he  keep,  though  he  obtains  it  late. 

Heroes,  in  heaven's  peculiar  mould  are  call, 

They  and  their  poets  are  not  form'd  in  hafte ; 

Man  was  the  firft  in  God  a  defign,  and  man  was 

made  the  laft. 
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Falfe  heroes,  made  by  flattery  fo,  435 

Heaven  can  ftrike  out,  like  fparkles,  at  a  blow ; 

But  ere  a  prince  is  to  perfe&ion  brought, 

He  cods  Omnipotence  a  fecond  thought. 

With  toil  and  fweat, 

With  hardning  cold,  and  forming  heat,        440 

The  Cyclops  did  their  ftrokes  repeat, 

Before  the  impenetrable  fliield  was  wrought. 

It  looks  as  if  the  Maker  would  not  own 

The  noble  work  for  his, 

Before  'twas  try'd  and  found  a  mafter-piece.  445 

XVI. 

View  then  a  monarch  ripen'd  for  a  throne. 
Alcides  thus  his  race  began, 
O'er  infancy  he  fwiftly  ran  ; 
The  future  god  at  firft  was  more  than  man : 
Dangers  and  toils,  and  Juno's  hate  450 

Even  o'er  his  cradle  lay  in  y^ait ; 
And  there  he  grappled  firft  with  fate : 
In  his  young  hands  the  biffing  fnakes  he  preft, 
So  early  was  the  deity  confeft ; 
Thus   by  degrees  he  rofe   to  Jove's  imperial 

feat ;  455 

Thus    difficulties    prove   a    foul  legitimately 

great, 
like  his,  our  hero's  infancy  was  try'd  : 
Betimes  the  furies  did  their  fnakes  provide ; 
And  to  his  infant  arms  oppofe 
His  father's  rebels,  and  his  brother's  foes ;     460 
The  more  oppreft,  the  higher  ftill  he  rofe ; 
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Thofe  were  the  preludes  of  his  fate,  46$ 

That  form'd  his  manhood,  to  fubdue 
The  hydra  of  a  many-headed  hiding  crew* 

XVII. 
As  after  Numas  peaceful  reign, 
The  martial  Ancus  did  the  fcepter  wield, 
Furbith'd  the  rufty  fword  again, )  470 

Refum'd  the  long-forgotten  (hield, 
And  led  the  Latins  to  the  dofty  field* 
So  James  the  drowfy  genius  wakes 
Of  Britain  long  entranc'd  in  charms, 
Reftiffand  {lumbering  on  its  arms:  475 

'Tis  rous'd,  and  with  a  new-ftrung  nerve,  the 

fpear  already  {hakes. 
No  neighing  of  the  warrior  deeds, 
No  drum,  or  louder  trumpet,  needs 
To  infpire  the  coward,  warm  the  cold, 
His  voice,  his  fole  appearance  makes  them  bold. 
Gaul  and  Batavia  dread  the  impending  blow;  m 
Too  well  the  vigor  of  that  arm  they  know ; 
They  lick  the  duft,  and  crouch  beneath  their 

fatal  foe, 
Long  may  they  fear  this  awful  prince, 
And  not  provoke  his  lingering  fword  ;  4S4 

Peace  is  their  only  fure  defence, 
Their  befl  fecurity  his  word  : 
In  all  the  changes  of  his  doubtful  ftate, 
His  truth,  like  heaven's,  was  kept  inviolate, 
For  him  to  promife  is  to  make  it  fate,  490 

VOL.  h  ft 
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His  valour  can  triumph  o'er  land  and  main  ; 
With  broken  oaths  his  fame  he  will  not  dain ; 
With  conqueft  bafely  bought,  and  with  inglo- 
rious gain. 

XVIII. 

£or  once,  O  heaven,  unfold  thy  adamantine 
book; 
And  let  his  wondring  fenate  fee,  49* 

If  not  thy  firm  immutable  decree, 
At  lead  the  fecond  page   of  ftrong  contin- 
gency; 
Such  as  confids  with  wills  originally  free : 
Let  them  with  glad  amazement  look 
On  what  their  happinefs  may  be  : 
Let  them  not  dill  be  obdinatcly  blind,  500 

Still  to  divert  the  good  thou  had  defign 'd, 
Or  with  malignant  penury, 
To  darve  the  royal  virtues  of  his  mind. 
Faith  is  a  Chridian's  and  a  fubjefts  ted, 
Oh  give  them  to  believe,  and  they  are  furely 
bled.  505 

They  do  ;  and  with  a  didant  view  I  fee 
The  amended  vows  of  Englifh  loyalty. 
And  all  beyond  that  objeft,  there  appears 
The  long  retinue  of  a  profperous  reign, 
A  feries  of  fuccefsful  years,  510 

In  orderly  array,  a  martial,  manly  train. 
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Behold  ev'n  the  remoter  Ihores, 
A  conquering  navy  proudly  fpread  ; 
The  Britilh  cannon  formidably  roars, 
While  ftarting  from  his  oozy  bed,  sis 

The  aflferted  ocean  rears  his  reverend  head  ; 
To  view  and  recognize  his  ancient  lord  again : 
And  with  a  willing  hand,  reftores 
The  fafces  of  the  main. 

Ver.  514.  The  Britijh  camon  tee.]  This  conclusion  is  truly 
fpirited,  and  the  prophecy  has  been  abundantly  verified.  Dry- 
den  gives  the  BritiOi  king  the  proper  title  of  ancient  lord  of  the 
ocean.  Camden,  in  his  Britannia,  had  before  denominated  our 
Sfland  the  lady  ofthefta  ;  a  very  juft  and  emphatical  diftin&ion: 
Eft©  perpetua  !  Todd. 
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VERSES  TO  J.  NORTHLE1GH. 

TO  MY  FRIEND 

MR.  J.  NORTHLEIGHj 

AUTHOR  OP 

THE  PARALLEL, 

OX    IMS 

TRIUMPH  OF  THE  BRITISH  MONARCHY. 


oO  Jofeph,  yet  a  youth,  expounded  well 
The  boding  dream,  and  did  th'  event  foretell 
Judged  by  the  pad,  and  drew  the  Parallel 
Thus  early  Solomon  the  truth  explored, 
The  right  ^warded,  and  the  babe  reftored 
Thus  Daniel,  ere  to  prophecy  he  grew, 
The  perjured  Prefbyters  did  firft  fubdue 
And  freed  Sufanna  from  the  canting 
Well  may  our  Monarchy  triumphant  ftand, 
While  warlike  Tames  protects  both  fea  and  land ; 
And,  under  covert  of  his  feven-fold  (hield,      1 1 
Thou  fend'ft  thy  (hafts  to  fcour  the  diftant  field. 
By  law  thy  powerful  pen  has  fet  us  free  ; 
Thou  ftudy'ft  that,  and  that  may  ftudy  thee. 


^ 5 

w,  \ 

due,  > 

crew*  3 


END   OF   VOL.    I, 
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